Graduation Testimony 3 H:% Aaron Chang

My name's Aaron Chang, and I'm a Richmond Christian secondary school graduate.
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| was your average Christian child born and raised in a Christian family.
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Some things | enjoy as hobbies include playing basketball, skiing, and hanging out with friends.
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For most of my school life, from kindergarten to grade 12, I've been in a Christian School system, and the
messages of Christianity and faith have been spoken to me quite frequently.
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For my graduation speech, I'll answer these two inquiry questions: How has my faith developed
throughout being in a Christian school/family, and how has He worked in my life to allow me to strengthen
my relationship with Him?
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My faith started forming when | was around 15-16 years old. When | was younger, | had a very lukewarm
faith. I E EREIE67A 15-16 B A . MR, FREHIAR AR,

What do | mean by this? | knew God, but | didn't know Him personally.
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Specifically, God was more of a side character in my life, and | made little effort to develop a relationship
with God. BAEARER, _Eag EF A AR —ElC M, FRAET- 1A 55 0 & IR Bt .

Learning bible stories, worship, and attending youth and church was all | did for my faith in God.
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| knew all these things about Christianity, but I did not know and focus on one thing and that was Jesus'
sacrifice. K AI1TE [ 74 FE B 2 O Aa,  (HANZME BT | — R, Sme AR iR R4 -

| understood Christianity well but needed to realize its meaning and significance.
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My thoughts on receiving eternal life and going to Heaven were from being a good person and performing
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However, this mindset wasn't, wouldn't, and would never be accurate because God said through John
14:6 that Jesus said to him, 'l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me" (John 14:6).
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And also because we are not good people and are saved by grace, not works. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
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It wasn't until James, a former youth leader at Trinity, asked me a few questions about what | did to
strengthen my faith. (FRIEAFIE IS £8) H 2] =25 & AT 5 040 James PRERIR, TR0 477 5 BX [ 2 1)
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He asked me how | connected to God in my faith, and | told him essentially all | did, and he could tell that
| did not put much effort into my faith.
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He encouraged me to start doing devotionals, as they took a short amount of time, and they were helpful
for someone that wants to start taking that step towards developing their faith.
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After this conversation, | didn't immediately start to connect to God.
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Through my tenth grade of high school, the covid-19 pandemic was still a prominent factor in society that
affects everyones' lives. TE3 T4E4FE, covid-19 kAR B 5 1052 8 AP A 05 .

After many temptations and trials, God eventually led me to Him amidst my difficulties. &%i# 7 2 s R Al
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He let me realize that my individualistic thinking and selfishness would not bring me anywhere and would

only bring myself and others down.
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However, later that year, | found some devos James told me before lying around my house.
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Constant use of devoting a few minutes of my day to God allowed me to get a better understanding of
how God wanted me to live in action.
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During grade 10 bible class, | learned more about apologetics, which are reasoned arguments that
discuss how God works and evidence of God's existence.
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During that period, | started learning more about the purpose in life that God has called me to live.
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Later during my grade 10 year, | joined a youth group many people at my school go to. This youth
program was called Tap Youth at the Tapestry Church.
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In the spring break of 2022, | attended an event by tap youth called spring retreat. It was a three-day
youth retreat to camp squeah in Hope, BC.
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| felt emotionally and spiritually unstable during spring break due to my stressful lifestyle.
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| had high expectations for the camp, and | thought it would give me a spiritual renewal for the lost parts
of me. It was the complete opposite of what | felt during those three days.
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Sometimes | felt spiritual highs through worship and lows from loneliness and negativity in such a big
youth community.
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Near the end of the camp, | strengthened friendships with those in my cabin, and we all talked about the
struggles we all faced in our faith.
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On the third day, God spoke through the youth pastor to preach a meaningful sermon that touched
everyone's hearts.
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One line that stood out to me completely. He asked: "If you don't have youth, church, or being at a
Christian school, what kind of faith do you have with God? |
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| realized | wasn't prioritizing God at the center of my life, with all my desires over Him.
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God showed me that He works even through lows, and the many times | went through hard times, that's
the best time | could connect with Him.
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That's the time when | accepted Jesus into my heart. JIi—%)|, FREL3252 7 BRfERIE N RO

Fast forwarding to grade 12, keeping my faith while balancing basketball season, homework, tests,
friends, and even university applications was challenging.
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| subconsciously put pressure on myself, saying: "If | didn't get good grades, or go to a good university,
then I'm useless." & M a0 OB . TR BASFLFRE, WA EIFRE:, IRIH AR HHIN .

However, that's not true because your mistakes and imperfections don't define you; your new relationship
with God does. 2R, FHEWIEMLL, & BIRK AL BAR, TAER ARSI A 7T

Grade 12 was another trial | went through in terms of my faith and my overall well-being.
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However, God has allowed me to get closer to Him through these struggles and has continuously
reminded me when I'm stressed or panicked that I'm never alone and that He has a plan for me.
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A verse that I've been reflecting on a lot when I'm down is Jeremiah 29:11.
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It says:For | know my plans for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.' &t : [ HEAIHESR: FRAER FARMMER 2 S 2B P2 iEE, Ak K
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Specifically, through grade 12, I've grown friendships with several believers, especially since it's the last
year we graduates spend time together. L4825, 7F 12 FFE4NF, FRELEAIIEBEAER T A, HEEHIZER
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We've gotten closer and more vulnerable in our personal faith journeys.
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| feel that God has put these people in place to help keep myself in check, as well as to keep them
accountable through what we face in our lives.
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I'm grateful that God always allows me to realize that I'm never alone and can ask Him or others for help

when needed. JAR kb 77 88 AR B AL AN IIEL, 16 HLn] DA 75 22 [ Al s Al SR E B

What stands out to me is hearing God speak through others from what they are saying. & & & 155 I
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Many times, | realize God has put me and so many other people in communities, not just Christian
communities, to learn from each other to learn and as well as to teach others essential ideals and values.
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These new things and ideas I've learned have deeply impacted my faith through how | treat, see and talk
to others.is LB FRAILIRIR R 2 T RGN . 88 7T IREFFMN . B R R EL A AN S2 5% 1 77 5K
Overall, God used people in my life to allow me to strengthen my relationship with Him by knowing his
character more personally as He works through many people and reminding me that He's always there in
the midst of chaos.
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I'm so thankful that He has worked continuously to help every person on this earth, and all glory goes to
Him. 3 AR R A AN BT B & B — N, R B SROME AT S i A

Thanks for listening, and God bless you all.
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Hello, I'm Daniel, | am a graduate of 2023, and I'm going to be sharing a bit about my high school
experience. AX{F - FzE Daniel » i 2023 WEXESE KB DE—LEHNSTLE -

I was not excited going into high school, it was a huge change and | did not like change.
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The summer after kindergarten my family moved here to Vancouver from Vancouver island, and | had to
go into grade 1 at a whole new school.
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| don't remember too much from then, but | do remember leaving behind the friends that | had. | wasn’t
very good at making new friends, and | was scared.
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However, being welcomed here as part of the church community helped me greatly.
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| made many friends who | am still close with today, and throughout the years | grew accustomed to my
new school. AL H| [ #H 2 A, BHEASREMEBIRIL, A HEE—F, FOFWHEE 7 IREH SR
God provided me with a group of people both at school and at church who were caring, and an
environment where | could thrive.
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| went through a similar experience with high school. T ®] 7 &, &XH T HELIKERE.

| wasn't able to go to the same high school as my friends from elementary school, and | was not looking
forward to being separated from my friends again.
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| tried to ignore the fact that | would have to move on from elementary school, but I couldn’t run from it
forever. 3 EL Al B RER 7L G 2275 ) /N O 8T, (HEAAREACGE BN E

| was, however, recommended a mini school program at John Oliver and | was greatly encouraged to go
by my parents. &G A AR 7 John Oliver 2 (1) g E, FAIA BB AR S 2.

Looking back on it now, this program was a great fit for me, but | was very reluctant to pursue it.
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| was set on trying to find a way to go to the schools that my friends were going to, ignoring this perfect
opportunity that had been dropped into my lap.
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With much deliberation | applied for the program, and after going through the somewhat extensive
process | was accepted.
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Being a part of the mini school was an amazing part of my high school career, and | think it was God who
put me on this path.jg@ I8 H & & mh A SRR —# 7y, RARMEIGE L VI8 RIEK .

| was not eager to follow, but now | can’t imagine what it would have been like somewhere else.

AR TVIRIERRE, (HIRER MR R IR 1 b, B Cg R BT

I've become extremely close with the people | came to know because of this choice.
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| met many different kinds of people, and some were also christian.
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| was able to grow and find my passions throughout highschool, while growing in my faith as well.
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The people in the program became some of my closest friends.
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| was able to share my faith with some of the people at school, and while | could tell some people didn’t
take it seriously, there were people who did. Some even come to services here at the church.
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| faced many challenges through high school, with the start of Covid in grade 9 being one of the largest
ones. FAE = IRF ] IR 22 PRER, 9 SRR BHAR MY Covid J2 Hih i IR 2 —.

It disrupted everything right as | was starting to get adjusted to things. & 47 &L 1 | @ &1 — 1) .
Mountains of homework and busy schedules were common. HEf& 2l (11 S AT (1 H R T P4 % .
There were times when these obstacles had seemed impossibly large but I've always been able to get
through them with the help of everyone around me.
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I've learned a lot thanks to the experience I've gained throughout high school, and not just boring stuff
like the pythagorean theorem /> w3, FR22 3] TR Z ARG, AU ARAR 2 i BIX AR Ak .

I've been able to grow emotionally, intellectually and spiritually, while finding my passions and gaining
much more independence.
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Now I'm at the final stage of high school, and | think | understand what God is telling me.
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I've been mostly occupied with preparing for post-secondary. Deciding on what | want to pursue in the
future. JRFE 7N I [AVERAE Y HEN R Al 2 . B TR RE AT 4 .

I've felt stressed and nervous, but now | know that God will provide the right path.
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| was extremely unsure about high school, and I'm quite unsure about university, but | am confident that If
| trust in God and listen to his guidance, | will find what is best for me according to his plan.
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The future holds many things to come, and | have no way of knowing what, but if | continue to walk with
God | know | will end up where he wants me to be.
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| want to thank everyone here at Trinity, for guiding me and providing an amazing community that | have
been able to be a part of for more than 10 years now.
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| am eager to continue to grow with this church in future.
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My Graduation Testimony £33 FH#%— Zephan Bayos

On Friday, June 16, 2023, my journey of 5 years at high school had come to its conclusion.
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It was a bittersweet moment to see this pivotal point in my life see its end but | am very thankful to God
that it happened in my life.
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As some of you might know, my name is Zephan. f/R{"H ftj—28 AR GEHIIE, A4 T2 Zephan.

| have been at this church for all of my life. & — & #7813 i 2 i

You may sometimes see me singing up here on stage worshiping God with all of you, like right now.
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Besides singing, | love to draw, paint, play piano, basically anything that allows me to be creative.
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These are some of the things that | passionately worked on at school and continue to work on today!
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But let’s jump a few years back to when | was new to high school.
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| went to Churchill secondary which for those who may not know is a very big school with around 2000
students.
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| was extremely nervous about going to a new school. & 2% — s JE# Bk

| had just left the tight bond | had with my Grade 7 class and was now in a school with 400 other grade
8s. TR EER T B 7 SEAR BR BB R4, BIFEELIAh 400 44 8 R4 A — A — AL .
Compared to my elementary school, Churchill was humongous! BLF% ) /NEAH LY, BB 25 B & B !

| would often get lost and sometimes walk into the wrong classroom which I’'m sure has happened to
many of us in the past. JRACH K%, ARFEERHE, FAAGEIE LM TR 2 NER @SR
But eventually, | got used to it. {Hf&%, FKEET .

| managed to navigate the school pretty well, met some new friends and even joined some clubs.
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Fast forward to 2020 when Covid19 went rampant. i %] 2020 £, Covid19 B

School had gone online but like many of my schoolmates, my motivation went down.
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However, God gave me the strength to move forward and continue working at school and in my faith.
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My parents, although under a lot of pressure, stayed calm and helped pick me up whenever | felt
stressed. LI BREESR /R Z FEAR KRR /g, HRERREVR Ty, Mste /eress, B3R

| also can’t say that video games weren’t a big part in keeping me sane.
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As restrictions started to loosen, school started to become more and more in-person.
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| was happy to gradually return to a sense of normal. F&1R i BT IK I8 15 .

However, do not ask me about how the quarterly system was at school.

{2, ARSI L I B AR



After the worst part of the pandemic, | was suddenly in Grade 11.
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Unlike the previous years, Grade 11 and 12 are the years when work becomes more challenging and
grades become more and more daunting.
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There were many times when | felt | was being pushed out of my limit but throughout all those years,
there was one verse | couldn’t keep out of my mind:
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 NIV
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Just reciting the verse in my mind really gave me peace knowing that there is a God looking out for me.
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My time with the youth here really pushed me to seek more of what God has to offer and has now
become a stable foundation in high school and in life.
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High school has presented many challenges to my life. &t 4a F0 AT AR T 2 2 PRk
There were tears, anger, frustration and doubt. A IRIR, HI1EE, A IHEMELE.,

But, with all those came joy, laughter, passion and determination.
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Triumph is not complete without the hardship you had to go through.
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| am sad to leave this chapter of my life but now the question is where am | going?
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| plan to take a gap year, allowing me to explore my interests, and work on my hobbies before the life of
university takes over my life.
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After that, | plan to go to KPU or BCIT for Interior Design. 2 1%, &l#|Z KPU ¢ BCIT 58 % Wikt

This is a career that has intrigued me and allows me to keep my passion for creativity alive.
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My involvement at the church will continue as | learn more about the God who has provided for me for all

these years. FE5 5 2 [ i Lo AR (B P F (R, FRor AR 2 Bl gy

Now, for those of you who are still on their journey of high school, here are a few words of advice.
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One, don't be afraid of taking risks. & —, ANEEIHE .

Mistakes and setbacks are what help us to grow more as a person. § s AR A B A A R R
Two, organize your time and work.
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Being organized is just as important as actually doing the work.
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And most importantly three, know that your identity is found in God.
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Our identity should be formed around God as our centre, not the other way around.
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Pretending to be someone just to “fit in” is not worth the time or effort in the long run.
PRIEARE, A MEFIERREE DL EEE C R & T RN,

Know that there is already a place where you belong.
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The last thing | want to say is thank you.
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Thank you to those who have been a major part of my life.
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My parents, my friends, the youth group, and all those who have watched me grow.
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You are the reason | stand here today.
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| would like to thank especially the Lord who has been an unwavering rock in a sea of change.
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| honestly don’t know where | would have been or who | would have become without him.
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Congratulations to my fellow graduates.
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| wish you the best in the years to come.
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May we welcome what lies ahead for us with open arms with the help of our lord and saviour Jesus
Christ.
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