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1 Samuel fiEEHEC E 14:1, 4-14
Nothing can hinder the Lord ;&5 {18 1] DAHEE(H
How many times have you been told, “It’s impossible”?
REZ/DRER - TiEEA RN, ?
Late in the 19%" century, there were 11 Baptist churches in British Columbia.
19 R - BHrE A 11 BIREgHE -
For most of the 19" century, these churches had been financially supported by churches in
Washington and Oregon.
£ 19 tHECHYREN IR - B s — S P B A A g ) )N A B 8% -
But the Americans had struggles of their own and decided to stop support for the churches in
BC. (HERANAHCHFL - N ER IEH B S Bg i -
Most of the BC Baptist churches were small. j(%%{%ﬁé{ e Hrar EIR N o
There was no guarantee they would survive. ‘=159 G st M EEE EFE TR -
But God had called them to share Christ. {E IS A8 A 47 Z L -
And they trusted God. i Y=5E T/ o
So, in 1897, they joined together to form the BC Convention of Baptist Churches.
RIEL - 7F 1897 4 » thMif SHEEK O T R &= EGhie -
Over the next few years, the membership of Baptist churches in BC tripled.
TERE P ARHVZ T4 - BEr R R (E SR am B & TG -
| love stories like that. ?‘zﬁé%}\_&ﬂ’ﬁig
Something looks impossible, but “impossible” isn’t a word in God’s vocabulary
HUEEFEEREN TR » HEHRGEREP AN FE T A EEE ) SRS -
In Jeremiah 32:17, the 7t" century BC Judean prophet says, “Ah Sovereign Lord, you have made
the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for
you.”
PEICH] 7 HECAVRERSCRIEFPRAEARFPDRES 32 ¢ 17 Frgfg © T 0s | EHBFIEE » B - IR
FHRREAIeR AR A& RllAG KA > TEROS A HERHYEE -
In Mark 10, when a rich young man walked away from Jesus, Jesus' disciples ask him,
EEAEE 105 - E—#E ﬁéﬁfﬁiﬁé)&%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂj HRfRAYFIrE R -
“Who then can be saved?” "84 » HEFESRE 2
And what did Jesus say? HfRsR T {(EE ?
“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
TTEAREE - AEMEIARZR - R TE NS EB AR
God’s power to do the impossible lies at the heart of our faith, doesn’t it?
T EHERAVRE JT R HEAVRZ.L - AZNE 7
An angel appears to a young girl in Nazareth. JK:{8 [a] R Y — (@ -8 2 4 HER -



The angel tells her she will conceive. K &SRt e 3E 4z -

“How?” she asks, since she is a virgin. #iz5 © T IGH L > [ENF ”7%?4_%3“)[3: ? ]

“By the Holy Spirit,” the angel says. K{fzsR : " BEEZEEEFIRE F -

And then he says in Luke 1.37,?&{2:{&?&%7][[{4 1:37:7 >

“For no word from God will ever fail.” " fHEVEE » /9 HF —a REFRETIHY -

What looks impossible to us, what seems insurmountable to us, what appears overwhelming to
us, is nothing to God.

F I AR B R AA AT RERY » B ERAIRER DL P A Se AR Y > BRI (L 2 BRI
Y EFHARERER A T (7EE

“The Lord is my light and my salvation —whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life
—of whom shall | be afraid?” So says David in Psalm 27:1.
REAERTR 27:1 2A0EER © T HCAIEER IRVt - BEAVERRL » B IHEE © BRFIEE 2
P amayirlE - POEREREIE 7
And it’s the isn’t this the declaration of our lives? 1S ¥ E N EFR(IE N E SE ?

Nothing is impossible for God — or, as our passage today says,
HRER A TE A I RERY — B Eﬁﬂ?‘zﬁ/\ﬂ%éﬁﬁ“ﬁzﬁ 0

“Nothing can hinder the Lord.” " &5 {1 a] DI HBEEH -

We've just begun a series called “Living in the light of what God has done”
BRI 7 —EZ51 - g "EEME EaET

—how to live lives of faith and trust under the sovereign power and grace of God.

— WMEIAEAHEY EREME B N EAE A E SRRV AT -

We’re looking at Bible characters who are not that well known, who might even be easily
forgotten.

HFTEHN AT R HVEELAY) » MfTE R AR RESHES

We looked at Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute who protected Joshua’s spies at Jericho,

BB TWE - AMECRELTE s AE A EHHPR A R 45 2

who knew that God had given the land of Canaan to the Israelites and accepted the truth of who
God is:

SR R A E GG DL ESIA > W7 T EsEHy B3

“for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below,” she declared.
MERE - " HRAIEE—RIRY R R B A o

And she is saved.i{5R T o

Today, we look at the faithfulness and courage of a young man in 1 Samuel 16.

SR BMREBEE L 16 Zoh—(EFE RSB -

He’s nameless, we know nothing about him — except that he is the armour-bearer of the King’s
son.

fi A > FMIR— AT A — R R L B B 1 5 T = S EsHY
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And with the King’s son — Jonathan — this young man believes nothing is impossible for God,
nothing can hinder the Lord.

BRI - EEFEE AR E SR LA TR A RERY - S A (TR LA
BELBSE (H -

His faith is God’s word to us today — living in the light of what God has done.

it HI(S Lo A5 RETEAPIRR Y — A F B -

Let’s start by asking what kind of people armour-bearers were.

M — N2 asHY AR TR A -

They are only mentioned a few times in the Bible, but they are young men of outstanding
devotion.

P EE AL LR FE 22 B2 LAY A -

An armour-bearer had to be utterly trustworthy.

—(EH = eas iy NVHE S B {EFERERY -

In the air force, we hear about the “wingman.”

fEzzEE > PP i, -

The term was popularized in the 1986 action movie, “Top Gun”.

EfEEEA T 1986 FVENER (HEEE) $EEITE K -

The wingman is the pilot who flies his fighter jet next to the main pilot’s jet — they fly in pairs to
watch out for each other.

(PR R BER AT EIRAT B HVIESR ORI ST BIRITHYIRIT B — M7 DAH A 42
bl

Another famous example of a kind of “wingman” is Frodo’s loyal friend, Sam, in “The Lord of
The Rings.”

S—EZRE TERE ) Gl (FEERE) RS SE AL -

Sam is utterly trustworthy; so trustworthy that he puts his duty before his safety.

L SE 2 EAREE N ESERE - LERMRE CHVBRENRN Y22 k-

In the Bible, the armour-bearer was a wingman

TEEEAE R » Z LRy B

— he will carry out the commands of his master no matter the consequences, the cost, the
challenge.

MR T I EA RS - fiEEmie s o UE - BREK -

In Judges 9:54, the Israelite leader, Abimelech, is mortally wounded when a woman drops a
large stone on his head.

{ELHIEC 9 ° 54 - DIeSEuaetboRENZ T 8En 5 - IR —{E 2 A —BR R AR
fiirHYEH I -

So that no shame will come on him from dying by a large stone, Abimelech tells his armour-
bearer to kill him instead.

Ry T A BARSER — B AR RE 200 - aetoR e St eas iy DR SEM -



It’s a strange story, but the armour-bearer will do whatever his master orders.

B EE NGNS - HELEEN A FiFE T AarS A -

In 1 Samuel 31:4-6, King Saul’s armour-bearer refused to kill Saul when he was mortally
wounded, but after Saul killed himself, duty meant the armour-bearer killed himself too.

EMEHEEE 31 4-6 1 BEiREL G AERER T 2 BRHEERILM > B2
FEImEEEKE - BEEREELSIATEERK T

Armour-bearers were also renown for their valour.

Z s N AE B RMEH -

David, before he was King, became one of King Saul’s armour-bearer in 1 Samuel 16:21.
KEERBT 2R FMEHEE L 16 1 21 &R MAEEE T —([HERE T Z T30
/\ o

Three verses earlier, David is recommended to Saul because he is “a brave man and a warrior.”
T = 88850 » REHHEESTREE - R RE " REEE L, -

And in 2 Samuel 23:37, where David’s special forces — called “The Thirty” — are listed, one of
them was an armour-bearer.

TEMIRFEEC S 23 1 37 1 REAVFFEER— 8 5 " =84 — 3R » Hp—{E
EEILEHIA -

Armour-bearers were courageous, devoted, honourable, and selfless.

Z et NFMRBRER ~ B8 ~ LSRR, -

Now we’re ready to meet Jonathan’s armour-bearer in 1 Samuel 14 and follow his example.

AR e R A b 14 ERFEZEZ LGN/ VE - WRUAMAYEE -

Here’s the story.

WY -

The Israelites are at war with the Philistines.

DA NEAFER A ASCH, -

The problem is the Philistines are winning.

MR I EA L AC& IR -

Saul, the Israelite King, is encamped with his army

IDNEVIIRR iy I NN El P g ity

—an army we’re told in 1 Samuel 13 is without weapons and quaking with fear, many had even
run away or gone into hiding.

- T EEC | 13 B ETR M eI EROI A e - REEMEE - 32 AE 2k
PR SR -

Even Saul is hiding.

& R Sre -

1 Samuel 14:2 says he is under a pomegranate tree.

PEHELSE F 14 2 SRIOHME BEGHER T -



He’s only got 600 soldiers against a much larger and better equipped enemy.

it 1A 600 - LA G — (A B ZHHY - T ADEE (A RV -
On the other side of a steep ravine the Philistines are encamped.
TEREIMAERN 55— » R ATERE T -

It’s a dire situation for the Israelites.

5 ¥ DLES A SRS —(E = A E b -

And their king is doing nothing!

At Iy EATZ il E R |

But not everyone is afraid.

BN EEE ATEEF -

Saul’s son, Jonathan, and his armour-bearer are about to change everything.
Ry R BN sy VERIR S E Y] -

In fact, it’s staggering to think that Saul and Jonathan are father and son
FE L WENNEEZELTECAEEN

— Saul has lost faith in God, but Jonathan is full of faith in God.

- TR ER A TEL - B EEHEmWE L -

While Saul is quivering in fear under a pomegranate tree, Jonathan says to his armour-bearer:
EfmiE o MRV E BRI - QU B EEE foasHy/ DA

“Come, let’s go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side.”

A TR REHEE AR ZENG 2 AHIEEEALE -

Jonathan is so sure of God’s power he asks for no heIp he doesn’t even tell his father.
KZHEIFFEMEEMWNNE - A= KE B —M& 295 E5FHISCH -

And so, Jonathan and his armour-bearer set off.

s IEENEMELISN/ DELEET -

Now, we need to understand the geography of the area.

Bt Pl AR R ezt Ay -

There’s a ravine that separates the two armies.

A — RS R EH BB -

There’s something about this ravine that’s important to know.

R E(ERE - A — LR RER -

This ravine is impassable —it’s very difficult to cross.

BRI A THY — R R -

There’s a cliff on each side — in fact, these cliffs are so well-known, they have names.
WESH - REE—BE L BREEIFFE AR » fEcsE TR -
And their names describe the kind of cliffs they are.
AL T e T TERR ARG EE -

One is called Bozez, the other Seneh.



—{E AR =L > S5—(ENUZEA -

Bozez means slippery.

R R LN R R R -

There’s no natural grip.

YH B ARSI -

Seneh means rocky.

ENNEREEG -

Rocks are sharp, jut out, and are unforgiving.

O REER] > ZEH - 1 B gy -

Have any of you seen the documentary “Solo”?

A NERBLsR (F=) 157

It’s about Alex Honnold, an American rock climber who, in June 2017, became the first person
to climb El Capitan,

EERANEEEE A T EETE (Alex Honnold ) HYETEE - it 2017 2 6 HELSYES
—([EZ&% El Capitan Y A >

the iconic 900-meter vertical cliff in Yosemite National Park, without any rope or ties — it was
just him and the rock face.

(BFF B R A RS IER 900 K EMAAE » AR ART - HAMMAISEEE -
Before he made his famous ascent, Alex Honnold, had to visualize and practice each stage of the
climb.

TEM A T2 AVERE 2R wi R T EERETE (Alex Honnold ) WMEABGAISRE S0V
{[EPE Ez -

He spent months climbing it with a rope before he made his famous and astonishing ascent.
A 75 H VR HAE 28 » A SeRl T E A RS -

Watching that documentary reminds me of this story.

BV ERAC R s AERE TS A S -

The first-century AD Jewish historian, Josephus, says it is very difficult, but possible to climb
down Seneh, but almost impossible to climb up the slippery face of Bozez.

PETC— T AC AR KR SEER SR QTR R el » TEZRAIE T AR e AR IR SRS BT Ty - (e
ORREHTHYE T AN AT REHY -

Yet, this is exactly what Jonathan and his armour-bearer must do, and do while carrying

weapons
A B IR RN E BN E 30/ D ENAMAER - W BT RS2 E
;% °

Jonathan’s faith is certain; his armour-bearer’s commitment is absolute.
KZEBENE DR EN,E LB/ VFENE S BEH -

And as they set out, they put it all into God’s hands:

BT o P — DA A Y T

if the Philistines attempt to come down to them, they won’t attack;



WAL NGB It PRS- I g,

but if the Philistines say to them, “Come up to us”, as is most likely because who would climb
down a slippery cliff, then Jonathan and the armour-bearer know God will give them victory.
B2 » WERIEFIL AEMFTER - T ERFEMEE - RN R R A
EE RN » FREEL 2 A = Lo gty AR (e 4G Al -

And this is exactly what happens.

MEEE IEEE Y -

Jonathan and his armour-bearer defeat about 20 Philistines, panic strikes the Philistine army
L) BEME I gsy/ DAL T REY 20 IRFIE- A - RYREeEE T IRHI+ NAYEER

— a panic sent by God — and the Philistines start to attack each other.

— IE e AP ARV 2L — JER - AP A AH EE -

Saul and his army and all the Israelites who had hidden out of fear arrive and pursue the
Philistines.

T SRRt A B R DL P RIS T St SR Y LA e S AT ARGERE T BRI 1A -
So, 1 Samuel 14:23 says, “on that day the Lord saved Israel...”

FTRA > S EECL 14 0 2350 0 THRH > ERFOEERE LS A G-

And all because two men believe in the God of the impossible.

12 —VIF &R R I (E AR E 2 A A nl ey =R

“Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving...” says 1 Samuel 14:6.

BRrHEC b 14 2 6 57 T (T A] DARHBEHYIRRL... |

What a story! And what do we learn from the armour-bearer?

BT WPHVECE | IS iy DA S BRI T 2

First, his unquestioning faith.
B i EREHIE L -
Did you notice what he says to Jonathan at the beginning of verse 77?
RERAEEEMAES 7 EiFHvEE S HEERAYES ?
“Do all that you have in mind.”
" BEREY R -
Can you imagine making that our daily prayer?
TREE BB EAE BT RAVE SIS 7
“Lord, do all that you have in mind.”
"M FEOREY R o
Isn’t this the heartbeat of a disciple?
EA P IERY RS 2
On December 7, 1941, Japanese aircraft attacked the US fleet at Pearl Harbour.
1941 12 H 7 H - HARHVEISECEE | 5= BB AT 2 BRARRIMERL -
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Because the US was its ally, the Canadian government forced about 20,000 Japanese Canadians
to leave their homes on the west coast to live in abandoned ghost towns in the interior of British
Columbia.
HR SRS H IR - IIZERBUM&RALT 2 B4 HEnER SRt IS s RN E
(FAE B N RS2 AN I -
But a Christian woman in Vancouver began to pray to the God of the impossible.
(B EFEE Y — M A E et R A = fE TN REA s &
The Lord spoke to her through the prophet Haggai.
F iR o i s
He called Margaret to leave her large Vancouver home and move to Kaslo, BC, to minister to
Japanese Canadians.
A IS RERT - FEMEE B MR B EERY R 1 IREE AT YRS - IRFFH &I
RA e
She was the only person who did this.
MG THIA -
She lived in a tiny, abandoned summer cottage.
UK E o & || e TN AN 2= S I TN
Margaret started a Japanese women’s fellowship and a Bible club for Japanese boys and girls.
HERSRERTRIMY T H A B H AR B N £ B4t -
(All the Japanese Canadian men were taken by the Canadian government from their families to
remote labour camps to work on roads.)

(AT A H&EMERB FE I EREUF RS EREN TS - BERAR)
Between 1943 and 1946, Margaret led many Japanese youth to Jesus.
1943 £ 1946 F[H] - BSRERITH 512 H AT FiF AL -
Over time, many of these youth became church leaders and pastors across Canada.
VEE I EVHERS - 1B R N FRAVET 20 ARy T IR i By e A il
Margaret retired from her mission work in 1980.
HERRRERFY 1980 FAEE Z TAF R -
She died in 2004.
4y 2004 FELAH -
In 1978, she wrote: “Again and again we have been made aware that we are nothing but earthen
vessels and that what has proved of lasting value has been of God and not of us.”
1978 4 - #iFE ¢ T MR —TOEREE] - PR BER R > e AR A E
{ERYZ A ZRA - |
Margaret had unquestioning faith: “Do all that you have in mind” was her prayer to God.
ISR A A B ESENE L - T BRI LEME  EHEEES -
Today, as our sermon series is entitled, is an adventure of living in the light of what God has
done.

SR IEARMIHEEE RS IFTERERH - B — IS EM 5 BHDE Y E R -



So is tomorrow.

HHR A L -
And the day after that!

B RAZE
The adventure begins each day with our unquestioning faith and prayer to God:
TR E b2 e My E LA HR T 540 -
“Do all that you have in mind.”
" BEIRAY LRI -
Remember, nothing can hinder the Lord — so how freeing it is to pray this prayer.
sCf¥ - VA TIERERERE = — P LIS 2 2/ B F — (=50 -
Jesus is waiting for us to pray this prayer.
HRER IEAE SRRt As s -
And then, like Margaret Ridgway, who knows what he will do through us?
% GISISRERT ik o SERIE M S P 2
The armour-bearer had unquestioning faith.
2 g D N IR EREE L -
Are we the same?
HefM e —HrAyIE ?
What situation this week is God calling you to call out to him about and say,
2K FE AT £ R AR AT B R P T 56
“Do all that you have in mind”?
" BEREY R 2
And then step forward in obedience and be prepared to be amazed.

PNRNERR A I RITAE > S R A B -

The armour-bearer had unquestioning faith.
2R/ DA NEZ R BRI E () -

He also showed willing discipleship.

it S T H L EER AP -

Look what he says next in verse 7: “Go ahead.”

EEMAE 7 618 PARERAEE - TR BRI .

The armour-bearer will follow Jonathan.
2R/ DA NG IRFEL 25 -

He’ll follow no matter the terrain or the danger.

famit P el - fthER e R -

Remember, he’ll have to climb down a jagged cliff and scale a slippery rock face.
Fiaits o MAE N REIRAVERE - BHIC E—{ER ISy aEE -
Remember, he’ll have to fight an enemy with superior numbers.

TECR o M EEL N BB SRR -



| am sure most of us face situations and circumstances which seem impossible.

BB EFAIR L BN HEEE A T RE AR B A ©
What’s the jagged cliff in your life?

IRAE e R HY IR SN R 2

What’s your slippery rock face this week?
ARV B S B 1 TEE 2

What are the “superior enemies” that confront you?

T RAY TGSV | TR ?

Don’t be like Saul.

NE G AT -

Saul is afraid, sitting under a pomegranate tree.

mEEENE  RIEAEBT -

To Saul, the only word that matters is “stop”.

HimaEken - —EEAVEERE 2k, -

All that Saul does is watch things happen.

TmEEAT N LS EEEIEEAE -

Let’s be like Jonathan and the armour-bearer.

R MBI ZEENE g DA —Fk -

They’re not under a tree, they’re under God’s authority, on a mission.
IR BA R N - 2RIV T » TR

To them, the only word that matters is “go”.

M sER - ME—EEAVERE T

They don’t watch things happen; by God’s grace they make things happen.
A e E T8, SEE VR - e A1 TiEE -

The jagged cliff, the slippery rock, the superior enemies will be conquered.
PEEINAV R E - BRI E A o BRI R AERR -
It may be God gives greater courage to persevere.
WS T HERIBRERR T E -

It may be God makes his strength known in our weakness.
L E M AYER Sy F Bt & -

It may be God equips us in ways we hadn’t imagined.
PR HLART LA Gy 7 EEFIRA -

It may be God shows us a new purpose we never saw.
PR mE AR T — R FER R 5.
That'’s willing discipleship.

A L HEENFIEERTS -

And we can be sure that Jesus goes ahead.

At T UE e HI ok e 44 (e i A -
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Finally, the armour-bearer shows devoted commitment.

Bif% » SLdiy/ DR ARIEN TN ES -

“I am with you heart and soul,” he says in verse 7.

B CEfER - " IR—EREEIR - BRELL ©

Have you heard of a small animal that lives in the forests of northern Europe and Asia?
TREER 2 A S A LB S AR R Y — &/ NE L 2

It’s called the ermine.

A4 5E -

It’s known for its snow-white fur in winter.

ELLE A EZRIMES -

The ermine instinctively protects its white coat against anything that would soil or mark it.
5B A BB PR A 5 R 00 <2 (el & TRl R R SO R AT AP -

Fur hunters take advantage of this unusual habit.
TRIBRAFH Tiaf A FENEE -

They do not set a snare to catch the ermine;

A Eax E R EAG T 05,

instead they find its home, unusually a small gap in a rock or the hollow of a tree.
MHE - FHRE THIAY 2R - — e b EAY—(E NP B Y 22T o

Then they smear the entrance and interior with dirt.

PR MR SYaE R A LRI ED -

When the animal flees home it will not enter because of the filth.
EEPREIZET - IR MR EEA -

Rather than damage or soil its white coat, the animal is trapped.

BB BT B85 E - EEINKIME AT T -

For the ermine, its purity is more precious than life.

HN AR MRV RIL A dap E2E -

The armour-bearer is utterly devoted to his master.

Z st DENGEREER MY EAN -

The purity of his devotion is more precious than his life.

= SRR A B S

2 Chronicles 16:9 says: “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen
those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”

FERET 16 1 987 ¢ T RBHIAIZEAIR HEES 2t » SEELSE A& E 2 O N ©
Jesus loves such purity of commitment.

ik S EEmENZ S -

As followers of Jesus, we look to the cross.

TE R HERAVERBE 2 - TR A5 -
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There we see the one who was utterly pure, but who took the dirt of our sin and died for us
because we are more precious than his life.
TEARAR » BeMBE RN 58 4R - EfEE T RMFENFIE - REAMIE - KA
EefttAy A dan EE & -
And our response to such amazing love:
I EEET LRI O EEEZ
to live in the light of what he has done, to know that nothing can hinder the Lord, nothing is
impossible for God.
JEAEM 5 B - HUE B TEREIEEE T - (A (TR N T RERY -

“Lord, do all you have in mind.”

CEW] o EEREY ORI -
“Go ahead, Lord, the cliffs, the rocks, the enemies will not triumph.”

" EERME s EW o BE o SA 0 AN EEER -
And “l am with you Jesus heart and soul — following you Jesus is more precious than life
because you gave your life for me.”

CHRER o Feg OB R— R —IREE RN AREE B B & - R IR Rdady -

In 1897, 11 Baptist churches formed the BC Convention of Baptist Churches.
1897 4 » 11 ZUR(EGAEMN T RifE =2 E ghiE -

Over the next few years, the membership in these churches tripled.

TERE PRV - B BOHIRE SN0 T WifE -

God was at work.

HLELFEL -

And Trinity was part of this growth.

=Y ELREN R -

Trinity joined the BC Convention in 1914.

= HET 1914 AT BT TS -

What seemed impossible in 1897 was not impossible for God.

£ 1897 FALFA Al ge VG - BHHERER I IRA AT EE

We ourselves are witness to this.

BB s Ry RS -

We are proof that nothing will hinder God.

BeAMEE B 25 T TEFRe PR B -

Live in the light of what he has done.

AR CH=PEN Opranit

“For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to him.”

" N R HRHIZERVIR H B 22 4ot - SR [m M4 E 2 DA -



