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Joy — Our Attitude in the Light of What God has Done
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Did you know there’s an annual conference dedicated to discussing boring stuff.
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It’s advertised as a one-day celebration of the ordinary, obvious, and overlooked.
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It’s called the “Boring Conference.” T #ifi By " MRl | -

Themes at the conference have included sneezing, toast, sounds made by vending machines,
barcodes, yellow lines, injet printers of 1999, how to cook meals with the equipment found in
hotel rooms, and the similarities between 198 of the world’s national anthems.
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Some of these might seem fascinating, but | think they’re probably very boring.
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When | was at high school, and someone broke a school rule, the joke was that you had to write
an essay on “the inside of a ping pong ball”.
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Boring, dull, unimaginative. Sl » V(R » S=4EGS7 o

Now, contrast that with being the church and being here on Sundays.
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Nothing boring, is there? ;G {EEMERIAY » EME ¢
Well... Perhaps not boring, but is it joyful? t23F o o o thZFANHER - {HESENE 9
Did you know that there are nearly 400 instances of the word for joy or rejoicing in the Bible?
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Joy is one of the primary characteristics of believers in the Bible as they gathered in worship:
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“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with
joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,
the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks
to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness
continues through all generations.” So says Psalm 100.
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We’re near the end of a short sermon series called, “Living in the Light of what God has done.”
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We’ve looked at some less-well-known Bible characters. Fx {95 T —Lb R KHIZHYEELR AW -
Remember Rahab, a prostitute and foreigner who believed God’s purposes for the people of
Israel. ZRELFRIGE 7 —(EEZMIMNEA > WA EHE DIESI AR 5 & -

What about the faithful and loyal devotion of Jonathan’s armour-bearer, a man who knew
nothing could hinder the Lord?
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We followed Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, who trusted God in tough times.
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And today? H[5KIE ?

Today, we watch as Rhoda, a young servant girl, enthusiastically reports to a praying
congregation that God has preformed a miracle, only to be told she’s “out of her mind.”
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So, what's the story? A » H{ZE B {HIIE ?
Acts 12 begins in the reign of King Herod — this is not the Herod at the time of Jesus’ birth, but
his grandson.
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This Herod reigned from 41-44 AD. B\ F1EREFAFIGTT 41-44 FAF{1L ©

Most likely the events in Acts 12 take place sometime in 43-44 AD — so about 10 years have
passed since the Day of Pentecost.
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Herod wanted to win favour with the Jewish leaders. #5713 F AR SRG A SE T H R

Perhaps he thought that if he killed the leaders of the church, Christianity would decline.
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So, Herod executes James, the brother of John — two of the first disciples of Jesus.
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The Jewish leaders like this. Jp§ K SE#II EE =8t iS50 -

So, Herod imprisons Peter and plans to put him on trial.
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Acts 12:5 says the church earnestly prayed for Peter.
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It’s encouraging to see the early church willing to gather to pray — and to pray with focus,
intention, and fervency.
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It’s less encouraging to think that perhaps they no longer prayed with expectation that God can
free Peter. fREEFFIA FHIEHRERE LS » EFLAIES ASFE T -

Maybe those 10 years since the Day of Pentecost have dulled their prayer.
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Has their prayer life become another topic for a “Boring Conference”?
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They need a wake-up call — and they going to get it. f{7{f1ZE B gL IARE — TS 152 E -

God will do something amazing. fH & {ii—LLE4PAVEE -

It’s the night before Peter’s due to go on trial.ig S {153 HAY AT — e E -

He’s chained to two guards. (R 5 N (RegisisR s » BRI {lE - IeE g -

Sentries are posted at the prison gate. F B 5 Z AT °

Suddenly an angel appears. Z22K » —{fK{HEHIF T -

The angel slaps Peter hard — yes, the word in verse 7 means exactly that.
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Clearly, Peter isn’t sleepless with fear. ZHZR » (150G FH N RV ETM AR -

What’s more, the guards are oblivious. B EE [+ > SFEMTEIANE. o

Peter wakes up, his chains fall off (doesn’t that remind you of a phrase in Wesley’s great hymn,
“And Can It Be?”).
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Peter follows the angel passed the guards, through the gate, and outside — all the time thinking
it’s a vision. (RAGERE R ELCE TR » ZREARM » EFVMA—— B s RS -
Only when the angel leaves him does Peter realize it’s no vision — God has released him by his
power. HEE R{EHEFIMES - G4 EMEIE N ERE — & LIHIRRERER 11t -
We’ve got to laugh, haven’t we? F D JESE » A 2% ?

It’s funny — Peter, standing in the middle of the street, shaking his head, thinking, “Wow! God is
great!” IERABM— AU EEE PR - HEZ0E - f8E T | R EA |

| wonder if sometimes each of us needs to be slapped by God and hear him say, “Wake up, I'm
doing something amazing here!”
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Peter knows where to go next —to the house where the church has gathered to pray.
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It’s the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, the young man who in Acts 13 will accompany
Paul and Barnabas on their mission trip to Cyprus.
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Oh, and just as an aside, it’s fascinating that the church gathers at Mary’s home.
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Not only did Mary have a home large enough, but most likely, she was a key leader in the church:
women in leadership!
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But it’s not Mary who is at the centre of what happens; it’s another woman.
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And this is where we really do laugh —it’s a comedy.
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Peter knocks on the door. ({158 | 85T °

Knock, knock! Rhoda, a servant, answers.l% » % > ££ A ZE K0 o

“Who’s there?” " ZE{EAE ? |

“Pete. Pete who?” ' {715 - AMERHS ? |

“Pizza delivery.” Ok, not pizza delivery. " JZESNEIE ? | 4FIE » RN EPEINS -

Whatever the conversation, Rhoda is so excited — full of joy, remember — she forgets to open the
door, fitzm et e (T1EE > e AENIRRE HE —7iim | =17 » S0 —r=Ee 7RI -

runs back to the boring prayer meeting where everyone has forgotten that God answers prayer,
and exclaims:F[E[fEHIFVES &+ » RFEESEC T HCIEES - K&

“Peter is at the door!” " 7 {5A4FF9 1 ! |

And the response? [ffj[2][EIE ?

Do they all cry, “Hallelujah, praise the Lord”? f{f9E0IRNE » "SRR oE » #EFETL | 1E 9

No. They say is “Rhoda, you’re nuts!” “~ o =00V " 28K Wk T ! |

She keeps saying, “Peter is at the door!” @ RETHER « T IFHSAFFT | |

Now, all they think is that Peter must be dead — that’s what “It must be his angel” means.
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Can you picture the scene? {REEAE (S & BF A = 1E

It’s funny; it's stupid; it’s glorious; it’s sad — all at the same time.
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Have you ever been in a prayer meeting like that?! /5 9H & B S EAVEESEIE ? |
Where emotions and thoughts and feelings are all over the place, and we’ve lost touch with God.
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Meanwhile, Peter is banging on the door: knock, knock!Eitf[E[HF » IS IEEEEFT © & » IR |
Finally, in verse 16, the door is opened. %1% * 1£55 16 € > FI#FTRE T -

Peter is standing there. {RS-EAFAR# o
And the prayer meeting is astonished! {25 & 2w S AT |



Peter tells them to be quiet. {5253t SR 225% -
He then tells his amazing testimony. ZR1& &5 4l T & 40eY R 55 -
And what a testimony that was! [ i& 2558 A 0y 22600 |

So why look at Rhoda today in this series “Living in the light of what God has done”?
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Because she’s the first individual in the Book of Acts who is described as “overjoyed.”
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Yes, many have praised God in the Book of Acts, but the only mention of joy in Acts before this
story is in Acts 8:8, when God used Philip to cast out demons and heal the sick in Samaria.
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There, we’re told that the whole city rejoiced. {EH#E » BEKESRFAIEL{E I B KB =4 -
But Rhoda is the first individual who is “overjoyed”. {HZE K& —(E " E=HE4SM | HIA »

She takes centre stage in the early life of the church because she lived in the light of what God
has done — a miracle has happened, Peter is released, and she is full of joy.
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Rhoda could never be a theme at the Boring Conference!
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What can we learn?FGEE 21| {{-JE ?

Let’s first ask what is joy — biblical joy? sEFAM SR T E =ZE8E —ERaK =48 ?

Often joy is confused with happiness. =48 & B RAEE B —=K o

Happiness is a satisfying meal, a cool shopping deal, a relaxing vacation, a successful business
contract, even a delightful visit with family and friends.
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Happiness is a state of mind and emotion that is temporary.
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It’Il pass until the next moment of happiness arrives. &7 » HE| N —ZI| Y REER]K -

Joy — biblical joy — is so much more than circumstance or event or our ever-changing emotions.
S4B P ESE— MEE BRSNS LY E4E -

Biblical joy is “in the Lord.” BE&X hpy=462 T A/ | (1Y -

It is knowing God, personally, as Lord and Saviour ‘&1 A 2¥ask Rzl fy ERIRCE

-because this joy knows no boundary, because God is its source, its object, its vision, its
fulfilment, its endless existence.
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This is profound. 8&%ZIHY °

The quest for joy is never an end-in-itself. E&4 AR B HEAREDR SBKAY EHAY °

The richness of joy is only found “in the Lord”. =44 & & LA F T 34 | A geska] -

So we do not seek joy, we seek the Lord, and joy is the inevitable by-product.
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The joy of the Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10).
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Joy is found in the presence of the Lord —it’s why joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22).
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Living in the light of what God has done inevitably means living in the joy of the Lord.
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But how does this relate to Rhoda and a church at prayer?
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What do we expect when we gather to worship or pray in our small groups or meet for Bible
studies or share together?
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John Ortberg, the retired pastor and Christian author, once wrote about a time he saw the San
Fransisco Giants win the baseball World Series.
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When they won, he says, grown men with beards jumped around like they were 9 years old,
looking for someone to hug.
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He then says, “Nobody scripted the celebration; they didn’t plan who would jump where or what
songs they would sing or what music they would play.”
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All they did was celebrate a baseball victory. i Fr ey H S B EERAYE A -

He says, “And | thought about church worship.” ftEf : " FRABE] T Hrar e FE o |

And then he adds, “I think our problem as Christians is that we are not really sure Jesus won; we
are not really confident what a good God, God is.”
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Let me put it like this: what if we really discovered that Jesus was alive, that death was defeated,
that our guilt was taken from us.
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Do you think this world could contain our joy?{RE7 By ia (& tH L EE 4N F MY = [ 2

Rhoda mirrors the response of Mary Magdalene on that first Easter morning.
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Mary went to the tomb, saw it was empty, met Jesus in the garden, and then, John 20:18 says,

“went to the disciples with the news, ‘I have seen the Lord!"”
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Rhoda goes to the door, hears Peter’s voice, and is overjoyed because Peter is alive.
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She can’t contain her joy. #h#EEHIEH CAVE]R -

And she tells the gathered church. #h£5EF IEAF B A -

She lives in the light of what God has done! #EF 1 5 ZEHYSEH |

What would happen if, on a Sunday morning, as we gather to worship, it’s not the weather or

the stress of the week or the aches and pains that are top of our agenda.
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Instead, we turn to one another and declare not “Peter is alive” but “Jesus is alive!”
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Perhaps each of us needs to find our inner Rhoda on Sundays.
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What else can we learn from Rhoda? F{iZ2GECEE K B FEFR({{7EE 9

Her joy will not be dampened by the faithlessness of others in the prayer meeting.
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She doesn’t think, “Oh maybe they are right. Maybe | just imagined God’s power. Maybe Jesus
doesn’t turn up in our lives. Maybe prayers are just conversations with a ceiling.”
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No. Her joy will not be dampened. K o @Y= RN @& 2 2(H]IE] -

| remember a question posed to a group of pastors at a retreat many years ago.
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The speaker asked us: “What is it about your faith in Jesus that would keep you up all night
talking with friends?”
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It’s a great question. 18 &=—{E{RFHIYFE -

Maybe it’s how God has answered prayer; t72F 25t SO EEERY T

how Jesus is working in your life today; B[ fik< K40l fE/REYAE & R TAF;

what you read in the Bible this week; {/R A B 1F B2 4K 128 21 HY;

who you’re praying for; {RAE Fsafifi s,



the worship songs that have brought you close to Jesus; {5 (/R T R GRAYERFEEF G

maybe even the sermons that God used to speak to you.
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Rhoda has a testimony to tell and there’s nothing that going to stop her.
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As J.I. Packer, one of the great evangelical theologians of past decades and former professor at
Regent College, Vancouver, once said, “Joy is like jam; it sticks to you as you spread it.”
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We weep with those who weep, but let us rejoice with those who rejoice.
FeATFIARLE S Y A —H#ES1L - (EFERR IR Z 2\ —[F =2 -

Sharing what the Lord is doing brings him praise, encourages others, and also blesses us.
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It’s a great antidote to dulled belief, dying faith, and dreary discipleship.
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Let our joy not be dampened. ZEF A ZLE AN EHEHIE] -

But perhaps some of us today cannot relate to this.
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We have lost our joy in the Lord. FfTE.4% 4 T4 £ EHAY=4E -

King David knew this when confronted with the sin of adultery.
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In Psalm 51:12, he prays to God, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation.”
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If there is known sin in our lives, joy will be distant.
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The solution to recovering joy if there’s sin in our lives is to come humbly to the cross and confess
our sin.
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There, to use the words of Psalm 30:11, the Lord will turn our wailing into dancing, remove our
sackcloth (our shame), and cloth us with joy.
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The cross is where our sin is seen, but where our joy is found.
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But maybe it’s not our personal sin that has stripped us of our joy in the Lord.
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Maybe, it’s the long years of pain, the constant criticism from family or colleagues, the stress of
events in our world.
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So, this story of a young woman — Rhoda — overjoyed at God’s grace doesn’t connect with us.
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Inside, we say to ourselves, “Ok for her, but right now things are difficult, and a sermon on joy is
not what | need.”
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Jesus knows how you feel. B ERF1ERAVESZ °

Remember Gethsemane E 15X EEE -

Jesus wanted to avoid the cross: “take this cup from me”, he prayed.
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But he knew that the cross was the way of hope for the world.
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And he knew that the cross would lead to resurrection.
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Hebrews 12:2 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.”
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And then the next verse says, “Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that
you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
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The place to go when the joy of the Lord seems so far away is not deeper into our sorrow, but
deeper into the love of Jesus shown to you at the cross.
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Please hear this today and as feeble as it may feel, choose to rejoice:
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open your mouth, lift your eyes, and tell Jesus you love him and thank Jesus for loving you.
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As we do, things become just a little clearer.
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The Apostle Paul, writing from prison, says in Philippians 4:4. “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will
say it again: Rejoice!”
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Though it is dark now, joy will come. BEZRIZIE KT » (HER @AY -
Hold onto Psalm 90:14: “Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for
joy and be glad all our days.”
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Richard Wurmbrandt was a Romanian pastor. B & B 47 BH 2 — %448 B JE oo B -

He and his wife, Sabina, were imprisoned by the Communists in the late 1940s.
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What was worse was that their 7-year-old son, Michael, was taken from them, placed in a
government school, indoctrinated in Marxism and atheism.
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Years passed. 7% H /it #1 »

Then, as a method of psychological torture for Richard and Sabina, Michael was brought to see
his mom.
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The purpose of the visit was for him to denounce Christianity to her face.
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The boy, now in his teens, studied the marks of suffering written across her face.
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He saw the years of pain. &2 T 5% 3 VR -

But he also saw something else. {Eft 7 & F| T BIHYEPE -

He saw in his mom joy in her Lord Jesus. fT{E 5 E FEF] T dhAE FERAREEAY =45 o
Michael suddenly declared: “Mom, if Christ means this much to you, then | want him too.”
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Living in the light of what God has done. JEF i 5§ ZHYEH -

It’s pure joy! It’s pure joy in Jesus. /S5 E4FHY E4E | B BAT SR B BE A =4 -
Rhoda saw God'’s power.

ZENEF] T A KEE © She was overjoyed. #iEHIEE S

Nothing could ever prevent her from announcing what God had done.
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Let’s be a congregation of Rhodas sEF Ak F—1E {5 48 KAV &k

— this world will not be able to contain the joy we have because Jesus is alive.
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For, when Christ means this much to us, many will want him too!
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