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Joshua &yZE0nzt 2:1-13
Living in the Light of what God has done JEE i 5 ZHYEH

Today, we begin a series looking at several characters in the Bible.
SR ABAG—EZF] » KEBEELFHIZE A -
Most of these people are not that well-known or they are easily forgotten
ia e N YRS A FREEH 4 - {IEGER M MR A S #E T -
we read about them but they are not the first people we think of when we think about people in
the Bible.
FefMEsE M MavicEs - BERFTVEFEEE A YR » A FRAERE AR A -
But they are there! {Hth{fIHEE /L EE 4K |
They are part of God’s great story of love for this world.
AP 2 A (T SR AV = S — (R —8 o
So, | invite us to think of this series as a follow-up to our series on Ruth.
Rt - FBEFE R E(E R IETF R Ms T R Y04 -
Ruth showed us God’s Lordship working in and through ordinary people who trusted him to fulfil
his plans in their lives
PEAS R FRAM AR T Y A A — s AT > S (S e SE B AE (i P AR R A ET
SHYEEA -
and how, because of their trust, God’s saving purposes in Jesus are revealed.
AR » AP S » fE R iR B A0 H B9 A A e 2k -
Just as we saw with Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz, each of the people in this series came to a moment
when they had to make a decision: will it be God’s way or their way?
IEANFRHEEHCR ~ BASRURE TS EERY - SRR aVEE A ERE] T A e
B ZI) + R Y T T B MYz 2
So, this series has the title this sermon does: Living in the light of what God has done.
FirlL o B 2SR S ReEIEE — 1% © VS 5 BaYE -
In fact, this sanctuary gives us a magnificent, glorious visual illustration.
BE L EEEELS T HRM—EZEE - MEHEDES -
Look up at the cross. :FFEUVEE T2 -
The cross is what God has done — and we live constantly in its light.
TR R B — B M — B AR VB T AR -
It is the way of the cross that shapes our lives.
B TR ERS G T Py Adn -
As Paul says in Galatians 6:14: “May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.”
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So, each of these less well-known people will in their own way illustrate what it means to live in
the light of what God has done.

Rt - BRI A R EE—E# & DL E CHY T RG4S B BRI N Rk
FHE -

And this morning, we look at someone who is probably the best known of these less well-known

people: Rahab. KB I » FFTKREF—(E ] sE2 B LA R AN F a2 A - BlE -
Let’s set the scene. SEFA T f— NiEE S o

Led by Moses, the people of Israel have been delivered miraculously out of slavery in Egypt.
TEPEPSHVRSE | DLEdI] N STt i i 1358 R V%

They set out for Canaan, the Promised Land — the land God promised Abraham and his
descendants centuries before.

i S FIAE AR - FERT 2 — & (E - AC AT g T s O R ROt YR B Y L
Instead of entering the Promised Land, they disobey God.

PRIMAFIAME A HE A MBS T 2 3, - RiE % T -

So, they were condemned to wander in the wilderness for a whole generation.

R > PSR R — X -

Now, 40 years after the escape from Egypt, Moses’ successor Joshua leads the Israelites.
AT > (EbEER K 40 4E1% > EEPEIVE T E4E sl E LLEFI A -

They stand on the eastern banks of the Jordan River, ready to enter the land.
MRS B R = - AR T -

God is with them — and all the surrounding nations and peoples know it.
FREAA PR E — P B E VB R A RED R E 2 — %

Joshua sends two spies across the Jordan into Jericho, the first main city in Canaan.

K35 o IR R (PR R &Y BRI g Y 55— {8 32 ZE T IR & -

And these two spies hide in a home built into the city wall —and this home belongs to Rahab.

i AP T ERE ERY—Fr T E— S H BN W& -

The town | grew up in, just north of London, had two main industries:

PR ARAY AL LD > AR {E £ T2

one was printing newspapers; the other brewing beer.

— {2 Bl e &K, 55— TR ne -

In the nineteenth century, the beer-making industry was very profitable.

Ui - BERLSTTREADERS -

So, imagine what happened when the Salvation Army established a church in the area and began
to reach out to fathers and husbands who too often spent their wages on alcohol and destroyed
families.
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Many men’s lives were changed by the witness of the Salvation Army.
w25 NBYAE sy R B Y RS T A -
Less alcohol was consumed. g 8= /D °
This was not good for the brewery. = EBPE R F] o
Sometimes, the brewery organized riots against the Salvation Army.
HIF - WP A A8 S BRI HE AR L -
When she was much younger, Catherine’s mom and dad lived in a house that backed onto the
Salvation Army property. {E5/[EMIRFAEAYIFE - iy SCEHIA R ERE R ENE T H -
What'’s interesting is that written into the land registry title for the home was a clause that said:
HilBH e » EHEENI S REEE B FHEE
“In the event of a riot, the homeowner must allow Salvation Army church members to escape
across the backyard.”

CANSREE AR EREL 0 SR H AR I E R G R B e R kA
Thankfully, when Catherine lived there, | don’t think there was ever a time when brewery bosses
organized a riot outside the Salvation Army church building and the Salvation Army band had to
escape with their tubas and tambourines across the back yard.
ERFEENE » Bl AR - 7E2102 75 M8 F R TR AT Rt B 3 R AR M A5 Bk
gl - AR AR A S A E M MRS T ok iE e -

In Joshua 2, Rahab is the homeowner who helps two Israelite spies escape from the King of Jericho.
E4yEiEd 2 B WiEEE B a(E DL ey PR 2B B A £V 5 & -

That’s where in the Bible we first meet her. HEEE&K A S — 2 R Sy H 5 -

Rahab — whose name means “wide”. & - S{HEZFHEEE & | -

But who is Rahab? {HIf|&E 5 ©

She’s a foreigner — a Canaanite. 2 —{EY LA ——{EZEE A -

She belongs to an ancient people known for their horrific and immoral behaviour and beliefs,

st & > — (i DA R A A B AR 17 R A {E (i f 24y =2 R

a people who sacrificed children to their pagan gods as Deuteronomy 12:31 says,

IEANEAdREC 12 ¢ 31 Fraify - —{ERHZ T RREG My =B Er A

who laced their culture with symbols of sex and corruption,

FEMAP I SA L I T IS B 5=

who pursued violence and shame, i8>k 2% HFIHNERY A »

whose wickedness, in the words of Deuteronomy 9:5, is the reason the Lord will drive them out of

the Land.
FHEREREC 9 © 5 HYBEAGER » M fIRVAREE R S R HAIREA -
Rahab is a Canaanite. I &2 FF A °



She’s young and single. #liF&€ » B2 5 -

The text tells us her parents and brothers live in the city.

HE S P Mt Y SCREAT e SR (AR -

Unusually for a young single woman in ancient times, she owns her own house.

Rt RV E B AR - A OB e A= HE -

She makes money. %S -

One of the ways she makes money is the manufacture of linen.

ShEEE Y T 20— B n AT -

She hides the Israelite spies in stalks of flax — dried flax was the primary material for linen.
A DA E SRl S ok S — T n o2 o AT Y 2R o

But thisisn’t the only way she makes money —and it probably isn’t the main way she makes money.

{HiEA S athksE R — 5 =\ — 12 AT RE N iR s Ay 25 2 -

See, Rahab is also an embarrassment. & » &t 2 —{#HENF -

At least she was to later Jewish writers who preferred not to speak of her main profession — they
said she was an innkeeper.

Z/ DR Z B REFAGER - TR T A RMHY e S e it — (RS R

But the Bible is very clear. {HEEGZJEH H2E -

She was someone used to hearing a knock on the door and a man standing there hoping to enter
without anyone noticing. 2 — &3 18 L ¥ 2w P TR AR F TR fan fan 2 ABY B AHYA -
Joshua 2:1 says she was a prostitute — and it’s the description attached to her when she’s
remembered in Hebrews 11 and James 2.

LJFnat 2 ¢ 1 siitie — R — B HAGE 11 BRI E 2 IR S Al -
Her profession is an example of precisely why the Israelites are commanded to conquer the land.
AAVEECE (2 R (T TELL S A an SRS R T3ty — (@ ]+ -

She’s an embarrassment. %2 —{EHHE -

And this means, Rahab could so easily be you and me. i2 EEE » W[SIRE S K BIRAIF
Ephesians 2 says we are objects of wrath, destined for death, deserving of God’s judgment.
DIFERRE 2 SR R0vH R » SEE It - AR Z ST -

We have no righteousness of our own, there is nothing about us that deserves God’s grace.
HFEENS AR - FMLA T HEY B -

During our family vacation, we spent a week in Whistler.

FERAIZ RERE AR > P B s 7 — {21 -

It was beautiful — the weather was fabulous; the food sumptuous; and the scenery magnificent.
ERER — RRMRE, eVt S5 Fus R -

But it didn’t take long for me to notice a significant detail.

B2 FELE RS T —(EEZEAVAE -

You noticed it in the downtown, on the gondolas, in the parking lots, up the mountains.

fREm UL ~ SHE -~ FHY - L EAEEERIYLHE] -
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Not only did almost everyone have a very expensive downhill mountain bike, but almost everyone
had the same shape: thin, lean, and fit.

MMER-FBHE AEA —HWIRE S ER MU E1TE - i - PEE AT EHEEEE
TR ~ TR{ERE -

And then there was me! A& 2 EEF |

If | possessed a very expensive mountain bike and took it to the top of Whistler Mountain to career
down at stupid speeds, I'd exemplify the truth of Ephesians 2: I'd be destined for death.
WRBHEA —IEE S EVLM B THE - e EEEUTE » DUSEAVEE T e
DAFERER 2 (YRR G+ © Pk e ok -

Rahab is you and me because we have walked the same path as her:

& R > R R FRAF T A — B A A

we’ve chosen a life of sin in a world in rebellion against God.

PP AE— (W {0 ey T SR B8 15 T SRRV A0S -

To live in the light of what God has done must begin by accepting a shocking and unpopular truth:
FUE M EBENDEIRT - WHE R o NEBANA 2 ECU L

we are sinners, objects of wrath, destined for death.

HKMEFEAN » BREHVES  sEEZE -

Itis as we see ourselves for who we really are that we can see God for who he really is and welcome
God’s amazing grace.

ERMEFHCHNEE S G » AT REBIWMNEE S » WEEI TRy B -
Rahab was everything that labelled her a sinner:

&L TE ARSI E ST A ¢

an enemy of God’s people, in a condemned city, living a lifestyle of sin.

TRV > A —EHE SRR T - S FREAY AL TR -

But when the spies arrive, all this changes. {H & & #1720 » 8 —TUJEET -
Rahab begins to live in the light of what God has done, is doing, and will do!

RS B AR S SRR ~ (AR ORI B e |

First, she no longer identifies with her sinful past. 54 » W~ FHFE B C IRy = E -
Joshua 2:3 says the King of Jericho sends a message to Rahab:
KJFaiad 2 ¢ 3RS R &R HER
“Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out
the whole land.”
TRERHIRENRESE « ETIREIA - R SRR - |
In response, Rahab lies. “Yes, they came, but they left just before the city gate closed.”
TER[OIFE » WIEH 75 - "2y MR T B e IRARA Z RiTdlsE T - |
Bible teachers have debated the ethics of Rahab’s response for centuries.
FMEaC DA BEACEET— BEAE Fam b & O Y i -

Some say that in the circumstances, her lie was justified.



AN FEERER T s S S A EEY -
She faced a moral dilemma — tell the truth and die or tell a lie and live.
s R — (BB N — SR EEENRIE - EE SR AR -
Others say she should have invited the King’s messengers into her home to look around, trusting
that God would make them not bother or not look thoroughly enough.
HoAth A\ B i 5% A EE AV Sl R VUi E - HETHE RN B EE A SRS -
In the New Testament, James 2:25 refers to this moment and says,
TERTEYH - HESTE 2 0 25 25 liE—ZINER
“In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when
she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?”

CERE AR E RS R SO PSS — RS - AR RT AR ?
What we must say, of course, is that lying is wrong. & 24 » F W ERIYE @ BEt = N B -
Following Jesus means we are people who speak the truth, in whom there is no falsehood.
PRFEHR R RS T RS A M E S AT S -
If we cannot trust each other with the truth, we have no witness to the world.
WIERFRATARE I BB ILEE - M gE At 5 F RLEE -
But with Rahab, let’s remember she’s beginning a journey of faith in God.
HEAEWES F o BRI EAERG—EE IHHTIRE -
Who are we to judge someone at the beginning of their faith in God who makes mistakes?
Bl SAp{ERI BE 5 LART A —EE(S i Z FEFEERAY A 2
The point is: whether we agree or disagree with how she does it, her response shows that she has
decided to leave behind her old way of life.
FE ¢ fEm I ME R E R A FEMAIECE - My K EER M O e S ATE Ty
:T:Q o
She is siding with God’s way. #huEfE T fHEY—i& -

This reminds me that all of us who follow Jesus cannot claim to be perfect.

EfRlER - TP EREEHRERHY A B A BEERE H 2= -

Who of us is without sin? I iz 28 A FEHY ?

We are all on a journey of holiness. FAfTE&PE I EERYIRAE R -

Living in the light of what God has done must mean we bring our lives into the open before God:
the good and the bad.

AR EENDEIRT - DA ERE RTRERMIHY AR e A BT EIAT © 4FAYRIEAY - “Search
me, O God” we say from Psalm 139:23.

Bl 139 © 23 gt © Tl > SRIREEFRFL ©

“Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity” we pray from Psalm 51:9.

HAMEEFR 51 0 9 st ¢ T ORIKER N B IRAVIE - BER—VIHVIREE - |

“God have mercy on me, a sinner” we cry with the tax collector from Luke 18:13.

FAFTBLER RS 18 + 13 AYRTSE —H#ESAL T 1] - BRINEEEIEA - |



7

Rahab’s lie also reminds me that in the journey of faith not one of us can claim to be better or
more holy than anyone else.

& HYFE = T IREETR - (EEAVRES » Fefidoe A — A v DIERE H CELHA A 47
HEH -

Rahab’s sin may be her lie, mine will be different, yours will be different.

& HYSE rl e s = 0 IEVE A [E] - RAVE R IE] -

We all need God’s grace and we’re all at different stages of growth in grace.

Pl e ey B Pl e i B R YA [ B -

This is especially true when we welcome those who are still searching or just beginning the
Christian life.

B R PTECHAR e = B G A B AR SR AR - JCHLE -

No matter who they are, we invite them to rejoice in God’s love in Jesus as we rejoice in God’s
love in Jesus.

s M2 - MBS MM E R B Z NS - sGRMH eI iR BRE =

st -

As we do, we help them no longer to identify with their past — just like Rahab, just like us.
IEMFA A ey AseE - M= B FIA R EM IR E - W E— - SE IR —
% -

And together we live in the light of what God has done. Fe{fJ—#E4:JELE 75 § EHYEIE S -
This is the first point. 2 &5 —2k -

What's the second? &5 . BL (& ?

The second is astonishing and amazing. 55 —BLEEE A FYRIET0DHY -

Look at Joshua 2:9-11. F5E4yEonEC 2 - 9-11 -

Rahab tells the two spies the story of God’s great salvation of the people of Israel.

IR 5 ) A PR320 T R DA B8 Y (R R -

Look carefully at what she says. {FAl G BWERAYEE °

She knows God’s promise to his people: “I know that the Lord has given you this land,” she says in
verse 9.

SR ZE R (T RAVIEST © T IRAEH A &SRR T > #(EEE 9 6k - She
knows God’s power of deliverance: “We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red
Sea for you,” she says in verse 10.

SRR RRE ¢ " PR AR EE AR AR M AT (R ALY /KEZ T 0 #AE 10 &i
56 o

She knows God'’s triumph over his enemies: “what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the
Amorites east of the Jordan,” in verse 10.

ShREFHE S A UL - "I BARPTER R B LY E SR R (E R PSR o A
M58 278 » 4 155 10 & -

She knows God’s sovereignty can bring hope but also fear among those who reject him: “our
hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you,” in verse 11.
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And, most of all, she knows who God is: “for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below” —verse 11.

MmH @ EEENE  EEEE - T HAE—RMEY s R ETEY we ) =58 11
g

Aren’t these verses an astonishing statement by someone who is just beginning to believe:

75 S LS A A T — B MR A E R A 55 N TR AN

she knows the promise, she knows God’s power, she knows God’s triumph, she knows God’s
sovereignty, she knows who God is.

SR EET - W HIZE Y KRS - WRIZE S A > R Y EAE o b RE e
What’s more, Rahab doesn’t doubt or question God’s story of salvation.

HEEAE - WE AR E SRR -

In fact, in one visit by two spies, she understands what it took the people of Israel 40 years in the
wilderness to understand:

BE L WA —RER - e TS A EIEE AL T 40 FAVEFEA S ¢
God is God and what he says, he does, and what he does, he completes, and then he invites people
TR » MR TTEE > MR - TP - #ERERE - 2R R HEEE A

— Jew or Gentile, Israelite or Canaanite, Asian, African, Antipodean, North and South American,
European — to experience by faith.

— R NEGMEA - LEF ASGEg A > sl A > FENA > R A > JLEREEA
BOMA - BB 055 -

Here, at this moment, Rahab trusts in God and so lives in the light of what God has done.
BERFELZ] - W &S5 llﬂ:/ﬁf 5 BRI -

And she will be saved! @& 5%y !

It's possible, sadly, for those of us who have been Christians for years, to become jaded in our faith

— we reduce it to routine, to duty, to expectation.

A[AERYE - BN IRFE L AK— A B ER AZKER » A T sE ¥ R MHyE EERR G —

B EBLAEIITAE - BEMINE -

We turn our Christian life into attend more, give more, serve more.

BRI A E e AT E B 25 1Y 22 8L - B2 ZRI8R - B IR -

But think back to that moment of first love for Jesus

B[ — N A AR IR B YA —Z]

— when you first heard the Gospel and responded, when the love of God brought tears to your
eyes or made your heart swell with joy, when prayer was intimate and worship heartfelt.

— EIRE—XEER R W CIERT - &y SRR EVR BIESEIRAY LR Z 8 MRS - &
et e 1Y » B EIKHVOFRT o

Doesn’t listening to Rahab in these verses bring you back to that?

ois LS TR & HE A R R R E T 2
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Maybe all you and | need do this week is look at Rahab’s words and pray, “Lord, remind me again!

Remind me what it means to live in the light of what you have done.”

WEFIRFIFA F TR AR E BRI ES - T 20 > FIUERETk | fEEET - 1R
B SHDEIR NAEESREEE -

The way of salvation is open to any who believe. & AV E BE [ (A AHEHY AW EE -
God called the Israelites to be his tool of judgement upon the wicked Canaanites, but this never
meant that every Canaanite must suffer his judgement.
I LS AR Ry FIAR s ARy T B - (HiEE N Bk A A B 2l
AR H] -
The way of grace was always there for those who believed in him.
R LY S AR R Ry D SR AR S Y AT kB -
It was true in Joshua’s day. FTEAE VG E 84 -
It was true in Jesus’ day {EH#RAYEF L2 EHAY
— remember how he delivered a Canaanite woman’s daughter from demonic oppression in
Matthew 15.
AU B RS 15 H AT — Il 200 e dor A FY 2 52 AR TR SR A JBR A8 P R 2R
And it’s true today — this day. & Kt 24t —FESK °
God'’s glorious salvation is made known. fHZE AR B ERZEREAY -
This salvation isn’t the ancient story of escape from Egypt and entry into the Promised Land
SRR A S R R A R 2 A T i S
—that story is just a shadow of the greater story of salvation.
L[ RN E SR e NS NN E A N
The greater story — the greatest story — is of Jesus, the Son of God, dying on the cross for my sin
and yours.
RIS — R (R R — R ERER - (Y 5 B RAIRAYSESEE T+ 2R | -
It’s Jesus saying “It is finished!”
iE e Ry TR !
It’s Jesus rising trlumphant from the grave, defeating death, and demonstrating by his resurrection
that he is the Son of God, the only way of salvation, the hope of all people, the centre of true faith,
the Lord of Lords.
LEHB%’“% RS 0 BEIET o dE S M AR SRS MR Y T o ERIER R —E
EFTA ARE > BEIEEMNHRL > BEEZE -

Today, come, live in the light of what God has done. &K » RKIE » JELEtH 5 EHEIEH -

It doesn’t matter who you are or what your background is: Rahab, a prostitute, turned to God in
faith and was saved.

am VRS R e SR R - W& » — R RS L A SR -

It doesn’t matter whether you have lots of faith or just a little faith:

FEREARZELVEERA—TEEL
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Rahab still had lots to learn about speaking the truth, but she received and responded to what she
knew

SRR Baf TR AR NP R - (BR[O T s AErY

— this God is the One true God.

— IS (I LS —HY A

All that matters is that each of us comes willingly and thankfully to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ,

HEHE - FATEE O H B REM AR 2 3 BR AR E B A R SC TR AT

comes to the cross of Christ,

RENEE 28R

confesses our sin,

HEERRAHYSE

trusts in Christ’s sacrifice for our sin,

FEEVE R P MRy TRSRTE

and welcomes Christ as Lord of our lives.

ECIEE B Az aniy =+ -

Then the adventure of living in the light of what God has done really comes alive! Amen.

% o A E BRI NS E e e HIERS | P



