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John &J¥48 & 15:26-16:15
“The Case is Won”
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Many years ago, when | pastored in England, a church member had to go to court — it was a
small claims court; the church member was accused of defrauding someone.
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| was asked to give testimony as a character witness, to declare from my experience that the
church member was a person of integrity and honesty.
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| remember entering the witness box, facing the judge, courtroom staff, and lawyers, and
promising to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
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| confirmed my name, my occupation (pastor), how | knew the accused, and how long | known
the accused.
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Then, | was asked questions about my impressions, observations, and experience of the church
member’s character.
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The church member was innocent.
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| don’t know if you’ve ever been to a court: maybe sitting in the public gallery to watch
proceedings or maybe as a witness or maybe as part of a legal team representing someone.
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| hope it’s not as someone accused of a crime.
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But have you ever thought that as followers of Jesus, we are in court — each day, every day?
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How we behave, what we say, where we stand on our convictions about Jesus and the Gospel,
are all on display.
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I’m reminded of this each week.
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As staff we discuss what phrase to post on the church signboard: is the phrase informative,
challenging, relevant, honest, true, Biblical?
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Will the phrase offend? Is it too political? Are the words wisely chosen?
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And what does it say about our Christian faith?
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Each week, many people drive by or walk past the signboard. What do they see?
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It’s the same with our lives.
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Whether it’s a signboard or how we live, people watch, draw conclusions, pass their sentence
upon us.
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Someone once said, “If you were put on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough
evidence to convict you?”
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Would our lives display enough “proof” that we are followers of Jesus?
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As Christians we should stand out — stand out because we are known for our love but also
because we say there is such a thing as sin;
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stand out because we announce that the only name under heaven by which anyone can be
saved is the name of Jesus;
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stand out because we believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus, because we believe in the
power of the Gospel to change broken lives,
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because our lives have been transformed and we love others because Christ first loved us,
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because we believe truth and justice are found in Jesus,
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because we declare Jesus is Lord, the incarnate Word of God, the one who is triumphant over
the grave, the one who is above all authority, the one who will return, the one before whom
every knee must bow.
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We are in court each day and every day.
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Three weeks ago, we learned how in ancient courts there were no lawyers to represent plaintiffs
or accused.
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You represented yourself and called witnesses in your support.
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Remember, | said that in an ancient court, if you were accused and you left the courtroom before
the end of the case, you risked losing the case.
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This metaphor of the courtroom is used in John’s Gospel.
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Jesus presents his case and brings his testimony and the testimony of Scripture, of the miracles
he performs, of the lives he changes, of God, his Father, to prove he is the Lord.
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But Jesus will be crucified, buried, resurrected, and ascend — he will leave.
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Who will continue his case?
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The Holy Spirit is sent as “another Advocate” — one like Jesus.
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As Advocate, the Spirit witnesses for Jesus and teaches us what to say as witnesses for Jesus
(John 14:26).
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What | didn’t explain is who the judge is in this court?
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The judge is God the Father.
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Now, the Father is not judging his Son, Jesus.
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Instead, the Father will bring his verdict on the world: he sent his Son Jesus, so how will the
world respond?
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Look at John 3:16-18: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
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There’s the Ianguage of the courtroom.
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Now, listen to John 3:19: “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved
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darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
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To bring this judgement, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit — the Advocate.
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The Spirit is sent to prove the world wrong, to confirm Jesus is Lord, and to pass judgement.
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This is what Jesus says in our passage today.
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Let’s look carefully at verses 8-11.
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In verse 8, Jesus says, “When he [the Spirit] comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to
sin and righteousness and judgement...”
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| became a Christian in 1981.
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| attended a charismatic Baptist Church — lots of focus on the power of the Spirit, speaking in
tongues, raised hands in worship, and prayer for the fresh filling of the Holy Spirit.
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In many ways | am incredibly thankful for those days.
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But what was sometimes forgotten was this: the Spirit is given not for us to have nice
experiences in our worship, but to present us as living testimonies of the person of Jesus Christ.
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Some people may respond to this testimony by rejecting Jesus, others may receive Jesus, but
the purpose of the Spirit is to convict the world.
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What does this mean?
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When it rains, our dog Mikey does not like going outside.
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We hope he will rush under a bush to relieve himself.
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Sometimes, he refuses.
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We go to bed and take the risk!
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Usually, he is very good.
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But there have been a couple of times when, in the middle of the night, I've turned on the hall
light and found a small “Mikey deposit” on the floor.
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Mikey’s midnight activities have been exposed, brought into the light.
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The word “convict” means expose, bring into the light.
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The Spirit turns the light on; he exposes the world so that the world knows it needs Jesus.
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How does he do this?
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He will convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement.
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These three — sin, righteousness, and judgement — each have something to do with Jesus.
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Verse 9 says, “about sin, because people do not believe in me.”
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It’s popular to define sin as “falling short of the glory of God”.
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The image sometimes used is of a target with 100% moral behaviour as the bullseye.
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We aim for the bullseye, but we miss or fall short.
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This is sin, we say.
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At its core, however, sin is not falling short of a moral standard; instead, sin, as this verse teaches,
is not believing in Jesus.
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The fundamental issue with humanity is not just that we fail to follow God’s law;
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the fundamental issue with humanity is that we do not believe Jesus is the Son of God, sent by
the Father.
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Sin is the rejection of Jesus.
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The Spirit’s role in this great courtroom is to challenge the world — everyone — with the most
important question anyone can be asked: “Who is Jesus?”
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It’s why John writes his Gospel: “These are written,” he says in John 20:31, “that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”
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John’s Gospel, inspired by the Spirit, is a direct challenge to human sin.
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What does this mean for you and me?
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For all our mission efforts, all our moral behaviour, all our ministry goals, the Spirit’s purpose in
you, through you, and by you is to convict people so they ask, “Who is Jesus?”
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Doesn’t this change how we step into each moment, each day, each week?
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Do people see Jesus?
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This is why in these chapters, Jesus over and over says to us, “Love one another, obey my
commands remain in me, believe in me, receive from me.”
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As we live like this, the Spirit is saying to the world, “Look — look at these Christians — and see
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who Jesus is!
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The fundamental problem with humanity is the rejection of Jesus Christ — this is sin.
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And the Spirit is given to convict the world of this sin.
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And you and | are part of how he does this.
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Let’s look at the next verse.
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Verse 10 says, “about nghteousness, because | am going to the Father where you can see me
no longer.”
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What does Jesus mean?
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It’s the resurrection and the ascension.

g ARG AT R

Jesus will be raised from the dead and he will return to his eternal position of glory and final
authority, at his Father’s right hand.
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Now remember, if Jesus leaves the courtroom early, he risks losing the case.
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Here, the Spirit’s purpose is to prove that Jesus’ departure from the world was in fact the
vindication of Jesus’ case.
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When he ascended to his Father’s side, Jesus did not put his case at risk, instead he proved that
he is the exalted Lord — the case is won!
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Listen to Ephesians 1:20-21: the Father raised Christ “from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.”
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You cannot get higher than this.
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Justice (or righteousness — for in the New Testament justice is just another word for
righteousness) is done — Jesus is vindicated.
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And the Spirit’s role is to apply the truth of Christ’s vindication. How?
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Through us: John 15:26-27 say Jesus sends us the Spirit of truth, he will testify about Jesus and
we must also testify because we know Jesus.
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Again, this brings us back to what Jesus has said about loving one another, obeying his
commands, remaining in him.
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When | love you, do what Jesus tells me, seek Jesus with all my heart, | am Spirit’s witness to
the world that Jesus was crucified, resurrection, and ascended.
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Now look at verse 11: “and about judgement, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned.”
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Who is the prince of this world?
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Satan, the Devil. In this world the power of evil stands in total opposition to God.
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This is a spiritual reality — we see Satan’s evil in the distortion of God’s truth, the manipulation
of human sin, the stimulation of human pride, the aggression of human obstinacy, the
opposition against Christ and the church.
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Let’s understand two things about Satan.
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Satan is like a wounded, vicious animal — he will lash out and kill.
WE S — & 2 BN EF Y — e i 2 BRI

We cannot take him for granted or dismiss him as irrelevant.
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His desire is that we go astray — we wander off the path of discipleship (as Jesus warns in John

16:1).
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Second, Satan is a defeated enemy.
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His defeat is guaranteed because Jesus made a public spectacle of the evil powers by triumphing

over them by the cross (Colossians 2:15).
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It’s this second point that John 16:11 declares.
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The Spirit’s role is to confirm the judgement of the cross upon this world and the prince of this

world.

B2 S A FH R e - SR S A A8 T SRR ] T A B ) s A

Satan is defeated; his condemnation is guaranteed.
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In other words, you and | know the outcome.
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It’s like watching a sports game and knowing the final score before the game begins and as the

game is played.
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We continue the battle against the devil, but even if we feel we are the underdogs, that so much

seems to be against us, that persecution is real (as Pastor Lee reminded us last week), Christ has

won.
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Romans 16:20 says, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.”
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“Take heart,” Jesus says in John 16:33, “I have overcome the world.”
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The Advocate — in this courtroom — confirms the truth that Jesus is Lord.
PRELET- fEE VR RE I - 358 1 HR A2 E R,
He convicts the world of their sin of not believing in Jesus.
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He proves Jesus is just and right because Jesus is seated above all power and authority.
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He condemns this distorted world and the prince of this world because Jesus defeated Satan at
the cross.
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So what does this mean for you and me today?
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Let me offer two thoughts.
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First, we persevere.
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We know following Jesus is not always easy.
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We will be rejected — as Jesus says in John 16:2.
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You will be disagreed with; you will be held in contempt; you will be pushed out.
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The world hates Jesus, it will hate us — don’t be surprised if you face opposition.
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The opposition you face is a sign of the Spirit’s work in you and through you.
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But know that you are not left ill-equipped.
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The Spirit comes. He will guide us into all truth — meaning opening Scripture to us.
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We have the resources to continue.
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He will confirm our relationship with the Father — he brings glory to Jesus by taking what is Jesus’
and making it known to us — we share the beauty and wonder of Christ’s relationship with the
Father.
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What a privilege!
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Second, these verses guide us in every conversation.
0, GO RE — CEER TRl R T RN
No matter who you talk to, the profile is plain:
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that person is broken and needs healing;

AN AR, 725G,
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that person is lost and needs to be found;
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that person is a sinner and needs to find forgiveness.
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But what they really need is to come into the light and believe in Jesus.
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Our task isn’t to identify every moral failure in someone’s life, our task is to introduce them to
Jesus —in him they find forgiveness.
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Every person seeks hope and assurance.
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Our task isn’t to offer therapeutic assistance or consolation, but to introduce them to the one
who reigns supreme, seated above all power and authority.

WMEHEB A 2 R e R E B el B, R A 4R 48 2w I —Ar, 5t AR e P
AREREARERLZ L1

Every person longs for freedom (from addictions, attitudes, guilt, past events, negative
influences from family or culture or circumstance).
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Our task isn’t to debate the details, but to introduce them to Jesus whose death on the cross
and resurrection guarantees ultimate release from the clutches of evil.
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We point to Jesus — this is the Spirit’s work in this great courtroom.
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You no doubt have heard of the great Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen.
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He was the first to discover the magnetic meridian of the North Pole and to discover the South
Pole.
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On one of his trips, he took a homing pigeon.
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When he reached the North Pole, he opened the cage and set the bird free.

B REALAR, fRITEEE T, BT S,

The pigeon made it all the way to Norway, to Amundsen’s home, to Amundsen’s wife.
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She looked up and saw the pigeon circling above and she exclaimed, “He’s alive. My husband is
still alive.”

SR AR ZE T AEEH, BRI TS B, hErE.  [fEiEE. RoUREEE. |
That’s all she needed to know.

BRI T EATE K — V).

Jesus will depart.

HI Ak EE BB o

But he gives the Holy Spirit to his disciples — you and me.

L A B2 2 T 4 ot X YA — AR AT 3R

The Spirit, like Amundsen’s pigeon, is the constant reminder that Jesus is alive, he is victorious,
he is at the Father’s right hand.

B, MBRAZEARST 8, AERERMERZEZEN, MO/ 7, fkER
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In the great courtroom, we declare that the verdict is given.
FERIERE b, A S M2 FI A5 2R

The case is won.
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