John 15:18-27 “Minor Key, Major Hope”
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Trinity Baptist Church, Oct. 22, 2023, Pastor Lee Boehm

In our current series, Pastor Callum and Pastor Silas have been guiding us through Chapters 13 to 17 in the
Gospel of John.

ERFBERIRVEERYIH, CallumiiEmFnSilasEBEEFERMREEOBESINE13ER17E,

These chapters give us an inside look at Jesus’ farewell message to his closest friends — to the twelve disciples
who have walked with him for the past three or so years.
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We can imagine that the disciples’ hearts were heavy as Jesus told them what was to come.
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If we were to describe their emotions as a musical expression, | think we would describe them as being setin a
minor key.
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However, | think that some parts of Jesus’ message in these chapter are in a major key.
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Let me illustrate the difference between major and minor keys.
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If | go to the piano, | could play a cheerful tune in a major key.
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How about the “Bridal March” - we’ve had some happy weddings here lately, haven’t we? (play piano).
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That’s in a major key. It’s very cheerful.

B REH o FREREA -

But what if | played the same tune in a minor key, how would that sound? (play piano).
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Almost like a funeral dirge! Sad, even depressing!
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It's mostly the same notes, with just a subtle change in the middle of the chord.
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A change from major key to minor key.
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Jesus is leaving his friends.

HRERSEREFAMAVAA AR T

| imagine that some of what he says would be in a minor key.
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His friends are certainly downcast and confused.
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But Jesus is giving them reasons for hope, so actually some of what he says could be described as being set in a
major key.
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For example, last Sunday Pastor Callum shared with us about how we can live in relationship with Jesus — how
we can remain in Him — even when He is physically absent.
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We do this by living as branches in Jesus, the true vine.

FAHEHC AR - ERVs S E e iR A -



That sounds like a major key.

BTG SRR -

It is hopeful and positive.
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In fact, it ends with Jesus commanding us to “Love each other”.
BE L BLIBRarSFM TR ) AR

That’s definitely a major key.
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Last Sunday we ended with love, with encouragement.
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However, in the very next sentence, as we come to today’s passage, Jesus changes the tune from love to hate.
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He says “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.”
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What a depressing theme!
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This theme is definitely played in a minor key.
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We'll recognize many of the same notes we’ve heard before, but they are set within a theme that is truly
troubling, even disturbing.
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But minor keys can still be beautiful.
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They can still be redeeming. (Play Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata ).
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Minor keys can be beautiful and redeeming.
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We’'ll see today that even when Jesus talks about this difficult topic, we discover something beautiful,
redeeming, and even encouraging.
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In today’s passage, Jesus brings up the subject of persecution — the fact that the world hated Jesus, and so it
will inevitably hate us for loving Jesus.
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It's a troubling truth.
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Honestly, | wish that | could avoid this topic.
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But we do need to deal with it.

BRI T R -

And we find in it something beautiful.
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That is, when we experience persecution because of Jesus, we can then experience closeness with Jesus in a
whole new way.
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When the world hates us because of Jesus, we can take heart that the reason it hates us is precisely because we
are united with Him.
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However, we need to be careful about this — we should not take pride in being hated.
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We shouldn’t boast about being persecuted.
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We need to be careful that we haven’t brought it upon ourselves.
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We never have an excuse for being rude or insensitive.
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We are instructed in Colossians 4 to “be wise in the way you act toward outsiders....Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt...” (Col. 4:5,6).
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We need to do what we can so that if anything offends people, it is only the gospel, and not our lack of caring
or sensitivity.
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We need to remember that the “world”, no matter how much it opposes us, is still the world that God loves.
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We don’t need to look any further than John 3:16 to be reminded that “God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Son...”.
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We are not to love worldliness, but we need to love the people of the world, no matter how much they oppose

us.
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And we need to do our best to not cause offence, except for the offence of the gospel message itself.
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Yet, Jesus is warning us that even with our best efforts, some degree of persecution is inevitable.
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Here in Canada is it usually in the form of an subtle negative prejudice.
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However, | know that several of you have faced much more direct and painful persecution for your faith in
Jesus.
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One example, which is largely overlooked in the news media, is the recent attacks on Christians in the Manipur
area of North-east India.
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The news source Christianity Today reports that “Since May [of this year], more than 180 people have been
killed, hundreds of churches have been destroyed, and thousands have been displaced”?.
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Some of our own people here at Trinity, Lalpi Guite (who led us in worship songs this morning), and his wife
Zam, and one of our former pastors, Haupi Tombing, come from this area of India, and their own family
members have had to flee their homes.
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They may never be able to return.

1 More Than Manipur: Tribal Christians Divided by Borders Yet United in Faith; By PUM ZA MANG in Christianity Today, SEPTEMBER
14, 2023.
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Although there are political and ethnic issues involved in this conflict, it is clear that Christians and churches
have been favorite targets of brutal violence.
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Severe persecution is a reality for Christians in many parts of the world, even today.
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Many face threats upon their lives, merely for their faith in Jesus.
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If we are in Christ, then some degree of persecution is inevitable.
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However, the Bible never encourages us to seek out persecution.
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Rather, it exhorts us to live at peace with everyone, as much as it depends on us (Romans 12:18).
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To be honest, | would like to avoid persecution completely.
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| would like to think that | can get along with everyone.
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But Jesus makes it clear that the world will hate us simply because we belong to Him.
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There’s no escaping it.
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In verse 19 of today’s passage, Jesus says, “l chose you to come out of the world, so [therefore] it hates you.”
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There’s good news here — the good news is that Jesus has in fact chosen us.
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He has called us into a special relationship with Himself.
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He abides in us, and we abide in Him, by his Holy Spirit.
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We can take heart, because when we are persecuted it is a sign that we belong to Him, that He is with us and
He is in us.
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And He has chosen us personally.
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What an amazing thing!
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And not one of us deserves it.
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Yet He has loved us and has chosen us, and He has called us to be in the most intimate relationship with
Himself.
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When we face persecution, it merely reminds us that we belong to Jesus!
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When we are attacked or even overlooked because of our faith, Jesus stands with us, closer than a brother.

ERFAGEMN 22 EHECER - IMRERMELE > EEh i i -

When talking about persecution, Jesus changes the focus in verse 22.
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Jesus switches from defence to offence.

HRER{ERn 2R mITE T,

He has warned us about how we will be opposed.

HEHIF, FHSUER R,

Now He turns his attention to the guilt of these opponents.

R TR EE L ERITE T,

Jesus says “They would not be guilty if | had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse for
their sin.” (v.22)

Hpghar:  [FERBRBEMM, MBI, [BNSthfrTEEa#EE . | (228))
Jesus turns the tables on his opponents here.
HRERMEIS R AP a1 A ATHES 7 B E.,

But this would be better described as Jesus pulling back a curtain, to reveal what’s going on behind the scenes.

(BE—IRIFREAREIHARER, BrsREENERE.

He peels back a curtain to show that there is a higher court, a heavenly tribunal, to which all people, including
our persecutors, must answer to.
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When we are being persecuted for Jesus’ sake, the truth is that those who judge us are the ones who are really
being put on trial.
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This is a reality that forms a backdrop to the entire book of John’s gospel.
EE—(ERRABEREEEENRESR.

When Jesus comes as the light of the world, it is the world that is on trial before the court of Heaven.
EEEMEAHERRCOREER, MEEEHFERENZEIRER,

In John 3:19 we read about the verdict:

FEXES3: 199, BRAERFER:

John writes, “This is the verdict: light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.”
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When Jesus came into the world, God the Father was watching to see how people would respond to his Son.
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Their eternal destinies would be determined according to how they responded to Jesus.
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Jesus came to save the world, but sadly, as we read in the very first chapter of John, “He came to that which
was his own, but his own did not receive him.” (John 1:11).
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The verdict is the same near the end of the book of John.
FLSEENERRE, FIEE—EN.
When Jesus stands on trial before Pilate, the Roman Governor, he turns the tables on Pilate.

EEEMLERSEERNSHAIRER, (e rEERE.



We read, starting in chapter 19, verse 10, that “Pilate said. ‘Don’t you realise | have power either to free you or
to crucify you?’ Jesus answered, ‘You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.””
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Pilate thought that he was sitting in judgment over Jesus.
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Jesus tells Pilate that he has no such authority — and then Jesus goes further, and pronounces judgement on
Pilate!
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Jesus declares that Pilate is guilty, and that the Jewish leaders are even more guilty.
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You see, God the Father was sitting in judgment over how these petty rulers would deal with his Son.
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Because we know that our Heavenly Father presides over the highest court, we can have confidence, even in
the face of persecution.

EAEERMANERMIRREER=Ab, BEEENEE, HMADBAEELD.
He will bring every person to account, including those who oppose us, and He will vindicate those who trust in
Him.
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God is not only the highest judge, He is also the supreme ruler over all time and history.
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God knew in advance what would happen to Jesus —in our passage today, Jesus quotes a prophecy that was
fulfilled by his opponents:
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Verse 25 quotes Psalm 69:4, “They hated me without cause.”

F25805 |69 4, [HEHIRIRY, LEERMNEEEZ. |
This was written in Scripture centuries before it was fulfilled by those who persecuted and executed Jesus.

RAEAEHLZAIRES, SERS 7 ERMAIZEIZIE.

God knew beforehand what would happen.

HETAESREHE.

God was sovereign over all the events of Jesus’ trial and execution.

HEE—V SRR EFIAT 2R A M-

And He allowed it for the very purpose that Christ could serve the sentence for our sin, and that He could rise
to share with us the gift of eternal life.

HAFHE—IRENBRNIERR T EEETLIGHMIVFERSE, WEMRLISRERMSZXENE
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When we experience persecution, we can be sure that God is still sovereign over all that happens to us.

ERMCERER, I EHDAEREERMS LR—IEETE.

Nothing escapes his foreknowledge, and nothing sidetracks his plan for our salvation.
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As we read in Romans 8, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (Rom.
8:28).

IFNFPERBESEFERIN: [EMNE, ESHEEND, U2 #HHOAGERE, ERIEER
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He is working out his plan for our good.

HIEFE BRI PIRIRESITHEAYETE,

If people persecute us, we can be confident that God is sovereign and in control of all that happens to us.
MRAPEEEF, HMATLUEGEGHEESE LN, EEEREAERMS LRI,

He will work it out for our good.

HWER THMHEE

He is the supreme judge over all courts, the one enthroned in Heaven, who will bring justice for all, and who
will vindicate all those who are faithful to Him.

WEMEIZENR=AE, BRYEEXEERE FRNEE, WRAMBATRAE, WAREERMEAIA
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So, when we face persecution, we should realize that it is a sign of our being united with Christ.

Eit, SEEEEER, RAEEZSHIERRMEEERSINE.

We should be confident, knowing that a higher court will judge all people, including those who oppose us.

HMEEBEL, MEESHLEFRSEFIEA, SEIPLRATMAIA.

And, finally, we should take heart knowing that the Holy Spirit gives testimony through us.

RiE, HFIEZIRIERR, MERSEERHFERE.

In Pastor Callum’s recent sermons, He has pointed out that in these chapters of John, the best word to describe
the Holy Spirit is “Advocate”.
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It’s a legal term.

B—{EREWEE.

The Holy Spirit advocates for us — He takes up our case and defends us against all charges.

R AIIRRE - EFRANET, HRIfiRE, REmEEE.
And in this chapter, Jesus makes it clear that when we face opposition because of Him, our Advocate stands
with us and testifies on our behalf.

HE—EF, HERERRE, ERMEWMEERIRER, HPRRBMERFE—E, ARKAE
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Verse 26 says, “When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father — the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father — he will testify about me.”

B2efiEn: [EREERBPRERBAIR, MEIERXHRATABEENE, WRAIFHEERKFRE. |

When we are being judged by the world, we can be certain that the Holy Spirit, our Advocate, will testify about
Jesus.

ERPImHFEAES, KPULEE, BE, MRS, SRIEMERE.

We can rely on his testimony to make the truth clear.

AT LA S f bR R 2R EAR.,

He will make clear that Jesus is truly the Son of God.
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And He will make clear that we stand forgiven and blameless because Jesus has served the sentence for all of
our sin and guilt.

HEBRMERE, RFIEREOFENSRER, RAIMECaBfrrErTHER.

However, we still have a part to play in testifying to the truth of Jesus.

PATD, EREEERIEIESE, FfIEIARTLASE(FA.

In the final verse of this chapter, Jesus gives us a commission.

EARZRIRE—R, BREMG T Refi—EfREaD.

He says, “And you alﬁ must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.” (v. 27).

R [RPBEERE, EAMRPICREMEKRERE. | (278) .

This was true for the first disciples, and it is still true for us today.

FE—HFIRERER, SRAIEMABE—%.

For we have the testimony of those first disciples written down for us, in the New Testament.

RAS—IFIEETOHREMAE T 7 ECHNRE.

When we face persecution, the Holy Spirit will bring these Scriptures to mind.

ERMEEEER, BEREIIFPIREELEN,

When we face opposition, it is an opportunity — it is an opportunity to testify for our Lord.

ERFEEREE, ER—AKES SR —EARKFNE/FRENNS

And we need not worry.

AT

We are only secondary witnesses.
BARBREEA.

The primary witness is our Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

RTERBARKFRREE, B,

He will give testimony that no one can refute.

i ER, IREATLURE,

He will speak for us.

HWE A TREE.

And He will speak through us.
R EEFA RS,

Jesus himself taught us, “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that
time you will be given what to say, 2°for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you.” (Matt. 10:19,20).

HRERREHERM, [EACRFERLHE, FERBOCERRE, BReEm. ZERHER, LIBar %
shYEE, RRARIFMECHRR, MEFARKNEEFMARERY. | (BX@EEL0: 19,20) .

When we face persecution, our Advocate, the Spirit of God, speaks for us, and speaks through us.

ERMEEEEER, MRS, S8, ARG, WEBHKMEREE.

Notice how closely the Father, Son, and Spirit are linked in these verses.

mre, EELRH, BER. BFNEECMNHEBRZERR,

The Spirit is sent by the Son, the Spirit comes from the Father, and the Spirit testifies about the Son.
BESRTENN, EREMQMAN, EREATERS.

The love of the Trinity is nowhere more intertwined with us than when we face opposition because of Jesus.

=U—REREERFIREE—R, RBIRMEER SR EER RS EERERIRER T,



When we face persecution, we have a unique opportunity to know Jesus, to know the Spirit, and to know our
Heavenly Father.

ERMEREER, R —(EBTrNESRTHERES. BHEE. BHEHNRRL

When we stand in the face of opposition, in Jesus’ name, we can know and experience, more than ever before,
the love and empowerment of our Triune God.

ERIZ=ERERRIREE S, BFELLAEHURHRET B e AN AR eI = (U —RE Y= 0RE

| must admit that | have rarely faced persecution, and even when | have, it has been quite mild.

F/EER, FROEEREE, BEREER, HRMARE.

However, the time in which | faced the strongest opposition to my faith was very formative for me.

A, EREHEEDMmEE R ERIBRER R E LR TR RPEER.

When | was 18 years old, | completed a year of studies at a Christian University.
B8R, RE—FIEEHABTN 7 —FHNEE,

But that wasn’t when | grew the most.

(BFAREFAREZHIIF R,

It was afterwards, when | ended up working and living in quite an opposite environment.

(R RAVR RS FE EH ARG P TR EERIEE

After the school year finished, my grandfather found me a job workmg for CN Railway, on a labor crew
stationed in remote locations in the forests of Western Ontario.

BEERE, BRIERXAEEE T —DENERATNIE, ERELARERENFEPHRMIBEN—
{E55 TERRRITAE.

| was far from home, | knew no one, and | spent all week with the wildest young men | had ever met.

HERRE, BARHEEAA, BE—ARERESAMEAMIRR BRI —HFEAT—E.

These were true party animals that at times did things that | would not like to recount to anyone.

ELEEIERREEY), BREH—ERAEEEAABRINES.

We had to live together all week, sharing small bunk rooms, and returning home only on the weekends.

BAAEAMEE—RE, HRANEERRERE, REEERTEEEZR.
My coworkers sought every opportunity to get intoxicated and carouse in the nearby towns.
KA EISERE IS eI T p R ERREERIEER

As | shared a small bunk room with one of the popular guys, | realized that | would have no privacy, and so if |
wanted to have any time with God, | would need to read my Bible publicly.

ERMEP—EZERDHIATB—ENEEREER, REERHREEARM, WRBEEHER,
B FERIERHIEELE,

| did so, and when | later explained to several of them that | was a Christian, it suddenly became so silent that
you could have heard a pin drop.

WEFRM T, ERERAMBPPHNLEAREREESER, (MRAEENLtREE, DERMRLEE
EEHE FRRIE S,
It was the strangest thing they had ever heard.

EEMFEEBN&EET IERSIE.

It was as if an alien from outer space had moved in among them.

HIFHE—EINEAEINRTEN T FIRE.

In the following days | certainly had to endure some ridicule, but that soon settled down, and we came to
respect one another.

EETRINERE, BREATNEARZ—EEK, BRRMEE TR, HMMREHRSE.



My coworkers continued their reckless behavior, but | had some of the best opportunities ever to talk about my
relationship with Jesus.

FHIRSEEMMINERTR, BREE—EAREINE IRt PIXRIELERERAIRIIER.

And even though | seemed to be the only Christian around, and at times the only sober person around, | rarely
felt alone.

FEEPEERUTFRE—NEER, tERE—SEAEERA, BREDEEIE,
In fact, | think that during that summer | grew closer to Jesus, and stronger in my faith, than at any other time in
my life.

FEHL HRREIMESXK, FtFEmPMEARHEEEZIENE, EEIM_ EEMNEE.

| believe it was because as | stood alone for Jesus, He stood with me.

HREEREAERAHEBNNET, MHEEKFEIE.

Though the work was brutal and the conditions were terrible, | would never trade those months for anything.

MR TIFRIGIRES, IRMFBRER, (BRKEZEBEXER FARIEELE

Maybe you have faced similar situations.
MR BERIBLEURIER.
| know that some of you have faced far worse.

HANE(RPIP A — A RS BRI,

But for all of us, we will inevitably face persecution if we stand with Christ.

BEFMITEAR, WRFFAREFLTE—R, BfSATEREEEE.

But when we do, we should realize that it is a sign that Jesus stands with us.

EERMEEEER, HMEZEHEIE SRR LS.

We are being identified with Him.

BeAPIo 2 BAEAY.

He is with us and in us.

HEARFIRE, ERFIHEm.

We can be confident, knowing that there is a higher court which will set all things right.

EBMALUEED, NEE—(EESNEREHEMEES.

This minor key is full of major hope.

EENAFwm T KEE

For we know that when we speak, especially in the face of opposition, Jesus stands with us, and our Advocate
will give testimony through us.

EaTkfirng, EFxfaER, SR RErs, BMERfEE, LH, HANRSEmTEET

PHERZE.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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