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We've reached the end of a short series called, “Living in the Light of what God has done.”
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The aim has been to equip us to follow Jesus not because it’s a good idea or because others tell us to
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— but because this is how faithful believers live.
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At their core, their lives are a response to God’s grace.
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So, looking at the lives of several less-well-known people in the Bible,
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we’ve learned from Rahab how important it is to put first God’s purposes;
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we’ve learned from an anonymous armour-bearer how important it is to remember that nothing can hinder the
Lord;
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we’ve learned from Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, how to trust God in tough times;
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we’ve learned from Rhoda, a servant girl, why joy characterizes the Christian life.
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Today, we end this series, seeing that the Christian life is founded upon truth and expressed by love.
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To live in the light of what God has done, as our text today tells us, is a call to doctrinal accuracy and biblical love.
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Our text is the Second Letter of John.
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2 John and 3 John are the two shortest letters in the Bible — both less than 250 words.
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The author, called “the elder” in 2 and 3 John, is the “beloved” apostle of Jesus, the Apostle John, one of the
first disciples of Jesus.
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He’s been a pastor of a group of churches in Asia Minor — modern-day Turkey — for years,

fit—E &/ aidlins (S +HHE) —HEE S5 RKevEEn

but now these churches face a great danger:
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false teaching has begun to infiltrate these congregations.
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So, with all the wisdom, grace, and “fire” gained from years of walking closely with Jesus, John writes three
letters.
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The first, and longest, calls Christians to remain true to Jesus and to one another.
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Only by doing so can false teaching be detected and confronted.
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The second, our text, warns of false teachers who take advantage of Christians to spread their toxic beliefs.
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The third encourages the welcome of godly teachers whilst at the same time confronting leaders who are
concerned more about their image than about the truth.
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In other words, John'’s letters remind us to hold truth and love together
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—so that we walk in the light of what God has done in truth and love.
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2 John is written to “the chosen lady”.
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Most Bible scholars today believe John is writing to a congregation — not an individual.
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The reason is that John often refers to “the chosen lady” using plural words
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—in other words, “the chosen lady” is a group of believers — a congregation.
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Describing a church like this should not surprise us:
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remember, Paul describes the church as Christ’s bride in Ephesians 5.
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But whether 2 John is a letter to a congregation or to an individual, the point is this:
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for Christians, love and truth are not theoretical concepts;
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love and truth are how we live in relationship with one another and with the world around us.
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And this is why we finish this series here
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— by exploring the importance of doctrine and behaviour.
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See, to live in the light of what God has done can only be on the foundation of truth and expressed in love.
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This is not how our world thinks.
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Today many say, “There’s no such thing as ‘absolute truth’!
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‘Truth’ is what you make it, it’s personal.”
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Fredrick Nietzsche, the 19t"-century philosopher whose beliefs have had a huge impact on western culture, once
said,
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“There are no eternal facts and there are no absolute truths.”
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Oprah Winfrey — the TV host — said much the same:
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“What | know for sure is that speaking your truth — not “the truth”, notice — is the most powerful tool we have.”
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We hear politicians talk about “alternative facts”, which is a contradiction.
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The former lawyer of the leading Republican presidential candidate, claimed that “truth isn’t truth.”
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Similarly, “Fake News” becomes a way to suppress dialogue.
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Truth can also be diluted in family life:
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a child tells a parent that he’s cleaned his bedroom, but what he means is he’s made a path from the door to the
bed.
—{E %SISR A4S F T TN BV EEE MAEFIRIPREHEE T —FRES
We can even use “truth” to justify our cravings:
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“If we're not supposed to have midnight snacks, why is there a light in the fridge?”
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And what do we mean by love?
FeIpraRa et EEE ?
“Love is love” is a popular slogan, but what does it mean?
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The popular K-Pop band, Black Pink, seems to know.
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One of their songs says, “No one’s keeping tally, | do what | want with who | like.”
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So often today, sadly, love is about sexual liberation.
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Now, the point is not to parade culture or society’s brokenness.
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It is to recognize that to live in the light of what God has done is to be grounded in Christian truth and
demonstrate Christian love.
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doctrine and theology — and biblical love go hand-in-hand.
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Did you notice this in our reading?
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2 John 4 speaks of “walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded.”
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2 John 6 ends, “As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.”
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Walking in truth and walking in love describe Christian discipleship.
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1 John 2:3-4 show this clearly:
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“Those who say, ‘I know him [Jesus],” but do not do what he commands are liars, and the truth is not in them.
But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them.”
TIRMEESE HRYES  SRAE IR SR o NSRRI o AR ESH Y a0 BEER
Frenty » HESAEMZER T -
Truth and love go together: we cannot have one without the other.
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Many years ago, when | began pastoring in England, a group from the church joined a large outreach event in
central London.
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Thousands of Christians were gathering to celebrate Jesus in a huge worship event on the streets of London.
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As we made our way on the London subway to this event, one person from our group approached some “punks”
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—they had bright, Mohican haircuts, wearing black leather jackets adorned with chrome metal chains, skin-tight
jeans, and heavy black boots.
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The person from our group said to them, “You need to repent and follow Jesus!”
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That was the truth — they, and all of us, need to repent and follow Jesus.
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But it wasn’t said “in love”.
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Hardly a favourable witness to those punks!

PR v ASKER - BN BRI RES |

“Truth” without “love” is cold.
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On the other hand, sometimes Christians are too “loving”.
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We don’t want to offend so we avoid awkward topics or difficult people.
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How many times have we heard someone say, “The Bible says, ‘Do not judge’”?
BME 2/ DXREER|AGR - " B4R - T AR T, 7



We don’t speak the truth because we don’t want to judge — we don’t want to be “unloving”.
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The result?
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Our commitment to the truth of the Gospel becomes just opinion, not deep conviction.
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If “truth” without “love” is cold, “love” without “truth” is feeble.

WERSNGH BT Ay HHE ZREHY - A THET By ET BUEEkIsRY o

The biblical view, however, is this: truth and love go together.
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To do this is not easy.
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Someone attends a worship service, displaying behaviour or using language or wearing clothing that might not
be normally acceptable:

BHASINEF  RREAVT HEEHAE S SEE BT A 20K R

what is the response of truth and love?
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Someone at work or in our family mocks our belief in Jesus:
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what is the response of truth and love?
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Someone in the church acts in a way that offends other church members:
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what is the response of truth and love?
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All of us have an inward bias:
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we’re either like the Christian on the subway or we avoid awkwardness “in the name of love” (but then quick to
gossip about it with others).
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To respond in truth and love requires wisdom, maturlty, prayer, courage, faith, humility, and grace.
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And we’ll see what that means in a moment.
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But, let’s be clear — the Scriptures clearly teach that to live in the light of what God has done is to walk in truth
and in love.
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So how do we walk in truth and love?
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Look at 2 John 6.
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2 John 6 tells us “And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands.”
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Instantly we see that from the biblical perspective, love is not first a feeling; love is a command.
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It does not matter first how we feel, when the stranger walks in, when we’re mocked for our faith, when another
believer hurts us, we are commanded to love — period!
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Love is a command.
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Ok, so | love because I’'m told to?
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No. I love because of who commands me to love.
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The verse says it’s “his command”.
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It’s Jesus’ command.
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Remember Jesus’ words in John 13:34: “A new command | give you: love one another.”
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| walk in truth and love because that’s what my Lord commands me to do.
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The one to whom I've given my life tells me to walk in truth and love.
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There’s no opt-out clause here.
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| can’t tell Jesus, “Thanks Lord, but today I’'m not going to walk in truth and love.”
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It’s a command.
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That’s the first point about walking in truth and love.
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But then Jesus adds something else in John 13:34.
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He defines his love: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
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We love not just because he tells us to, but because he has given us the example — the cross.
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Look at 1 John 4:10 says, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.”
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And this is where our doctrine must be very clear.
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Look at the second half of 2 John.
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John confronts false teachers.
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And he confronts them on their doctrine — particularly their understanding of Jesus.
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These false teachers deny that Jesus is fully human
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—they “do not acknowledge that he has come in the flesh”.
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For them there is no Christmas, no virgin birth, no “incarnation”.
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This is where doctrine matters.
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To deny the full humanity of Jesus is to say there is no salvation,
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just as to deny the full divinity of Jesus says the same:
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only a fully human and fully divine Jesus — the Son of God — can redeem me from sin.
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| sin because | am a sinful human being
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—only a sinless human being can represent me before God.
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My sin is against God — only one who is fully God can transfer his righteousness to me.
WHISEE &R I — A — 58 &M AT sE R =S 2 s | -
What John does in 2 John is this:
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if you want to know love, you must acknowledge the truth
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—Jesus, the Son of God, has come in the flesh.
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Doctrine matters.
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The foundation for biblical love is the truth of the Gospel.
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What this means is this: love that is not the expression of the truth of the cross is not love.
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It is the cross of Christ, the truth of Jesus, that must define our love.
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We love, as John says in 2 John 1, “in the truth”.
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Knowing this is why the action of the person on the subway was not love shaped by the cross;
HIEBFLR Ry AE IR e R PR E RN,

and when we avoid speaking against sin because of awkwardness, that’s not truth shaped by the cross.
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So how do we live this practically?
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Because I’'m sure we will have to, perhaps even today.
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Even in church communities, there is conflict:

RIE R G REAe T - thFAEfEse -

the quality of welcome, the length of service, the style of music, the abruptness of a volunteer, the disregard
from a leader, the choice of someone’s clothing, the impatience of a helper — the list goes on.
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And it’ll be the same at home, in work, between friends, among neighbours, and with strangers.

TEZAR » FELAFF - FERR 2 - (e EZ [ FEFEE A - B — Y -

| guarantee that this week, you and | will need to apply love and truth in a situation.

Hebras - AR o IRRIFAFR EAE AR TS T -

We will need to walk in the light of what God has done.
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So how?
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Authentic love, love rooted in the truth of Jesus and the cross, gives us four stages.
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The first is repentance.

Epimwe 5

What is wrong in my life that | must confess?
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What is wrong in the other person’s life that they need to confess?
TR AR TR (TR SRR R 7

Notice, | must start with me.
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| remove the plank from my own eye, before | remove the speck from my sister’s or brother’s eye.
PSeLHEE CIRFHIEEAR » A& R o0 S AH kAR Ay -

And let’s not forget, removing a plank from an eye is not a quick operation!
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Checking our own hearts should take time
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— and one of the best ways to check our hearts, is to allow trusted friends to tell us where we are blind to our
sin.
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That’s not easy, but that’s where it starts.
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To correct someone else, must mean we are willing to be corrected ourselves — first!
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That’s where small groups and trusted Christian friends are God’s gift — they hold us accountable to Jesus.
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Second, love rooted in the truth means we honour biblical standards for Christian living:
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the Ten Commandments, not following the acts of sinful nature in Galatians 5:19-21, putting into practice the
Sermon on the Mount.

T NEIENFARE 5 ¢ 19-21 RIEEAIT R BRI IEEEE -

Holding one another to these standards is part of love.
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But notice, this can only happen once we’ve been through the first stage,
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once we ourselves have come to the cross for forgiveness and grace,
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because we can only live these by God’s grace and power.

PR AM L RESEE iy I BRI BE S AR ARV -

But let’s not forget that there are biblical standards for living.
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And to know these standards requires an ever-growing commitment to biblical truth and interpretation.
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We must do the hard work of understanding Scripture;

BeAMZHES TP EE

we must do the hard work of asking how Scripture applies to us today; and, we do what it says.
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Love, rooted in the truth calls us to this kind of discipline of study and of upholding biblical standards.
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Third, love rooted in the truth is sacrificial.
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Christ went to the cross for us.
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If | love without cost, | have not loved as Jesus did.

WRBANHAEEE » TILHGISFRIREE -

Love will cost us: time, money, reputation, inconvenience.
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But also, if | call you to love Jesus and | do not remind you that there is a cost, | do not love you as Jesus does.
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Love rooted in truth is sacrificial.
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Finally, love rooted in truth of Jesus transforms us and transforms others.
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If I love you in the truth, you will not be the same.
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And if you love me in the truth, | will not be the same.
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To walk in truth and love is to long for a closer walk with Jesus for myself and for the person | am called to love.
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When this is my desire and your desire then the Gospel transforms us.
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It’s John’s desire in 2 John: “I have much to write to you,” he says in verse 12, “but | do not want to use paper
and ink. Instead, | hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete!”
BRI T E T 2 gAY - T IEATT SRR SR - AN A £ - (HIpEEIR
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Isn’t that fabulous?

BN BRI ?

Walking in Christ’s truth and love makes our joy complete.

{TER B EHEME P ERMFZEELURE -

Many years ago, an old man was making his way on foot to a mountain.
SRR » — g AT -
It was the middle of winter.
Al EPEA -
He stopped at an inn on the way.
fAER P —HEARE T 2K -
The innkeeper said to him, “How will you ever get there in this kind of weather?”
FREEEMR TR EERAE - IKEEREEIIEE ?
The old man looked the innkeeper and with a broad smile across his face said,
CNEEFREE b R RS AER
“My heart got there first, so it’s easy for the rest of me to follow.”
TEAVL AR TR » FTAIRBVBRSIRA SR o
Living in the light of what God has done, like Rahab leaning on God’s promises, like the armour-bearer knowing
nothing can hinder God, like Baruch trusting God in tough times, like Rhoda overcome with joy, and like the
Apostle John who calls us to walk in truth and love
G EMEEMIIIEST - G2 as/ D AKIE A (T REHBE ] - SRR R (S 560 - (R E
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—in the way of the cross — is because we know the love of Jesus — that’s where our hearts are.
- fETERRVERS B - BRABRMFERSRNE - BRI LHTE -
Then everything else will fall into place, we will gladly follow.
PR HoAth — DR e /KSR A - M REEEIRPE -
God has done it all —live in the light of what he has done.
HEAEEEL TiE— VU — S E M 5 ERDE -



