Sermon — Galatians 3:23-29
maEER-MHIKE 3:23-29
One in Christ
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By Mark Forrester

Good morning. | have been given the privilege today of speaking about Galatian chapter 3, and also about some
of my reflections from my Missions trip to Mexico.

BLfr. 5K, HA=KIMULEFR 3T | LARESAFERZIRPHI—ERE,

But first I’d like to thank all of you for your support, for your donations, and for your prayers regarding my trip
to Mexico.

BEk , WEKFRMAEPAEANIS , KERMOEH , RS RMSENERT ZTHE.
It was reassuring to know that people from the church were constantly in prayer, lifting up our team and the
work we were doing there throughout our trip.

LARENE , ABNA—BEERSHITETME R T E 28 i e p £ AR A9 TIE.
If you haven’t already heard, I was recently in Monterrey Mexico on a missions trip which was run by an
organization called Discipleship International.

MEMLBERHRE  REOEEMIRFESN— P RBIUERPIENAMEENE R K.
We were able to visit four prisons, share the gospel door to door as well as on the street, and we were also able
to preach and lead worship at a local church.

KPR TURRER , BXEPNEH L0 E /B8 | RSt ASZEBNTRIGE 7.
In Mexico evangelism is quite different from Vancouver.

HRAT  GEZEBTETITA.

When we were going door to door many of the people we met were part of a church,
SRMZEREFETR  RABRNAZATZHEN—8

many were catholic, and so, many people were familiar with the bible and consider it to be a source of
authority.

HZABKEHGE L, tAEARELR |, RS T SRR,

The people there were also very welcoming.

BERAMIEE B,

Many people let us into their homes and their yards to sit down and talk.

2 NIBEE R APIE AP AN B 42 A4 N ZRAZEK

It seemed like every second or third house there was someone who was willing to open the door and listen to
our gospel presentation.

PUFrBR_—FMEFmBABSIIREF  BHMEES.

Over the ten days we were able to share the gospel with many people.

EETRE  HAEAZANETEE.

And one of the biggest challenges that we dealt with over and over again was the assumption that the way
people go to heaven is by being a good person.

HKM—EBX —BRZRHBNWAKE 2 —mE AFMTRBEAXRZENG A EM—ETA.
If we try our best, and if we haven’t done anything terribly bad in life then we go to heaven when we die.
MREMEBAMA , ORFMEEFTPLEMEATTRNIES | BERMATLTEREEXE,

And we had to work through this with almost everyone we talked to, to show them from the Bible that it is by
grace that we are saved and not by our own merit or our own virtue.



KM REEFPRAERMIRMIA—ERREEDRE | CELPEMMRAE , HMHTNERFREE
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We were also able to evangelise on the streets downtown.

BMEETHLONEHE LB /EE.

We were able to street preach, hand out tracts, and share the gospel with several people there as well.
BMPEGLE 78, o8 J/Vlr | TEBENEBRANE FfEE.

On Sunday we were also able to lead the morning and evening services at one of the local churches.
EHX  RMEREEMN —EHSRE FEBRES.

Part of our team led worship that morning.

BRBE  RAEBRN—BORETR 75,

I was also able to preach in the morning, and Jason, the leader of our team, gave the sermon in the evening.
RUER LB 7B RAEBRNESHEREM LB TE.

All of this was done through a translator and we were very grateful to have three very good Christians
translators who followed us wherever we went and even stayed at our hotel throughout the trip.

FhEELA2BBRETAR , RTPFEREE S FRFNEEENE  FmITIUERE | Mz
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The meat of the trip was visiting the prisons.

TR ER 2R EE R

We were able to visit four prisons in Monterrey.

R 7 R ERIUFT RS

There were two men’s prisons, a women’s prison, and a juvenile prison where there were people my age and
younger.

BMPSFER , —FhXFERM—PIVEER  EFEEREEFRMEE DA,

Most of the time we were talking to believers.

ARZEFEE  HAEREMBSERK.

The prisons there are fairly large so normally we weren’t talking to the entire prison, but the prisoners could
decide if they wanted to hear us speak or not.

FBEMNERMEEXR , FILUBERMAASMEEERMOR , BALTILURE 2E&BIRT MRS,

So many of the ones that did come were believers.

PRURZ R A B ZETE.

Many of them had bibles, and in two of the prisons they even had chapels where believers would gather
regularly to worship and hear from the word of God.

tMPFZ ARBBER , EPMEERS , tPEEE/IHE | SESEHREERETGFEMRE
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We couldn’t bring our phones into the prisons with us, so we weren’t able to take pictures while we were inside
but here is a photo that we took outside the juvenile prison.

BAEABIEFHEERR IR MEEENREASEHER  BEERMAE FEMIMNANER.

And here is another photo from outside of the woman’s prison.

EEmREBUFERMIMIRA.



Now if you can see, our group had two shades of yellow shirts.

RE , MRMEEBRZIEE , AV NEEMESHNEEME.

The women in the dark yellow are the people who got us into the prisons.
AEEBEMECHLERERMTARERMA.

They visit these prisons on a regular basis.

P9 e B R IREN B L Ea TR

Some of them go two or three times a week to talk with the believers inside, to encourage them, and teach them
about the bible.

PP —EABREMEI =R , AEBENETERS , SRIMF , WHEMMEL.
I’ll be talking a bit more about our time in the prisons as we look at our passage for this morning.

ERMRESKE LWEXRE | RREESRRMNEERENRKE.

So allow me to read the text once again.

HIE , BRFFRBREBLX.

If you have your bibles please turn with me to Galatians 3:23-29.
MERRAERE , BEME—EBMALE 3 : 23-29.

And | will be reading from the NASB 1995. That is Galatians 3:23-29.
R ERE NASB 1Y 1995 B. Am@MNFAIAE 3 1 23-29.

Let us pray.
=R MES.

Father, I thank you for Your unchanging love toward Your people.

KM, FREHRE IR FERAZE,

For the unspeakable privilege of being called Your sons and daughters in Christ.

A 7TEEEEREANRE LN AT SHAVEE.

For being counted among Y our children only because of Christ’s work on our behalf.

HARMAERZEEE SR FFTME TE o] DRI ZF.

As we open Your word this morning send Your Spirit to soften our hearts.
SRMSXE LRBERERER , KROEZE(EFMAN .

Show us the reason You have preserved these words for us.

Har MR AR MRTFELEANRA.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

F=H A2 | [P,

In the book of Galatians Paul is faced with the task of defending the gospel against men who are teaching a
false gospel and a salvation that is based on the works of the Law rather than the work of Christ on the cross.

ENMUARET , REBGZFEEEENES  REBERESERESERA |, tPRIMERE R
&, MAZEEETFRENTIE.

The Galatians have begun to welcome in a false gospel,

MAUXABZRGESEBRNES 7,
one that has been distorted by these false teachers.



— AW E L RN EHIES.

It says in Galatians chapter 1:6-9 “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the
grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you
and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel
contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so | say again now, if
any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!”

MHIARE 1: 6-9 JAULER © [HREAIRPEERMMFEALUESEE ZRTSMRMY &, MEBE
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m, EAABEIAMRM , BRMEUERESNAR , thz2HE7 !
So it is very possible for a person to preach a different gospel, a false gospel, and a gospel that cannot save.
FIt , —EACzolBREARNES , —EBERNES , —EAFERNNES.

We know that Paul has always been a strong advocate of unity within the church.

WAFE R A — BB E IR BT E—.

He often urges us to leave behind our debates and useless arguments about minor, secondary issues that separate
us as the people of God.

i B e TR AT SR A B 3 > SRRV - MR By TR

But is the gospel worth arguing for?
BREEEE R FmE ?
Is it worth confronting someone else about if they get it wrong?

WIRMFIEEE T - EEESESE ?

Is this an essential issue?

i (AR A RS 2
Paul says that it is.
TREERITERY °

Throughout Paul’s letter to the Galatian church he is primarily seeking to defend one central truth.
EREBAINMUAAEZNETF  MEEZSKNESZREE—NVEHE,

A truth that lies at the heart of the gospel.

—fEERE P ONEE.

And that is justification by faith alone.

AL B E ST .

What this means is that the way a person is brought into right standing with God,;

5 R RE —{E A SR UL T fR E Al

the way a person is saved is by placing their faith in Christ, not by keeping the law and the commandments.
—EABSKMNEAZHEEEE K MAZBTERAMM.

In the words of Paul from 2:16, “...a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ

Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works
of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”
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The problem of the Galatian church came from a misunderstanding of God’s intention for the Law.
MAIK A Z ORI RER B B R AN B BIRIRE.

They knew there had to be a reason why God gave His Law and His commandments to His people.
finfIxERE MR EZNHmB RN FE—E2BREN.

And they began to believe that the Law had been given for the purpose of earning right standing with God,;
MR BREREZR 7 Ffr EEERER)

earning justification by way of obedience to the Law.

RIBRIEER AR FIFER.

Their view would very closely align with many people today, many other religions, and tragically, many people
within the church who believe that the Law was given as a means to salvation.

MRS S KRIFFZ A | SFZ2EMRE , UKOENE  NSHBPHHAZAEE—B , tMHEE
SREESEMENFER.

And what Paul is saying is that the Law was never meant to save us, it was meant to condemn us.
RENTBEZ , BEUERAZA 7 EHEMMEFEN , MEH 7 ERMFEMEFER.

Romans 3:19-20 says, “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so

that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the works of the
Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”

EHEE3:19-208%8 , [RMPNEBREARNGEHZHEEIZ FWARR , FEESANO , £EHEHN
ABMREE BREHZ N, AR, NIAZERE—EERFPANTRME #EAEER  EREER
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In Romans 7:7 Paul says, “I would not have come to know sin except through the Law.”

FHRET: 79, REES: [ BE, HALFEEEE, IO &AIE: |

So the purpose of the Law was not to save us, but to condemn us;

PRI, AR H BRA IR, T2 AT R,

to show us that we are sinners who are in desperate need of a Saviour.

[ FA R B A & 8 V) 5 EE AR E R

Let us now go to our text in Galatians 3 starting in verse 23, “But before faith came, we were kept in custody
under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. Therefore, the Law has become our
tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.”

BRI ARG NN E 3 =L 23 BiPHARIIAESC, T (HIE [f5] ERALIRT, BAIHE FAEREZ
&, By, BRI (5] BUIAR.  dEhk, RS RMHGAGET, EREER T, HE
HAMRfE R . |

This is God’s intention for the Law.
SEPRT R EE AP NPy

To act as a tutor, a guide, or a guardian.
YA E 82 GIINIEC R TRk YN DR

The Law convicts us of sin, it shows us that we are guilty before a holy God, and it takes away all hope in self.
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The Law causes us to realize that our own merit and our own righteousness will not be enough to save us,
FAE IR, A A SR DI 2 FEA 2 LRI,

and we are left saying with the tax collector, “O, God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

TAT R Fo T ERA T A Tk, R, B IGEETE AN

The Law points us to Christ.

TR AP o ) B

We turn to Him because He is our only hope.

FRAP A e A, PR R At FRAMTPE— A

He is the only way to the Father.

R AT R A ME— B

He is the only door by which His sheep may enter His fold.

AL otk ) A T N A Bl — P — B P

In his commentary on Galatians John Stott wrote these words, “We cannot come to Christ to be justified until
we have first been to Moses to be condemned. But once we have gone to Moses, and acknowledged our sin,
guilt and condemnation, we must not stay there. We must let Moses send us to Christ.”

- e AR IR F R R R IE . TR E SR AT, FAM A RERBIFE AT . (H
s&, —HRMETER, AR TRMOTE. WS, AT ABE RN A L6 2575 BE PE AT FRAM
R AT,

So Paul has now established that faith in Christ is the entrance, and the starting point for all believers.

T AR AR BRAE CASHENT | BB A5 Lo A B AN ORI

Now he is going to move on to some of the effects of our justification.

IRAEAD EE AR TR PR RR FE A — L R AL

Having explained that justification is by faith in Christ, Paul sets forth three results that proceed from our
justification.

TEMPRE T RS RIE B 2%, REEDEIRMMIMEZ 9%, F2l 1 =(A&5 R

After placing our faith in Christ we are made sons of God (verse 26), we are one with every other believer
(verse 28), and heirs of the promise (verse 29).

FERRE 2%, RAMHR V7 (26 8D , JRAMERHAMGERES A — (28 §1) , RIEFFH )5 il
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So let us read Galatians 3:25-26, “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

P CLEEIRAM R N R oK & 3: 25-26, [{HIE [f5 ] BESRARE|, FRAMEMMAERGEHEN T T 1. K
', IMREEE, AR A MR .

So firstly, verse 26 says that we are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

FTUAE e, 5 26 i, BUEIEEAERGR, RATEE MHE T

This language of adoption is central to understanding the new relationship between God and the believer.

18 M S RS S S R AR NS HE R AR O AZ O

John 1:12 says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to
those who believe in His name.”

RIEARTE 1 1230 [ FLEEANIE), stREMharN, Myt rmeEmiE sz, |

I think it is important to see that there is a condition for being called a child of God.

JFR 2 B B2 B B R £ T2 A R

And that condition is faith in Christ.

TSR A il A2 S B B A5

Paul and John would together say that it is those who are in Christ, those who receive Him, those who believe in
His name who are children of God.

TREE I AT, ARSI B N, IREEE A N, REEHE AN, #E e L.



Although God is the Father of all men creatively, He is not the Father of all men redemptively.

HESRARAE AIE L2 P NRIAL,  BAE RO B A B AR R AR I AN B NI AL .

The right to become children of God has been reserved for those who come to Him by His grace.

FS Ao 5 R RE ) B A TS A 5 25 A L e 2fe 380 i T AT T

So to say that all people are God’s children would be to disagree with what Paul is saying here.

R, SRATA NER M L, FIOREE(EE BT R R A —Ek .

Before being adopted into God’s family we were “by nature children of wrath” it says in Ephesians 2:3.
TER R IE AN K Z 00, (ECAIBRTE 2. 3 a2z S, |

Like the Pharisees in John 8 we were sons of the devil, Jesus says.

HEfiRES, AR AVEIMR S 8 EH AR AN A, RAMZBE R T

He says to them in verses 42-44, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceed forth and have
come from God, for | have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. Why are you not
understanding what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. You are of your father the devil.”

fifE 42-44 GEARAMES:  TRWT MURIRIMANAL, IRIME 3k, BIARAZHR M, BENE Mim
AR, WARBEHCK, MafhZERARR . RMAEEAHBRMEERE? BIE2RMEEAERAE. IR
{2 AR AL B - |

It says in John 8:42-44.

KENAE S 8: 42-44 WER.

So as believers in Christ we are given this unique privilege of being called children of God.

PRI, VER B IEAE, FRAMT T 1 B Al 2 5 2 AR

Galatians 3:28 says this, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

INFLRE 3: 28iEhkak: [ AHORMRNSA RN, AHSZDNE TR, AES TR, KRR
FER B HRIR AL A — T ]

On the evening before we visited the woman’s prison in Mexico I was told that I would be giving a message of
encouragement to the prisoners the next day.

FEFRAM T 28 P8 B 2 B SR A AT — R MG L, JAp i R0 28 — R JORE ] [N U AT 2R S B A5 2

At that point I did not have a message of encouragement.

FEIR—ZI3R e 2 A YEE IR N D HITE R

Each time | have preached here at Trinity | have been given at least a full month to prepare, and plan, write, and
rewrite, edit, and revise and proofread the sermon.

RERIRAE = —FoEsiiaiy, A 2088 (0 A rRe AR M . 5Tl S, B, HE. Boin
RIS

That night | spent about three hours at the desk in my hotel room writing notes in the margin of my bible.

TR b, FRAEE P51 5 S AU AE ORI =M /NRy, 7EBEEI T HR R .

The next day we arrived at the prison, we went through security, and while we were walking along the outside
of the chapel coming around to the far side where the entrance was, this verse came to mind.

SR, FAMBRE R, B, E A B R AN AE BN DT IR R, JRAR B TS AL
o

And | leaned over to the translator and told her that | was going to rearrange the message that | had shown her a
little earlier and that instead | was going to begin with this verse.

HF RIS Tk, A, REREPCHREIA AE NG R, WREPLS IS,

So we turned the corner and entered into this chapel that was inside of the prison.
JRARRAEIEE, N T BN .

The sanctuary itself was larger than the one here at Trinity and there were over a hundred women who came to
hear us speak.
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Immediately when we walked in they stood up and welcomed us with clapping and cheering.

EARAEE R, WS Rk AR, AT EGEERAM .

The women who were there were not being forced to be there.

FE A B 2 AN AP IR H A )

These women were almost entirely believers who chose to come and listen to us.

SRR R et ov el IS P LN WP Ty S5 A [ F AT

Most of them had their bibles, pens, and notepads with them.

A AT e R 22 BN A 2 A SR F AR

And when it came time for me to give the message | came up to the pulpit and I read this verse from Galatians

3, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.”

ERZEE AR E, JOEREE L, ST E IEMEMA, [AHERRNSERAN, AHE5D
W E ER, AR BRI LR, AR IR E A A — T .

And | said to them,
T AR5
“We are not from the same country. We do not speak the same language. I do not know life here in Mexico. But
you are my sisters and brothers in Christ. We are all one in the Spirit, we have one Father, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ.”

[FRAMAR AAFERE 2 RATERER—RAFREES . A T AR TR BRI AT B AR 2
MHOk. MRS S AR R0, IATE ALK, AT, HRERAEE. |
And | remember there was a very very special unity and fellowship in that room.
FRACAFAETAR s fid] FL AT — e = A e 7o) F) [ e AT B 2
I was standing before a group of women who | did not know, in a prison, in a foreign country, but I could see
their love for Christ.
TG AE — FEIRAGE A ) AL T A, 7EBRAKEE, ESRBBAE, HIRAT LG B b5 R 1 a2
Despite all of our differences we were one in Christ.
WERM AR ZR, EIRAMEREE B8 .
And there was an overwhelming joy in experiencing this with them.
ER gt " — AL RS e — B — AR R ) B
So when we are adopted into the family of God through faith there is a special oneness that we have not only
with Christ, but also with our brothers and sisters; all those who are in Christ; who know and love the Lord
Jesus.
R, ERMTPEE R A B SR, JRAMAVE BE, i H BRI ) S0 o AR — AR &
— AR BN RR RGN 2 T HEER A

One day, near the beginning or Jesus’ ministry His mother and His brothers were outside looking for Him.

AR, FERRERAOIEIE R B AR, i BEBUA R b 554142 S 3 At

And it says in Mark 3:32 “a crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and

Your brothers are outside looking for You. Answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?”

Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers! For

whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

FERGTIART 3: 32Haf:  [HFF2 NAEHRIRS B, Ml & orfhaR:  [EWR! IREER. /RSB AR

PEORAEAMEIRAR . | BRARIEIE M. [EERIRMIEER? SRR H? | piERGUR A EALERA, -
[EWR, FAEER, MG MEAT 8 A ARUEEN SR IR AT B . ]

So when we place our faith in Jesus we are adopted into the family of God as His sons and daughters.

R, RAMEERERRE, BT IEAM IR, AR .

We are also brought into fellowship with one another and made one with all those who are in Christ.



WA ARAT, SRR E AN ST A —.

And then finally, Paul says in Galatians 3:29, “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendants, heirs according to promise.”

AR, REBLEINHIRE 3: 2956 [RESRRAME R AT, RISt i FEm ik, SREE K2 E
ERT .

So firstly, God is redefining what it means to be the people of God.

R, Ho%, MIEARENTERFEAMTRIER.

His chosen people are no longer those who have the same blood as Abraham, but they are those who share the
same faith as Abraham.

b 358 RO A 2 I8 £ B i A 7 5 A A R LA AN, T I 2 B e A o =P A AR R B A N

Earlier in Galatians Paul makes the case that Abraham himself was justified by faith.

FEIMPLR S HIATT, OREAESR oA h = H CRE R 2

He says in Galatians 3:6 quoting from Genesis, “Even so Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness. Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.”

ffEInh R 3: 6 SIHAIMHECE: [IEmfAsis [E 7 M, SBHAhAF] o el ARMAE:
AREOHANA R TR TR

Whereas the common belief of Judaism taught that if you were a blood relative of Abraham;

T R 0 3 ) O, 0 SR AR R A 57 ) AL

if you were his biological descendant, then you were part of God’s chosen people.

INRAREAR BRI, AR AR A R — 0.

And now Paul is saying here, and at the end of Galatians 3, that it is those who belong to Christ through faith
who are Abraham’s descendants.

IRAERAEAEIE AR, EINh KT 3 |mAAE R, TBLL R B R A B M N R iR P IR 6

So God’s chosen people are no longer those of the same blood as Abraham, but they are those of the same faith
as Abraham.

PRI, Ao )32 ERAN P B e Ay 2R AT A (R LAt N, T 2 B e A 27 B A R B AN

Exactly what Jesus is talking about when he says, “Whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister
and mother.”

B HRAR TR, T LEAT A S R, AR IR LR AR B .

And then in Galatians 3:29 Paul goes on and says, “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendants, heirs according to promise.”

IMBAEIMPLRE 3: 29, (REBASAESR: [EESRMMRMME A IEE, R B FH T8, EME B
AZERHT . |

The eternal salvation and blessing that God promised to Abraham is also given to all those who believe in
Christ.

A6 BR A B 2 B K R BRI AR B I 46 T MRS S N

It is by faith in Christ that a person is brought into the family of God and given the inheritance that was
promised to Abraham and his descendants.

I REE B HAE O, — B AR S, ARG T i A i PR B 428 76 1R 2 3

Romans 4:16 says, “For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the
promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.”

MESE 4. 168, [Tl AR HAE, BUsUE 7R, DISUERHRFERS T NEE, M
s SRR AR, WERAISBGE AN F AR N . SRR IS BRI ZE AR . S N 1
M, FEIEAL AT R R AR AR

So since the time of Abraham God has given the promise of eternal salvation to those who believe in Him.

PRI, E AR RS, At R SRR R R a I LA B A g N



So God has given us His Law to show us our sin and to lead us to Christ.

PRI, #ls s 1 3N A%, m3RAMERE] IR SR, AT B ) 7R

All who put their faith in Him are adopted into the family of God as His sons and daughters, they are made one
with all other believers, and they become heirs of the promise of eternal life that God has reserved for all who
believe in Him.

P 5 i Nl R X, A i S 2, MM B P HARE AR S i A —, M et P
FEAE A RN PR B R 7K AR B R A 7N

Let’s pray.

AR AR

Father, I thank You for sending Your one and only Son; the good shepherd who lays down His life for the
sheep. | thank You that through Christ we are brought together as one. And I thank You for the hope of eternal
life; for the inheritance that is reserved for us in heaven. Guard us and keep us until that day, we ask in Jesus’
name Amen.
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