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Our dog, Mikey, is very perceptive.
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Each morning, when I get ready to leave, he senses what’s happening.
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If I am just moving around the house, loading the dishwasher, getting breakfast, or giving our
children a hug, Mikey happily lays on the couch, not a care in the world.
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But as soon as | pick up my keys, grab my bag, and put on my coat, he knows.
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Instantly, he leaps off the couch, runs up to me, barks, and then bites onto my pant leg refusing
to let go.
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I end up walking slowly to the door and outside to the gate, dragging a small pug firmly attached
to my pants, his paws stubbornly thrust into the ground, resisting my departure with every ounce
of his strength.

P s Hnetg g o2 M m, AR, g — SR R TR/ A, iR
1 NS g R A -, 3 2 T HC iy B
Mikey doesn’t want me to leave.
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In John 13:33, Jesus tells his disciples that he will be with them only a little longer.
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He will depart.
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He will go to his Father.
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How do his disciples feel?
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Remember, these chapters (John 13-17) are Jesus’ personal message to them and to us.
dRACAY, JELEEEHEY (Rumpis T 13—17) S HBERAS TR A i AAS B,

Jesus is sharing his heart, he’s preparing us for what will happen, he’s calling us to trust him, to
see the bigger picture of his salvation — but he’s telling them he will leave them.
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They won’t see him.
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This news is difficult, probably heartbreaking.
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These disciples have been with Jesus for three years.
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They’ve witnessed him heal the sick, bind up the broken-hearted, release the oppressed, and
declare the good news.

M L3S F B im A, U OEG ORI A, FERCZEGE A, W H 50

And now? He’s leaving them.
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus tells them in John 14:1.
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“My peace I give you ... do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid,” Jesus says in
John 14:27.
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And at the end of his conversation with his disciples —and just before he prays his glorious prayer
in John 17 — Jesus says to them,
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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace...” Jesus knows his disciples
“are filled with grief” (John 16:6).
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(Ko 16:6)
Like Mikey holding onto my pant leg not wanting me to leave, so the disciples face the fact that
Jesus will leave them.
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But he will not leave them alone.
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“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
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And the glorious truth is — he will come because he will send “another advocate” — the Holy Spirit.
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This morning let’s rejoice because Jesus has given us “another advocate” — the Holy Spirit.
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So, let’s learn who the Holy Spirit is in John 14.
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The Spirit is part of the Trinity.
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The word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible, but this should not alarm us.
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The word “Trinity” is the way the church in the second century and after referred to how God
reveals himself in Scripture;
PR SRRSO AR MR A 2 R B mh ane] £ BEAS TR R B O i AG
in other words, as church leaders read Scripture they had to find a word to express what they saw
in Scripture:
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God is one, eternally existing in three persons, each distinct yet all
equally God:
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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We see this earlier in John’s Gospel.
PAMHE KT Z Ry B2 75 —Eh,
John 3:34-35 opens our eyes to the Trinity’s involvement in Jesus’ mission of salvation:
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“For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God for God gives the Spirit without limit.
The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.”
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The Father loves the Son and sends the Son.
3T, AT,
The Son is loved and sent.
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The Father gives the Spirit to the Son without limit.
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The Son receives the Spirit and speaks the words of the Father.
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It is impossible to understand Christianity without acknowledging and receiving and experiencing
the Trinity — this is who God is.
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Now look at our passage.
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All three persons of the Trinity are involved — they are distinct but woven together.



AL RERI BT AR A2 B — i MDE A, (HASHRAE ik,

Jesus asks the Father to give the Spirit to his disciples — John 14:16.
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The Spirit lives in us and with us, as Jesus is in the Father; we are in Jesus (by the Spirit), and
Jesus is in us (by the Spirit) — John 14:17,20.
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The Father and Son make their home in us (by the Spirit) — John 14:23.
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| understand that this is not easy to understand; but the Trinity is not so much to be understood as
to be acknowledged, received, and experienced.
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See, what Jesus is doing in this personal message to his disciples is opening our eyes and blowing
our minds!
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He’s saying, “You’re not alone because God is way bigger than anyone can understand, more
glorious than even eternity can contain, and much closer than you can possibly imagine.”
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In other words, the Trinity is like having the full weight of God’s presence, glory, love, and
intimacy dumped on you like a great big wave
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— you’re drenched with who God is and you go throughout your day soaked to the skin with the
wonder of God as Trinity.
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Jesus says, ““You are not alone.”
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But let’s take this a step further.
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In John 14:16-17, Jesus says, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate
to be with you for ever — the Spirit of truth.”
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Notice the connection between the Spirit and Jesus.
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Jesus calls the Spirit “another advocate”.

HSgRAAE S By T 50— B ORAERID o



We’ll explore what “advocate” means in a minute.
ARG TR ERT, Y& 2%,

But the word “another” is important.
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Let’s say I have a box of chocolates.
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And this box has a variety of chocolates: fudge, orange cream, walnut, toffee, coffee, and so on.
e MG AT SR A B T s ) © O BT s, bk, RSBl unmesE g
| offer you a chocolate.
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And then | offer you another.
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You select a different flavour.

TREERE | — N FRY TR,

In this case “another” means “different”.
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This is not what Jesus means by “another” here.
ARSI Ry T —A, poEiE,

The word in John 14 is very clear: “another” means “of the same kind”.
Howi 7 14 Frb s e B mEE © T WERDE TR /Y.
Jesus is departing, but we’re not without Jesus.
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The Spirit 1s Christ’s presence among us and in us.
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He does not leave us as orphans — alone in a raging, antagonistic world.
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No! “I will come to you” he says in John 14:18.
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And he comes by the Spirit.
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Please understand, the Spirit is not “second best”.
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It’s not as if we’ve drawn the short straw and we only get the Spirit, while the disciples had Jesus
in person for three years.
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It’s not as though our experience of Jesus is “less than™ the first disciples’.

B AN S BATE BRI FC R TR, A — e AR,

The Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus.
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Did you notice how Jesus describes the Spirit?

DR a2 HIS ke An fo] il ol B2 2 g g 2

He is the Spirit of truth.

e BB E

And remember Jesus has just said in John 14:6 that he is the truth.
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There is nothing “second best” about our experience of God’s love, God’s presence, God’s
salvation in Christ.
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You and I meet Christ today just as intimately, powerfully, and gloriously as those first disciples.
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And the wonder of this is because Jesus has gone, his presence is not confined to a single location
or time
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— the Spirit makes Christ known to all those who believe at all points in history and time.
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Truly, we can say, “Jesus is here!” We are never alone.

(ot PP LAEE @ DHBER SR D BRI

But now, let’s take this another step further.
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What does Jesus mean by calling the Holy Spirit “another advocate”?
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This is a complex word.

=D e EF R SO

If you read the King James Version, the word is translated “Comforter”.
WERARGESCE RS, SRR TR

Some use the word “Counsellor”.

AL TSR .

Other translations prefer “helper”.

HALMAGE e s TR,

The Spirit does comfort us — he brings us God’s grace in our distress (and let’s not forget that the
disciples in his passage are grieving the news that Jesus will depart).

SR G e A SR A — AR BAMTA R rh A G BTy B (BN EOSRD, BRSSO
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The Spirit does counsel us — he gives us wisdom and guidance.

T e EC AR 15 AN — hAS B R SRR
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And the Spirit does help us — he equips us with his gifts to serve one another and he produces his
fruit in us.

B S A R W) FA) — bR B S e B M Al e, A BT I s e R
But in the original language of the New Testament — ancient Greek — the word means so much
more.

HAEFRIR FE S — A A BGEE — b, SR & FE NIRRT,

The Greek word is “paracletos”.

s A IRGE & "paracletos) .

Literally, it means “one who comes alongside”.
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But not in the sense of a counsellor who is a therapist giving advice or a comforter consoling us
when we need cheering up.
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“Paracletos” is better translated “advocate”.

“Paracletos” f#f Elles [y " 4 |, -

It’s why the New International Version moved from “Counsellor” in earlier editions to “Advocate”
in 2011 edition.
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And in the only other passage in the New Testament, outside John 14-16, where this word is used
—1John 2:1 — “advocate” is the word used.

R T, BRAVEIME S 14-16 24k, ME—{EH] B MR H) n — B8 — i —3F 2. 1
—H R [4E#EH ] .

But what does “advocate” mean?

B T4 | —AAEEE?

“Advocate” 1s a legal term.
[ AR | 2 —ER TR
Today, if you are in court, you have lawyers acting on your behalf.
SR, WMFARIEIERE B, VRAHEAREIR.
But if you were on trial in the ancient world, you didn’t have lawyers acting on your behalf.
B2, WERIRESMAMA 2, IRiA AR R.
If someone accused you of a crime, you are your own advocate to defend yourself.
WERA NFREIRIETR, IRl /R B SR EREN
You bring in witnesses to support your case — other advocates.
TRegre AR SCERIRI St — HAh AR
Your aim is to convince the judge you are telling the truth, you are right, you are innocent.
TRE H B2 RIRE B R R ERE, IR, IRE IS,
But you have an accuser who is attempting to prove you wrong (“accuser” should sound familiar
— Satan literally means “accuser”).
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So, there’s an accuser and you are your advocate.

Bk, BH—EEEE, MmARRIRE CRAE#E .

John writes his Gospel using this metaphor of an ancient courtroom.
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Jesus brings God’s truth to the world.

HRERATA ) A A N

Jesus advocates for God’s truth.

BSR4 A A TR

But the world does not receive him.,

B FAEZ A

In fact, Jesus is accused of blasphemous claims.
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So, John 5:18 says, the Jewish leaders accused Jesus because he was claiming to be equal with
God.
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The rest of chapter 5 is Jesus making his defense.
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He refers to his “testimony” and the Father’s testimony about him.

R B [ R , R AE | /g,

This is deliberate legal language.

18 2R A VAR S

It runs throughout John’s Gospel: witness, testimony, belief, convince, convict, and “Advocate”.
EHT TR E: . B, Ba. k. 9 TREEE] .

Here’s where it becomes most interesting.
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In an ancient court, if while you are defending yourself — making your case — you leave, the
accuser may win the case against you.
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Who will advocate for you?

e A UREEE 2

Do you see what’s happening in John 14?

BB K AR 14 I T A Eg?

Jesus is going to leave.

HREREERERE 1 o

He will die on the cross for our sins, be raised to life, and go where the world cannot come (John
8:21) and where his disciples cannot come (John 13:33).
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It’s as if he’s leaving the courtroom.
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So, who is left to defend the truth of Jesus?
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The disciples?

I 2

Well, at this point they are but children.
I, fEiE B B, MRS

Jesus calls them my children” in John 13:33.
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And once he Ieaves what are they?
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They are “orphans”.
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And in the ancient world, children, orphans —and women — could not give evidence in court.
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They need another advocate — one who can represent Jesus perfectly and fully.
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Now do you see what’s happening here?

BAEVRE BSR4 1A NG ?

Jesus says in John 14:18 that he will not leave his disciples as orphans — he will come to them...by
the Spirit, another Advocate.
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This is made clear in John 15:26-27: “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father — the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father — he will testify about me. And you
also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”

KT S 15 26-27 TERMRHIE 3L [MEIEMRSORHEZRERTA, Wi S H 2k
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Jesus dies on the cross and is raised to life to give us eternal life.

HRERAEAE 28 b, 1RIERA 183K A .

But then Jesus leaves.

HFER BREREERE 1 .

But he does not leave us alone — to carry on his witness as orphaned children without “legal”
voice.

ERNSE A R 3 — A AL e, AP [ 67k REE.
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The Spirit of God — the Third Person of the Trinity, the very Spirit of Christ — is sent.
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In this sense he is the paraclete — the Advocate who “comes along side”.
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He fills our life, makes Christ and the Father known in us and through us, so that we can go “as
the Father sent me,” as Jesus says in John 20:21.

e EM R Ly, AR E QIEE AP BRI B AL, Bkt AT L [ B RkE
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Now can we see what Jesus is saying in this personal message?
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The Spirit is not “second best” — the Spirit dwells within us to empower us to continue the ministry
of Jesus.

B AR [N — AR, 83 A #e ) B HR AR T

The Spirit enables us to love as Jesus’ commands.

52 S T FRAM BE A U HR AR P o S Y K B

The Spirit teaches us, reminding us of everything Jesus has said so we are confident of the truth
of the Gospel and confident of our witness for Jesus in the world.

5 AU, SRR IAMERER TR i — ), FrPASRIMEAE S R HE A GO, B
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And the Spirit brings Christ’s peace to us, not just to console us because Jesus has departed, but
so that we have strength to remain strong and not be afraid.
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Isn’t it encouraging that Jesus understands when we feel alone?

HRAMRE IR, BREREEMEIRAM, EHEA S NSRS ?

He helps us see the bigger picture — we have a part to play in his ministry of salvation to this
world.
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He fills us with the Holy Spirit — the third person of the Trinity — God.
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And he calls us to live for him — he calls us to be his witnesses to the truth of the Gospel in this
rebellious world, in the power of the Spirit.

AP A At — e E RS R A R, SEE R, AEER
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And this brings us to John 15, where Jesus tells us to remain in him because he lays down his life
for his friends.

B R 1 AR S 16 5, HOER S R B A A, DR R Rt I ACH
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We’ll call him “G”.

AR TG 4F T

G lived in the Eastern United States.

G AEAESLBI .

G was a teenager.

G i+ B % T

His home a broken home.

fth 1) 28— BB FR) 5K

He was angry. He was lonely.

fAR A o AR B2

And G was a gamer — an obsessed gamer.

M G /& —fE# kIt x——1 L 7R Rz s B o .

He spent hours day and night playing computer games.

fiin E DAAE A M B o S T8 B

It was his way of escaping the disaster that was his family life.

1E A At 206 3t I e A= 7 1) S 1) 07 2K

It so happened that one-day as he played computer games, G met someone online from the other
side of the continent, in western Canada, playing the same game.
WL, K, EhbrEiEEsy, G a4 L 7Rk E KBED 8N, {£
INEERPUER, B[R] — 1 fJEE RN -

That other person was called Dakota.

18 5 —E N EERHE

Dakota began to share his faith in God with G.

ERHEF MG EL G 7> E AR AR IS

G mocked him — he had no time for God.

G S [ Al — v A R [ 225 1

But Dakota persisted.

{HIERHE B AR .

G asked Dakota what his father did.

G AR Ath SR HUAT BE Y

Dakota told him that his father was a pastor of a church in Vancouver.
BERE AR, A A AR I A HE — K U AR

G just mocked him more.

G B INAHE RIS 1 A

Then one day, G asked Dakota what his father looked like.
IEH—K, G RIEREMACH RAT BT

Dakota told him to go online and watch a service.

RN et R S

G did. And he watched another service. And another. And another after that.

GE . & T H—L5EFE. BAn M. ZB0E K.
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Several months passed.

BlE Him kT

Dakota had not heard from G.

ERERA KR G HE

Then, one day he did.

W%, A RMRENEE T .

G said his life had been turned round.

G aiefth AR TR CAE 354 7RI RIS L

He had watched the services, his anger and his loneliness gradually disappearing.

fhE SR, A TR A I L2 W 2K o

And he had put his faith in Jesus Christ.

b B 45 A 5 H SR A B

G had put his faith in Jesus because a teenager named Dakota, prompted by the Holy Spirit, shared
his faith across a continent playing computer games with a teenager who was angry and lonely.
G Z T UAMSEERSER, Je X Al 4 Y RL S i D AR BE S O HER) 1, B — R RS I
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Today, that angry, lonely young man is changed.

SR, AMETERS SRR N D T

He joins millions world-wide who love Jesus, have a part to play in Jesus’ ministry of salvation;
he is filled with the very presence of God.

fibn N 7 At A WCE w2 ERER N, AEERER A RUE S T S E A MR RE 78 1 ik
And he is a witness to the truth of the Gospel.
Mt AR B RS

“G” is never alone.

(Gl KA.



