Sermon FEIEAE & August /\ H 20, 2023
John &YFFHE & 14:1-3
Congquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power
DLA ) K BEAIE AR PR K

Have you ever climbed a mountain?
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Many years ago, after Christmas but before New Year, four or five of us would get in a car and
drive to a range of mountains about 6 hours from where we lived in England.
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We set up our tents and went for a dinner.
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The next morning, we packed our backpacks with lunch, snacks, and water, put on our hiking
boots, put on our warm, waterproof clothing and toques.
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And then we began to hike up the highest mountain.
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It was the middle of winter of course so usually it was wet, cold, and, near the top of the
mountain, snowing.
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But sometimes, when we reached the top, it was clear —and we could see so far.
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This week at our Kids Bible Adventure Week, the theme has been “Everest: Conquering
Challenges with God’s Mighty Power.”
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How many of you know that Everest is the highest point on the Earth?
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The mountain is 8,848 metres high.
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That’s like walking from here to Canada Place — except you are walking “up”.
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Maybe some people this morning have seen Everest.
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Has anyone been to the Himalayas and seen Mount Everest?
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So, we have to imagine what it is like to stand on the top of Mount Everest.
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But | have a photo.
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Here it is.
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You will notice that the top of Mount Everest is so high up that you can see the curve on the
Earth’s surface.
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That’s amazing, isn’t it?
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But the point of our Kids Bible Adventure Week was not Mount Everest but remembering that
just as Everest was a challenge that needed to be conquered
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— when two people, Edmund and Tenzing — reached the top for the first time in 1953, just over
70 years ago

— BREZRPHEHE N — 7E 70 ZHH1/) 1953 IR TTH

—so0, we have challenges in our lives that can be conquered.
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But they are conquered with God’s Mighty Power.
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Each day, last week, we learned how God’s mighty power helps us.
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We learned that God has the power to provide,
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that God has the power to comfort,
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that God has the power to heal,
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that God has the power to forgive,

A RE ST,

and that God has the power to love us forever.
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This morning, let’s hear these promises again — | am sure each of us will be encouraged.
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When | was almost 22, | went to Bible school to learn more about the Bible.
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That was over 35 years ago.
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The church | was part of helped pay some of the cost.
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But I still needed about $1,000 each year.
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| didn’t have $1,000.
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Jesus knew | didn’t have the money.
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One day, someone secretly gave my wife, Catherine, an envelope.
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This person didn’t know how much | needed.
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And in the envelope was $1,000.
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The following year, this person gave Catherine another envelope with $1,000 in it.
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And also the year after that!
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Years later, | discovered who the person was.
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She was a blind Christian musician.
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When she was praying, Jesus told her to give $1,000 so | could study the Bible at Bible school.
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God used his lovely Christian woman to help me learn more about the Bible and eventually
become a pastor.

P FH A P 5% ) BB A b N B BOARE 2 b [ R BEAE, WD A% A — 24 AT
God has the power to provide.
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| am sure that if you ask any person who follows Jesus they can tell you of miraculous ways that
God provided for them.
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Maybe it’s providing a friend in times of difficulty.
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Maybe it’s providing a place to live.
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Maybe it’s providing wisdom to know how to follow Jesus well.
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Maybe it’s providing a church where they can worship, grow, and learn more about Jesus.
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Maybe it’s giving a special talent, like playing a musical instrument, learning new things at
school, being good at sports, drawing, building, understanding computers.
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Maybe it's God providing love when we need it.
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That’s the story of my two children.
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They needed two people to love them and give them family.
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My son had prayed and asked to be in a Christian family.
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God provided my two children with me and my wife as parents.
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Or maybe God’s mighty power is to provide food when people were hungry.
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That’s the story of Elijah in 1 Kings 17.
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Elijah was someone God cared for.
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During a time when there was no rain, God told Elijah to go to a small stream of water.
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There, God made ravens bring Elijah food.
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After that, Elijah went to the home of a woman and her son.
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The woman had almost nothing in her pantry.
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She kindly made a small loaf of bread for Elijah.
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But she discovered something amazing.
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God made sure that the ingredients for bread never stopped.
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Whenever she checked the jar of ingredients, there was always enough.
B s A RERL ) B ARy, SRR RS T,

It was a miracle.
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When we need help from God, he will provide it.
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It may not be food or money.
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Usually, God gives us wisdom to know how to follow him better.
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But the promise is there: as we learned in our key verse on Monday:
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“And God will generously provide all you need” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
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On Tuesday we learned that God has the power to comfort.
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In 1 Kings 19, Elijah is afraid.
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A wicked queen named Jezebel wants to kill him because Elijah had shown how powerful God
is
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Elijah runs away.
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He goes into the desert where no one can find him.
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And he’s really upset and anxious.
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When | visited Canada in 1999, | was invited to speak at a youth camp.
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One day, one of the youth twisted his ankle.
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He was in pain and his ankle started to swell.
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We did not have any ice to put on his ankle to help the swelling go down.
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But we did have a stream running through the camp.
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The stream was fed by ice-cold water from a glacier.
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The young boy hopped to the stream and was told to take his shoe and sock off and put his
swelling foot in the freezing water.
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Everyone encouraged him but the water was very cold.
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So, | took off my shoe and sock and plunged my foot into the freezing water and sat beside him.
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And the water was cold.
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Did I tell you that the water was cold?
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It wasn’t long before we couldn’t feel our feet.
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For the next hour we put our feet in and out of the water.
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And he and | had a great conversation about Jesus.
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Thankfully, the swelling on the young boy’s ankle started to go down.
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Elijah needed someone to comfort him too.
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In 1 Kings 19, God meets him.
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God tells him that Elijah is not alone — there are 7,000 other people who follow God faithfully.
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Our key verse on Tuesday said, “He [God] comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort
others” (2 Corinthians 1:4).

WA E M RSSO, [T GO A — DN rp 22 BIRAM, o e =2 B
(FIHRZEE L 4 .

Are you sometimes anxious or afraid?

PR TR £ R B G ?

Maybe it’s a health issue?
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Maybe it’s work?
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Maybe it’s with family?

WEFERN?

Maybe it’s loneliness?
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Maybe it’s uncertainty about the future?
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Maybe it’s going back to school?
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God has the power to comfort us.
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He promises to be with us, and we can call out to him, just like Elijah.
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On day 3 we heard the story of Naaman in 2 Kings 5.
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Naaman was a commander in the army.
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He was very brave.

ft 5 5 H.

He had a very bad disease called leprosy.
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In those days, people with leprosy had to keep social distance from everyone and they had to
cover all their body because the disease meant they didn’t look nice.

FEREe 7B, R R B D R T N ORFF AL ACER B, M AE R e s, K AERE
PRI R A R AR AN T

Naaman heard that God heals people.
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He travelled to see one of God’s servants, a man called Elisha.
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God told Elisha that if Naaman bathed seven times in the River Jordan, God would heal Naaman.
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Naaman didn’t like the idea of bathing in the River Jordan.
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He could have saved himself a long journey and bathed in a river near his home.
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But eventually, Naaman did what Elisha told him to do.
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And a miracle happened — Naaman was healed.
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No more leprosy.
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No more covering all his body.
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Now his skin was like new.

TR AEAth 1 B2 8 U508 i —Hk
That is the theme for day 3: God has the power to heal.
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Many years ago, my mom had a serious kidney condition.
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It was not a kidney stone but another disease.
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She was in a lot of pain and spent a few weeks in hospital.
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The pain got worse.
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She prayed.
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The next day the pain was gone, completely.
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| remember another time at a worship service when someone came in a wheelchair.
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They could not walk.
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They were prayed for and the next thing we all knew

A NS, BN ARIAMER FniE

—the person was running around the sanctuary praising God.
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| know that some here have experienced healing too.
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But you know what the greatest healing is?
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It’s not physical healing
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— it’s the healing of our relationship with Jesus so we can follow him forever.
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We'll discover that in a few minutes.
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In the meantime, let’s hear the key verse for day 3.
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This says, “He [God] heals the broken-hearted and bandages their wounds.”
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Usually, it’s the pain in our hearts, our attitudes, our relationships that need God’s healing.
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Do you know what | do when | feel this kind of pain in my life?
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| remember that Jesus promised me that one day there will be no more death, mourning, crying
or pain (Revelation 21:4).
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So, if there is pain in my life today and tomorrow and even for a long time,
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God tells me that one day when | see Jesus in glory, | will no longer suffer any pain.
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And when | remember this, God gives me strength to carry on following him now.
EHRAERE BN, MgigsalE, SEIREE TS IRRE.

Maybe today this is what God wants to say to you:
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it may be difficult now, but put your trust in Jesus
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—one day all pain will be gone and we will live with Jesus forever.
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So far, we learned that God has the power to provide, God has the power to comfort, and God
has the power to heal.
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On day 4 and day 5, we learned about the most important power God has
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—the power that gives us the greatest healing
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—the healing of our relationship with Jesus.
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So, on day 4 we learned first that God has the power to forgive.
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Our key verse was “You are a God of forgiveness” (Nehemiah 9:17).

A B SRAE 2 TR 2B AR ] (JeAiKad 9: 17)
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For this | need a volunteer.

Ayl PR B RS BR
Pastor Silas.
PE BB o
Do you know what sin is?
PRRITE AT R FR N 2
Sin is anything that keeps us from knowing God: our attitude (bad thoughts), our actions (bad
things we say or do).
FERATATPH LE P RE R F R Ph . FRAMAIRE RS (BERYARR) , AMAIAT & CBRAPTRR B
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We all sin.
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Everyone!
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And sin binds us.
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Sin keeps us from following God.
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And we cannot escape.
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But Jesus comes and sets us free How?
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God takes all our sin and puts it on Jesus.
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And Jesus dies for us — on the cross.
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He has our sin; and we are now free to know God.
Al AR HE FRAM A i AP BRAE T DL B H Hu BB 550
This is how God forgives us.
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He doesn’t just say, “I forgive you.”
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He proves he forgives us by dying for us.
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What s more, because God has the power to forgive, Jesus can defeat sin.
EEIENRE, AR SR, BRERAmT LB SERE .
He does not remain dead.

FEC A AIAE S o
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He is resurrected.
g T .
So, we know we can trust God to forgive us.
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Maybe you know you need God’s forgiveness for something.
PR HTE R 75 B ) A

You can tell Jesus you are sorry.
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He will forgive you.
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But there’s one more amazing thing to know about God’s power.
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He has the power to love us forever.
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In our Bible story on day 5, Jesus says in John 14:3, “l go to prepare a place for you” and “I will
come back and take you to be with me...”
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Jesus promises that when we believe that Jesus died for our sins and we are forgiven, he gives
us eternal life.
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Our key verse for day 5 was John 3:15: “Everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.”
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“Eternal life” is the Bible’s way of saying that after death, the best is to come.
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It’s like looking forward to the best thing you can imagine and knowing that it will definitely
happen.
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When we follow Jesus, the best thing we can imagine is knowing God’s love forever.
B TAMER BE AR ARIRE,  FRAM R ARG I foe 7 1 S 17 Al 7K I R A 1) 2

There will never be any more sin.

BEAEHIET .

Never any more pain.

FABR @ R T -

Never any more loneliness.
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BHATHEET .

Never any more hurt.
MG T .

We will see Jesus in person.
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And he will give us the biggest hug, with the brightest smile, with the loudest laugh, with the
best welcome —and we can celebrate forever with Jesus.

fih g Aa A B KRS, BB REE, BB, AT REGE — 34" AT DLk s B
HIS Sk — k2 B AL

“Everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.”

[ —UME MRS K A ]

The top of Mount Everest is the highest point on earth.
ERAZ RIS THER S M IR i fe B

It was a huge challenge for people to climb to the top.
BHA N AR, 285 2 THIGE — 1 BRI HEEL
We all have challenges in our lives.
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But God’s power is stronger than our challenges.

B B e 7 EEFRAM )P B B 58K

He has the power to provide.

finfr Re 1P 5

He has the power to comfort.

fthF Be ) 2 .

He has the power to heal.

fthH Be I ia .

He has the power to forgive.

fth Be I A

He has the power to love us forever.
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All we need to do is say, “Yes, | believe.”
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And we can discover God’s power and love in our lives.
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