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By Matthew Kitchener

| was going through a very long security line for a flight a few years ago.
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| came to the part where you remove all your electronics and put them in a bin.
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At that time | had an iPhone that had fallen out of my jacket while | was jogging and had a cracked face.
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| also had a laptop with a broken screen. A box had Ianded onit.
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As the screener at the airport looked at the 2 broken screens he commented, “You’re just a mess aren’t you?”
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That could be said about the family situation for Naomi at the beginning of this book.
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Her story looks like a broken mess.
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A Messy Story-“Naomi’s tragedy”
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Famine led to her family fleeing to Moab.
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She suffered 3 deaths and no children.
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She returned home to abject poverty.
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So much brokenness!
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This mattered not only to Naomi’s family line, but to her community.
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Land was given by God to extended families and was to stay in the family.
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So Elimelech’s and his sons’ deaths left a gap for the community.
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One question of this story is “Can broken things be repaired and messes redeemed?”
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A Messy Story-“Ruth’s history”
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Ruth, who comes with Naomi, also has a history rooted in brokenness.
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Her tribe, Moab, comes from Abraham’s nephew Lot, who claimed the best of Abraham’s land and then fell in with the
violent and evil Sodom.
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After Sodom was destroyed, he fathered two sons with his own daughters. Moab was a child from this incest.
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Moab was an enemy to Abraham’s line, Israel, at different points in history: they sought to curse Israel, refused them
hospitality, then subjected them to slavery during the time of the judges.

JEE N AE R 521 % {18 67 B0 8 2 a0 R A% 7 LAESI IO . AR E BIEEH IE LAt s, (R, 1BAE &
FlTEC A% 1 Ak



They were despised not only because of their history but their idolatry.
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They worshiped a God, Chemosh, whose worship included human sacrifice.
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They were seen as evil and not welcome in Jewish worshiping community.
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“Can this young woman Ruth, with all her cultural and historical baggage, ever be redeemed?”
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This is our question too! We all carry reminders of our brokenness. Like my cellphone and computer, if we are self aware
we know that we have “cracked up” lives.
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There are fissures that run deep into the ways we view God, ourselves, the ways we interact with others. Look how
quick we are to fear, to anger, to judgment. We've failed so often we wonder, “Can even this be redeemed?”
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What are those messy, broken places in us...in our community...in our church?
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A Commitment to Redeem.
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These 12 verses tell us redemption is possible! 13 times in Hebrew “redeem” or “redeemer” is used. Redeem has
multiple meanings. 2 are: “Payment of a price to secure release.” "buy back something that was lost."
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For these women, it will take something miraculous to redeem them. In Chapter 3 Ruth challenged Boaz with an ancient
tradition called a “kinsman redeemer.” A person who could buy back land or a house of a near relative who was in
poverty, to keep that property within the family group and maintain community stability. They desperately needed a
redeemer!
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We heard in the last chapter Boaz has the heart of a redeemer. He is willing to go beyond the letter of the law and
challenge Israel’s hatred of Moab. He also seems very interested in marrying Ruth! But there are 2 challenges-
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Challenge 1-there is a closer relative who can be the kinsman redeemer.
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Challenge 2-What will the community think? It’s one thing to see Ruth as an admirable person. It's something else
altogether to bring her into a respectable family. This could be expensive to him financially and hurt his reputation.
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You heard what he did: He takes the case to his version of the courthouse, the city gates. He gathers the witnesses and
the nearest relative who can be that kinsman redeemer.
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In the Scripture we heard, Boaz calls him “friend,” but the Hebrew sounds like “Peloni AlImoni.” Not really a name, but
two Rhyming words like “Joe Schmoe.” We might call him Mr. “what’s his name”. That will be important later.
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| love this story. While there certainly are some cultural elements lost to history, there is also a human element in Boaz.
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| picture him thinking: “I really want to marry Ruth...how can | get the other guy to let me?” It’s almost sneaky how he
presents it.
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“Listen Peloni Almoni, there’s this simple matter of acquiring Naomi’s land.”
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The other guy says “sure, I'll take it.”
MM NGER: T4, MILHEET. |
Boaz says... “well, there’s another small matter, the widow comes with the land. You raise crops on Naomi’s land, you
need to bring a son into the world to continue the family line.”
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The other guy was like “Woah!” ...And Boaz has his chance.
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Boaz’ words of redemption may sound a little surprising to you. Not the romantic words we see in love stories or
wedding vows:
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“10| have also acquired Ruth the Moabite Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with
his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown.”
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He speaks of “acquiring” Ruth and continuing the name of Elimelech. But remember we are in an ancient culture. Don’t
judge him by 21 c. vision of equality. Boaz is acting as a redeemer for Ruth, Naomi and the whole family line.
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And the inspired author of the book of Ruth wants to show approval of Boaz’ work of redeeming. And he does it by
naming. Names are critical in Scripture. Boaz is redeeming this broken family. A family that has been nameless since
Ruth 1:2. But now Elimelech, Mahlon and Kilion are all named once again in vs 9 with Naomi after their names almost
died out. “Today you are witnesses that | have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon.” The
crack in the Community is restored. The redemption has begun.
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Far from being offended that Boaz is set to marry a Moabite, the community blesses him, prays for her to be a matriarch
like the mothers of the 12 tribes of Israel and declares Boaz’ name will be known in Bethlehem.
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But the other fellow, that guy, Peloni Almoni, Mr. What’s his name? his name disappears. He had the opportunity to part
of a great redemption story; but he missed out. Did you know that you could be a part of the great redemption story of
every person you come across?
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Where does this redemption lead in Ruth and Naomi’s lives? Fast forward just over 9 months and Naomi has a child on
her knee. The family line is restored and the community is celebrating. All Naomi’s old women friends gathered around.
Her friends bless her like the community blesses Boaz and Ruth.
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There’s one last name...The women name him “Obed”, which means “serve or worship”. They say this boy will “renew”
and “nourish” Naomi. This is God’s answer to the questions we started with. Can broken things be restored? Yes! It’s in
God'’s character! Naomi’s great great grandson, king David will use the same descriptors for God.
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“Renews your life”-Psalm 23:2 and 3-He leads me beside still waters, He renews my soul!
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Nourish...Psalm 5522 Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain or Nourish you.
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We need to hear the good news in this text for our lives, in our time. There’s another name celebrated in Bethlehem.
One who redeems-our family roots, issues, our tragedies and our sins. Jesus meets us right in the middle of our mess.
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The author of the astonished heart writes. “He comes to us in the brokenness of our health, in the shipwreck of our
family lives, in the loss of all possible peace of mind, even in the very thick of our sins. He saves us in our disasters, not
from them...he meets us all in our endless and inescapable losing.”
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In your broken places, in your messes, Listen to these words of God, some of his last words in the Bible. Revelation 21:5
“Look, | am making everything new!” May God give you courage to open your heart to let him renew the broken places
in you today.
FEVRRBAE I TT, EARIRELC , GEICHEIE Loz H AP EhGE, MR B RIZ ST, ok 21 &5 8: [F
W, FRAF— DTSSR 1o | BEARAS R ILBH O BRI BB A, I Rt AE A R SRR DY FE P A BB (1) 10 7



