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Ancient Christian tradition says that when the Apostle John, the disciple of Jesus who wrote
John’s Gospel (where our reading comes from) was a church leader in Ephesus, his hobby was
raising pigeons.
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Apparently, on one occasion, another church leader who had just returned from hunting, passed
by John’s house. #555i- » H—X » S5— AL MIIFTIRCI KAV Z & H S BETERHIZE -

He saw John tending to one of his birds. ft & R 451 IERAM ) —EEE T~ -

The church leader gently rebuked the Apostle John for spending his time so frivolously.
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John looked at the church leader’s bow — the bow he had been using to hunt with.
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John said the string on the bow was loose. &R = _FAYTZEZ T -

“Yes,” the church leader said, “I always loosen the string on my bow when it’s not in use. If it
stayed tight, it would lose its strength and fail me in the hunt.”
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The Apostle John immediately responded, “And | am now relaxing the bow of my mind so that
when my Lord tells me, | may be better able to shoot the arrows of divine truth.”
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| don’t know if the story is true or not, but | like to think it is because of what John records in
today’s passage.
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John records Jesus’ words: “Remain in me. Apart from me, you can do nothing. This is to my
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (John 15:4a,
5Sb, 8).
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| picture John, years later, a leader in the church in Ephesus, caring for his pigeons, reflecting
upon these words of Jesus, and remembering how important it is to rest in Jesus —but to rest in
Jesus in order to be prepared to serve Jesus.
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John 13-17 is Jesus’ personal message to his disciples — his disciples when he was here on earth
2000 years ago, and his disciples now, you and me.
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Jesus will soon be crucified, buried, resurrected, and then ascend to his Father’s right hand.
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He will go to prepare a place for you and me, and he will return one day.
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Until then, how shall we live? fEAF 2 Al » B a{n] 405 ?

Jesus gives us another Advocate, the Holy Spirit. B k48 T FeAM 59— (2Bl > BHEE -

The Spirit is the very presence of Jesus. B2 85 5t 2 S RAY[EILE -

The Spirit’s purpose is to make Jesus known to us, in us, and through us.
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Now, in John 15, Jesus tells us what it means to be in relationship with himself —and he uses a
most potent image: the vine.
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In the Bible, the vine and grapes were a symbol of God’s people.
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Remember the spies entering the promised land in Numbers 13.
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What do they bring back? {9450l T {1EE ?

Figs, pomegranates, and a branch from a vine bearing a cluster of grapes.
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In Jeremiah 2:21, the Lord says he planted Israel, “like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock.”
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Hosea 10:1 says, “Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself.”
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Isaiah 5 begins with a parable of Israel tending a vineyard.
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But there is a great tragedy with each of these references: Israel was a vineyard, but a vineyard
that failed.
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This vineyard produced poor or even no crop. i&{E& & B RIEE » 2487 UK -



Isaiah 5:2 says, “Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.”
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The Old Testament longs for a true vine whose branches would produce only good fruit.
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Psalm 80:16-17 declare: “Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people

perish. Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for

yourself.”
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Now read John 15:1: “l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.”

BAFESEED 15 0 1 T LR EAERE - FACERSEIIA -

Where Israel failed because of disobedience and idolatry, Jesus succeeds because, as John 14:31

says, he does “exactly what my Father has commanded me.”
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So, with the last of seven great “I am” sayings in John’s Gospel, Jesus declares that he is the

“true” vine.
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The hope of Israel — the hope of the world —is found in Jesus.
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Let me pause and ask: who is Jesus to you and to me?
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This personal message of Jesus to his disciples — not to the world right now — reaches into our
soul and demands of us an answer: who is Jesus to you and to me?
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Think about the seven great “l am” sayings in John’s Gospel:
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| am the bread of life; | am the light of the world; | am the gate; | am the good shepherd; | am
the resurrection and the life; | am the way, the truth, and the life; | am the true vine.
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If he is anything other than the centre of our lives, the core of our being, the very heartbeat that
sustains us, the great “I am”, then can we honestly say, “l am his”?
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Yes, we remember God’s great love for us — but let’s not dilute the power of these absolute and
unparalleled statements of Jesus.
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There’s no side-stepping his call upon our lives: A v gE Al HEA B P M A ERY-& -

“If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.”
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This morning, with the Father as the gardener and Jesus as the true vine, God offers us renewal

and life. 5K I #EERIBIVR LS B E & BHVHRER - 54T 5g Rl as
First, Jesus calls us to remain in him. B4t » RS B EAF R mE -

The word “remain” — or “abide” — occurs 11 times in these verses.
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Clearly, remaining in Jesus matters to Jesus. #84% » EA(F Lk EH ST ARIR B3 -
But what does he mean?{H{h-2{f/EE=ZE ?
It is tempting to think that remaining in Jesus primarily means having an inward peace: no
matter what happens around us or to us, Christ’s peace is our security.
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This is not what Jesus means here. 12 RN 2 kF SV ER -

Jesus emphasizes a moral quality. Bl fiks@sH—fEE{E g -

Remaining in Jesus means to follow Christ’s example of obedience to the will of God.
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John 15:10 makes this clear: “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as |
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.”
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This is intensely practical. ‘B E=IEF & HEY -

In his commentary on John’s Gospel, our dear friend Pastor Bruce says the mark of an abiding
heart is a conscience clear before God and man.
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Our lives are governed by the desire to obey Jesus: what is God commanding you to do today?
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What is his will for you today? {5 KEHMRAY B B ?

Perhaps it starts with a prayer, like the prayer of a 13"-century English church leader: “May |
know Thee more clearly, Love Thee more dearly, Follow Thee more nearly [closer].”
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What does this look like? 15 2 (1t FHYIE ?

Jesus tells us. Verse 7 says, “and my words remain in you.”
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One thing that always impressed me with the pastor of the church | attended when | was at
seminary was that on his desk, front and centre, was an open Bible —a Bible with its frayed spine,
worn pages, and curled corners because pages had been turned over so many times.
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| have in my possession another Bible —this one belonged to a pastor who died 20 years ago but
had served Jesus on the prairies for decades: it too is worn, almost falling apart.
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Both pastors had a quality about them that oozed Christ: gracious, patient, discerning, wise.
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They epitomize the adage: Bibles that are falling apart are read by people who are not.
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Remaining in Jesus — living a life of obedience — comes as our lives are saturated with the Word
of God.
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As we let Scripture penetrate our lives, we’re like a stone smoothed by the constant repetition
of the water washing over it: our lives become less angular, less obtuse, less rough as we let the
Spirit speak God’s Word to us.
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Remaining in Jesus is obedience to God — and obedience to God is learned as we follow God’s

word. F F£ HIS ik Bt MR Al 1o — IR R A & P T B 22 Y

Remaining in Jesus also means producing fruit. & {E ISk H th EEE4E H R T o

The purpose of the vine is to produce fruit. &z G0 H Y e4s HEE -

Vines or branches that do not produce fruit are only good for the fire, as Jesus says in verse 6.
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But God’s desire is that we are fruitful. {H{fFJFES 2 IR 45 R+ -

It is tempting once again to misunderstand what Jesus means.
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Are the fruit God desires the fruit of the Holy Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5?
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For sure, such fruit is vital. &% » iSfEAV R 2 EFET -



But in John 15, Jesus means the fruit of witness.
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Remember the image of the vineyard: it was a call to Israel to holy living as a witness to the
surrounding nations.
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Israel was to be a light for the Gentiles (Isaiah 49:6). Israel failed.
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But we, branches in the true vine — Jesus — are now witnesses.
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Look at verse 16: “You did not choose me,” Jesus says, “but | chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit — fruit that will last.”
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Our purpose is to honour Christ by proclaiming him to the world.
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This is why you are a branch of the true vine within your family, among your friends, at your
workplace, in your neighbourhood, to strangers.
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You are God’s witness, chosen by Jesus, to bear fruit.
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To bear fruit can only happen as we depend upon Christ: “If you remain in me and | in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (Verse 5).
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D.L. Moody, the famous 19%"-century American evangelist, was invited as a young man to preach
at a large church.
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This was before his great evangelistic ministry began.
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During the morning service nothing memorable happened.
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But at the evening service, the Spirit of God moved wonderfully: hundreds of people responded
to his call to salvation.
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So great was the response, that Moody remained several more days as thousands came to Jesus.
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But D.L. Moody was intrigued. {H2#H 15 i EL K -

What was the difference between the morning and evening congregations that first Sunday.
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Eventually, he discovered that the sister of a bedridden woman had come to church that Sunday
morning. fz4% - MLEFER —{ERAPRAAERY 20 NAVERERAEANME F H 5 EAE] 72 -

Each Sunday, she returned home and told her bedridden sister about the services.
FEEIAK - #El 2R - SFREMR A EEAVHE SRS -

Usually, she said they were uneventful. 5 » WEREDE LR MR ©

But that Sunday, she told her bedridden sister that “a Mr. Moody from America was preaching.”
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The bedridden woman instantly replied, “I will have no Sunday lunch today, | must pray.”
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See, she had once read about D.L. Moody and so for years prayed that God would bring him to
preach in her church.
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Now, her prayer was answered. }R1F » @SS 2] T [0]E -

She knew things were going to happen. @18 E 5 B4 -

She spent the rest of the day praying. ifE 7 —KAVER FIFEIHTE -

And the results were amazing — that night D.L. Moody’s ministry as one of the greatest
evangelists of his time began — because a bedridden woman walked closely with Jesus and a
young preacher longed for the Spirit to move.
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Together, they knew that apart from Jesus we can do nothing.
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But with Jesus, there was so much fruit. {EZFEHSERANE > FREELS HH SRR+ -

Remain in him. & E &R -

But there’s another side to this: John 15:3 says the Father prunes every branch so it will be even
more fruitful. (HiZEH 55— : LYEES 15 © 3 s K IB5HZF » (Fi F4EE SR T -
Pruning is the process of cutting or trimming the vine. {ZEI-E(Z BT & & EHYEBFE -

Vineyard owners know how important this is. &% [& T HiE S H S EE -

One owner from California says, “If the vine is not pruned it reverts to its wild nature, climbing
everywhere with its tiny, scraggly bunches of uneven grapes.”

—ZRE NN B R EE R - T R NME AR 0 e REE M E— RN
Nl /e E 2w -

So, he says, “Every year we decide whether to prune them back harder, or to let them grow a
bigger, or return them to the same size and shape they were the year before.”
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God is determined to make us fruitful — may that encourage you.
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But to make us fruitful, God must strip away the unnecessary, the wild, the scraggly.
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Sometimes he cuts off what seems good, alive, new, fresh.
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But he knows that such growth will take up energy that is not for his glory.
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Other times, he cuts off what is established, what has become normal in our lives.
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Either way, the Father says, “I must cut this out, remove it — it’s going to be painful — but it’s
necessary for you to bear good fruit.”
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Difficult circumstances or trials can be God’s way of pruning us.

PRI BB B b n] g 2 B BT R FIRY T =

Hebrews 12:11 says that none of these appear “pleasant at the time, but painful. Later, however,
it produces a harvest.”
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Maybe you look back on a difficult time but now see how the Lord used that to produce better
fruit in your life.
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Maybe you are going through a tough time today.
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How is the Lord pruning you during this time so that you produce better fruit?
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Remaining in Jesus means pruning — pruning is not comfortable but be assured God is at work
making you more fruitful.
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Finally, “remaining in Jesus” means experiencing and sharing Christ’s love.
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Jesus says in John 15:9, “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my
love.”
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These words and the words that follow, don’t they bring us to the cross?
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“Greater love has no-one that this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (Verse 13).
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All talk of remaining in Jesus, all talk of bearing fruit is only because Christ lay down his life for
us. FTARANEAEINERE - FrASGess R T HERAAE KT -
Notice then why the cross is so important. 555+ = BT+ 2840t 5% -
The cross shows us God’s love: we were lost, condemned because of our sin.
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But Jesus gives his life so we can know God. {HES&RERH AV AE A » FRLAFRM A RES Skt -
The cross opens the way for a relationship with God, not as servants, who exist just to do their
master’s bidding, but as friends from whom nothing is hidden, everything is shared: “I called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.” (Verse 15).
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The cross deepens our life of prayer as we learn that to pray in his name is to pray for his glory:
“Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” (Verse 16).
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And the cross defines our love for one another: “Love each other as | have loved you.” (Verse
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This day, Jesus calls you to remain in him — it’s abiding, being anchored to Jesus; continually
connected to him as we obey his commands revealed in Scripture; submitting to the cut and
trim of his pruning knife, knowing that he prunes so we will bear much fruit; resting in the truth
of his love as our friend — the greatest love because it is the cross.
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| read about a professor of preaching at a theological college in Florida.
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Each year, this skilled preacher and his wife travel to the north-west United States, to Cape Cod
in Massachusetts.
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They visit a tiny Baptist church just to hear the pastor preach.
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The professor of preaching says the pastor preaches so badly: he butchers the English language,
his sermon scripts would fail any preaching class, and his preaching method is out-of-touch.
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See, the pastor of this tiny church opens his Bible each week, reads a verse of Scripture, and
then explains it to the congregation.
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Then he reads the next verse and explains it. ZR{& {8 N —Ei8E SV EREE -

When his 20 minutes are up, he closes the Bible. & ft1#Yy 20 538245 A » & FEEEK o

Next Sunday, he opens it to where he left off and starts with the next verse.
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The professor of preaching says the sermons are so dull. s EZ IR BB AT -

So, why does this professor of preaching and his wife travel over 2,300 kilometers to this church
when they are on vacation?
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He says that as he listens to this Baptist pastor, he’s always been blessed magnificently.
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He says this small Baptist congregation are full of the Spirit; they are growing; they are excited;
they are obedient to God’s word; they are full of the joy of Christ.
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What’s the secret?Fpsf 2 (1 EE ?

It’s clearly not technique. i BHIAN 2% TT °

It’s abiding. ‘BT /F EH&m -

That Baptist pastor and the small congregation walk with Christ daily and they bear fruit.
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“Remain in me, and | will remain in you,” says Jesus.
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