Sermon Notes
October 15, 2023
John 15:1-17
Remain

The pigeon keeper and the hunter

Rest in Jesus to be prepared to serve Jesus

The Vine and the Vineyard

A symbol of God’s people (Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10:1; Isaiah 5)
A failed crop (Isaiah 5:2)

A true vine (Psalm 80:16-17)

The true vine (John 15:1)

Who is Jesus to us?

Remain in Jesus

A moral quality
Obedience (John 15:10)
By following God’s Word (John 15:7)

Producing Fruit

The fruit of witness (John 15:16)

By depending upon Jesus (John 15:5)
The prayer of a bedridden woman
Being pruned (John 15:3)

Sharing God'’s Love

The cross (John 15:9; John 15:13)

The cross means we are friends of Jesus (John 15:15)
The cross deepens our prayer life (John 15:16)

The cross defines our love for one another (John 15:12)

A travelling professor and the bad preacher

Questions:

1.

When you hear Jesus say “remain in me” what instantly comes to mind? What did you learn today that
helps you better understand what Jesus means?

The vineyard and vines were a symbol of God’s people in the Old Testament. Why is this such a powerful
image of God’s people?

Read lsaiah 5:1-7. What is God saying about his vineyard? Read Matthew 21:33-46. How does this
passage bring new meaning to Isaiah 5? How does this passage point to Jesus?

The sermon highlights the seven great “l am” sayings of Jesus in John’s Gospel. The last of these is “l am
the true vine” (John 15:1). Why do you think John highlights these seven great sayings of Jesus? Who is
Jesus to you?

How has the Word of God smoothed your life this week?

Being part of the true vine means we bear good fruit — and fruit in John 15 means witnessing for Jesus.
What ways is God using you to witness for him?

Have you experienced God’s pruning cut? What was it like? Read Hebrews 12:11. How do you respond
to the idea that God prunes us?

John 15:13 tells us of Jesus’ love. How does focusing upon the cross help you remain in Jesus?
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