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There are moments in human history that can only be described as turning points — events or
decisions or situations that change the course of history.
NFARE S A2 E (F R BRE — S ~ T e B R B i 1 R Sy
HERE -
The day someone discovered that fire is not only hot and dangerous, but useful:
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now people could cook food, now people could focus on living rather than surviving.
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The day someone decided to become a farmer rather than a hunter
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—now food could be grown and animals raised, improving the quality of life and allowing people
to settle in the same place.
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The day someone learned to use metals, not rock or stone.
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Metal tools helped civilizations thrive, but also conquer.
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The list goes on: mathematics, the printing press, the discovery that the world is round, the
industrial revolution, the discovery of penicillin, the internet, Al.
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Yet none of these compares with that moment about 2,000 years ago outside Jerusalem, when
a man in his thirties, one Spring night, said “the hour has come”.
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The words fall from this man’s lips in a prayer — a prayer described as one of the most sacred
passages in all of Scripture.
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A prayer that since the 16" century has been called the “High Priestly prayer”.
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A prayer unlike any other in the Bible: here, in John 17, we listen to the Second Person of the
Trinity address the First Person of the Trinity in the longest recorded prayer in the New
Testament.
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Yes, the man who utters this prayer, the man who said “the hour has come”, the man who lies
not just at the centre of history, but before its beginning, at its beginning, throughout its path,
at its end, and for eternity — the man who is the turning point of all turning points, is Jesus.
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So, we reach the conclusion but also the apex of all Jesus has said in this personal message to
his disciples in John 13-17.
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We come to what truly is “the Lord’s Prayer”.
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The conversation with his disciples is over.
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All that Jesus needs to tell them has been said.
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Now the most important conversation begins.
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(Worth remembering that human conversation is never the final conversation.)
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Jesus leads his disciples to Gethsemane.
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On the way, he lifts his eyes to heaven and prays, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son,

that your Son may glorify you.”
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Today, let’s look at the opening five verses of this “turning-point” prayer.
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Jesus says, “Father, the hour has come”.
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“The hour has come” —it’s a phrase we’ve met before in John’s Gospel — well, almost.
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Remember Jesus turning water into wine at a wedding celebration in John 2.
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Jesus’ mom tells him: “They have no more wine.”
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The wine has run out.
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Listen to Jesus’ answer: “Why bother me? My hour has not yet come.”
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It’s not yet time for the great turning point of history.
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Remember, the Feast of Tabernacles in John 7 and 8.
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There’s conflict, confrontation, and clash of belief about Jesus.
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People want to seize him.
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John 7:30 and 8:20 say they could not “because his hour had not yet come.
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It’s not time for the great turning point in history.
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But then Jesus enters Jerusalem and the final week before his crucifixion begins.
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Some non-Jews ask to see him.
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And the hands on the clock move.
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In John 12:23, Jesus says, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”
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And then, just a few verses later, he adds, “...and what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this

hour’? No, it was for this very reason | came to this hour. Father glorify your name.”
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The time is almost upon them; the turning point is closer.
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Then, at the Passover meal with his disciples, as his final message to his disciples begins, we read

in John 13:1, “Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the

Father.”
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And in John 16:32, at the end of his personal message, Jesus says, “A time [literally ‘hour’] is
come and in fact has come...”
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The turning point is here.
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The single most significant moment in all human history has arrived.
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Everything will now change — Jesus will go to the cross, on the third day he will be raised from
the dead, and 40 days later ascend back to his Father and return to the glory he had before the
world began.
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The “hour” has come.
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So Jesus prays — at the turning point of all of history, Jesus prays.
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As we listen to Jesus’ prayer, unpack what he is saying, and consider what difference it makes
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for us, let’s begin with the very first word Jesus utters: “Father”. In Greek, it’s “pater”.
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In John’s Gospel, this is the equivalent of the more familiar Aramaic word, “Abba”.
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Abba was never used by religious people in Jesus’ day to address God.
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Abba was far too intimate.
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Even our “daddy” or “papa” doesn’t capture this intimacy.
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As Christians, we are privileged to call God “Abba”, as Jesus did — Romans 8:15 and Galatians
4:6 tell us.
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But we do so only because we have been granted such intimacy with the Father by faith in Jesus.
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What is staggering, is Jesus is not granted such intimacy; he has this intimacy, as the Son of God.
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For him, “Abba” is not just a term of affection, it’s the expression of the overflowing love and
intimacy between the Father and the Son.
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In this single word, we are given a glimpse into the Trinity, and therefore the confidence Jesus
has in his Father.
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See, Jesus is going to die.
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And in death, he is utterly dependent upon his Father’s power to raise him from the dead.
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“Abba” becomes the perfect and most definitive expression of submission and trust.
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This intimacy we are invited into, as Romans and Galatians tell us; but let us never lose sight of
the depth of love and trust expressed here.
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The turning point of history comes because of the unparalleled intimacy between Father and
Son.
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The single word “Abba” or “pater” shows us this.
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Never lose sight of this.
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Because of the intimacy between Father and Son we have relationship with God.
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So what does Jesus pray?
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Look at verse 1: “Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”
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He’ll repeat this in a slightly different way in verse 5.
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“And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world
began.”
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Notice that Jesus does not seek glory.
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He’s not like those who long for fame or riches or position.
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Nor is he asking for something that isn’t already his.
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He’s not drafting a wish-list — he had glory before the world began.

AN EATAL AR EE B — R SRFRIG 2 Al - AR R T -

Nor is he demanding his glory be returned, as though it’s been kept from him — he’s not like the
child who says, “It’s mine, | want it back”.
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Instead, Jesus is praying to fulfil what has always been true and always will be true about him:
his is a life of glory, bringing glory to the Father.
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Jesus is praying, “Father, this is the path that has always been mine, from before time and into
eternity. It is from glory to cross to glory.”
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So that, Philippians 2:10-11 say, “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.”
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His prayer takes us from before time began to beyond the end of time and brings us to this
moment, this defining moment of glory.

AVt ST IR 2 AR EFHEAR T FIERMIwEE N E—% > EERE
(EENES IS

But what is this glory?
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My dad was an ordinary person: he wouldn’t win prizes for his looks or his eloquence or his

popularity.
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If you met him in the street, you’d pass by without a second thought.
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But put a cello between his knees and a bow in his hand, and this ordinary man was transformed
—a world-class cellist.
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The cello revealed his glory: his masterful musical ability.
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In the Bible, glory reveals who someone is.
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Moses cannot see God’s face when the glory of God passes by.
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Elijah pulls a cloak over his face when the glory of God passes by.
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The staggering wonder of the Gospels is that the glory of God is not hidden: it is seen in the

miracles and ministry of Jesus.
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So, after Jesus turns water into wine, we read in John 2:11 that this was the first sign that

revealed his glory.
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But what’s even more astonishing is this: in John 12:23, Jesus says “The hour has come for the

Son of Man to be glorified.”
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Moments later, he says, “And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to

myself.”
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Then verse 33 adds “He said this to show the kind of death he was going to d|e.
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The astonishing truth about Jesus’ glory is not that it is just the glory he had before and after

time, it is that his glory is most supremely revealed at the cross.
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The cross —the most offensive, unspeakable, horrific form of execution in the ancient world; the

most disgusting and shameful death, reserved for the most heinous criminals — reveals most

clearly who Jesus is.
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Our response to the cross is not just “Hallelujah, my sin is forgiven,” but, like the centurion at

the crucifixion who stood in front of Jesus and saw how he died, our response is, “Surely this

man was the Son of God.”
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The cross is the glory of Jesus because the cross shows us who Christ is.

T AREIRERA SR - N Ry T ARmEAME R T AE 2 -

Yet how can it be that the place we’d least expect to find God’s glory is the clearest place to find
God’s glory?
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It’s because the cross demonstrates this fundamental truth:
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verse 2 says Jesus was granted authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those
given to him —to all who respond.
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We think of the cross as God’s way of fixing the problem of human sin.
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Yes, sin is punished in Christ’s death.
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And with our faith in Christ, we are made right with God.
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Hallelujah! But the cross is so much more: the cross is the clearest place to find God’s glory
because the cross shows us that Jesus is given the right to give eternal life — to judge.
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It’s what Jesus says in John 5:26-27: “For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the
Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son
of Man.”
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It’s what the parable of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25 show:
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The Son of Man — Jesus — appears at the end of time to judge: those who did not follow him (the
goats) face eternal death; those who did follow him (the sheep) are welcomed into his eternal
kingdom.
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The Son of Man — Jesus — has authority to give eternal life.

AT —HER—A TS T KA -



9

When Jesus prays the verse of verse 2, he prays what has been eternally true of him — he is the
Saviour, the giver of eternal life, the Son of God.
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Acts 4:12 says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
to mankind by which we must be saved.”
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The cross is the glory of Christ; Christ is given authority.
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And then in this prayer —in verse 3 —Jesus shows us what eternal life is.
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How often do we think eternal life is about quantity — never ending life.
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As a child, | thought eternal life was sitting on a cloud playing a harp, like those Renaissance
painting of naked babies with wings and a harp —and it was forever.
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But eternal life is not about “how long” (and it’s not about naked babies with harps either).
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To God, quantity is not what matters. Eternal life is of course eternal.
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But it’s the quality of eternal life that matters.
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One Bible teacher says, “Eternal life is not so much everlasting life as knowledge of the
Everlasting One.”
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Eternal life is a relationship with God the Father and Jesus Christ, his Son.
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It’s that truth that drew me to Jesus nearly 42 years ago.
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I’d always believed there was a God, but a teacher in high school told me | could have a living
relationship with God, because of the cross.
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The cross is the glory of Christ because we can know God and know him forever!
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The cross is Christ’s glory. But the cross also brings glory to God.
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We know — and rightly so — that the cross is for us.
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Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners,

Christ died for us.”
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So, in Charles Wesley’s great hymn, “And Can It Be”, we sing, “Died he for me, who caused his

pain”
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It is staggering to think that we deserve death, yet Christ dies for us.
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But this prayer of Jesus reminds us of something more: the cross brings God glory.
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Look at verse 4: “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.”
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Have you ever thought of this?
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The Father sent Jesus, as Jesus says in John 4:34, “to do the will of him who sent me and to finish

his work.”
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And on the cross Jesus cries, “It is finished” (John 19:30).
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What these verses tell us is that Jesus’ death is not just victory over sin, but a declaration of

God’s glory.
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Jesus’ death on the cross proves God’s purpose is right and his purpose is done.
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1 Peter 1:18-20 say we have been redeemed by Jesus’ blood — the cross — because this was the

Father’s purpose for Jesus before the creation of the world.
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Titus 1:2 says God promised eternal life before the beginning of time.
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This has been God’s plan since eternity!
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And now, in this moment, the turning point of history, Jesus submits to the Father’s will — the
Father’s purpose — and goes to the cross.
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What God promised is now being done, by Jesus, and so what the Father promised is proved
true.
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God does not lie.
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God is glorified! Christ brings the Father glory.
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Does this turning point — this hour — make a difference?
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We cannot pray this prayer.
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Only Jesus can pray this prayer.
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This prayer is unique to him.
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So does this prayer matter? Yes.
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It matters because to this great prayer, the Father said, “Yes!” Yes, my Son, the hour has come.
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Yes, my Son the cross is your glory.
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Yes, my Son by the cross, you will give eternal life.
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And yes, my Son, you will be raised from the dead.
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The Father said, “Yes!” And that makes the difference.
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The turning point — the hour — makes all the difference.
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How then shall we respond?
ABFEERAM 5% 20 feT [E] FENE 2

In 1945, Adolf Hitler was dead.
19454F. » [r[E - AR A1t -

Germany embarked on the overwhelming task of rebuilding itself as a nation.
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The great German theologian Karl Barth returned from exile in Switzerland to the University of
Bonn.
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His first lecture was about to begin.
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With the noise of cranes and earthmovers in the background, Barth looked at his class of war-
weary students.

FEACEEEAIHE TR AR S T - PR AL A -

His very first sentence was: “I believe in God.”

EVEE—HEhE © T FAHEH -

The hour has come. Christ will go to the cross.
RHEE T - BERE B 528 -

God’s glory will be seen most clearly.
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Will you say, “I believe in God”?
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