Sermon ;BIB{EE
September J1L.B 3, 2023

Jeremiah BRFI2KEE 32:6-12
Trusting God in Tough Times

TSRS HA(S 51

My mom was a violin teacher. EiEIERE—Z/IMEEEELT,
It was her profession for about 65 years. 152 7 65 FHIEZE.

She loved it — most of the time. A E(IHRIE =S ENES (R,
But there were one or two students who hardly practised, were obstinate, and whose parents never paid the

teaching fees on time. {BtHE B4 G Ry, FiEg, MMMWRKXBHIENEZFREE,
Mom was usually very gracious. {SiSBEFERI"Z.

Her cat, however, wasn’t. AT, WBAYSEAN S A,
One time, the cat, clearly upset by the behaviour of a student, decided to relieve itself in the students open violin

case. B—R, EEREAHB2ENTEREIRNT, EREN/IMEEZESERH TR,
Inwardly, | think my mom found that very, very funny. 7ZE0M8, FRBERIBEEEEIFEIFEEGH.

Now, | say my mom was usually very gracious. Flf| A~ 2R FIBISEE R,

And she was. {1 2HY,

But | can remember times when she was ready to scream. {BFa2 154t 45 @ AHBE 0L IS,

She didn’t. #8415 4.

Instead, when teaching was tough, she’d end the day eating chocolate cake.

HR, EX2RREET, WEZISRNERERIB—X.

How do you handle tough times? 4% 40{a] S R B A I (B0 ?

It’s been a long day at work, customers have been annoying. T{ET i @RIN—XK, ZEE—ERBEANEHE,
What do you do? {R&E/E R HIE?

It’s been a difficult day with family, kids are rude and objectionable.

MR NEBHVEREN— R, ZFIHE A -

What do you do? {R&/E B ?

It’s been a stressful day travelling, other drivers making gestures that are not part of the BC drivers’ manual.
7 —RRVEIFERE, EtaEEHAIEER B a4 = T Mg AFS,

What do you do? {RE&/EEX{HIfg?

It’s said that when the going gets tough, the tough go shopping — or eat chocolate cake.

B, ESFEEHAEN, BRNASEEY &I OER.

Of course, most of the tough times we experience are not that stressful.

B, BICERASEERMITEIER ¢ AR ARIEES],
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Our hearts go out to those facing severe illness or who can’t meet the bills or who have had to abandon homes
because of war or, in BC, raging fires.

FAEBEHPLHERR R - HiEsTIRE - REF SR FaRREAKNMAEARERERIA.
I’'m very conscious that just saying to people facing enormous difficulty, “Just trust God” or “God has a plan’
can almost feel dismissive, even offensive.

FIFREE, REHHEE XFENAR BEHRI S MEEEN ETFEEARENE, EEIH
HIEM.

It’s true, we must trust God; 18, FFJ/BHR(SH,

it’s true, God has a plan; /&S, HE—(ETE;

but surely God has more to say than this (B 5 T8 B ZHIEEER.

2

We’re in a series of sermons with the title, “Living in the light of what God has done.”
K E—RYBENVEER TEERERREF .

As Christians we are shown a different perspective {fEBEEE, EM#E T T —(EAARENRE
— God wants to open our eyes to see things from his point of view.

— HIEFTRAREAMIRVERES, fERREERE.

And his point of view is the cross and the resurrection. {EHVEREL 2 +=2RFN1EE.

We can know that even in the toughest of times, God remains Lord and sovereign, his grace will never end, his
love will triumph.

HAIRTLANLE, BIEEREREAVRSHE, MORETHNESE LN, MRNBEKEFRTER, HNEEE
5.

The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 that he was under great pressure, far beyond his ability to endure,
so that he even despaired of life.

FEREBESMSES 1. 89 PREE, MWAZEEXNES, REEH THRIREZEESD, UERtE
EHEEREIBE,

In fact, he says, he felt as if he were under the sentence of death.

FEL, ik, tEREESHEEF TR

But this happened, he says, so that we do not rely on ourselves, but on God, who raises the dead.

Bfths, EFRIREGFEHMMERCS, MEKEEIEAEFRIE,

Paul saw tough times as an opportunity to learn to trust God. {RZE{REREMIISHIE (FRE T (SRS,
And that’s what we’ll discover today as we look at the life of another less-well-known character from the Bible

— Baruch. B ER IS KEBREET A —ERNRIAY—BEsAIEF IR EEIRA.

Who is Baruch? B§#2:?
Baruch was a scribe, skilled in record keeping and writing. BifE—RIVEE, BRICHFNEE,

He came from a family of scribes. {28 —{ESZ L 3REE.
We know him as the close, trusted friend of one of the greatest prophets in the Old Testament — Jeremiah.

HAMIREMRELNFRERITH——HRRKREESEEER.
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In fact, the reason we have the written prophecies of Jeremiah is because Baruch and his brother Seraiah wrote
and compiled them under the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

FE L, BMEBANXEEESHERRRRBSFMERaE A EEEENS I ETE T LIRE T
1.

Baruch may not be that well-known, but he is very important. B#RE]REARAZIFEL S, BftiEEEE,
To understand how Baruch teaches us to live in the light of what God has done

B 7 R E RIS E R ERAEF
—and to live trusting God in tough times — A {EEREERSHR(S 525
— let’s outline Jeremiah’s ministry.— 5253 5H ZALAERFI>KAYEE T,

Jeremiah was called by God to be a prophet in about 626 BC. ERFIKIEFGTTRY 626 FEAAETE S5,
His ministry spanned the last 5 kings of Judah, concluding with Zedekiah in 587 BC.

ftbAYE LIS I RRISRAE 5 (UBE, 7EFaITAl 587 FLAFRERER.
For nearly 40 years, God called Jeremiah to bring God’s word to his people

VT 40 SF2R, I E ERFIRAS RIS R ttAYF R

— a people who had rejected God and now faced the horror of God’s judgement at the hands of the Babylonians.
— —{EHE4B T AT AR R EF R R EE B R A TF P k.

To read Jeremiah is to read of God’s heart, broken because of sin. ;EEPFKEF R B E R E FETIRREEAY ).
But, as we’ll see, it is also to read of God’s faithfulness, bringing hope when judgement is at its height.

B2, ENFKMEEERRY, SHEEIHNEE, E=HEIEENTFREE,

This is crucial to understand. IBf#E—ELERIEE,

It’s also worth knowing that the Book of Jeremiah is not written in chronological order.

ERES—RNZ, BFREARRIFHIEFRH.
You’ll see this as we follow Baruch — events that happen later in Baruch’s life are sometimes placed in earlier
chapters in Jeremiah.

ERMIRELEE, (FEEAE—H B FRENSHEIFRITEERR KSR E.

The key detail is this: BESEAREN 2I51RAY
Baruch lived during some of the most terrifying and turbulent times in Israel’s history,

EERERELUESIESE F—E & AFIERSRIRES,

in the decades leading up to the moment when the Babylonians finally crushed Jerusalem and exiled Jews to

Babylon. £ BELBARASMTFERBEIE S IR NRNE EEU R Z BIRI& +EF4E.

The northern kingdom of Israel had been destroyed by Assyria about 100 years before Jeremiah.

JEEBLAES I E BEEBFISK Z BIAAY] 100 SRR aoid s,

Only the southern kingdom of Judah remained. R FraZBRYIE K EE,

Regionally, there were two super-powers: Egypt and Babylon. 7E}ff 715 M{ERBL KR . 1= RFIEBLL .
Egypt’s power was waning; Babylon’s growing. 12K AIEA I IEEES; Bt maltE/.

Judah was caught between these two powers. JE XA EMiEEY 12 M.



But over all of them, God was at work. {BTEFFEIELEE E, #EFEL.
Babylon would be God’s instrument of judgement on Judah because of Judah’s sin and rebellion.

ERIEARISEAEY, bk R ARy T .,
This judgement finally reached its pinnacle in 586 BC when Nebuchadnezzar, for the third time, defeated Judah
and, this time, destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple.

EEEFEIRTEFaTTh) 586 FZZIALE, ERfEhmFEEIXRBRUEX, E—/KER 7 ERIREISTIEE

R,

Jeremiah was called to proclaim this judgement for 40 years. BRFK#E T E S 515 EFHIRIE 40 &,
It was one of the hardest things anyone could be called to do. E2{HAI A 7] se BRI R RE#ENEBZ—.

No one believes Jeremiah. ;28 AFBSERFIK,

Jeremiah is rejected, shackled, imprisoned, placed under house arrest, mocked, isolated, and, eventually, dragged
off to Egypt against his will.

ERFIKIIEAE, B Limee, #ESEE, IWENEE, W, i, REWELBECHNEREREIRK.
And with him throughout is his faithful friend Baruch. E3fth A E 422t B ERIRR R EER,

Can you imagine being the best friend of the least-liked person at work, at school, among the neighbours, on the
sports team, in the community?

TG EETE. 2R #HE. B AEFSEAZEIDNARIFIORRNE?
That was Baruch. S 2 EEE,
Truly, Baruch had to trust God in tough times.f9%&, ESFTTERHMISHAV/ESSTM,

What does Baruch teach us about trusting God in tough times? B SRHUE I P RIS HA S S 2 EE?
There are three moments in Baruch’s life that show us how to trust God in tough times.

Bix—EE = ERX SRR I AER G EE.

The first comes in Jeremiah 36.55—{EHIREEPFIKE 36 E,
It’s the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim — 605 BC. 152 4IE45 aHY 58 U —F5TRY 605 &,

It’s a tough time. 15— {EZREEAIRTER,
That year, the Babylonians inflicted a massive defeat on the Egyptians.

B—F, BEURAFRRALRE TEXRRIKEL,

Everyone is living on edge. BHE ABBATEE R X% 0] B AUARRE,

God speaks to Jeremiah. 1HETERFIKERES.

God tells him to write down all that God has told him to date. #RL{hEE FIES 5 LR AES—T.
Jeremiah asks Baruch. BRFI>KRIEE%,

So, as Jeremiah dictates, Baruch writes on a scroll. FrLA, $ZRREBFIKAIOIA, BEREESELET.
A year passes and Jeremiah tells Baruch to read the scroll in the Temple.

—FBET, BIFKIEREAEREREES.



Baruch obeys. EBERARIL T .
News reaches the king. JEEE T 2B F BB+,

The king asks for the scroll. B EZE T 2%,
As the scroll is read to the king, the king cuts off each paragraph and throws it into the fire.

ESESWERETER, BEET r SEEEIASEEXF.
The king shows total contempt for God’s word. Bl F5e 2547 1 #HYEERE.
What happens next? 1= F 3R & ¥4 (+Ex?
God tells Jeremiah to rewrite all the words. #IERFIKEEESFTERYEE.
Once again, Jeremiah dictates, Baruch writes. A2, BRRIKEZROAR, EERCHET TAK,

Do you remember Isaiah 40:8{RIZ5CELAETIRE 40: 8057

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.”
TEWThEE, TeRiEE, EARM WREERKEME. |

1 Peter 1:25, quotes Isaiah 40:8 and adds “And this is the word that was preached to you ”?

®SaIE 1. 25, 5|ALAFEEE 40: 8, WifFsR: [FriEGFRMESENEEE, |

God has a word for us — the Scriptures. #5552 .\n?,bﬂaﬂ B,
See, the king and Baruch faced the same tough times, with the Babylonians threatening them.

&, BIEMNCIEEREFRAVERERISHY, K5 EmARBZEbr.

But one of them refused to hear God’s word, while the other honoured God’s word.

(BREP—ERE LIRS, A —EAANSE RIS,

Scripture may be ignored, sliced, even burned, but Scripture can never be destroyed.

B LI RE, i, BEEREE, (BEEKETTHIER

“Heaven and earth will pass away,” said Jesus in Matthew 24:35, “but my words will never pass away.”

HREMERSARRE 24:355k: [ RthEREEE, BATRANEARREE. |

To live in the light of what God has done, to trust God in tough times, we always come back to the Bible.

RT7EERESAYEh, ERESHEREMS, REERTEEE,
Remember, | told you about Japanese Canadians who were forced from their homes to live almost as prisoners in
Canada during World War 2.

imncls, REFEFRREREBIERAES DORHFAAESHIRREHRFRE, SFERRIC—FEFTEN
EX,

Those who were Christian took the most basic items with them: a pair of shoes, small amounts of clothing.
LR EEES B RERNIm: —88, PENKR.

But they always took their Bibles. {Bft{fj48 2 &= Z B4,

They knew that in tough times, it’s the living word of God who will sustain them.

fibfIxNiE, EERENFH], RHEEERIREESIEE M.

Baruch knew this too. E#FtEATEIE—&Y.,
When the going gets tough, the tough don’t go shopping — they open their Bibles.

EFIFEEHREN, BRIATCSEEY — feiMmEE



If today is tough and tomorrow tougher, go to the Bible.

MRSKIREREE, PR, IBHEFEQL.

Only the words of eternal life can sustain you and encourage you and lift your eyes to the living God and Lord of
eternity. RBEKERIGEE A RESTISHR, SXBIR, FRARMMNEXKERHRFIKIERIZE.,

It’s why daily Bible reading is so important: SR ATEESXTESUNILEE
we develop the habit of reading Scripture so that when tough times come, it’s second nature to open the Bible and
listen to God speak to us.

BRI ENFEESHNEIE, ERERHEFZIZIZRES, TR IS E MRk HEE K.
I encourage you to cultivate this habit — it’1l be the best lifeline in tough times.

HSREMrENEEEE — G5 RHT R IERR.

Three moments in Baruch’s life show us how to trust God in tough times.
Bt —E PRI = (AR SRFAMIA AR IS S Fe .

That was the first. 525 —1E.

What’s the second? &8 _{E2(1+Z%?

Here we turn back 4 chapters, to Jeremiah 32. TEI548, F/(MEZ) 4 Exi, RERFIKE 32 &,
It’s 20 years later (remember, Jeremiah is not written chronologically!).

B2 205F1E (52fE, BRFIREARILIFHEIEFERY! )
It’s 587 BC. i52787TAl 587 £,
The Babylonians are besieging Jerusalem. BEV @ A IEFEEKERERIENS .

In just a few months the city will be destroyed EFEREX4E R A, 1ESRERMASHRHEER,
Any semblance of ordinary life has collapsed: children who once played games in the street now starve.

HAENEERIRGECEEE: SREHLITERAVZ FRE FHRE.
Business leaders used to negotiating deals now grovel for food in the dirt.

BIERFIRZZH B FEMRERBERER T PSR EY.

Young moms who celebrated the birth of their children now eat them just to survive.
Bz FHAERFRISISIRG &y 7 ez,

Just look at the Book of Lamentations. 38 (ERFIKZ=RIR) HELIE T

Do you get how serious this is? {RENEIE B Z R =E015?

Jeremiah and Baruch are living in a war zone. BRFIKFIE &% IF R 1EEE.

And then Jeremiah’s cousin arrives. AEEBFKINAIR F2R T .
He asks Jeremiah to buy his family’s field in Anathoth, barely a couple of kilometres outside the city.

hZEKEBR R E MRS RAIAN, FHRREENE,

Can you imagine? {/REEAERIE?

Buying property in a country destined for ruin, at a time when the enemy is destroying everything.

M EE R — TR - (A e BRI R BB E.

In fact, scholars agree that at that moment, the Babylonian army would be encamped on the field in Anathoth.
FE L, BEMEEER, 26, ERERSELERNA FRE,



Buying land occupied by the enemy in the middle of a war has got to be the craziest thing to do.
EEFEERHAGEN It —ERRREIINES.

God told Jeremiah to buy it. #IHIERFIKE T E.

And Jeremiah told Baruch to preserve the sale receipt.Z37% EBFIKI B EF L{REBE 2L,

Why would Jeremiah and Baruch do this? BRFIKFIEER A EEISERMN?
Because they trusted God. E B {tH{fH ST,

They knew God’s promise. f{FIXIEFRAYFEST.

Look at the end of Jeremiah 32 ;5B HIFIKE 32 ERVEEE,

The Lord says there will be a day when houses, fields, and vineyards will again be bought — when life will return
to this forsaken land.

i, WAE—X, BE. AFNEEESEXHER — IBREmFERENE R #iER T E.

War, judgement, destruction do not have the last word.
B, FH. IRRARRINRERE.
God’s grace has the last word fRYE L HREBEHNRERE,

In his book about Jeremiah, Eugene Peterson, the well-known professor of theology at Regent College,
Vancouver, who died a few years ago,

EMEEEREFIKNES, RFAZHNETEEERSREBNHBEHR LS KEFK (Eugene
Peterson) 7:
says that during turbulent, tough times, women and men of faith may weep and wonder “why?”,

TES. EREERVREHR, BEIMRSLrIsEEsIL g ME [RHE? |
but they also do something — they do something that speaks of God’s hope.

Bt e ME — M EILER I ERNES.
That’s what Jeremiah and Baruch do by buying this field. IERLEERFIKFIEEFE TSEHATHAY,

And it’s very wise. 5 2IFFEBE.
When tough times come, don’t focus on the tough times, do something that points to the hope we have in God.

BEREIF RIS, AEE IRV %], EAM LSRR ERINERES.
Think of Peter and Silas in prison in Philippi in Acts 16.

AEAB R T1E 16 P RS FIFRIERESZ LRV BSIRER,

They’ve been stripped and beaten. {PIERITEARIR, HEFT,

They are literally in chains. ftB{PIrEREE & 4 EEEEAN4ES T .

What do they do? ftB{F9f 1 (/EE0E ?

They praise God. fth{P9:&E T 18,

They sing songs of worship. {t{f9 = &4 FE,

Suddenly an earthquake shakes the prison.5858, —iBthE=ES) 7 B%R.

Peter and Silas don’t flee. f/SFIFGRLZ AL,



They tell the jailer about Jesus P9I ¥AZR (#3% T BRERAVEE

—a jailer who that morning probably had little to hope for, but by the end of the day, with his family, has received
Jesus as Lord and has eternal hope.

- —EfER LB A Ty EHVREE - TEER AR A—EZZ THRAE, I8 7KIENS

8
o

When faced with tough times, the wisest thing to do might be saying to a friend how much Jesus loves them,
B R, RIPENMIAR R ARRERERS B th(,

or give a donation to help victims of the fires in BC, BB E R & NN EE,

or spend time with someone in need, B {EISEEEEEEIIATE—IE,

or get on our knees to intercede for someone, BkE e FEAEAES,

or take a friend or colleague out for dinner, BZEAR AR ESE HEIZER,

or buy flowers for a loved one B, AR AETL

— anything that invests in showing God’s grace and promise. — {HA#Z &L EE A0 E ELFIERFRYUBRPY.
It’s incredibly practical. E2IFFEEFR.

You and I will face tough times this week {RF1EEZFEH5 B bR i

— maybe we already know what they are, maybe they will surprise us

- B HAMIEEMERME, BarE PR Mpmk

— let us respond by doing something that points to God’s hope and promise.
- B FEE M — L AR B RIS B2REIE,

That’s living in the light of what God has done. JEfiEEEMH EEAISEH.

Baruch reminds us that God’s word is permanent truth. EBEREEEFA, HAVEEERKIENEIE,
No fire or knife will destroy it. {28 XaJ] 7] LIHEER T,
Scripture is the best lifeline in tough times. BEB4& 2 EREF RS HAGIF AV A 4R,

Baruch shows practical faith. B$RZRIEH T EERANSL,
With Jeremiah, a field is bought — a field that points to the hope they have in God.

ERHRFR—RE T —ERAth — — iR ERIR AT,

Finally, trusting God in tough times, allows Baruch to receive a personal word from God.

&R, ERHSHIEREM, RESREHIMEEREMEARIGEE.

Turn to Jeremiah 45. [ HRFIKE 45 F,

We go back 20 years, back to 605 BC. E{fI[EIZ! 20 &gy, [EZIFGTEY 605 4,
Remember, that’s the year Babylon crushes Egypt in a major battle.

0S8, BBRBtURE—IEEREE PR RA—F.
Everyone is on edge. BHE A BBTEELR,
Amid such fear, we have a very tender scene. TEEIEAIZES, KFIE—EIEEBEZNIES.



Baruch has finished writing the words Jeremiah has dictated. EBERE &5 55 7 BRFK[1IARYEE.
Baruch is exhausted, filled with sorrow, worn out by all that’s happening.

BEXHENE, FTom S S5, FHIEEEEN—REREARE,
The tough times seem too tough. ZRERAIAFHAIAT REREE T,
But God sees Baruch’s pain. {BEZ] T BixiES.

Suddenly, Jeremiah has a word from God just for Baruch.

598, HBRLRIEMBRESEEI—EE, REBERRINT— 68,

The Lord says, “The judgement I’ve said I’ll do, I’ll do. Don’t think it won’t happen. Don’t look for the good
times. Judgment will come.” (I’'m paraphrasing here!).

Fir: [HRAIEH, HEH. FEUREAERE, FTESHETFRDE, SAIGERIR, | (FE
EEFE CHREERE! )
Then God says to Baruch, “But wherever you go I will let you escape with your life.”

RS EERER: [(BRERENEX, RERSFIMLES. |

When tough times come, God says to us, & 1 Zi R EGF, ¥R
“I’ve got your life in my hands — and that’s the safest place you’ll ever know.”

[MRREEREERFE BRRAENRET RIS, |

The tough times will not conquer you: HEEAREHEIRIR:
don’t let the events of today blur God’s plans for you tomorrow.

FEZES RIS HHER T HE RAYBA R AR ERIE TS,

When tough times come, how can we live in the light of what God has done?
EEHEREE, RAESRAEEERERAEH?
How can we trust God? ¥ EEERE(SEEtE?
We turn to the Scriptures — the permanent truth of God. F{f5EE[mERR — K IEHIIETE,
We bring hope to others — we offer practical response. E{PI4& th ABS KA E — ?kﬂaﬂ?mf,\ = BRAYEIFE,

And in those darkest moments, let’s hear God’s personal word: he says, “I’ve got you.”

EARL ISR, SRR IEARNGRE: ik [FERFEOL. |

Telling someone in pain to “Just trust God” or “God’s got a plan” can feel dismissive, even offensive.
SIREETRIA [MBEME] & [HE—EE] JREEAREIFAE—RE, EESARE.
Baruch shows us a different way to live in tough times.

EBExAI IR 7 eSS EHARRIEEL .

Yet there’s one more detail that Baruch could only write about, but we know.

M, EE (AW EIRAERER, (BRFHEA.

In Jeremiah 33:15-16, Jeremiah dictated these words to Baruch:

TEERFKE 33: 15-16 F1, BRFLKEEBEROA 7 IELEE:

the Lord says, “In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do
what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the
name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.”
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[FEAFLEEF. BBiFR, FMERFLARNEERENR, it EiTATAE, FREEF, I8
KSR, BRIV RARE, 2V iEs [ERFZE—FRMNE] . |
These words have been fulfilled in ways far more glorious than the prophecy could ever tell.
BRI RS FieeRRcny. BB TR T .
They have been fulfilled in the lives of all who have called upon the righteous Branch from David’s line, who
have received the Lord our righteous Saviour.

EMERBREAEARNEEROERNANEGRFERER T, ST ERMALENRE.
For these words are about Jesus Christ.

ERIELE R R EREAE &R,

Jesus said we shall not live by bread alone but by the Word of God — God’s permanent word.
Hpghal, HPIAEERRYE, MEEEMHREE — HKIERYEEE.

Jesus would die a hideous death for you and me on the cross,

SRR TFRE,

but he knew death would not have the last word

(EEANET A B EREATRERE

— God did something practical: Jesus was raised from the dead.

— M T — BRSNS ERERMETEEETE T,

And Jesus speaks a personal word to you and me:

HREREH RIS 7 B ARYEE:

my grace is sufficient for you (2 Corinthians 12);

HHIRESRA (BMSES 12)

nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8).

VAT R A R B AR B B AR R LA SR P (REIRE 8)

When the going gets tough, Jesus is your hope.

ERFEEREN, EMEIRIInE,



