Community Group Study 1 Samuel 3:1-21
Making Room for God to Speak into Our Lives
Introduction

In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.” Eli is growing old, his
sons have corrupted the priesthood, and Israel is spiritually weak. Yet the writer adds, The lamp
of God had not yet gone out.” The lamp was still burning in the sanctuary; in this dark setting, the
detail also gives us hope. God has not abandoned His people.

Samuel is sleeping near the ark when God calls his name. He serves in the sanctuary, but verse 7
says that he does not yet know the LORD; the word of the LORD has not yet been revealed to
him. Samuel must learn to recognize God s voice. The question for us is whether we are becoming
attentive enough to listen, humble enough to discern, and willing enough to obey.

Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21 together.
1 God Speaks Before We Know How to Listen
1 Samuel 3:1-10

God takes the initiative. He calls Samuel before Samuel knows how to recognize His voice. Grace
begins with God. We cannot manufacture His presence or force Him to speak by becoming
spiritual enough.” We listen to the God who has revealed Himself through Scripture and
supremely through Jesus Christ.

This should make us careful with the phrase God told me.” Not every strong feeling or desire
comes from God. What we believe He may be saying should be tested by Scripture, the character
of Jesus, wise Christian community, and the fruit it produces. Samuel himself needed help to
understand what was happening.

Discuss

1. What strikes you about the contrast between the word of the LORD was rare” and the lamp of
God had not yet gone out”? What hope do you see here?

2. Samuel grew up serving in the sanctuary, yet verse 7 says he did not yet know the LORD. What
is the difference between knowing about God and knowing Him personally?

3. Why should Christians be careful about saying God told me”? How might we test what we
believe God may be saying?

2 Learning to Listen
1 Samuel 3:8-10

Samuel eventually responds, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” Listening is hard when
phones, news, responsibilities, work, anxiety, and endless information fill our attention. These
things are not necessarily wrong, but we can become so accustomed to noise that we leave little
room to listen.

Samuel encounters God while doing the work already given to him. Sometimes we wait for
dramatic direction while overlooking ordinary responsibilities. Calling often grows within everyday
faithfulness: caring for family, working honestly, keeping promises, serving others, praying, and
learning Scripture. God may not give us the entire map, but often He gives enough light for the
next faithful step.

Discuss



4. What are the main sources of noise in your life? What might help you make more room to
listen?

5. Have you known a time when God seemed silent? What did you learn?
6. Where might God already be asking you to be faithful while you wait for clearer direction?
3 Discernment Happens in Community

Samuel hears the voice, but Eli helps him understand it. There is irony here: Eli is not a perfect
leader, and God s message will expose his failures. Yet God still uses him to guide Samuel.
Discernment is seldom entirely private. We need Scripture, prayer, and the wisdom of others.

Healthy spiritual guidance does not control another person s choices. It helps them listen, ask
good gquestions, test what they hear, and recognize fruit over time.

Discuss
7. Who has helped you recognize something God might have been doing in your life?

8. How can a Christian community help someone discern God s direction without making the
decision for them?

4 Hearing God Leads to Obedience
1 Samuel 3:11-21

The first message Samuel receives is painful news about Eli s household. Imagine speaking that
word to the man who has cared for you. Speak, LORD” is not a romantic prayer; it is surrender: |
am willing to hear even what | would rather not hear.” Faithful people may still be afraid.
Sometimes the next step is uncomfortable.

The chapter ends: The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel s
words fall to the ground.” God calls; Samuel listens; Eli helps him discern; Samuel obeys; and in
time the community recognizes the fruit. His calling becomes visible through faithfulness and
character, not merely because he claims to have heard from God.

As a congregation seeking direction, we naturally want the whole plan. Who will lead us? What
should we do next? What will our church become? Perhaps our first task is to pray together, listen
to one another, test what we hear, and obey what God has already made clear.

Final reflection
9. Is there an area of your life where you know the next faithful step but have hesitated to take it?

10. If we prayed, Speak, LORD, for your servants are listening,” what might need to change in us
personally and as a congregation?

Closing prayer

Share prayer requests. Pray for our congregation during this season of discernment—that we
would listen well, discern together, and have courage to take the next faithful step.
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