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I have always been raised as a Christian, went to Sunday school, youth groups, and attended church on Sundays. However,
I would say that there was a period in my life that knew about Jesus but did not know Him personally, and did not
understand the true meaning of what it actually meant to be a follower of Christ. It happened when | was around 7-10
years old that | started to do some questionable things such as gossiping and being a really self-centered person in general.
Ironically, it was also during that time that | stopped going to church due to COVID as well as some family issues.
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There was this one particular girl that | remember that | gossiped about when I was in fourth grade. Eventually, | got in
trouble, and had to apologize to her, but I knew in my heart that | did not feel a single bit of remorse or guilt, my “sorry”
was simply the fear of my reputation falling apart. Yet, little did 1 know, God never gave up on me. Instead, He gave me
a wake up call on a random Tuesday morning two years later, when I was in grade six. | woke up that day, recalling every
single bit of the incident, carrying an immense weight of bitterness and regret on my shoulders, spiritually, mentally and
emotionally. | remember trying really hard to distract myself with other things like school work or day to day lives, but it
has just always been sitting at the back of my mind, never truly leaving.
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Now, fast forward to when | was in eighth grade, | was enrolled into Eric Hamber secondary school. On the first day, |
suddenly saw a glimpse of someone that looked extremely similar to that girl back in fourth grade in the halls, and
honestly, till this day, | still don’t know if it is actually her. My stomach dropped immediately, and before | knew it, |
began to experience panic and anxiety attacks every day at lunch for at least two months straight. My life had officially
hit rock bottom, and | was more helpless than ever. | didn’t want to reach out to my families or friends because that would
mean I’d have to tell them the whole truth, and obviously, that was the least thing | wanted to do. Therefore, | asked my
mom if | could transfer into another school, preferably those private religious ones as | have attended back in elementary.
One, to escape from my current situation at the time, another was because | do genuinely miss an environment that allowed
me to express my faith freely without judgement or misunderstandings. My eyes then landed on the current high school
that I am now enrolled in —an all girls private Catholic school — Little Flower Academy. Only, there was a small problem.
It is extremely difficult to be accepted as it is highly competitive. It was till the point where the front office told us to
simply forget about submitting the application form since it was basically mission impossible to get in — but we applied
anyway.
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For the next six months, all | could do was begging and praying to God asking if He could just grant me this plea and
nothing more. Considering that my anxiety still has not gotten anywhere, | decided to start watching some Christian short
videos on YouTube, which, now looking back, absolutely changed my life. It slowly but truly helped me understand what



it takes to claim to be a Christian, what it means to trust God knowing He has a Plan to prosper and not to harm me even
in the most uncertain times, most importantly, to die to my old self and let God mold me into a brand new creation.
Funnily enough, once all my focus was on God, my desire to get into Little Flower decreased, rather, all | knew was that
I could just sit back, relax and let Jesus take the wheel.
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Just when | thought there was no hope for me getting accepted, a random phone call on a random day during the July of
2024 rang. It was from Little Flower, asking if they could interview me that same afternoon. By the Grace of God, |
eventually made it into Little Flower, and well, the rest is history.
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I think there are many great verses that | can sum up my testimony, but I think there are a couple of verses that stood out
to me the most, the first one is from Matthew 6:33, where it states, “but seek first the kingdom of God and His

righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” The latter one is from Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified
with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me.”
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Thank you.
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We are continuing in the stories of Hannah, Samuel, Saul, and David through 1 and 2 Samuel. Today, we jump
ahead to 2 Samuel 7:18-29.
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Much of the story from 1 Samuel 16 onward is about Saul's jealousy of David and his attempts to hold on to
power. He thought he could thwart God's will by murdering David, but that didn't work. In fact, Saul's attempts to
destroy David worked against him. More and more of his men deserted Saul to join David, even while David was
on the run. Saul's futile pursuit of David ends in chapter 31, when Saul and his sons die fighting the Philistines.
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In the first chapter of 2 Samuel, we read that when David learned of Saul's death and that of his sons, he mourned
them. His reaction to the death of his enemy reveals something of David's character. Flawed as he might be, he
understood something about the sacredness of the office God had bestowed upon both Saul and himself. They
may not have shared the same moral fibre, but they shared the same anointed office.
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When we come to this part of David's story, he has become the undisputed leader of Israel. The leaders have
recognized God's anointing upon him. Unlike Saul's selection by lot, David's appointment has become recognized
organically by the people of God through the unfolding events of his life and his accomplishments. In 1 Chronicles
12:32, the Chronicler tells us that the men of Issachar understood the times and knew what Israel should do.
They joined those who supported David. Becoming king was not something David had originally aspired to, but a
responsibility he would accept.
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By this time, David has everything going for him. Goliath is dead. Saul is dead. He is now the undisputed king of
an emerging power in the ancient Near East. Against the background of all these successes, David decides to
build a temple for the God who has blessed him. Seems like a good idea, doesn't it? Why not?
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There is, however, a hint in the telling of this story that something more may be going on. It is a slight comment
that, on the surface, seems innocent enough but, given the circumstances, could lead to something troubling.
David says to Nathan, in effect, Look at me. I now live in a house of cedar, and God—symbolized by the presence
of the ark—still dwells in a tent. I will build a house for the Lord.”
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Eugene Peterson, commenting on this text, makes this observation: Implicit in that comparison (house/tent) is
the judgment that David is now housed better than God and that David has achieved a better standard of living
than God and that from David's position of strength he can now do something significant for God.”
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Peterson continues: If David continues to develop along these lines, he will soon be ruined as God's king. If any
of us develop a self-identity in which God and God's actions are subordinated to us and our action, our king-work
is ruined.” (Leap, pp. 162-163)
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So what can we learn from this text?
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1. God does not need us for anything
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When it comes to matters of faith, even our best intentions can lead us down the road to ruin. Just think of the
many wars fought and the lives lost because of religion. People in the Middle East still remember the horror of
the Crusades; there were also the long years of war after the Reformation—generation after generation of hate
and hurt, all in God's name. On a smaller scale, think of church splits over music, decision-making, leadership,
and church building programs. When we behave as though God needs us, we can get ourselves into trouble.
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We become like Uzzah in the previous chapter, trying to steady the ark as the oxen stumbled. He had been
around the ark, helping care for it and transport it. It was familiar to him. And although touching the ark was
forbidden, when it began to fall, he reached out his hand to steady it. It all seems so innocent, doesn't it? Even
right. So why did God's anger burn against Uzzah? What did he do that was so wrong?
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From our point of view, it seems so harsh that he should be struck down simply for steadying the ark. It is
difficult to understand. And perhaps that is part of our problem. God has become so tame in our imaginations
that we no longer expect much from Him. We live our lives without much expectation of God—and the ideas of
fear and awe, glory and honour, mystery and hope, offering and sacrifice barely show up in our imaginations.
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For me, this is the focal issue of this text: Will God still be the God of David, now that David is king? Will the
wonder of his youth escape him, now that he has power, influence, and money? What will David's relationship
with God be like now that he is at the height of his success, in the prime of his life?
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Thankfully for David, he has Nathan by his side. Chapter 7 begins with David s desire to build a temple. Initially,
Nathan is impressed. He approves of David s desire to build a house for the Lord. But that night, God speaks to
Nathan and corrects his initial encouragement.
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Nathan's role is crucial. We all need people like Nathan in our lives—people who will pray for us and with us,
spiritual friends who will help us discern God's word in and through our lives. And most importantly, people who
will tell us the truth about ourselves. This is what Nathan does.
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God instructs Nathan—probably to his surprise—that building a temple is not what He desires of David. And in
God's message, He turns everything around. David build a house for Me? Forget it. If there is any building to be
done, I'll build it. In fact, I'll build a house for David. I will provide for My people. [ will plant them where they can
have a home of their own. I will keep them safe. Imagine that!
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The clear message of God through Nathan is that it is God who will establish David, not David who will establish
God. Basically, what God is saying is, I can take care of Myself, thank you very much. But you, David—you will
need Me more now than ever.” David's future depends upon God's faithfulness and his own response to God.
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In the end, David will not accomplish what he had desired. Disappointing for David? Yes. But significant?
Absolutely. Because God has something better for David, though it may mean giving up his dream.
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This is an important lesson for us. We may not always get what we want out of life, but that doesn't mean God
has abandoned us. In fact, it is very possible that our disappointments and failures become opportunities for God
to do something in us beyond anything we can imagine—if we are willing to surrender them to Him.
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2. We need God for everything
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To me, David's response to God's no” in verse 18 is profound: Then King David went in and sat before the
Lord.”
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In his commentary on 1&2 Samuel, Walter Brueggemann draws attention to this moment in David's life. More
than his victories over his enemies, his ability to unite Israel, or his expansion of the kingdom, here is David, at
the height of his power, sitting before the Lord.There are times in our lives, perhaps more often than we realize,
when the greatest act of faith is found not in what we do, but in what we cannot do. God may be doing His
greatest work when we are weakest, when we recognize our need, and when we have nowhere else to turn.
When we cannot do anything for ourselves, God is our only hope.
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In 2009, my wife Grace and I, were invited to visit a place in China that CBM helped rebuild after the Sichuan
Earthquake. We went from Beijing to a small city in Sichuan, 11l call it DZ. To get to it we travelled through parts
of rural China, and met Christians and leaders wherever we went. I left with a profound sense of God's presence
and power in these places. Many of the people we met were without means. They were poor, powerless, alone—
people who could do little. In some places, the only thing they could do was pray. They had no Bibles, no
hymnbooks, no pastors, no church buildings. Nothing.
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Pastor D, senior pastor of DZ Church, told me about graduating from seminary and going to her first charge in DZ.
There were six elderly people and an elderly pastor. She wasn't even a Christian yet; through God's work in her
heart, she came to faith later. It would take too long to tell her story. But she said all they could do was pray. By
2009, she is responsible for 25,000 registered believers—and there are even more who are unregistered.
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It's not that she wasn't busy, or that the people in the countryside weren't busy. The amazing thing about the
places we visited and the people we met was that, armed with seemingly nothing but prayer and faithfulness,
God was establishing His house. The work was growing—not without many challenges, of course—but it began
from a place of almost nothing at all. My experience reminded me of Bruggemann s words: When we cannot do
anything for ourselves, God is our only hope.
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That is why this image of David sitting before the Lord—quiet, reflective, and submissive—is so important to us.
In David's day, when kings ascended thrones, they were often thought to be imbued with divine right and power.
Some even took on titles of divinity. No one could be higher than the king. The king's seat was above everyone
else in the room. He was the one everyone had to look to and look up to. But not here.
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This image of David sitting down, reflecting on Nathan's message, waiting, and then praying is a powerful one.
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He does this when he has come to power, when he has much, when he has enough even to build something
grand, as kings often did to establish their power and authority over their lands and people. But David does
something different. He sits. He waits. He prays. So unlike Saul, who at his moment of triumph built a monument
to himself.
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Psalm 127 puts this truth into words: Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.” We need to
remind ourselves, time and again, that God does not need our help; He invites our participation.
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This is not my church, or even our church. It belongs to God. You are not simply giving to the work of the church
or paying my salary. You are giving back, participating in what God has been doing here, what He will be doing
going forward, and what He is doing around the world. And believe me, God is alive and well—roaming wild and
free on planet Earth!
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I think David's posture has a lot to teach those of us who live with plenty, influence, and power. You may not
think you are such a person, but compared with many people in the world, even the poorest among us have
much.
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As he prays, David recognizes an important truth for us to embrace. David recognizes that everything he has—his
accomplishments, his opportunities, his resources, yes, even his life—finds its source in God.
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3. God works through the humble heart
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David may not always be a good man. In many respects, he is ambitious, an opportunist. He knows how to kill
and how to take what he wants. But what is remarkable about David is that, despite his serious flaws, he is
capable of humbling himself before God. I know it can be hard to figure out, but if you look closely at David's
story, you see this more than once.
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He refuses to strike Saul because Saul is the Lord's anointed. He shows kindness to Jonathan's son when it would
have been easy to forget him. He refuses to kill Shimei, who ridicules him as he flees Jerusalem during Absalom's
rebellion. When one of his commanders has had enough of Shimei's ridicule and asks permission to kill him,
David refuses, allowing that perhaps the Lord has permitted Shimei to speak. And in the previous chapter, we are
told that David danced before the ark of the Lord as it entered Jerusalem. Michal, Saul's daughter and David's
wife, despised him. And what does David say? 1 will become even more undignified than this, and [ will be
humiliated in my own eyes.”
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Of all the qualities that shaped David s life, I believe one stands out above the rest—his willingness to humble
himself before God.
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And why is humility so important? Because humility makes it possible for us to change, to learn, to recognize
when we are wrong, and to have the courage to say, I'm sorry.” It opens our hearts to correction, to repentance,
and ultimately, to obedience.
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Now, we don't always do this well, do we? Even David struggled with it. There were times when his pride got the
better of him, and he made some terrible mistakes. But what distinguished David was his willingness, when
confronted with the truth, to humble himself and return to God.

BAIFA SREMEX — 5 XN 2 AR TA AL - FLEme - Ffit 7t - EMIE T Ariaeysiz - EX
TERAFERITAET - SEEEHMAVERN - MR RS TR - B -

Humility is not simply a desirable Christian virtue. It is at the very heart of what it means to follow Jesus. Without
humility, how can we learn? How can we repent?
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What humility does is disarm our egos so that we are not so full of ourselves that we cannot laugh at ourselves or
listen to others without becoming defensive. It is neither weakness nor self-loathing. Quite the contrary. It takes
a lot of strength and self-confidence to be humble, because humility is not afraid of truth or responsibility. It
tames our selfish and self-centred hearts and turns us toward serving others—not out of fear but out of love. This
is how humility empowers our lives.
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And I would submit to you that this quality of humility is a discipline to be learned and cultivated as we submit
obediently to God's word and ways, and continue to nurture wonder and awe through our worship life together.

HAHHYE - WREUE PR S RIS RS - SR IR R IEIE ~ BTHIAVERS - HAE—FBoF A4S
SR KZZFR AR I SR > WRE A s

So St. Paul encourages
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5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,6 who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men.8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross
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It is this quality in David that equips him well for the work of prayer. And if you read the Psalms, one thing David
knows how to do well is pray. Our text this morning is a bold prayer, a thoughtful prayer, not one simply spoken
off the top of his head. He is sitting before the Lord. We are not told how long, but long enough to reflect on the
words of Nathan, to offer this prayer, and to begin living into its truth.
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David has listened well to Nathan—a skill much needed if we are ever going to learn to pray well. We begin by
listening. David has listened and knows—no, more than knows—he understands and, perhaps more importantly,
accepts the truth that God is sovereign. He understands that he is not the ultimate king; God is. His own kingship
exists only because God has given it to him, and because God can use him. Therefore, he cannot simply do
whatever pleases him.
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He must do what pleases God. This prayer reveals a remarkable reversal in David's life. God is now front and
centre. In contrast with David's earlier focus on what he could do for God, his prayer repeatedly addresses the
Lord by name and turns his attention to God's promises and actions.
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Peterson makes this observation: From being full of himself and his plans of God, David has become fully
attentive to God's plans for him. The prayer makes explicit a radical reversal from doing something for God to
letting God do something for him: ... What we do not do for God is often far more critical than what we in fact do.”
(1 & 2 Samuel, p. 169)
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And as this prayer reveals, it takes courage—much courage—to relinquish control and leave the initiative to God.
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But lest we think we have an excuse to be lazy, | submit that this posture of sitting before God, listening, and
praying is far from laziness or shirking responsibility.
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It is, in fact, building a solid foundation for a life of faith. Learning humility, listening, and praying are part of the
discipline of our hearts. It takes discipline to submit our hearts to God, remembering that it is He who is in
charge, not us.
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Only as we surrender to His kingship are we able to receive all that He has for us and embrace the life He has
invited us to live, submitting to His plans for us. And those plans may not be easy. Often they are not. Life can be
difficult, fraught with danger and disappointment. We live in times when people love darkness rather than light,
and in a world that can be hostile toward God and His ways.
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Nevertheless, if we can receive whatever comes our way—the challenges as well as the good—trusting that God
is sovereign in it all, perhaps we will not only survive but thrive, grow, and bear fruit. And like David, we may
boldly ask and hope for a future, holding God to His word through the covenant He has made with us through
Christ, who is our strength. Amen.
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