Sermon iEEE
September J1.H 24, 2023
John 4VE1ES 13:31-35

“The New Command”
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It’s one of those conversations that meant so much to me.

PUN RS EE S PG EFRIFFE EA -

Mom and dad were visiting us 12 years ago.
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| had taken dad out for lunch.
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As | pulled into our driveway and turned the car engine off, dad began sharing stories from his past.
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One story was when he was playing his cello as part of an orchestra performing an opera (dad was a professional
cellist).
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The orchestra was “in the pit”, below the stage, hidden from the audience’s view.
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Dad had a similar hairstyle to mine — basically no hair on top, but a little longer round the edges of his head.
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During the intermission, he wet the hair he had and pushed it up.
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It looked like a pineapple.
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He took a marker pen and wrote “pineapple” on a sticky label and stuck it to the bald part of his head.
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No one in the audience could see this.
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But when the opera singers came on stage, it took every ounce of their strength to keep a straight face
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— there below them was this bald cellist, hair spiked, and the word “pineapple” slapped across the top of his
head.
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That conversation with dad 12 years ago is one | will not forget.
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Dad let me see more of who he was.
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| treasure it dearly.
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Between now and the beginning of Advent, we’re going to sit in on a conversation with Jesus.
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It's a very poignant conversation.
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It’s a very powerful conversation.
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It’s a very personal conversation.
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This conversation takes place on a single night, in a borrowed room, at the end of an evening meal, just hours
before the crucifixion.
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But we won't just sit in on this conversation.
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Just as my father shared with me, letting me into his heart and seeing more of who he was, so in this
conversation, Jesus shares with us let’s us into his heart, and we see more of who he is.
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We're going to look at John 13-17 — five chapters that Bible scholars and teachers call “the Farewell Discourse”,
but it’s really Jesus’ personal message to us.

WMEBELSES 13-17 BT RAEE 2 &l S N HE - HEEE FEIBEREEMIHI(E
INE=S

John 13 sets the scene.
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It’s the evening before Passover.
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To the Jew, Passover was the great act of God’s salvation.
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Remember, the people of Israel were held captive in Egypt, forced to be slaves.
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God promises to deliver them.
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Ten plagues are sent by God on the Egyptians and their leader, Pharoah.
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Nine of these ruin Egypt, but Pharoah refuses to release the Israelites.
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Then comes the last plague —the death of the firstborn throughout Egypt.
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The Israelites, however, are told to kill a lamb and with the blood, mark the door posts of each of their homes.
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When the “angel of death” brings the final plague and sees the blood, he will “pass over” that home —the plague
of the death of the first born will not fall on those homes.
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That night, Pharoah’s son dies because of the plague.
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And Pharoah agrees to free the Israelites.
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So, each year, the Passover meal is celebrated.




FTLA » SFE A B U ET A E -

It celebrates God’s salvation of the Israelites from Egypt.
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But now, in John 13, this meal is given its greatest meaning:
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Jesus, the lamb of God whose blood will be shed so that those who believe in him will not taste eternal death,
knows the time has come to “leave this world and go to his Father” (John 13:1).
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And so, this verse continues, Jesus “now showed his disciples the full extent of his love.”
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In other words, this personal, intimate conversation is Jesus telling you and me about the cross, about God’s
promises, about the gift of God’s presence after Jesus returns to the Father, and about how we follow Jesus as
Lord.
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But most of all, this personal, intimate conversation is Jesus telling us who he is and how much he loves us.
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And that’s how this personal conversation at Passover begins.
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Jesus shows us how much he loves us.
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How many of us like to wear open-toed sandals?
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It’s not long before dust and dirt get between the toes.
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And we need to wash our feet when it’s dusty.
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In Jesus’ day, streets and pathways were terrible — it wasn’t just dust and dirt that got between the toes.
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If you were invited to a home, there was usually a place to rinse feet before entering.
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If the home belonged to someone with position or wealth, they employed a servant to wash guests’ feet.
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You see, washing feet was menial, only the lowest servant would do it.
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In fact, records reveal that wealthy Jewish homeowners employed non-Jewish slaves to wash feet.
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What’s more, there is no record in the ancient world of the homeowner, the host, even guests, washing feet.
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Those of social rank would not even serve food to guests.
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Only servants served food and only the lowest servant washed guests’ feet.
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So, what is about to happen is utterly unthinkable.
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Jesus picks up a towel, fills a bowl with water, and begins to wash his disciples’ feet.
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Jesus stoops to the lowest position.
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We’ve become so accustomed to this story that we forget how shocking it is.
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The Lord of glory, the Saviour of the world, the King of creation, the eternal and pre-existent Son, the Word
become flesh, the Bread from Heaven, the Light of the World, the Good Shepherd, the Gate to eternal life, the
Resurrection and the Life, picks up a towel, fills a bowl of water, and washes his disciples’ feet.
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Jesus wipes the dust, the dirt, and the disgusting from between the toes of his disciples.
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And he does so to show them “the full extent of his love” (John 13:1) — in other words, he shows them the way
of discipleship.
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| want us to understand this.
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This intimate, most personal conversation with his disciples — with you and me — begins not with words, but
with an astonishing act of servanthood.
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You see, if we are going to live the way of Jesus, follow him as he shows us, this is where we start — servanthood.
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Oh, this act of washing the disciples’ feet is not just about toes and water, it’s about the greatest act of humble
servanthood, the cross;
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but let’s be very clear, this is discipleship, this is what it means to follow Jesus!
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John 13 falls into three sections, each overlapping, but also distinct.
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And each gives us a slightly different perspective on discipleship.
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The first focuses on Peter.
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Jesus has begun to wash his disciples’ feet.
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He comes to Peter.
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“Lord,” says Peter, “are you going to wash my feet?”
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Peter cannot wrap his head around what’s happening.
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As we'’ve said, Jesus’ action is shocking —and it disturbs Peter’s sense of what it right.
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“This is not what it means to follow Jesus,” Peter thinks.
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We like to do things for people.
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We like to feel needed.
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We like to think we’re making a difference.
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The other day, | received a notification that my daughter’s cellphone was roaming in the US.
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My daughter was on a ferry returning from Vancouver Island to Tsawwassen and the ferry route passes across
the international border.
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Her phone instantly picked up reception in the US.
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| didn’t want a roaming charge.
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So | called the cellphone company.
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At the end of the call, the agent who served me said, “This is the best conversation I’'ve had all day. Thank you
for being so nice.”
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See, | can be nice! But you know how you feel when someone says something like that.
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You like to make a difference — it feels good.
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It’s the same as a disciple:
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we like to do something for Jesus:
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visiting someone in hospital, giving a donation to help people downtown, cleaning dishes in the kitchen, letting
another car enter a lineup, getting up earlier to pray, going to the Bible study, serving in a ministry.
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These are all good.

5 EEERAR AT -

But unless we let Jesus serve us, we won’t understand what it means to be a disciple.

B FRIFEATR AR SRR 7 HeAM - S RIFATA & B R P IE IR -

This is the point of Jesus’ reply to Peter: “Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.”
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You see, the foot-washing is a symbol of something much more important: to follow Jesus means we must
receive from him first.
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We let him serve us.
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And that’s the cross!
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Jesus is saying, “Receive the gift of salvation | give you at the cross.”
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This is what Peter must accept — otherwise there is no part with Jesus, we cannot know him.

B NS OVAREZN — G RIELBLHN ARy T FRMTst i Ad s -

Being a Christian is not about doing nice things for people.
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It is, above all, about receiving what God has done for us at the cross.
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Everything else in these chapters will only make sense once we let Jesus “wash our feet” — the cross.
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And here’s the shock!
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The shock of the cross, the disturbing fact about the cross, is that to let Jesus cleanse us, we must admit that we
are dirty — admit our sin — and that the only way to be clean is to trust in the saving grace of Jesus at the cross.
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That is very hard for proud, religious, nice people who like to do things for others to feel good about it.
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Peter had to learn this.
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| think we all do, over and over.
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How often during the day do | think about all that | need to do?
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And at the end of the day, turn it back to Jesus and say, “It was all for your glory!”
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And yes! That’s good.
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But then to hear Jesus say to me, “And did you let me do anything?”
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Will you let Jesus “wash your feet”?
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Will you let the Lord of glory stoop so low to die on the cross for you?
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That’s where discipleship begins.
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The next section introduces a terrifying darkness.
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Judas enters the scene.
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Judas has been with Jesus throughout Jesus’ ministry.
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He’s seen Jesus heal, forgive, restore, and teach.

B FHRERES A ~ 820 ~ BIEMEE -

But Judas has a different agenda.
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He’s let the devil take charge.
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He will betray Jesus.
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The great tragedy is that while Jesus washed Judas’ feet, Judas was already planning his devilish move.
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Here's the sobering truth!
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There can be those who go through all the motions of being a Christian, attend prayer meetings, give generously,
lead Bible studies, but they’ve never come to the cross.
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Or perhaps they came to the cross long ago, but being a disciple no longer interests them — they have their own
agenda.
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Robert Robinson wrote the famous hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”
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Some years after he wrote it, he drifted away from Jesus.
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He gave into sin of various kinds and became deeply troubled in his spirit.
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He decided to travel hoping to find some kind of relief for his great sense of being lost.
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On one of his journeys, he met a young woman who was clearly a devout Christian.
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She asked him what he thought of a hymn she had just been reading.
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To his astonishment, she read the hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” — the hymn he’d written many
years before.
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Robert tried to avoid answering her.
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But he began to weep.
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With tears streaming down his cheeks, he said, “I am the man who wrote that hymn and I’d give anything to
experience again the joy | once knew.”
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The young woman was taken completely by surprise, but she reassured him that the “streams of mercy”
mentioned in his hymn still flowed.
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Robert Robinson turned his “wandering heart” back to Jesus — and found again the love of his Lord.
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Judas will betray Jesus.
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This section in John 13 is terrifying.
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Don’t go through the motions of Christianity — come to the cross and receive grace.
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Jesus will welcome you back.
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Finally, John 13 closes with the first recorded time Jesus tells us of his new command.
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This command will be repeated several times in these chapters — it’s lies at the heart of this personal message

from Jesus.
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Jesus says, “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another.

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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Last week, we spoke about what this love is — God’s selfless love that sent Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our

sins.
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Here in John 13, it is no accident that Jesus gives this command after he has washed his disciples’ feet.
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You see, it is the quality of our love for one another —to wash one another’s feet as Jesus says in John 13:14 —

that shows the world the truth of Christianity.
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Doctrine matters, as we learned last week, but the Gospel is “heard” when people see how we stoop to serve

and love one another.
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15 years ago, Catherine and | went to Toronto for two weeks so | could do some research on my doctoral thesis
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It was a busy time.
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We had also planned to do some home renovations: rip out the old carpet and lay laminate flooring, repaint all
the interior walls, upgrade the electrical outlets, install new windows, and so on.
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What we didn’t know was that the moment we left our house to go to the airport to fly to Toronto —and | mean
the moment we drove away — the congregation at First Baptist Penticton went into action.
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One member had a key to our home.
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So, for the next two weeks, day and night, the congregation completed all the renovations for us: carpets ripped
out, laminate flooring laid, walls repainted, outlets upgraded, windows installed, and so on.
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The evening we returned, we were greeted by several church members.
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They opened the front door!
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As we entered all we could do was weep with gratitude.
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Such was the love shown.
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But what was even more wonderful were the conversations we had with neighbours
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— they had seen people come and go for the two weeks; now these neighbours had witnessed Christian love in
action — and it was a great way to share Jesus with them.
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That’s a remarkable story of Christian love.
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At the same time, let us remember that this Saturday, September 30, is National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
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We remember a very painful part of our national history:
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children who never came home and the survivors of residential schools, their families, and their indigenous
communities.
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It is sobering to consider that many who followed Jesus were responsible for these residential schools.
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We weep at the horrific harm done in the name of Jesus to indigenous peoples.
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Two stories: one of Christian love; the other of Christian failure.

W ESE © —(ERA BN, S — A E TR -



10

In John 13-17, Jesus has a personal message for us.
RIS 13-17 o AR AR MR E: 7T —EEAE S -
It begins with the most shocking action — Jesus washes his disciples’ feet.
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“He showed them (and us!) the full extent of his love,” John 13:1 says.
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Today, this message is desperately needed.
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People need to see Christian love in action and not to see Christian failure on display.
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For this to happen, let us let him “wash our feet” — let us receive him as the Lord who died for us.
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Let us not wander from his grace, but if we do, know we can return to him and call on him — he will receive us.
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And let us love one another as he loves us — then our nation will “hear” the truth of the Gospel, the Gospel of

truth and reconciliation.
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