Rough copy of sermon - Ruth 3; Trinity Baptist Church, Pastor Lee Boehm, July 23, 2023.

Today’s Bible passage, Ruth chapter 3, centers around a marriage proposal.
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It is a very strange marriage proposal, at least in our culture.
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| certainly don’t recommend to any of our single people that they would sneak into
someone’s room at night and uncover their feet!
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| don’t think that will be a good foundation for a happy marriage.
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But we must admit that methods of proposing marriage vary greatly from culture to culture,
and that some methods seem very strange.
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There was a time in our culture when it was appropriate to propose marriage by a written
letter, especially when great distances separated the couple involved.
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More recently, some have proposed marriage by a quick text message.
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| don’t recommend either of these methods.
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Some people are very public about their marriage proposals, while some are very private.
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I’'m sure you’ve heard of people proposing marriage on the giant screen during a sporting
match.
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One friend of mine, a pastor, proposed marriage to his girlfriend during a sermon.

W —R AR, — A Akhm, FERETE B IREg m) At 1) 2 ACRES T .

It was a long, poetic, perhaps theological, marriage proposal.
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His girlfriend apparently couldn’t help herself -- and roared with laughter through the entire,
long-winded, very public proposal.
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But she did say yes, and now, some 30 years later, they are still married.
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On the other hand, | was very private about proposing to Sandra.
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| don’t think | told anyone that | was going to propose, and | certainly didn’t tell anyone
when and where | would do so.
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| arranged a special dinner date for just the two of us at the restaurant at the top of Grouse
Mountain.
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| knew that she wouldn’t be able to get away very quickly!
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But then the previous Sunday someone almost ruined the surprise.
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Another couple in Sandra’s church got engaged at the very same location, just a week
before | was going to propose.
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But | went ahead with the plan.
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Sandra later told me when she heard about this other couple, she had a thought that maybe
| would also propose on Grouse Mountain, but she dismissed it, because | take forever to
make important decisions.
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So after dinner we went out to a private spot on the snow.
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While we embraced | asked her to put her hand in my coat pocket.
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She did so, and discovered a ring.
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My memory is kind of a blur after that, but | do remember that she said “yes”!
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And, by the way, we just celebrated our 315 wedding anniversary this past Tuesday. So |
guess my proposal method was OK.
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Cultural practices around proposals, engagements, and even marriage ceremonies, often do
not translate well into other cultures.
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Similarly, it is often difficult to translate certain words into just a single word in another
language.

IERNSE, EANFEEE S 2 BRI e, A L g 1R S P — ] B e 251 %

Many of you will know this fact better than | do, because you are bilingual, or even multi-
lingual.
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One word may carry a wide variety of meanings, which do not correspond to any single
word in another language.

—EFER LA A2 E R, IE A BRI R R ) — MR S

The same is true of many words in the original Biblical languages such as Hebrew and Greek.
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Some Biblical words need several English words to express their full meaning.
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One of those words is perhaps the most important word in the book we’re looking at today.
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It is the Hebrew word “hesed”, and it is featured at crucial points in the book of Ruth.
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It is translated throughout the Bible by using several different English words.
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You will recall the line in Psalm 23, verse 6, which in the New International Version says,
“surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life”.
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The word “love” in this translation is “hesed” in Hebrew.
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But you may be aware that other translations of this same verse say “goodness and mercy
will follow me”.
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When | was a child, we used to sing a line from Psalm 63:3, which said “Thy lovingkindness is
better than life”.
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“Loving kindness” is also translation of “hesed’.

Last Sunday we sang the most repeated line in the entire book of Psalms, “His love endures
forever”.
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God’s enduring love is “hesed”. Hesed is not just any kind of love — it is loyal, faithful,
enduring love.
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It is not merely a feeling; “hesed love” is active, committed love.
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The word “hesed” is used most often to refer to God’s love to people, as he keeps a
covenant with them. “Hesed” is covenant-keeping love.
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But to understand “hesed”, we need to understand the book of Ruth.
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The book of Ruth is the story of God’s “hesed love” in the lives of real people.
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Although Ruth is probably the greatest human hero (or heroine) in this story, the story is
really about Naomi, and how her life is transformed by God’s “hesed love”.
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In the first chapter, Naomi describes herself as “empty” (1:9).
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Her husband has died, her sons have died, and she is an exile in enemy territory.
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She has nothing. But that’s not quite true. God hasn’t given up on Naomi.
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And Naomi still has the tenaciously loyal love, the hesed love, of her daughter-in-law Ruth.
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And through the loyal hesed love of Ruth, and later of Boaz, Naomi is brought from being
“empty” in chapter 1, to “not empty” in today’s passage, to “full” at the end of the book.
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The book of Ruth tells the story of how God’s hesed love redeems Naomi, but it also tells
the story of how God uses human agents as instruments of his hesed love.
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In fact, the narrator of the book of Ruth never once mentions God’s activity.
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The narrator only mentions the activity of the human characters.
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However, God’s activity is all over this book.
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He is working in the background, using the hesed love of human characters to transform
each other’s lives.
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In fact, each one of us here is a beneficiary of the hesed love shown by Ruth, Naomi, and
Boaz, for in the book’s conclusion we learn that the actions of these 3 characters leads
eventually to Jesus Christ entering our world.
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God’s hesed love, shown by everyday people, transforms lives, and changes the world.
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| believe that the turning point in this story, in Naomi’s story, is found in last week’s chapter,
chapter 2, verse 20.
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After Ruth shows so much hesed love for Naomi;
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after Ruth followed Naomi from Moab to Bethlehem;
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after Ruth pledged her undying commitment to Naomi, saying: “where you go | will
go...where you die, | will die...” (1:16-17);
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after Ruth took initiative to keep Naomi from starvation by going out to glean for food;
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after Boaz protected Ruth, blessed her, and made sure that she collected a very generous
amount of grain;
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after all these acts of hesed love, Naomi’s heart finally re-awakens from her bitter state.
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God’s hesed love, shown by Ruth and Boaz, finally melts her frozen heart.
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So now, in chapter 3, we see Naomi step up and show hesed love to Ruth.
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In verse 1, Naomi finally takes initiative, and sets in motion a plan for Ruth’s future.
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Naomi acts out of loving concern for Ruth’s long-term well-being.
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Naomi says “My daughter, | must find a home for you, where you will be well provided for”.
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Why does she say this? Ruth already has a home with Naomi.

Ui ARG R ? AT ARSI =K — MK T .

But Naomi, being older, realizes that she will likely die long before Ruth does, in which case
Ruth will be left alone as a foreign widow, without land, without income, and without
family.
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How can Naomi show hesed love to Ruth? What does she have to offer?
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She is destitute herself. She could sell her land, but how long would that money last?
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What Naomi does have to offer is experience and cultural awareness.
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Naomi explains to Ruth how to find a good husband in that cultural situation.
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To us it is a very strange method.

WM S, &2 TRAERITE.

As | said earlier, | do not recommend to anyone that they sneak into someone’s room at
night and uncover their feet!
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But in that culture it was both appropriate and effective.
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Naomi uses her cultural understanding to help Ruth find a good husband, so that Ruth can
become a member of that society, and so that Ruth will find a life-long home where she will
be loved and provided for, even after Naomi herself passes away.
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Naomi is has been awakened by God’s hesed love, shown to her by Ruth and Boaz, and now
she takes initiative.
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Naomi herself now becomes an agent of God’s hesed love, and extends that love to Ruth.
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How will Ruth respond to such odd advice? Will she trust Naomi with this strange plan?
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Ruth once again responds with hesed love.
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Ruth’s hesed love is marked by loyalty and trust towards Naomi.
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And it is a bold love. Ruth steps out courageously, taking a great risk.
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Ruth could have dismissed Naomi’s advice as strange and unfitting for herself.
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She could have gone about things her own way.
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She might have tried to act seductively.
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But instead she trusts Naomi, and embarks on what must have seemed to be a very risky
plan.
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At that time in history, it must have seem very dangerous for a woman to set out at night to
visit the camp of a man, alone.
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Even if Boaz acted properly, he might reject Ruth’s proposal and turn her away.
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But Ruth was tenaciously loyal to Naomi, and she trusted her advice.
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It was not only the night-time visit that was risky.
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It took great courage to make this particular proposal of marriage, and Ruth was very bold
about how she expressed it.
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We read that “In the middle of the night” (vv.8) Boaz was startled, and awoke, and found
Ruth lying there.
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What would Ruth say? Ruth says something that is very bold.
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She says, “spread the corner of your garment over me” (v9).
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The word “corner” here is actually the same Hebrew word translated as “wings” in chapter
2, verse 12.

B as FLEN S 2 5 B 1 2 80 1) R R — 08 A A R A R R 5

In that verse, Boaz had blessed Ruth, saying “May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge”.
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This blessing was like a prayer.
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Boaz had in effect prayed that God would protect Ruth under his wings.
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Now Ruth turns Boaz’s own words back to him, and challenges him to be the answer to his
own prayer.
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Ruth says, in effect, “cover me with your own wings. Be the agent of God’s hesed love to
me. You prayed that God would protect me and care for me. So protect me and care for
me yourself.”
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Ruth’s hesed love is courageous.
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She trusts Naomi’s plan, and she trusted that God would somehow take care of her.
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And so she becomes an agent of God’s hesed love by acting boldly, trusting the good advice
springing from Naomi’s hesed love.
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We might expect Boaz to be put off by Ruth’s boldness.
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We might expect him to say “who do you think you are?”
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She is, after all, a woman of the lowest social standing, proposing marriage to a wealthy and
influential man.
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At best, we would expect him to politely send her home.
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But Boaz recognizes something special in Ruth.
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In verse 10 he says that “this kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier”.

FEE 108, ARERE]: “URIZ AR ERR L e E L. 7

The word kindness here is “hesed”.
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Boaz sees that Ruth acts boldly because of hesed love.
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In fact, he sees it as an even greater expression of hesed than when she followed Naomi all
the way from Moab to Bethlehem.
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He recognizes that Ruth could have sought other eligible men for marriage besides him.
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He realizes that Ruth has proposed to him because he is Naomi’s guardian redeemer.
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He can redeem Naomi’s land, and more importantly, he can redeem Naomi’s family line.
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He sees that Ruth’s proposal is intended to bless Naomi, and redeem her family.
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Boaz, perhaps to everyone else’s surprise, accepts Ruth’s bold marriage proposal.
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And here’s why: In verse 11, he affirms, along with the whole town, that Ruth is a woman of
“noble character”.
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As Pastor Silas pointed out last Sunday, this is the same term used to describe the woman of
Proverbs 31.
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Boaz has seen Ruth’s repeated acts of hesed love, and has noticed that she is a woman with
“noble character”.
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So now Boaz responds to Ruth’s hesed love with his own expression of hesed love.
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Boaz shows God’s hesed love by acting with integrity and generosity.
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Although he is clearly a man of high standing, he is humble, in fact he seems to think that
there are other, more eligible, potential husbands available for Ruth.
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Though Boaz is wealthy and influential, he is humble, and he blesses and affirms this poor,
foreign widow.
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He is not so influenced by his wealth and prestige to not see quality character in someone
who ranks far beneath him.
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Boaz is a man of integrity.
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He could have easily exploited Ruth’s vulnerable position when she visited him.
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He acted with integrity and purity when no one else was watching.
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Boaz makes a promise to Ruth, that he will do all he can to marry her and redeem Naomi’s
family line.
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And as we’ll see next week, Boaz keeps his promise.
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However, even though he wants to marry Ruth, he shows incredible integrity to submit
himself to what is proper, both legally and cuIturaIIy
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He explains to Ruth that someone besides him may have the legal right of first refusal.
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he is patient enough to await that person’s decision and abide by it.
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Can you imagine?
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Coming to the decision that you want to marry someone, and then being willing to let them
go simply because of a legal requirement?
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Boaz is a person of exceptional integrity.
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But Boaz is not uncaring.
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He does not toss Ruth and Naomi’s plight aside because of this legal technicality.
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He continues to show generous hesed love to Ruth and Naomi whatever the legal outcome.
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Boaz shows hesed in a very practical way — by not sending Ruth away empty-handed.
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Boaz fills Ruth’s robe with grain.
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The meaning of this act was not lost on Naomi.
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She understood what Boaz was saying with this gift.
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This generous gift of grain is a pledge that he will do all he can to fulfill his promise.
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He will do all he can as a guardian-redeemer to carry out God’s hesed love for them.
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He will do all he can to help both Ruth and Naomi have a secure future.
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He has noticed the hesed love of Ruth and Naomi.
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Now Boaz responds by showing hesed love to them.
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Boaz shows this hesed love by acting with integrity and with generosity.
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God is transforming the lives of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz by his hesed love.
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I’'m leaving you with a cliff-hanger!
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Tune in next week, as our guest preacher, Matt Kitchener, brings us the spine-tingling
conclusion of this story.
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Of course, you can always read it for yourself.

ER, VR DUEAR TR R H © X3 E .

The book of Ruth is a picture of how God transforms common, everyday lives.
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He redeems us from the most bitter of circumstances.
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But he often does so through how we show hesed love to one another.
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The narrator of Ruth never mentions God doing anything!
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But God works powerfully through everyday people to show his hesed love to one another.
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So let’s be agents of God’s hesed love to one another.
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Let’s take initiative to seek one another’s best long-term interests.

AR TRAM A Bl A I R R R AR AR

Let’s have tenacious loyalty.
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Let’s trust those who have shown themselves to be agents of God’s love and wisdom.
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Let’s always act with generosity toward others.
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Let’s always act with integrity, especially when no one but God is looking.
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And when we know that something is right, that it is what God wants for this time and
place, let’s act with holy boldness to show hesed love to others.
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For this is the kind of love that Jesus has shown to us.
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He was bold enough, generous enough, tenaciously loyal enough, to lay down his life for us.
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As Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
(John 15:13).
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Let us show hesed love to one another, let’s put other’s interests ahead of our own.
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As we do so, God will transform us, and those around us, by his hesed love.
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Amen.

BT P



