“Minor Key, Major Hope” -- John 15:18-27

Main point: When we face persecution, we experience oneness with Christ and the Spirit
(our Advocate) in a deeper way!

-The scene in John 15: Jesus is leaving this world, but assures his followers of the Spirit’s
(the Advocate’s) presence.

-In musical terms, this would sound like a “minor” (sad) key. However, it is filled with a
major hope!

1. -Persecution is sign of our unity with Christ. (John 15:18-21)
- Persecution is real today, and in many places around the world it is severe.
- Yet we are to treat even opponents peacefully. (Col. 4:5,6: Rom. 12:18)
- “For God so loved the world....” (John 3:16)

2. -Our persecutors will face God’s supreme court. (John 15:22-25)
- God’s verdict (John 3:18,19)
- When Jesus was on trial, his “judges” were really on trial before God.
(John 19:10-12)
- v. 25 — God is sovereign, even when we are persecuted.
-Psalm 69:4 prophesied that people would hate Jesus “without cause”.
- Even in persecution, God is working for our good. (Rom. 8:28)

3. -When we are persecuted, our Advocate stands with us. (John 15:26-27)
-He testifies for us. (John 15:26)
-He testifies through us. (John 15:27, Matt. 10:19,20)
-He is the primary witness, who empowers us as secondary witnesses.
-The Trinity works in harmony, is close to us, and empowers us as we give witness.
-a personal example

Discussion Questions:
1. A) When have you faced opposition for your faith?
A. How did it feel?
B. Did God seem close or distant?
2. What encouragements do you find in today’s Bible passage for when you face
persecution?
3. How do you think God can use persecution for our good?
4. Why do you think “Advocate” is a fitting name for the Holy Spirit?
5. When you want to share your faith with others, do you find the words come easily or
with great difficulty?
6. How can Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:19,20 be of help to you?
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