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From July 2th to July 8th, 12 of us youth and leaders were in Kelowna for
SERVE.

MN7TH2H2I7H8H, AT 12 4 EFFMEFIMAEIIEINZSIN I SERVE
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SERVE is a week-long summer camp where youth groups from different CBWC
churches come together to serve the Lord in a community.
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A, X ERAR

This service is done through a number of different volunteering works.

X T S G I V2 AN ) ) S S8 AR SE A o

Some groups were assigned cleaning duties of various places.

— LG NHBIR Z AN [R] b T A S AR

Some groups did meal preparation.

— 8/ N RGBT

Some did light construction.

—E N\ TR IR TR

Some were painting.

— B N FEHCR Il o

Some assisted in various social care programmes.

— 8 NP A AL 2 e PR R

And so on and so forth.

WA

For us, we spent the week working at Helen’s Acres, a farm owned by a Christian
foundation.

MmRATNAE Helen's Acres R TAE 17—, X£&—MHEEHEESIAHK
Yy

Within Helen’s Acres, there are a number of non-profit organisations using the
shared land.

AR E, —SARE M H IR I T,

They grow fruits and vegetables.
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They keep ducks and chickens for eggs.

fib AT AL B RS Y

While we were there, we learned about farming.
FETRE, AT ATER P 1 g -

We pulled out weeds.

HATERIE

We removed rocks from the field.

M B FHE AR,

We harvested raspberries, carrots, and onions.

PATGR T BHE T A% MR

We picked flowers and made flower bouquets.

PAHRAE, FIVETER .

After a week, we became expert gardeners and farmers.

— )5, BFATHER T 2R “E KT .

So, if you need agricultural help or advice, you know who to call.

| kid, of course.

BT, WRAR T EEARTE L RFRE Bhald i, RN 4T ik 4k 1 .
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Call at your own risk!

Hogg, Mk E !

But what’s so awesome about this is that Helen’s Acres give away everything they
harvest.

HEARN A, ARAR SR T E WGk = 2.

Be it to the Food Bank, Salvation Army, or Union Gospel Mission to help people
in need.

TR BIRGr el Rt ZEe R R AR a2, AR LA ARAT T H =35
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The Lord is doing amazing works through them and we got to be a part of it.
TR AT W TR, RIS AS5HA

Today, we are exploring Ruth chapter 2.

SR, WATERPT R (BEAID) 56 2 &

And similar to our SERVE week, much of this chapter also took place in a field
during harvest.
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It is a fascinating chapter full of God's providence and the truth of the gospel.
KRG ANPER T, 780 1 B B UM AR & ) 23

Do feel free to follow along in your bible.

TR UHE S IR A

In chapter 1, we learned that Naomi and Ruth had just returned to Bethlehem from
Moab.

FEEE 1 Erh, FRATAS RN SRR A5 I A EE $1 4 [ (3 )
They were widows, having lost their husbands and sons.

AR TR, RETIR, RETILT.
At this point in the story, they are in need.

MR — f b, a AR 1 21 R Je Bl A B .

In need of physical necessities.

ATER T N =

And more importantly, in need of hope, care, and redemption.

EEZME, WATFHZEARRK. R

Verse 128 1%

From the getgo in verse 1, we are introduced to Boaz.
XEER 1A 4 1 B i

Boaz was a relative of Elimelek, Naomi’s late husband.

DB ] 7 FEAROK L IR BARK B 25 B o

We have no idea how they are related.
FATTCEAF RAbA T ERERISR B 2R

Some say that Boaz was Elimelek’s nephew; some say cousins.
A N VLR 2 LAPK B AR 75 A N U2 AR b o

We don’t know for sure.

BATCVERAE

But one thing we do know is that Boaz was family, or a kinsman.
EFAFN R — 1 FHRE, BRI AR, B 2R,
The Hebrew word used for kinsman is Goel.

BEAEAE “OR)E 7 BIAAARIEIAIC 2 Goel.

This word does not just speak to familial relationship.

XA AR SRR R R



It carries with it also a sense of duty.
bj\—'r_ﬁ’ﬁ %EI] /fEE/JI_A‘LJO
Boaz was a representative of the family.

P BT AT & XA SR AR A

This is something that will become very important later on in the story.

SXAE MR 5 PR AL AR R

Verses 2-3 58 2-3 5

Then, we see that Ruth asked Naomi for a permission to go out and get them some
food.

HERATER, BAEREFCKFIH LG EEYIK.

Her plan was to go to someone’s field and glean from what the harvesters left
behind.

aAT BN ZE L, s st e H 2 A

This may sound strange to us now.

XAEFATILAE T K v] REA Le ¥

But during that time, this was a practice commanded by the Law.

ELETRBANFAR, IR ARy M R0

Gleaning was God’s welfare programme.

o 22 1T B AR A TR

It was a good system that God put in place to take care of the poor.

XA b g IR S5 N ¥ S AR A 2

Leviticus 19:9-10 commanded farmers to intentionally leave some of their harvest

behind.

AIARID 19: 9-10 Wy b AR R BR; S A L T~ — 28 R

They were also commanded to not pick up the produce they drop on the ground.
73 IS At AT T AN SR o £ b B AR

This was so that the poor may pick some up and feed themselves with.

XA Tik5T N DA — LR R

Through this, the poor were challenged to work hard in order to provide for

themselves.

WA, B s NESS TR, TR E O

But at the same time, the farmers, those who were blessed with plentiful harvest

also learn how to be generous and give.

LR, KL, MEERGHE. FERE AR S TanmEgtS .

Verse 3 tells us that Ruth went out into a field to work for food.
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And this field happened to belonged to Boaz, her kinsman.
T3 BRI P B 2 5 o] 7 b 255 PR PR 3

Was this a coincidence?

XTI E?

Was it like the closest field to where she was living?

PRI A 1 i Ak A ?

Was it the largest field with the most grains to be picked up?
WYX R B K — 22 tth, A2 42

Or was it a particularly shady field with many trees in it so she could work in the
shade?

WA R EWIRKZH, FOARZH, da DERRE Fo57E?
Whatever the reason may be, Ruth did not know whose field she was working in.
ANE SR DRG0ART,  BRASHER AN R it A2 VR b B Fa 22 Ak

To her, this was totally by chance.

XK, X TE R TR A

But we know that this was not by chance at all.

EFATENE, XFAREINTEEANAZIHAN

Here, we begin to see glimpses of God's providence.

FEX R, FATTT B L5

In his wisdom and love, God cares for and directs all things in the universe.
AR AR Z T, B WO S T R A Y.

It was God’s hand that guided Ruth to Boaz’s field, not chance.

FE A T 5 U R AT R B B A B, T ARAE AR

The reality of life in this good but broken world is not easy.
FEIXAS AP A A B, B SE AR R AE 5

We often have to face difficult circumstances and uncertainties.
FATTZ T ANFAN IR R HE ) 175 0 A0 AN 22 B D 5

We struggle with present circumstances.

FATT S MR AT B A 4

We worry about the future and what may come.
BATTHRPEAR AN AT B A A R

| encourage you to continue to trust in the Lord.

AN BRI ASFE L .

Trust that he is sovereign.

BRI EERRFE.



He cares for you.

fAEF-I5R

He is the one holding you in his hand.
R AR is B R 32 55

Verses 4-7 58 4-7 5

Verse 4 tells us that just then, Boaz arrived at the field.

94N EYRRAT, IEAEIXES, R E] T A

After greeting his workers, he asked the head worker about Ruth.
s ) NSO S5, A A ) N9 T B A5 PR 1O
She’s the Moabite woman that came back with Naomi, he said.
AN, bR AT AR — S B U Y EE I N

She asked if she could glean some grains here in the field.

i ] 2 5 AT AR FH L — S A

She came in this morning and had worked until now.

AR —Rgick 1, —EHiBIIAE.

And oh, she also stopped and rested for a bit in the house.

i, s ROk, fERETEER =)L

Clearly, The head worker had been keeping an eye on Ruth.
L A HAME MG,

He knew who she was.

(UPSIBER (P Eii

He saw what she was doing.

fihE B AL 4

He remembered what she said.

At IS i ) 3

Our young adult group meets on Sunday evenings.

PATH T F N T H I FER 2.

Last Sunday, we talked about the topic of evangelism.
EAER, BATRE] AAEE BT

Praying for and sharing the gospel with our family and friends.
NIRRT RN IR A8 TR 15

Throughout the discussion, we were reminded time and again that how we live
matters.

EREANHE T, E—RMREEIAT, FAERHIREE,
Each one of us here live among people who do not yet know Jesus.
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Might be our family members, friends, or co-workers.

I TAT B R AT KN . IR B F

Make no mistake, people around us are watching.
ZIoEEN], JHEI NEAEEAE AT

Whether we know it or not, we are ambassadors of Jesus under inspection.
ANEBATRGRIE, FATHGZ AN NS H EHRER )
People see how we treat one others.

MATE B ATAATAH A

They see how we serve.

A B FATAAT

They see how we deal with issues and challenges in times of need.
B B FAT T AT £ AR R S X i) Bk K o

And just as important, they also see our response in times of joy.
[FIRE RS, AT E BI3RATHE BRI A N .

Let how we live reflect Christ.

AT A IE 7 SREEL H IS B T 5

Let what we say and what we do go hand in hand.
EIRATHT S P Bl — 2

That our deeds may confirm the gospel that we speak.

HREE,  FRATHIAT A AT LLAIRA T BT AR AR & VR IIE

| pray that we will continue to faithfully seek the Lord and ask him to work in the
lives of those around us.

REALBATIR L O TR T, KEATATEE A A i FE T

Verses 8-9 38 8-9F5

After that, we see that Boaz then went and talked to Ruth.

Z e, BAVE BBy 3 25 MR ASAR 1

He said to her a few things and these are very interesting.

fbxf b LR, XA R IRERA

He told her to stay in his field with all the women working there.
fth 35 VRl B AR AR AR S R A 17— 4k
He told her that he told the men not to lay a finger on her.
TURAE, AR5 N AN TR G

And he told her that when she is thirsty, go get something to drink.
TR, W D, T RAPERAR AT REIK .



Isn’t that incredible?

XA RARA AT EL?

Boaz meeting Ruth, a foreigner and a stranger, for the first time.

PR 26— I LBk, — D AMHIBEAE N

She had nothing to offer him.

oA BT 25 AT 4

And at this point in the story, there is no evidence of a romantic interest between
them.

FERCR R — 5 b, A IR R AT 2 T8 s BRI HR
More than that, this was during the time of the judges.
ANk, RFRAE LI HIIAR,

The period in Israel history where everyone did whatever they saw fit.
AR DLES s b & MERTTAT” BIRAR.

He had no ulterior motives to show Ruth such amazing kindness.

5 e B35 A e ) P o ) B A R R N 3

He certainly was no obligate to act in such a way.

il IR S5 IX AL

Yet, that was exactly what he did.

SR, AR IE RAh T .

He showed kindness and compassion.

bR B ¥ RANETE Z o

Behind all of these blessings Ruth was experiencing was God’s providence at
work.

AR IR T A IR AR S o, I LI,

He cared for her.

AL A

Not only did God guided her to Boaz’s field.

FAN 5] A0 2] 35 Bo] S ) FH B

But she was also being treated with respect and dignity.

Ik It 57 3 R E AT B XA

She received companionship from the women working in the field.

WA 2 7 AE H ) TS B AT B RS

She received protection from some men that might take advantage of her.
RS WIS =Y N = Ay K (N U DN RS

This is huge given the time period and the culture.

A0S N S AR SO S, XS e AN RN E



She also received refreshment from the water that she was invited to drink.
fth i M 3238 R K AR 2B TAR IR R
A small yet vital and meaningful gesture.

XAARNAA B R RN

There’s this one story that I’ve told many times before.

A — IR LT PRI IR 2 1K

But I will do it again.

(B FAIAE I —TF.

Because it is a good story of God’s providence and faithfulness.
KX fE ok 1 B A 37 545 SER SR g

Also because | am in it.

[EAES PES ¥ e ns L

Starring God, but I’m in it too.

HA M bar, Edm7E R,

You guys know that | came to Canada knowing absolutely nobody.
HALHERRITE, FORBINE R EAANVUET A

No family no relatives no friends.

BERN, BEFRB, BEIK.

The only connection | had was our church.

AN AE—A R R JATT Zess

| was like Ruth here in many ways.

AR BAR 2 7 AR 15— FE

And you guys were like Boaz.

T ARAT AR I ] B 6

You invited me into this family and became my brothers and sisters, uncles and
aunties.

T ALIBIE TIE NIX AN KK SE, NI S B AR, BB 8
You offered me protection in a form of an intern house.

US> A A A 7 O IRARAE 1 ORI

A house that protected me from the elements and also from bankruptcy.
IXAE ORI 32 H I RTIb,  0 50 52 W0 OB P 2 3

You also refreshed me with so much good food.

PRATIE TR 2 b e R B VDb IR B A )

Something that I tried to burn off before the wedding.

o e 1) 5 T 2 R P LR U AL AT )

Throughout the past almost 5 years, I have never stop experiencing God’s care
through you.
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| have no doubt that each one of us here have stories like this.
WEAWEE, FAEER R — MG T XA
Stories of God’s providence in our lives.

2 [y B RATT A A A

We’ve experienced it before.

FATLLRT & i

So, continue to trust him, especially when times are tough.

B DAt Z2 4k 22 5 Sefth,  JUHRAEXR AR IR 21 o

He will take care of you.

fth =& AR o

Verses 10-13 28 10-13 %5

So, Boaz gave Ruth all these instructions and showed her such kindness.
Wk s T A3 A X et oR, R I AR ORI =2 .

Ruth then response and listen here to what she said.

FEAF TR T RN, T W A AR X B B AR T

She said, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me - a
foreigner”.

wht: <IRBERIMBN, EBAZZIRIIE, XFEBHEe? ”

Notice her attitude in what she said.

TEVE R MU I S

Notice her humility.

ol P TR

Notice her thanksgiving heart.

At 2% BB oL o

We know that life had not been easy for Ruth.
HAVHITERRAF LG A S o

She lost her father in law and brother in law.

R 2 7RSO R o

She lost her husband.

wR%E TR,

She was a foreigner away from home in a place with a history of hostility.

AT HE 2 HISNIBN, I RAER O 1 LT .



Yet, her question was not “Why are all these terrible things happening to me?”
SR, At i) AN B A A R H R FA R e S 72 7

She had all the reasons in the world to ask this.

ith 58 4> B X ]

She also didn’t say “It’s about time someone noticed me”.

WA U, CRBMEIZA AR ER T . 7

“I’ve been through a lot so now give me what I deserve”.

“RIEE TIRZ, BAER RGP PRIk 1.

No.

U A XA UL

Instead, she asked “Why are all these good things, all these kindness shown to
me?”

MG MR R <N A A XS, rE R AR e “
“Why have I found such favour in your eyes?”

PN A SAEVRIR X FES R ?

This speaks volume to Ruth’s character.

RXFE Y TR A

How about us?

ARFA e 2

How do we respond to life’s challenges and injustices?
TRATTZ AT ST ARV B BR AR AN AN A 2

What is our attitude?

AT B 3 ey 2

Do we get to the complaining first?

AR HBAE S ?

Or do we get to giving thanks first?

i A SR B AE S ?

Remembering that at the end of everything, God is in control.
AEE, EAFERREL, #A LW aEEE.

He cares.

b AEF-HAT.

So, then Boaz told Ruth that he knew about all that she had done for her mother in
law.
VR B R VRS, Ath i oy B R — V)

And here in verse 12, it was almost as if Boaz was praying for Ruth.
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He said,

{IERTE

“May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded

by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”
“IRERFNAEIR AR BT AT I B G IR . IRRIEEIR AN e — DLt 7w BB, BB AR

A . 7

Ruth was a new convert to the God of Israel.

AT AT LIS BB IR

Boaz, we assume, had been following God for much longer.

FRATAG I8 ] i R A ) P[] AR AR 22

That’s why this is such a beautiful image.

XA RAR N 42 W S 4 T R R

To see someone who have been walking with God affirm, comfort, and encourage

another who had just came to know God.

PAVE B RIS EAT N 228 Sdih—DRIGRA A

In many ways, Ruth is like a new believer.
HAFEVEZ 7 AR — B4 .

Have you noticed that?

TRiERE] 7 g?

She left her old life, home, family, and faith behind.
MR IH A K KEMEMEES G-
She embraced her new life.

a1 E SRR

She entered into a new place.

HEEN T —ASE ) E

She is learning and growing in her new faith.

WAESE ST, IR IR A P R

That is why I think there is much we can learn Boaz.
Xt N ATy, BATTAT A BT SR %
For those of us older Christians.

JE XS A i L2 BB AR 1t

Mature in our faith and firm in our relationship with God.
PATEED e, £5 Earp)oc i EAER.

For us, we should imitate Boaz in how we relate to younger Christians.

XFEATTRAE, BATN GBS F R AFTERI R &R



Affirm them in their decision to follow Christ.

0% S AAT T PR E BB ) TR

Encourage and spur them onward as they pursue Jesus.

Sl BUARATT TR AR SR _EAkEHTAT

And comfort them in times of trials and challenges.

[ s A 2% B ARk AR S AT

There may be someone among us right now who is here for the first time.
WVFEAE AT 5 — R 21X B AAERAT T 18]

Someone who recently decided to leave their old life behind and follow after Jesus.
BRI EI T IHAW, EREEERERHIA .

Let’s follow the example of Boaz.

FATTE TP B R R

Let’s follow the example of Jesus.

P TE AL A ER AT

Verses 14-16 5 14-16 75

After this conversation between Boaz and Ruth, the scene shifted to meal time.
FE W] S AR A IR IR TE I, st A8 3 1 e AR It Ta)
Everyone had been working all morning.

K HRHE | HEHE— B

The work was physically demanding.

X — TR T A Sy TAE .

The sun was hot.

ERARRIIHZ N

Now, it was time to eat.

PLAE R | HZ RN TE] 1

A time everyone looked forward to.

XA NNARH LY H S Z1 o

| know this because | experienced it a few weeks ago at SERVE.
TR — AL, B U ETE SERVE £ 13 .

We all were looking forward to 12:00 pm lunch time.
FATTER WY & vh R 12 fUH) A2 1]

Anyway, Boaz invited Ruth to come eat.
ANETERE, WS i g 13 K na b

We’re told that he offered her bread to dip into wine vinegar.

PAMTH, bz b gL, S ib S .



That sounds very sour to me but this was considered good food in that time.
PR, XUTEERIRIR, HIXAEAA AN 2T Y.

After that, he also offered her a seat at the table with the harvesters.

ZJa, ALk a e SR N B S5

Something that gleaners weren’t generally allow to do.

X Fa A I A HEVR IR

So, Ruth sat down and ate some more roasted grains.

TR, EARAATR, Nz | — bR () 22

She was satisfied and even kept some leftovers.

w1, HLRIEH B R.

Ruth went back to work after the meal.

FE A e X e & AR T .

Here, we see how Boaz went one step further in showing Ruth kindness and care.
X HL, JRATE B3 B S anfe] ) 28 45 5 H BRI 2 OCHE

He instructed his men to allow Ruth to not just glean from the field but outright
take some from the pile they already harvested.

fbmy AR N, LEREAF AN LA 224, 3 AT DL 32 ABATTISCHR 1) 22 41 FL 4
B

Not only that, he even told his men to essentially become bad workers for a while.
B AN, A2 S YR AAE — BN ) BLad e TAE AR .

In verse 16 he told his men to pull some stalks from the bundle and just
purposefully drop them on the ground so Ruth can pick them up.

FE2 16 T, ARy AN ANMFRAL I — Lo i, WossE , iRERS
KA o

Boaz went to extreme length to show kindness to Ruth.

YA i ] AT R B R O F T AREL

We see in his action, provision and protection.

FAEA AT B B BB AR 5 IR

Does this remind you of someone?

KAERAER] A A2

Friends, this is the gospel of Ruth.

FRAATT, 32 A5 AR R

This story is not mainly about Ruth, Boaz, Naomi, or anyone else.

X EYHAR) FEEAGZ AT R, O AT AT A .
This story is about God.
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In this story, we come to see Jesus Christ and what he did for us on the cross.
MIXAS e B, AR BIHR SR B AR+ 28 F o ERAT i — V.
As Boaz showed Ruth a kindness that went beyond the letter of the law by
allowing her to glean right from the middle of his harvest.

E By 7 1) B 4 R HAZ 2O, AT REENE T RNARI SR OC, SR A
ACSR F A B il ER A

Jesus, likewise, showed us grace and mercy that goes far beyond the law says.
[FIRE,  HR SR ) A T s 1 gl - i i ) SR 5 4440

The law says that sinners deserve punishment and death.

(EPRIE YNSRI DAY

Instead, Jesus gave us forgiveness and life.

FHR R AN 25 A1 58 40 5 A i

As Boaz invites Ruth to sit at his table; to eat and be satisfied.

TEAR B R i TR et A9 AR AE AL ) S 1T, ANMg Bz 1

Jesus likewise invites us to his table.

HIR S A1, [R5 TR 15 AT T AR Ath PR IS

To take part in his death and resurrection.

HihFELE, RS,

To be in an intimate relationship with him.

2H 5MRER KRR

And to be satisfied by the living water, that is the Holy Spirit.

G K ——28 R —— M3 2

All we need to do is ask for it.

PATT T B R R~ 3K

Just as Ruth did.

R S FETE K

Verses 17-18 28 17-18 45

When evening came, Ruth prepared all that she gleaned and went home.
FERIT 7, BRASHT 1A BRI PTE 28, St 1.

We are told in verse 17 that she brought home about 13 kilograms of grain.
517 WA VREAT, W R A 4 13 A TR ZE R

That’s quite a lot!

TS AE A |

Not only that, she also brought home some leftover food for Naomi as well.



Ak, did oy K A T — SRR R

l, too, have a lot of experience with leftover food.

W HIRZ R AT -

After different gatherings, | often find myself in possession of my next meal.
ESEMESE, REFERKIWECH T NI,

Leftover food had been such a huge blessing in my life.

T S A A B — KA

It is funny and true!

ARG, AR

So not only did we see that Boaz’s kindness and generosity was a blessing to Ruth.
[FIRE, FRATAMEE BT HT A28 IRIE S R A HORUAR
Ruth herself now became a blessing to Naomi through the leftover she brought
home for her.

FEAF AN SR Wt iy [ R R, O O B RAR .
This reminds me of Genesis 12, the story of God and Abraham.
ik ARG 12 &,  Eag AR H 2 R

O (SE A S (XA A

And as a result, Abraham will become a blessing to the nations.
NI(SEDASELE S CnWRPSRELIUE i B

Each one of us sitting here today are the proof of that blessing.
A RAE PRI — > NHR S X AUAR I BHALE .

As children of God, we have been blessed in so many ways.
TERMI )L L, FATCAELIEZ )77 T S5 48 -

We know and have relationship with a loving heavenly father.
PAMFR R — AL 26 B R AW S AL 1 B AR

We are blessed with talents and abilities; time and resources.
BATZAEINA AT FIRE 7, B TR BT

Let us not forget to be a blessing to others.

BATA B S O N B -

Do not let the blessings end with us.

ANZEEGUAE W AR B

Verses 19-23 2§ 19-23
Seeing all the stuff Ruth brough home, Naomi was surprised.

AR R KA ), EHCKIRIE T



Some Bible teachers say that the amount Ruth brough home that day was close to 2
weeks worth of work.

—HE UM UL,  BRAS IR R AT [ S 2R 2 A LB .

Isn’t that amazing?

X E AR R ?

Seeing all of this, Naomi asked Ruth what happened.

R —Y], FEEKFESSEAE TH A,

Where did you glean?

PRAETIR 45 22 A 2

In whose field did you glean in?

FEYE ) H HL 2

Ruth told her it was in a field belonging to Boaz.

HEAF T YR, AR R S R

After hearing this, we’re told that Naomi rejoiced and praised God.

Wr X i, AR, ERORIRE 17, Bidse L.

She told Ruth that Boaz was one of their family’s guardian-redeemers.

o RERAS, PR TR A AT SRR A e A BB 2 —

A guardian-redeemer or a kinsman redeemer is a male family member who was
responsible to act on behalf of a relative who was in danger, trouble, or need.
WP N HUBE BOR 8 RO 2 A TR TIak . RO 2 P B 2R B AT
Y 55 1k 2R il 7

Remember the term from earlier in verse 1?

EICAF AT EE 1795 Goel B Ui%&NGS ?

The same Hebrew word was used here.

XA T F AR E R

Spoilers alert, we will see how this play out later in the story.

FETE, FATRAE 5 SER S A 2R 1 W A

So after all of this, the women finished talking about what had happened that day.
XY )5, LTS T ARKERH,

And at the end, we’re told that Ruth stayed and gleaned with Boaz until the end of
harvest.

iJr, BAWEE R, B3 AR PRI B A AR, B R 4h

I love Naomi’s response here in verse 20, praising and blessing the Lord.
PEIREMAKAE 20 RIS, BESCHUFE L.

Remember this woman back in chapter one?

B EHR IR LN BRI ?



This was the same woman that wanted to be called Mara (Bitter).
ot AR AR Oy (D Y22 A

The same woman that said the Lord has afflicted her.
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The same woman that said the Lord had brought calamity upon her.
e AU PR A ) 2 N

The very same woman now praising God with joy.
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What changed?
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Naomi’s change of heart and attitude was because she again experienced the
goodness and faithfulness of God.
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She began to see again God’s plan for her and her family unfolding.
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She began to see again how all things work together for the good of those who love
God.
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She began to experience God’s renewal and restoration.
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If you are today in that place of bitterness and hopelessness.
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[ pray that Naomi’s story here reignite your hope.
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As we end, | invite us to put ourselves in the shoes of both Ruth and Boaz.
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Maybe we find ourselves in Ruth’s position.
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Perhaps things in life are not going particularly well.

AR A S T A F IR E— I XU

Perhaps there are challenges to overcome and problems to solve.
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| want to encourage us today to keep on trusting the Lord.
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Continue to seek after him.
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Continue to be faithful.
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He had brought you this far; he will not let you go.
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He loves you and he cares for you.
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Trust him.
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Maybe you find yourself in Boaz’s position.
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Perhaps there is someone in your life who is in need.
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Materially or spiritually.
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| encourage you to seek the Lord and wait on him.
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See how he wants to use you to point those in need toward Christ.
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In the Hebrew order of the Old Testament, the book of Ruth comes right after the
book of Proverbs.
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This placement was absolutely intentional.
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Because as we know, the final chapter of Proverbs, chapter 31, talks about a wife;
a woman of noble character.
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Something that Ruth embodied so organically well.
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And just like Proverbs, there is so much wisdom to be gleaned from the story of
Ruth.
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Wisdom for everyday living as followers of Christ.
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| look forward to see what the Lord has in store for us in chapter 3 next Sunday.
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Amen



