God Uses the Least and the Lost to Reveal His Purpose
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We are continuing our reflections on the stories of 1 and 2 Samuel, where God works through seemingly
unimpressive people to shape Israel as a nation. In our last message, Israel asked for a king. They wanted
someone to go before them and fight their battles. They wanted to be like the other nations. As we saw last
week, beneath that request lay a question of trust. If God was their King, why did they believe their security
depended on having someone else?
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Yet God has not abandoned them. Even in this difficult turn in their story, He is at work. In chapter 9, He tells
Samuel that He has heard His people’s cry and will send someone to deliver them from the Philistines. Israel
has rejected God as King, but God has not stopped caring for Israel. I encourage you to read chapter 9 and the
beginning of chapter 10 on your own for the details of what we will reflect on today. For now, let me give you
a quick sketch of the story leading up to our text this morning.
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You would think that, like the stories of kings in other nations, the story of Israel’s first king would begin in a
palace, with important people making important decisions. Instead, it begins with some lost donkeys. A father
sends his son on an errand. The son cannot find what he is looking for. A servant offers a suggestion. And
somewhere along that frustrating journey, God brings this young man to Samuel.
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What a strange beginning for a king. But perhaps that is what we need to notice. God’s purpose is unfolding
through someone from the smallest tribe, through a search that seems to be going nowhere, and through a
quiet ceremony on the road home.
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This takes us back to Hannah’s song. God raises the poor from the dust. He lifts those who have been brought
low. The story of Saul begins with another glimpse of that great reversal. The question is whether Saul will
continue to live in dependence on the God who raises him. Let me offer a few observations from our text. Before
[ do, [ want to remind you that these are my own reflections. They are not infallible; only God’s Word is
infallible. But these are some of the things I believe the Lord is impressing upon my heart.
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1. God reaches into the story of the least i3k A FF Lk BAfREHYEE

Before we follow Saul through the countryside, we need to consider where he comes from. Saul belongs to the
tribe of Benjamin. When Samuel speaks to him about the place he will have in Israel, Saul objects. In 1 Samuel
9:21, he reminds Samuel that Benjamin is the smallest tribe and describes his own clan as the least within it.
Why would Samuel speak to someone like him in this way?
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Now, Saul is not insignificant in every respect. His father, Kish, is a man of standing. Saul himself is handsome
and taller than the people around him. He has the appearance of someone people might notice. But his tribal
heritage tells another story.
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Benjamin carries the memory of a terrible past. In Judges 19-21, an act of horrific violence in Gibeah leads to
civil war. The other tribes turn against Benjamin and wage a war that nearly wipes it out. They Kkill its people
and burn its towns; only six hundred men escape to the rock of Rimmon. Israel later grieves that one of its
tribes could disappear altogether. This is more than a story about being small. It is the story of a tribe brought
to the edge of extinction by its own brothers. That history gives weight to Saul’s words.
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And later, where does Samuel gather Israel to present their king? At Mizpah. This is the same gathering place
named in Judges 20, where Israel assembled before the war against Benjamin. Now, at that place, a man from
Benjamin is brought forward as Israel’s first king.
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Who would have imagined that? The smallest tribe, which the other tribes had nearly eradicated, now gives
Israel its first king. At the very place where Israel had gathered against Benjamin, Israel now gathers to receive
a Benjamite as king. What a reversal. The people once threatened with being erased from Israel’s story are
given a remarkable place within it.
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We should not think that this erases the past or makes its violence less serious. But Benjamin’s history does
not prevent God from working through a Benjamite. God is able to open a future where people might see only
a painful past.
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[ think the story of Benjamin has something to say to you and me. Some of us carry a story that makes us feel
small. Perhaps it is our family background. Perhaps it is a failure we cannot seem to put behind us. Perhaps we
have lived so long with disappointment that we no longer expect much from our lives. We may not say it aloud,
but we wonder: Why would God use someone like me? Could He?
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Saul’s beginning invites us to reconsider that question. Our past matters, and sometimes we must face its
consequences and make things right. But our past does not have the final word over what God can do with us
today.
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God can restore dignity to those who have lost it. He can give us courage where shame has silenced us. He can
invite us into service when we have assumed we have little to offer.

R IRKE R EET Z NE™ » LA ER N A BOT O - HsEBIGIAN B S SRAILUVECEL AT
2 A DARR BB - A5 oRREBS IR R TR RS -

This does not mean that everyone who feels small will be given a prominent position. God’s grace is not
measured by how important we become in other people’s eyes. It means that our smallness does not place us
beyond His attention or His purpose.
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Hannah knew something about that. And now, in a different way, Saul is being invited to discover it too. But he
is not setting out to become king. In fact, when we first meet him, he is busy with something much more
ordinary.
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2. God finds us in our searching fFEERA TS ERAVEHE » L EIHRIRA]

Saul does not begin this journey looking for a calling. He is looking for his father’s donkeys.
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These animals are valuable to the household, and they have wandered off. Kish sends Saul and a servant to find
them. They travel through several districts, but the search is unsuccessful. By the time they reach the district
of Zuph, Saul thinks they should return. His father, he reasons, may have stopped worrying about the donkeys
and started worrying about them.
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That is an understandable concern. The passage does not tell us that Saul is lazy or that he has made no effort.
He has been carrying out the responsibility his father gave him. But he has reached the end of what he knows
to do.
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Then the servant suggests that they consult a man of God in a nearby town. Perhaps he can tell them which
way to go. Saul agrees, and this seemingly small suggestion brings them to Samuel.
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Here the storyteller lets us see something Saul cannot see. The day before Saul arrives, God has already told
Samuel that He will send him a man from Benjamin. Saul thinks he is following a suggestion about lost donkeys.
Samuel is waiting for the man God has promised to send.
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Saul is searching, but he is also being sought. He cannot find the donkeys, yet God knows where to find him.
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Eugene Peterson draws attention to this surprising turn in the story: the man looking for what is lost discovers
that he himself is the one being found. Saul has no idea how much more is happening around him than the
errand he has been given.
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Sometimes, perhaps more often than we realize, our calling finds us before we discover it. Saul, looking for
donkeys, is unaware of the larger story into which God is bringing him. He knows his immediate task. He does
not yet know what God has prepared.
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And that is often how we live, isn’t it? We can see what needs to be done today. We cannot see how today fits
into the years ahead.
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The changing of diapers, the washing of dishes, the drudgery of repetitive work, the caring for someone whose
needs never seem to end—these can feel far removed from anything we would call a divine purpose.
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Yet Saul’s story asks us not to despise the ordinary responsibilities of life. God can work through the very things
we are tempted to call insignificant. A routine task brings Saul into a conversation that changes his life.
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This does not mean that every inconvenience conceals a dramatic calling. Sometimes lost donkeys are simply
lost donkeys, and a difficult day remains a difficult day. We cannot read God’s intentions from every turn of
events. But we can trust that the ordinary places of our lives are places where He can meet us.
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There is another thing worth noticing in this story. Saul does not reach Samuel by himself. He needs someone

else’s suggestion. It is a servant, whose name we never learn, who points Saul in the direction that will change
his life.
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Sometimes God’s help comes through someone we might easily overlook. Are we willing to listen? Can we
receive a word of wisdom from a person who may not have our position, our experience, or our education?
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Saul’s search for the donkeys is unsuccessful, but the journey is not without purpose. Even though God’s larger
purpose is the last thing on Saul’s mind, Saul has not been forgotten by God.
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That is a comfort for those of us who feel bogged down by endless searching. You may not know where your
story is going. That does not mean you have slipped beyond God'’s care. And this brings us to another surprising
moment in Saul’s story.
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3. God speaks in a quiet moment HfEZEEHIN ZIEBRA TS

When Saul arrives, Samuel reassures him in 1 Samuel 9:20 that the donkeys have been found. The matter that
has occupied Saul’s attention is already resolved. But Samuel now has something else to speak to him about.
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He welcomes Saul, gives him a place of honour at the meal, and spends time with him. Then, the following
morning, as Saul prepares to leave, Samuel walks with him toward the edge of town. He asks Saul to send the
servant ahead and to remain for a moment to hear a word from God.
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[ want us to pause there. Saul has been travelling, searching, worrying, and making plans to return home. Now
he is asked to stop and listen.
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Before he is presented to Israel, before anyone cheers for him, he needs to hear what God is saying.
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In 1 Samuel 10:1, Samuel takes a flask of oil and pours it on Saul’s head. He kisses him and declares that the
Lord has anointed him ruler over His inheritance.
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There is no crowd gathered around this anointing. It happens quietly, after the servant has gone ahead. A
moment with enormous consequences takes place on the road home.
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Human beings like the great occasion. We like the announcement, the applause, the recognition. But here, the
public role begins with a private encounter. Saul must first receive the word that tells him whose people these
are and where his authority comes from.
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The people belong to God. The calling comes from God. Saul is being entrusted with a responsibility; he is not
being given ownership of Israel.
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Notice the title Samuel gives Saul in 10:1. Some translations use “ruler,” while others say “prince” or “leader.”
The Hebrew term identifies someone appointed to lead. It can describe a ruler whose authority is received
rather than independently possessed. Saul is clearly being appointed to kingship, but the emphasis matters:
God appoints him over God’s own people. His authority remains accountable to the One who gives it.
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That is where Saul will struggle later. But at the beginning, the gift and the responsibility are placed before him
together.
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And look again at the setting. The servant has gone ahead. Samuel and Saul are alone on the outskirts of town,
perhaps standing by the roadside. This is where Israel’s first king is anointed. There is no grand procession, no
crowd to impress.
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The great work of God often begins quietly, even unnoticed. Think of Moses at the burning bush, Jacob wrestling
through the night, Joseph in prison, Hannah weeping in the temple, or Jesus born in humble surroundings. So
often, God begins His work in quiet, unexpected places rather than with pomp and extravagance.
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In Matthew 6:6, Jesus tells us, “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father,
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” I know this passage is
about prayer rather than anointing, but it reminds us that our life with God does not depend on being seen by
other people. There are things He forms in us when no one else is watching.

FEERAEE 6:6 » HLGRZSIA] © “IRpFESHYNT 5 - HHIRRINE - R ENT > S IRERETEI 5 IR 12
& WMMRER o "IRRIEX L SORI RS > AL BERER]  BATSHHIRZR - HARUATHIA
FHEBEEWRIA] - AL EiS - IERAESA NEEIRHE - (R 5e Ry -

God’s work among us is not measured only by what happens on the platform. It also takes place in homes, in
quiet prayers, and in conversations where someone becomes willing to obey.
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What begins quietly in Saul’s life is later made known before all Israel at Mizpah in 1 Samuel 10:17-27. Through
the casting of lots, the tribe of Benjamin is selected, then Saul’s family, and finally Saul himself. Samuel already
knows whom God has chosen. Now the people witness that choice through the practice of casting lots. God
could simply have announced, “Saul is my man,” and left it there. Instead, the public process makes His choice
known to the community. They have asked for a king, but God remains sovereign over His people.
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And what areversal. At the very place where Israel once gathered against Benjamin, the tribe they nearly wiped
out now gives them their first king. The public gathering brings us back to the story of the least, even as it
confirms what God first revealed in private.
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So, for us as a congregation, as we discern our next steps and direction, let us remember that God’s direction is
not always accompanied by noise and spectacle. Let us train our ears to listen through prayer, His Word, and
quiet conversations with one another. And when the time comes, may our hearts be prepared to obey.
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4. God’s invitation comes with God’s help fHEYMEE » HpEREE A ESBY

Samuel does more than give Saul an assignment. He tells him that God’s Spirit will come upon him and change
him. As Saul leaves, God gives him another heart. He is not sent into this responsibility without God’s help.
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That is grace. Saul did not campaign for this position. He did not arrange the meeting. He did not create the
opportunity. God brought him to Samuel and equipped him for what lay ahead.
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Yet when the time comes to present him publicly at Mizpah, Saul is hiding among the supplies. We are not told
why. Perhaps, as he begins to grasp the weight of this responsibility, he feels overwhelmed. We can understand
that hesitation, can’t we? Hearing God’s Word is one thing; stepping forward in trust is another. The word we
receive in quiet moments is meant to shape the life we live afterwards. Here is a man who has received a calling,
yet is still reluctant to step into it.
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But God'’s calling comes with God’s help. Saul has been told that God will empower him with His Spirit. So, Saul,
come out from your hiding place. You do not have to face this responsibility on your own.

PRI > FHEIRR S RS (YRR - AP ELWT I - Y SING MR - BBl > 320 > MRSyt
5 SR | RA TR A A I X T E

There is a word here for us as well. As you discern God’s next steps for this congregation, remember that you
are not here by accident. God has placed you here at this moment in the church’s story. So do not be afraid of
the future. God often works through people and events that seem insignificant at the time, yet have a place in
His larger purpose. Our task is to be patient in prayer and to listen for His direction as we speak with one
another. Remember where this whole story began: with Hannah, a helpless woman praying quietly, willing to
offer what was most precious to the God she trusted. We have that same invitation to trust Him.

XN EATHATERE - BORT—[F SRR IXDE=E N — 0 1B E - RITTEX B2 EAN -
THEIRTTBAE RS NITA] » FrLL > AEREARK - 5 5 S EERMA R BRI AFERIE
MXEE ARIER > R 5§ R P EVALE - FATHYTHE - B Os - RIS T OIRIT RIS S - 28
ISR ST HENE ? BMEETHE——— DA » FiEEE - HEEE CRETRHIRS
WFTESERYH « SR > MEREBIEHA T ETEAM -

Saul’s later story will remind us that a gracious beginning does not remove our need for continuing trust and
obedience. Being chosen does not make us incapable of losing our way. Receiving God’s help today does not
mean we can live independently of Him tomorrow.
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So, as we consider Saul, the question is not simply, “What has God given me?” It is also, “How am I receiving it?
How am I living with it?”
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God reaches into the wounded history of Benjamin. He meets Saul in an ordinary, frustrating search. He speaks
to him in a quiet moment and entrusts him with a place in His people’s story.
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Perhaps you feel like the least today. Perhaps you have been searching and cannot find what you are looking
for. Perhaps you are carrying responsibilities that seem too ordinary to matter, or too heavy to bear.
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Do not be afraid to bring that life before God. You do not need to pretend that you understand the whole story.
Attend to the responsibility in front of you. Receive help from the people He brings alongside you. Make room
to hear His word.
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The God who frames the stories of our lives has not forgotten you.
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And as He gives us grace, may we receive it with thanksgiving and live it with humility. May we learn to trust
Him in the ordinary work, in the uncertain journey, and in the quiet moments when He calls us to listen.
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Saul’s story begins with a gift. Next week, we will consider the character of the man who received that gift, and
how he began to protect his position as king rather than trust the God who gave it.
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We already have a hint in verse 27: “But some worthless fellows said, ‘How can this man save us?’ And they
despised him and brought him no present.” How will Saul respond when others question the gift he has
received? That is a question we will return to next week.
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For today, let us remember where his story begins: with the least, with the lost, and with a word from God on
the road home. May we be willing to hear that word and take the next faithful step. Amen.
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