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John &5 1E= 16:16-33
“In a little while...”
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We've been looking at Jesus’ farewell message to his disciples in John 13-17.
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It’s just hours before Jesus will be crucified.
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Jesus has gathered his disciples for the Passover supper.
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In John 13, in a shocking, provocative act, he —the Lord of Glory — has washed their feet.
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By washing their feet, he has taught them that servanthood and love for one another are the
patterns of discipleship that should mark their lives.
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Over the next three chapters, in one of the longest sections of Jesus’ teaching in the Gospels, he
has explained that he alone is the way to know God
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| am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father except by me.
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He has encouraged his disciples with the promise of the Holy Spirit, who will be Jesus’ presence
in them and with them.

HERF T EE ARG BT e - BB R R HE SR A (AR B AR - G I Bt M (ST

| will send you another Advocate.
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He has told his disciples to remain in him, the true vine, and so be his witnesses to the world.
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He has assured them that though they will face opposition, he is with them, and the Spirit will
empower them.
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And in a few moments, he will pray — a prayer described as perhaps the most sacred passage in
the four Gospels.
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But before he prays, he will calibrate the disciples’ “spiritual sensors”.
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He will help them see that in the immediate situation, there will be grief — but not to worry
because their grief will turn to joy.
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And he’ll do this by using what looks like an ambiguous phrase: “in a little while.”
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Jesus is on the way to the fulfilment of his mission —the cross.
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His disciples no doubt have all these words swirling around in their heads.
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And then Jesus appears to confuse them even more with what seems to be ambiguous: “In a
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
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What does he mean? %ﬂjmﬁ“ﬁ?i’:?ﬁ ?
Well, let’s look at this phrase “in a little while.” 5B TEE " ~A | BHJEE -
Jesus has said somethlng like this before. HR ik AR HER B AEAYES ©
Turn to John 13:33. G5 EIE|4YEgES 13 : 33 -

“My children, | will be with you only a little longer [there’s the phrase]. You will look for me,
and just as | told the Jews, so | tell you now: Where | am going, you cannot come.”
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Where is it that the Jews and Jesus’ disciples cannot come?
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It’s to the cross and then Jesus’ death and burial.
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Jesus points to the cross. Bk B35 1728 -

Now look at John 14:19. I{FE5E4MfES 14 = 19 €] -

“Before long [“in a little while”], the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.”
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What does this mean? 2 & {f/# =& ?

It’s Jesus’ burial, but also his resurrection. = SHfRAYZEE > 2 MifEE -

Jesus refers to his resurrection appearances — the disciples will see him.
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Now look at our passage. IRFFFIARELL X -
John 16:16 says, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will
see me.”
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There is some debate about Jesus’ meaning, but the clearest interpretation is that Jesus means
the cross and the resurrection.
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In any case, you can see why the disciples are confused.
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At no point in the Gospels have they understood that Jesus must be crucified.
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Remember, in Matthew 16:21-22, Peter rebuked Jesus for saying he will be crucified and then
raised.
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In Matthew 17:23, Jesus says the same. £ KXfES 17 Z 23 € > HPektER T [EAERYES -
The disciple, we read, are filled with grief. FAfTE&%] > FIFEMEERIEIEE -
John 2:22 tells us that it is only after Jesus is raised that the disciples believed the Scriptures and
what Jesus said.
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So, here in John 16, they don’t “get it”. A7) » fF&VERTES 16 = » if 1 4H "HHH , -
Despite all that Jesus has said, they still don’t understand.
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(Who here has sometimes been a little frustrated that your kids, your friends, your employees
don’t always “get it?” Pastors can sometimes feel that way too!)
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But it’s also encouraging: Jesus never gives up on his disciples and he won’t give up on us, even
when we don’t get it — when we still need to learn the same lessons over and over.
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Jesus doesn’t give up. Be encouraged.
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Nevertheless, the disciples ask, “What does he mean?” ZR[f] > FAFEMRT @ "B TEERE ? |
(Verse 17) Interestingly, it’s not Jesus they ask — they ask each other.
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But Jesus knows. {EH[SRF1H -
What follows is Jesus’ teaching that his death is coming, but his death is not the end.
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He will be resurrected. f @875 -

So, after everything Jesus has said and taught in this farewell message —and before he prays his
“priestly prayer” as it’s called — Jesus brings his disciples back to the centre of who he is and why
he came: the cross and resurrection.
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All because of a simple phrase: “in a little while.”
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Let’s look at what Jesus says. FEF TG B Gk 2 EFEERAY ©

The first thing Jesus explains is this: “you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.”
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Someone once said that on the golf course, every shot makes someone happy — just it may not
be the person who plays the shot.
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In a little while, the disciples will see Jesus no more. “~Z_ » PFEMELE EARZHRER T -

He will die. He will be buried. #i & sE%E » FEFHEIEZE o

And it’s the world that will rejoice! {5 &= |

Each Easter, there’s usually a story in a magazine or newspaper or TV interview that tries to
prove that Jesus never rose from the dead.
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Some years ago, | came across a book by an American professor of philosophy.
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Its purpose was to show that the resurrection never happened, but also that we are better off
without the resurrection: we’re free from religious constriction, free from primitive unscientific
beliefs, free from moral boundaries. We can do what we like.
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The Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:17, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile.; you are still in your sins.”
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The problem is there are no moral boundaries if there is no accountability to Christ, and there’s
no accountability to Christ if there is no resurrection.
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A dead Jesus cannot do anything, change anything, redeem anything.
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So, the world rejoices. 7L » tHFEE -

We should not be surprised when people claim that Christianity is poisonous or belief in God is
pure ignorance.
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It’s the state of the world. Jesus knows this. 5 1 FAYERAR o BRERHAIE S —5BE -

And that’s the point: Jesus knows the world is like this.
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But, and here’s his second point, his death is not the end.
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The disciples will grieve, but their grief is temporary.
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In verse 21, Jesus gives an illustration of a woman giving birth.
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Many of you here today can identify with what Jesus says: the pain of giving birth is nothing
compared to the joy of holding your newborn baby.

S RAEFERET 2 N RER0 RN SRATERAVES © B A B A E R AL - AR SR
AT -

So, it is for believers. it » 12245 (S HENAY -

We grieve that Christ had to die for our sin — that it was our sin that placed him on the cross —
but the cross leads to the tomb and the tomb brings us to Easter morning.

ﬁﬁ?%ﬁdf‘”]é’]alaﬁﬁ? Pl 5 IR G — B IR SEIE A S TAE 5728 E — (B2 =) 1E
S BT EE AR R -

”In a little while you will see me,” Jesus says, “and you will rejoice, and no one will take away

your joy.”
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There’s a profound truth here. 12 #H —{E4Z|AYERE -

It’s fundamental to Biblical faith. 18 2 B2 4& S {IAYFERE -

Listen to the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18: “For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is
seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
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What Jesus says, what Paul writes is this: grief or sorrow do not have the final word.
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It’s this we remember when we suffer.
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In the mid-1950s, an English pastor with a famous preaching ministry in London, noticed some
uneasiness in his throat and a dragging in his leg.
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He went to the doctor. {1 EHEL 4 -

He was told he had an incurable disease: progressive muscular atrophy.
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His muscles would gradually waste away, his voice would fail, and his throat would soon be
unable to swallow.
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For the next 3 years, he gave everything to his ministry: writing books, organizing prayer groups,
and speaking as best he could.
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His legs became useless.
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His voice went completely.
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On Easter morning, 1960, just a few weeks before he died, he wrote a letter with his shaking
hand to his daughter.
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He wrote, “It is terrible to wake up on Easter morning and have no voice to shout, 'He is risen!'-
-but it would be still more terrible to have a voice and not want to shout.”
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Our struggles now are but “a little while” compared to the eternal joy Jesus brings.
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Jesus is alive.
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“In a little while” we will see him, and no one can take away our joy.
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The third thing Jesus explains is that prayer will become less about asking and more about
relationship with the Father.
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“In that day,” he says in verse 23, “you will no longer ask me for anything. Very truly, | tell you,
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”
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And in verses 26-27, “In that day you will ask in my name. | am not saying that | will ask the
Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have
believed that | came from God.”
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Prayer won’t be merely a list of topics or themes or needs; it’ll be an encounter with our
heavenly Father, a conversation in which we grow in our understanding of Jesus’ ways and
therefore we pray “in his name” and our prayers inevitably are answered.
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There’s something deeply significant in Jesus’ teaching here.
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Our prayers are effective because Jesus died for us, because we have access to God through
Jesus’ shed blood, because Jesus is risen and alive.
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This becomes very practical: our prayers are an extension of our worship.
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Worship must lie at the core of prayer.
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And by worship, Jesus reminds us in these verses that we are in the awesomely privileged
position of knowing God personally.
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We are united with the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit.
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We have free and direct access to the Father by the grace of God.
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Therefore, as we lift our eyes in worship, express how great God is as Father, Son, and Spirit,
our hearts learn to beat in ever closer rhythm with God’s heart.
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We hear, sense, know his will in Scripture, by the Spirit.

WM EERET - BB - MEtrEL PN EE -

And our prayers are less about lists and more about his glory — “in his name”.
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| urge you, let your prayers begin with worship, worship that digs deep into the truth of who
God is as Father, Son, and Spirit.
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Your prayers will be much clearer in purpose, you’re your requests much more finely tuned to
God’s will.
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Jesus brings us back to the cross and resurrection.
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“In a little while” is the key that opens what he needs to say to close his farewell message.
"R EEAEEE R RS - R DA TR (S B A A AT AR AYES -

But there’s one more thought. And it’s very important.
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In verse 29-30, the disciples appear “get it”.
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“Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask

you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.”
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Have they finally “got it”? No.

fr &% TEAE ) THE ? R o

There’s a problem.
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It’s the same problem all of us have at some point —and it’s not restricted to age or background:
we think we know all we need to know.
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“Yep, we know who Jesus is, I’ve read the Bible, I've heard the Sunday School stories before,
there’s nothing this sermon can teach me.”
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Jesus knows the disciples have so much more to understand — their belief is shallow, untested,
unrefined.
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Jesus responds somewhat ironically.
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“Do you now believe?”
CHRAEIRTIE TS 7
We know this is irony, even perhaps sarcasm, because the word he uses for “now” is not the
same as the disciples’ word for now in their statement.
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Jesus’ word for “now” implies “temporariness”.
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He’s saying their confidence is misplaced; it’s going to be tested and they will scatter.
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And that’s exactly what happens when he is arrested — just look at Mark 14:50-51.
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So what’s the solution?
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How can their confidence become strong?
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Look at the last words Jesus says in this farewell speech: “...in me you will have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”
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Our confidence can never be in ourselves, how much of the Bible we know, how long we’ve
been a Christian, how well we serve or how much we give.
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Jesus does not say, “Take heart, you have overcome the world.”
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Our confidence is “in me” —in Jesus.
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He is our peace.
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And by the cross and resurrection, he has overcome the world.
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That’s the vital perspective for each of us to remember and act upon.
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The crucial victory has been fought and Jesus is the victor.
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“In a little while” —a simple phrase that brings us back to the cross and resurrection.
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The world rejoices and tries to prove Jesus wrong.
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Don’t be surprised.
NENEERT -
“In a little while” we will see him.
"R BeffE RE L
Suffering and struggle will come.
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Don’t be surprised.
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“In a little while” tells us to look not at what is temporary, but at what is eternal —the risen Lord
ofall. "R, &HFFFAM » NEFEIFH - BEKWNH — B2 TE&EET -
Give ourselves in worship, worship opens our eyes to the relationship we have with the Father,
through the Son, by the Spirit.
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And lean on Jesus, not our own confidence.
RSEARER - A ZEAMTE CHIE L -
Jesus is the victor.
HRERE A -
“In a little while” proves it.
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