Sermon Notes
November 5, 2023
“The Turning Point”
John 17:1-5

Turning points in human history

“The hour has come”
The “turning point” prayer

“The Hour has come”

We’ve met this phrase before in John’s Gospel
At THE turning point of history, Jesus prays

“Father” — Jesus’ most intimate expression of confidence and trust

“Glorify”

What it means; what is doesn’t mean
Glory reveals — Jesus’ supreme glory is the cross

“Eternal life”

Not “how long”, but “with whom”

“Finishing the work you gave...”

Submission

Why this prayer matters

Questions:

What are the turning points in your life — events, moments, decisions that made a huge difference
for you?

Jesus has finished his personal message to his disciples (John 13-16). Now he prays. What does
this tell you about the importance of prayer?

Look through John’s Gospel for the phrase “the hour”. Look at each context. What do you think it
means in each context? How does each use relate to Jesus and his mission?

Romans 8:15 and Galatians 4:6 tell us that we call the Father “Abba”. It is a word no one ever used
to address God. How does this affect how you pray?

We sing “To God be the glory”. What does it mean to say this? How does “giving God glory” make
a difference in our daily lives?

Does it surprise you that the glory of Christ is supremely revealed at the cross? Why?

How would you explain to a non-Christian that the cross is the glory of Christ?

What is “eternal life” for you? Why is it important to remember that “eternal life” is not about
“how long” but about knowing the Father and the Son?

Why do you think Jesus doesn’t mention the Holy Spirit in this prayer?

How has the cross been the turning point in your life?
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