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All is Not Right, but All is Not Lost
RIREAAE, HHEMF
Ruth #%151c 1:16-18

| remember sitting in a history class in England, sometime in the mid-1970s, learning about the
18t™-century wars between Britain and France.

1045 1970 AEAAR L TRAEDEE 7 SER_25 18 (R SEER SO o8

| learned that in 1759, British General Wolfe defeated the French on the Plain of Abraham, near
Quebec City.
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| remember sitting in a geography exam in school, desperately trying to remember if Manitoba
was east or west of Saskatchewan.
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| remember learning about the St. Lawrence River and how important it was for trade and
shipping from the Great Lakes.
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But that was it.

AN AT 2

Canada was a distant country full of beaver, igloos, and lumberjacks.

IR AR KU, HR N E A, SRR T IKEMRR TN

At age 10, | had no idea that years later, I'd be living in Canada.

10 X WIRESMIE, ARSI EIKRAEE.

| became a pastor in 1989. & 1989 “EAF T 4% .

| visited Toronto in 1995 and Vancouver in 1996.

1995 FEFH Vi T 216%, 1996 i T I EF1E.,

| loved the size, the beauty, the people of Canada.

IAAEZ IR IR IR . KRS, R mE AR

It was far, far different from the cramped busyness of north-west London.
X L5 A G 6 EB B & K ST HIRAN ]

In 2001, | joined the staff of a Baptist church in Penticton, BC.

2001 5, HAZIESINT BC B EH iz (s &1 TR,

Shortly after, my wife and | became dual citizens: British and Canadian.
ARG, BRMFETH THEARS 0 BEREEAEZMERAN,
I’ll never forget my British background, but Canada is my home.
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Home. It’s a strange word for most of us, | think.

A, K7 T RANTRZ BV AT 2 1A .

Where is home? W} HL A & B 5 I ?

Is home the Philippines? & JE 4 5% ?

Is home China?#& 1 [E ?

Is home India? & E[1 /& ?

Is home Germany? /& [ ?

Is home Taiwan?/& G745 ?

When I’'m in Canada and I say, “I’'m going home”, | mean England.

FEINEER, ARyl “ERIE” , SEZERE,

When I’'m in England and | say, “I’m going home”, | mean Canada.

mEseE, i “RERE” , S-ELBINEKX.

I’'m stuck between fish and chips and Maple syrup.

Kt 2 S ANBE SR AT IR INAE 7 AR R K

But in the end, home is Maple syrup, Tim Hortons, colourful plastic currency, and buses that say
“Sorry”.
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This month, we’re going to look at one of the most amazing stories in the Bible:

XAH, BAVEERE — B XL T RS ANHENSFEZ — (B0

the story of Naomi, her daughter-in-law Ruth, and Ruth’s second husband Boaz — the Book of

Ruth.
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The story in Ruth is often portrayed as a love story with a “happy-ever-after” conclusion.
(EEAF0) HHMEE SRS R B RRE” f— M EERE.

There’s a lot of truth to this.

BB PEEEFEEE,

But it’s really a story of God’s sovereignty over ordinary lives during desperate times.

HEFEL b, KRMEAEENA, bay s 8 im A A EAT A BB

And it begins with situations and circumstances that many people in today’s world face

W — IR A 7 A VR 2 TR ) Sl A 38

— the longing for security, family, and certainty — home.

A w2 B AR AR B AR T A SR K e

It could so easily be the story of people looking for a personal “Canada”

EARE G NTFHR B SRR “InER” Kk

—a home and native land with God as the Ruler Supreme.
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Allow me to unpack this opening chapter and then let’s see how this might apply to us.

HRWEREIT (BEC) MRS —=, BEEEWMEN TEIE .

Ruth 1 describes a desperate situation. 55— Z iR [ /& —FI A EH ) 5 %

It begins, “In the days when the judges ruled...” & —FFiHELIL:  “ LI MREAIRE, 7
This not only tells us when in history this took place, but also tells us what that time was like.
EAE VFRATIZ A D7 52 E RS — I B R A B 5, W85 VR IR I AR Bt an i
It was a time of moral decay. S J& > 18y 32 H B4R

Society is crumbling, God is ignored, #+<=7EAR LS, 23240,

and, as the very last verse of Judges summarizes, “Everyone did as they saw fit.”

B (EImd) Wi — SRR, S MEETAT. 7

We think of Judges as heroes but forget that life was terrible:

BAVELITNTE vk, A1 17 am A 2R nT AR )

vengeance, idolatry, disintegration, violence against women and children, death.
FIEREI FRER . BB NIEZ M LEN RS, EET.

Israel’s spiritual life is in freefall. B {4
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What'’s more, the story of Ruth starts with a famine.

SRERER) I, BEAFHIESER T Kz s

Famine was often a sign of God’s judgement. {1375 & 7 & b 77 B H 185 .

Deuteronomy 32:24 says God will send a “wasting famine” if Israel deserts him.

(HArid) 32: 24 %, DEHIRAESIEH, MatabE T0e, a1 «“RysenE”

So, imagine the desperation of a small family —a man, his wife, and their two sons.
BATRER — T REAN DR I —— X AN BN AZE TR LT
They live in the Promised Land. 4] 143 76 N 14 2 3

They are probably farmers, but there’s a famine Al 1A GE A K, BHYLER T,
Nothing is growing.~} LA,

The husband makes a terrifying decision: leave home and travel.
PESCRIIM 7 — MR ANBIPE: R EAM S

But travel where? 2= 31|l B g ?

To the land of their enemies, to Moab. 22| | LA E AL EL I B K ——BE# b .

Moab had refused to help the Israelites on their way to the Promised Land;
DR R BE RN B4 2 7 DA IR A3 B VE 2 st (4 % ANSUAS 75 B At Al T

their king even hired Balaam to curse the Israelites.

flA T Fid e 1B = A S EARAT,

In Deuteronomy 23:3-6, the Lord warned Israel to avoid Moab.

£ CHATIc) 23: 3-6 11, HEATHEIERE il B o DA ) R et BE 4 4



How many of us here, celebrating Canada Day weekend, woke up this morning hungry?
FERMLINZE R E K H I RERE, H 20 NS RARE M TRk ?

Fires and flooding continue tragically to destroy some communities in Canada,

A KGR KRR AR ™ B RS N K JE At X,

but in Vancouver, much of the time climate change or environmental challenges can seem
remote (HAEIRAFAE, R BB H LMREIT .

What’s more, in Canada, we live in a stable democracy.

HEERZ, FEINER, RIMEEE - M EMRFEEFRE.

We can vote freely. We can speak freely. We can travel freely.

AT LB RS, AT raks, Al LLE HIRTT

We can worship freely. 341107 BL B B AR B2

Our internet accounts are not under police surveillance. AT E 5 W K 1 AN 3227 ) WA AL
Our news is not government controlled. B4 T35 T AS 32 BURF B2

Our laws are based upon due process. B4 #7243 LAFE e 1 XN A

We have so much to be thankful for. T4 TG 1R £ 3N 2% AL,

We're not desperate like Elimelek, Naomi, and their two sons, forced to move countries
TATAG AR . RIS L7 IRE S A 4a s, #iaidfe s,

because they are victims of food insecurity, climate change, political upheaval, war, and moral
social decay.

oA E 2 E AR . RUE. BURSIY . P Sl e e R E .

But to read the opening verses of Ruth brings us face-to-face with the cry of so many in our
world:

B (BAFIE) FFRIIESC, WikIATE I B2 NFIRES

refugees, migrants, homeless, victims of war, families on the brink of economic and climate
disaster.

AR BRI BRWIHER . K2 HFER . ELTTN R R AL G K
FEH] o

To read these Scriptures is to read of our world today.

PE S 6 28 S B R T 24 4 50 L.

Elimelek, Naomi, and their two sons arrive in Moab.
DARPKE) . FEHORFEATERI AN LTk 2] 1 EE HE
Life seems to go well. A 1EE LUIRF] o

But then Elimelek dies.fH &84, UURPKEIIEE T o

That’s grief enough — burying a husband in a foreign land.

ESC R E A 2 OB T .

Then Naomi’s grief increases.

Al EPORBAR R IE A R T 1

Her two sons marry Moabite women . Jti ¥ PN LT85 T BEW & 3.



Naomi must know her Jewish history. 2K — @ 5B H SRS 5.
Exodus 34:16 warns Israelites against marrying foreign women,;
(HR Sl ) 34: 16 B LS AAEESN L1 N,
Numbers 25:1-3 describe how Moabite women seduced Israelites and corrupted them with
pagan worship.
RAGD 25: 1-3 FiIR | EEI 221 anfe] H e U FE S 1 B LLEFIN, AR BATT
What went through Naomi’s mind at the wedding ceremonies of her two sons?

AFIER A LT IEEAL L, ORI AR ?

| truly rejoice that on this Canada Day weekend, | can serve my Christian sisters and brothers
who do not look like me.

o R AN K E PR H R, JR A8 AR AE A U FR A A A S () BB A I o A Bk

| am honoured to call you friends FAR % = GEFR AR TN AR A,

— Jesus brings us together and in him there is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave or free, male or
female.

— ORSRAEIRATTHH RAE — 8, HEMmEEEAIARNSSNEN, BEREE BN, Frkeiiott,
We are one in him. That’s glorious.

PAHEAD B A Moy —, XA KR

Yet, we still see prejudice and discrimination in our society.

A, ERATREAA A TS 5EE 2 e WLATEAE o

Some here today have experienced prejudice, verbally targeted during COVID for example.

It’s horrific!

A RAE R — e N & P 1L, I anfe 2245 S a0 1A B RHE B E ARk, XAR
CIRER

And then we come to the most desperate reality in Ruth 1. Naomi’s two sons die.

WRIg, FATEE (BEARID) B —E P HES NAEF I ——F KA LT HE T .
In that time, women depended upon men for their livelihood and identity.

FEIBAAR, 25 5 T R4E R A TN B 4 1

With the deaths of her husband and two sons, Naomi and her two daughters-in-law are instantly
at risk.

bEE SCRAMI AN L7 HI5E 2, R B P JLAE LI b T el 2 .

They become targets for abuse, exploitation, even trafficking.

AT . RIA, BB WGEE H AR,

Their future is frightening At A 1F T 5t SEAE R

As | read this, | hear the plight of indigenous women in Canada, but also the plight of women
globally.

BRI, BAMMRER I ZE R RO LN, MREA 2 2Bk 2 i N5
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It’s been said that the paramount moral challenge of the twenty-first century is the plight of
women.

ANV, 21 20 R H g E AR R 1A Lo R 8

In the Book of Ruth, this moral challenge is in our face!

2 CERASC) M PRS0 A A St 4 e AT T 1 i !

So, why tell us this on this Canada Day weekend when we have so much to give thanks for?
B, AR B IR N K R H AR AT L 2 FRATH IR 2 1% B = !
| want us to understand something profoundly theological.
JRPRRZ, A EARATTRE A 25 A B BB A M ] B — L8,
The Book of Ruth begins by telling us that all is not right in God’s world.
(EEA30) —ITFIERL S VR IRAT, B ptH SR BRI R
Canada is as broken as any other part of the world
JIESy N N | N ey £ TN
— perhaps in different ways, but still fundamentally because of human sin.
—RIERIFA AR, B LG, T2 AR R,
On this Canada Day weekend, it is right to confess our sin before God,
FEX IR ERH B EAR, FATNAE B34 HRTAFEA 2,
the sin of arrogance and indifference, I\ % . FH AR HISE,
the sin of prejudice and discrimination, A WL B HE,
the sin of neglect and apathy, A ic#f . XA TR R 9E,
the sin of moral decay and broken leadership. ATE IR, 4555 24 158 .
The Book of Ruth reminds us not to ignore the reality of life around us.

(BRf3iC) $RMEIRAT, ANERMIATHE A TED L.

But, as we continue through Ruth, there is another message:

BEEFRAIGR 25 (BEAE) B, IEREEE] 1N —AME B

all is not right in God’s world, but all is not lost in God’s world.

fE A S LI AE R N ORF, (BAE A gt S LA A .

We look at the Book of Ruth and identify the main characters: Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz.
BTATE (B&1F0) ATUURILLA FA——F MoK BRI i,

And as we follow the story, each in their own way will find the answer to their need.
bEE X AT, AT 2 I B R A PR B AR ) 5 5

But the Book of Ruth is really about God.

HESE B, (ESAEE) Fae bar s,

God sees this broken world, but never gives up on this broken world.

b BN S, H KA ST S AR B

Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz will find the answer to their need — but because God is at work.

SR AT AN B M7 REFR B A AT AR (1) 3 5 —— R ORI



See how this plays out in Ruth 1.3RA1T (B{AF10) 2H— 5 AP X i s & ik

News comes of the end of the famine in Israel.

A LS IR AR )T B AT K

Naomi decides to return to her home — Bethlehem.

EfoKYE A E SR 2 ——aFHE,

Her two daughters-in-law prepare to go with her.

it BT AS ) LIS I 7R 28 A b [7] 22

This is too much for Naomi.

X0 SRR R SEAERHE T o

She cannot promise them a future.

ity FE 7 A AT AR R G B B AR

And realistically, they have no future with Naomi.

FL b, A=K — R A AT 5.

She will not have sons at her age for them to marry.

XA LD O EE A LR AT T SR .

What’s more, it seems both daughters-in-law couldn’t have children anyway
A RN MEIEMA R T

—they’d been married for 10 years without bearing a child.

— fBAIEE 45 10 FFAREA B TR

As one female commentator says: “Prospects for marriage in Bethlehem would be nil for a
pagan girl who was certifiably barren.”

B —AL R RE TS N MO AL G H R A 7k ul, AR RE 5451 AT
S N

It makes more sense for these Moabite women to return home.

PR, EEFR 21 BRI 4 B S 1E & 2

And one does. But the other, Ruth, does not.

AT — AR IR, T —A, BRIREIEH .

And what happens next is the start of the turning of this story
TR EA AT T A

— the story moves from desperation to devotion.— i35 \ZE 245 [n| = & .
The hand of God begins to be seen. AT 46F 2| b7 2 FHIE N

One of the glorious things about the Book of Ruth that encourages me is how God’s grace is
seen in what seem like small, easily overlooked choices.

(EEAI0) BCIRIRIM — R T AR FHENL, Ear B meEELUMALIE. 552
PR E v i 8 oK
On the grand scale of human perception of history, changes come because of momentous
decisions by politicians, presidents, kings, and leaders.
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| mentioned that General Wolfe defeated the French in 1759;

HIT TR0 2 28] < [ RO VR IR oK 22 1759 SEATI TR LA

his victory changed the balance of power in Canada.

(RS W EN Y AR o T

Read any history book and it’s the big events that attract attention.

TR AT S+, X AR 51 N E R R FA: .

But God’s ways are different.{H |77 i) 7 Z0EIAN[A] o

Ruth reminds us that it is in the seemingly insignificant decisions of ordinary people that God’s
power is seen.

BRI R, IR NE A RTERRE T, A B AR

Most of you know that my wife and | adopted two wonderful children about eight years ago.
AR Z #EniE, J\ERTIERMZE IR TR T .

Before we knew our two children, we were given names and details of several children.
FENRIRATHI A 720, 4 T RATR IS 07 J LA T & RS

For one reason or another, our plans to adopt stalled.

X FEIRFE R R A, FRATI TR R H A i3

So | asked the social worker a blunt question:

TRILERL 7 2 thin] 1A T A A R

is it because we are Christians? & AN & KN ERA T& J B e 1Y i 4] ?

She could not say yes or no, but her silence was deafening, if you understand.

AN R BN, HI B L TR R B, URTEAR

For several months, we no longer received profiles of children.

IV, TAIAFREIR TR JLE RN N

We were almost going to give up. FA T L-F B T .

But then our social worker presented us with the profile of two children.

HEAERE, #TRENER TN T AT R

We discovered that the boy, only 10 years old, had told his social worker that he wanted to be
adopted by Christians.

A5, HAd HA 10 2 S Z 5 Vb st T, AR EEREAENTE.

Instantly, our names rose to the top of the list of eligible people.

BATHI 2 L ETEE] 7 A48 N 44 B TR o

And guess what, it is these two wonderful children whom we adopted.

AR ER, TAEREGEH ERZ XN NAT] 24544 7.

All seemed lost for these two children and for us,
PN AR IR, G —ERAEAT,

but because of who we were and who he wanted as parents, God’s sovereignty was clear.

(EEL AT B M%7 A FEERE TR ACEE, B EmEE TR EME R TR,



We know God’s plan — clearly!

BAE R H0E T ATk

It is in the seemingly insignificant decisions of ordinary people that God’s sovereign power is
seen.

IERAEEBNE LA RERRES, EarH) 2 s e &L
Be encouraged on this Canada Day weekend.

B BTN EE K PR H ) R £ 52 5 8%

Your decision to follow Jesus,

PRz 1€ BR Bl HR 6k,

to manner of your discipleship,

R Ve 14,

how you reach out to others,

(SRR SN/

the prayers you offer,

PRk B,

your generous giving,

(S TIRDES

a decision to pick up the phone and call someone or listening to someone in need,
PRiRE FAL S, S5 S AN B ANFT B g s A AT T30 B4,

taking the risk of following the prompting of the Holy Spirit, will change lives.

AT —VIERBE 26 R &S, XRECA A A .

This is how God works.

X E L5 2
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o

So, what turns the story in Ruth 1 from desperation to devotion?

WA, RAtaik (BEFI0) 55— A i AL B AR il Sy e ?

Ruth agrees to embrace a new citizenship.

FE RS R 52 DL [ R B o

She follows her grieving, desperate mother-in-law into whatever the future holds.
MEREE AR, AR, ATHETR L.

In a world that’s morally dysfunctional,

FE— N EE D) RE A It A,

Ruth —a foreigner, a woman, a pagan — shows loyal devotion — true discipleship.
BAFEA— NN, — DT, — DRt ARMHE WKL E, MEIER R
LD

This is what Ruth says in Ruth 1:16-17:
X ERASAE (BR1FIE) 1. 16-17 FULHIIE:

“Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.
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“CAERIR ] LA FRBER o

Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay.

VRAEWR R 2, AR R &, IR EATE, Rt BAETS,

Your people will be my people and your God my God.

PRI E AR E, IR A2 T AR o

Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried.

TRAEWE LAY, RAMAESEIE, W,

May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”
PRAFSEREREURIRAH B ! SR, JEHRAIAE EH B T 53K - 7

What’s amazing is that Ruth’s world has fallen apart and she’s watched Naomi’s world fall apart.
SN, BRSO s, it E B EEOK A5 i B
Yet, she sees light, hope, purpose.

SR, WhER] T AEANEREB.

Naomi’s God is her God.

PRI N S AR R L A2 Tt A

Now isn’t this the Gospel?

X HETE AN P 2

Even though everything can look dark

E A — ) AR A

— maybe impossible challenges in family, at home, with friends, at work, in school
- WHEFRERR. K. 5k, TEE. A, MRk

— the choice remains to follow Jesus.

E A 326 5 7 Az A PR R B

He does not change.

fib A2 elAg .

All is not right in God’s world, but all is not lost in God’s world.

fE b S BRI R N R, (BAE b it 5 B A B i A7 .

He is still at work.

fl S AEAE L

All he asks is that we trust him.

AR T AR A 25 5 A

One thousand years after Ruth, a man died on a cross.
FEEAR & e — T4, HRBRESEIUAE T 238 b

This man’s earthly father was a direct descendent of Ruth’s.
flAfEdh F AR IE R BRI I H R G

He faced temptation, but he never caved to temptation.

i T XI5, DR E T 155

Opposition came, but he stood firm.
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PUiER 7, A AR AR

Friends deserted him, but he continued alone on his path.

JRATTES 34, ARSI AT, 4REE B O .

Enemies mocked him, but he prayed for their forgiveness.

PRI S A, A AT AR TR SR e A

Death tried to consume him, but...

FET- AR B A, A Reeeee

In John 4:34, this man made a statement of devotion similar to Ruth’s:

FEA)FARE 4: 347, AWM 7R T HRANERS S5

“My food,” he said, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”

fihist: “REEVRZETEICRIIBA B &, SRt TE. 7

Jesus followed the sovereign plan of his Heavenly Father.

HRBRIEAT B R AR E AL 22 5 EAGHI.

Nothing would get in his way.

BAH 4 REBH A

He died for you and me.

fioN IR AL,

And by his death, we are saved.

PRIC RS2 ST AR -

You see, God chose the foolishness of the cross to redeem the world.

&, TP 2 Bt R RN

This is always his way.

X MRH T A T B

It is the weak things in this world that God uses to shame the strong, and the foolish things to

shame the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27).
“bBar Rk U EEGEE, IE R RS, PRk 7 REESEY, AR g i ZE R
(ARAET 1: 27) .

Ruth chose the way of devotion, no matter the cost.

PRAFIERE T R B, AERIE.

Jesus chose the way of the cross, no matter the cost.

HRERIGESEE T B2 i, AR,

Both made the decision to follow the Father’s plan.

AT 1ERZ By AN 1 RACH) TR

And what seemed insignificant — a commitment to a grieving mother-in-law, a crucifixion on a
cross — changed the world.

X A R A ARV AT T+ 2R, X AR DA A2 TE 3 A AR T A
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| came to Canada in 2001.

& 2001 FRFINE K

| came as an immigrant, a foreigner.

KiF AR, ZIEAN,

Now Canada is my home.

M4, INE R A K b .

Canada brings me great joy — not least the friends | have in you.

RS T 3RS K RS ——JE AR TIX L A

But Canada still wrestles with its past, its brokenness, and, sadly, spiritual decay.
ENERES Wi 25 WA RE e TR 8 R vk A 0.

Canada needs people like Ruth who can see beyond the pain of the moment and look to Jesus
Christ.

IR TR EARISAFZAEIN, el 2 N i, (B HRBR AR .

Canada needs people who see a fresh move of God’s Spirit.

INEE K 5 EEBE N B 25 RSN

Canada needs those who not only sing “God keep our land glorious and free” but live in the
freedom of God and the joy of the Gospel.

INERFEAR G Ea G RANE KRS B b7, BeEnE LwiE b EHEE
BRI

All is not right, but all is not lost — it never is with God.

{H_EARAL R N, (HAESE BRI A I B ——xF b s, 7k initt.



