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Prayer: Father, open our eyes, hearts, and minds as we come to your Word. Speak to us, and make us one, we
pray. In Jesus’s name, amen.
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What do you think of when you hear the word revelation?
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Maybe you think of the book of the Bible, or perhaps a time when something suddenly became clear to you.
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Maybe you can imagine yourself getting out of bed while the room is still dark.
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Stumbling across the room to the window, you pull back the curtains and the room is filled with light.
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Suddenly, what was unknown in the dark becomes clear—it has been revealed.
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In this last part of John 17, Jesus talks about revelation.
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Verse 6 begins with the words ““I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.””
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God has made himself known to the world in the person of Jesus—and as we will see, this revelation has many
implications that are highlighted in Jesus’s prayer.
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Just before discussing these implications, however, | would like to offer a few comments on the wider context
of Jesus’s prayer, that will help us to better understand what is happening in the passage.
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John 17:6-26 brings to a close what is known as Jesus’s farewell discourse, which we have been studying over
the past several weeks.
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All of chapter 17 is Jesus’s prayer to the Father.
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Jesus’s life was saturated with prayer, and this dark moment, is no different.
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Last week, we looked at the first 5 verses of John 17, where Jesus prays to be glorified.
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This latter portion of the prayer is all about unity.
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In verses 6-19, Jesus prays for his disciples—his closest friends and followers who are with him throughout his
ministry—and prays that they will be ready for the time when he will leave them.
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In verses 20-26, Jesus prays for all believers, that we would know Jesus just as he knows the Father.
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Right after this, in chapter 18, is Jesus’s arrest and trial.
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While Jesus is praying, he knows that his hour has come.
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He knows that his death, resurrection, and ascension are right around the corner.
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With this in mind, the first point | would like to highlight is Jesus’s prayer is the request that the disciples will
be united in the same way that Jesus and the Father are united.
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In verses 6-9, Jesus tells of the disciples’ belief—they have accepted the words that Jesus received from the
Father.
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We know that the disciples had lots of disagreements, but they ultimately remained united in Christ—they knew
that he was sent by the Father.
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Jesus is soon going to leave the earth, so in verse 11 he asks: “Holy Father, protect them [the disciples] by the
power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.”
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The disciples seem to have a bit of a hard time accepting that Jesus will leave them.
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In Matthew 16:21-28, for instance, Jesus predicts his death and resurrection, after which Peter pulls him aside to
rebuke him.
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Jesus responds with the strong words “‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me---."”
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Earlier in John’s gospel, at the end of chapter 16, Jesus tells the disciples that they will be scattered and that
they will leave him all alone.
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Despite this, Jesus does not give up on his disciples—he prays earnestly for them, that they would be united and
protected from the enemy.
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Jesus did not promise that being a Christian would mean life is always easy.
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I know from my own life that this is not the case—I’m sure that all of us have known pain and suffering.
BAE R A 5 v R =5 B IR A — AR AS MBI A A BRI s i o R 4

But we know that the enemy, Satan, has ultimately been defeated.
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Since Jesus will be leaving the world, his disciples are responsible for carrying on the work of sharing the
gospel.
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But this cannot happen unless they are united in Christ.

BRIFARAM AL R L i Ry —, A HIAS (I {5 A SR 58 1

An article in the journal National Geographic can help to illustrate the point.
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In the late 1980s, two biologists were studying arctic wolves in northern Canada.
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One day, the pack of seven wolves had found a herd of musk-oxen, including both adults and calves.
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The wolves approached the herd, but the musk-oxen formed a circle, with the calves protected on the inside and
the adults on the outside.
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As long as the herd stayed together, each ox was safe.
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The oxen and the wolves fought back-and-forth, one-on-one, for some time.
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Part of the way through the article, though, comes the line “Eventually, the herd panicked.”
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In a matter of seconds, the herd had splintered away, leaving each ox vulnerable to the wolves’ attack.’
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In a similar way, the disciples had to be united to carry on the work of sharing the gospel.
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The second point | would like to highlight is that Jesus and his kingdom are not of this world.
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Perhaps you have heard the phrase ‘We are in the world, but not of the world.’
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Maybe you’ve seen it on a bumper sticker or a t-shirt.
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Maybe it is something you have said yourself.

PSR H Catm ek,

But what does it really mean to be ‘not of this world?’
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And since we have been placed in this world, how can we live in faithfulness to Christ without being overcome
by ‘the world?’
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1 L. David Mech, “At Home with the Arctic Wolf,” National Geographic, May (1987): 562-592. Cited in Craig Brian
Larson, 750 Engaging Illustrations for Preachers, Teachers, & Writers, (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002), 790.



Jesus knows that he will soon leave the world, and prays—starting in verse 14—
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“I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of
the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.
They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.”
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We see here that it is not only Jesus who is not of this world, but also the disciples.
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Before going on, | would like to clarify that we do not want to make the mistake of saying that the created
world is bad or evil.
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After finishing the work of creation, God himself pronounced the world good after finishing the work of
creation in Genesis.
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It is important to take care of the world—and the goal of eternal life that comes through Jesus is not just getting
out of here.
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‘The world,” as it is used here, refers to that which has rebelled against God.
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In Genesis 3, sin enters the world and the world goes into chaos for much of the rest of the biblical story.
(ERAIIEEEZE 3 vk, JEAEA (IS, ARBERSieariy JLER CEL 0 IRl HE, IR Ba AL 1 1AL,
But there is redemption to be found.
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As Christians, we have been called to be in the world—Iook at verse 18 of today’s passage—Jesus has sent his
disciples into the world.
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To be ‘not of this world’ means that we do things differently—we are not to hurt others for our own advantage.
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We are not to do everything in our power to get ahead.
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We have been called to be different from those around us; our actions ought to show a positive difference from
our non-Christian friends and neighbours.
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Jesus modelled this perfectly when he washed his disciples’ feet in John 13, after which he said “I have set you
an example that you should do as | have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him” (John 13:15-16).
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The kingdom that Jesus brings is unlike any worldly kingdom.
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The story of Israel in the Old Testament is one that is full of highs and lows.
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One particularly low point comes in 1 Samuel chapter 8.
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The elders of Israel come to Samuel the prophet and ask for a king.
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Israel was a nation that was supposed to do things differently—they had the LORD as their king.
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The request for a human king, however, was foreshadowed in Deuteronomy 17, where the requirements for
Israel’s king put him in contrast to the other kings around.
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Israel’s king was to make his own copy of the law, he was not to gather great wealth, and he was not to marry
many wives.
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Israel’s king was not supposed to be a king like the nations.
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But when the elders of Isracl come to Samuel, they say “now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other
nations have.”
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In great distress, Samuel goes and prays to the LORD.
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A few verses later, the LORD tells Samuel, “it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their
king” (1 Samuel 8:5, 7).
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Israel requests a king like the nations, and God grants their request.
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The first king they received was Saul—a poor leader who eventually went mad and took his own life.
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He was followed by David, who was notably better than Saul but still far from a perfect leader.
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He committed adultery and then murder to cover up his adultery.
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Solomon, David’s son, married many wives, which was specifically forbidden for Israel’s kins.
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He also allowed idolatry to run rampant and eventually had the kingdom ripped out of his hands.
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The list goes on and on for centuries after this.
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Time and time again in the biblical story, the kings who are ‘like the nations’ fail God and his people.
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But Jesus is not a king ‘like the nations.’
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Jesus is not of this world.
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He does not operate in the same way as worldly kings.
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He washes his disciples’ feet.
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He lays down his life for his friends.
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When Jesus is glorified, it is not at the expense of others—he is receiving what is rightfully his.
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Beginning in verse 20, Jesus’s focus shifts slightly.
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At this point, he prays “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also be in us
so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:20-21).
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In the same way that Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one, now Jesus prays that all believers would be one.
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But he does not only pray that all believers would be one, but that we would also be one with God.
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The truly astonishing thing here is that Jesus is now praying for all of us—for you and for me.
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God has revealed himself to the world in Jesus, and because of this, we are invited into the very life of God.
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This is amazing!
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This is not something that is ‘of this world,” but something that only God can do in us.
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Jesus prays for all Christians to be one, to be unified, “just as you are in me and | am in you.”
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This is not the first time this language has been used in John’s Gospel.
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In John 10, Jesus describes himself as the Good Shepherd.
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John 10:14-15 says “‘I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.’”
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God exists in three persons, but is only one God—the word we use for this is Trinity.
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Analogies for the Trinity can often be more harmful than helpful, so I will not try to give an example here.
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But one point | do want to stress is that all three persons of the Trinity are completely aligned in their mission.
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We know from Matthew, Mark, and Luke, that Jesus was in great distress on the night before he was going to
die.
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But even in this distress he prayed that the Father’s will would be done.
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Matthew 26:39 says: ““‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you
will.””
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In a similar way, the Church with a capital C—meaning the worldwide body of Christ is united in faith and
mission.
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As one Bible commentator states: “in a divided world...there is no excuse for Christians not to work afresh in
every generation towards the unity Jesus prayed for. If we are, essentially, one in faith, there can be no final
reason why we may not be one, also, in our life and worship.”?
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Pastor Callum mentioned in his sermon last week that this prayer that Jesus prays is not a prayer that we can
pray.
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We can, however, pray that God will bring unity in the church—that we as a local group of believers may be
one, but also that we may be working together with other Christians towards the life of unity that God has called
us to be part of.
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Have you ever been part of a team?
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We all probably have been on some kind of a team, maybe a sports team, or a committee at work, or a group
working together on a school project.
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If a team is going to accomplish their goals, they need to be united.
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If not, one person may end up doing all the work, or the goal may never be accomplished.
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For several summers when I was in high school and university, | worked at a number of Christian summer
camps.
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Every summer, several weeks of programs were offered when children, teens, and families from all over the
area would gather for shared meals, swimming, outdoor games, sports, Bible teaching, and a host of other
activities.
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The camps varied in size and location, but each camp had staff—maostly teenagers and young adults—who
came from a variety of church backgrounds.
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Because the staff often changed from year to year, each summer had a mandatory staff training period.
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ZN. T. Wright, John for Everyone Part 2: chapters 11-21, (London: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2002), 99-
100.



Before the camp programs for the summer began, all of the staff gathered together for a week to get to know

one another, spend time in prayer, receive discipleship training, and to establish the vision for the upcoming

summer programs.

EZ WS T blth 2 i, Fram CREA K, H— R A, s, BeMEalsk, o

B AR 2 JUT A N7 3

We all had to be united in our commitment to sharing the gospel in life, word, and deed with the campers who

would come that summer.
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We all had to be working together or else things would fall apart.
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This is just one small example of the larger reality revealed to us in the person of Jesus, and in his prayer for all

believers.
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This is part of our witness to the world, and in our unity we are witnesses to Jesus, as verse 23 of today’s

passage says.
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In verse 24, Jesus asks that we can see him in his glory.
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In the final two verses, Jesus talks about knowing.
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The world does not know God, Jesus says, but we know him because he has revealed himself in Jesus.
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He finishes the prayer by saying that by making the Father known to the world, the same love that the Father

has for Jesus can be expressed to us, and, as Jesus says “‘that [ myself may be in them’” (John 17:26).
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May our prayer be, Father, make us one, even as you and Jesus are one. Amen.

KA, APAI i A BECE B S M s, mUERwR AP ER & 1M Ry — k. BT,



