Sermon EHE(E E
June 75 H 18, 2023
“Final Words” " i&= |
2 Peter (71512 3:17-18

And so we come to the end of 2 Peter.
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It’s been a journey hasn’t it?
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For many Christians, 2 Peter is a letter read too quickly (it takes less than 10 minutes to read)
and a letter forgotten too easily.
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It’s not a part of the Bible we often turn to.
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But it is part of the Bible — God’s Word.
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| hope that after 13 sermons (this being the 13%"),
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we have not merely learned more, but we have drawn closer to Jesus;
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that this easily-forgotten letter has changed us.

WA EEH B R S HIERES SR -

Let’s remember where Peter is coming from.
s M B — AR 2 A -
Remember, Peter was commanded by the risen Jesus at a seaside breakfast in John 21 to
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“feed my lambs”, “take care of my sheep”, “feed my sheep.”
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Remember at the Last Supper when Peter brashly said he’d never deny Jesus,
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how in Luke 22:32 Jesus said to him, “When you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
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In this letter, Peter is at the end of his life.
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He knows he’ll soon be executed by the Roman Emperor Nero.
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And so, what’s his passion?
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We've seen it in every phrase, every verse, each chapter.
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Peter is a pastor who has walked with Jesus, witnessed Jesus’ power and grace, and loves us.
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And because of this love — a love that calls us “agapetos” (“beloved”)

L EREEMEE — FHEMNRME " agapetos , (“BIEHY”) AY—FHE -

— Peter refuses to let us wander in the darkness of this world.

— B AR E B P M 25 (i T8 57 ey SR P DR -

He wants us to grow, remain resilient, and not give in to false teaching.
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This is Peter’s heart — the pastor’s heart — for you and me.
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And so today, we come to the last words, from the last known letter by a man who was one of
the first disciples.

FTAS K BMIREIEReEEEE © BT e — B R{E —EHEM4EE -
Here are Peter’s final words, the words he wants to leave ringing in our hearts and minds.
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And what amazing words they are!
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You’ve probably heard of the proverb: to be forewarned is to be forearmed.
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If you know what’s coming you can be ready for it.
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But if you don’t know what’s coming, you don’t know how to prepare for it.
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Our dog Mikey — a pug — doesn’t like motorbikes or buses.
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| guess he had a bad experience with them before he was rescued.
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We had no idea, of course.

R A AR

The first time we took him for a walk and a bus passed by, Mikey suddenly pulled at his leash,
growling angrily at the bus, determined to bite it.
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| don’t know what he expects would happen if he did bite a moving bus, but I’'m sure it
wouldn’t turn out well for Mikey.
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Thankfully, we had him on his leash —in fact Catherine now attaches his leash to her pants
with a carabiner.
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So, if Mikey wants to chase a bus to bite it, Catherine will be biting it too!
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But seriously, we’ve learned to spot that assassin’s look in Mikey’s eyes when a bus comes
near.
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We shorten his leash, hold it tightly, steady ourselves, and ready for the “pug of war”.
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We're forewarned so we can be forearmed.
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In verse 17, Peter says the first of the two things he wants to leave us with.
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He tells us — first — to be on our guard.
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You see, his letter is a warning — a warning about false teachers and false teaching.
& - MEE—EES — —EREN AT RBENE S -

There will be false teachers and false teaching — 2 Peter 3:1.
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We can’t escape them.
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They are a reality of life.

T4 G ERE -

And they will be deceptive and destructive.
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Peter has forewarned us.
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A recent study of theological awareness among Christians in the United States revealed some
very troubling statistics.
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74% believed salvation is not by grace alone but includes our own effort.
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71% believed Jesus is the first and greatest being created by God.

HH 7 Z T —MAHE R RS 5 —(E S R ERIAFAE

56% believed the Holy Spirit is a force.
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And 48% believed God accepts the worship of all religions.
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These are shocking statistics.
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OK, it’s just a survey; but if it is even only partially accurate, it means that many, maybe most,
so-called “Bible-believing” Christians do not accept the basic doctrines of Christianity.
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We are saved by grace alone — we cannot save ourselves.
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Jesus is God incarnate, the Word who is with God and is God (John 1:1).
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He is not created.
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The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, the very presence of God in us and among us.
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And there is only one way to God.

TR A — 5 -

“No one comes to the Father but by me,” Jesus said in John 14:6.
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We need to hear Peter’s warning:
Pl TR ER TR S ES
“be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall
from your secure position.”
"ELEVIf o REHEANSEEAR (A CRENIS ERE -
Peter tells us to remain vigilant, always alert.
RS ME R EY - LIRS
It’s not just being alert on Sunday mornings, in case the preacher begins to teach heresy;
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it’s being alert on Monday mornings when there can be the temptation to compromise our
faith, accept the morality of those around, conform to social pressure.
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Here are two practical ways to remain alert that I've found helpful.

N REMERE A REEEHERMRFFERRAED -

First, remember that whoever you meet is either walking with God, running from God, or
turning towards God.
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They either know the grace of God or they need the grace of God.
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When | tell myself, “How does this person need Jesus?”
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then I’'m more likely to remain alert to deceptive teaching because my focus is on the Gospel
and God’s love for the world.
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The second is to remember who God is, what God has done, and who | am in him.
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God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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He is good, just gracious, faithful, and Lord of all.
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Christ came to die on the cross for me and be raised, triumphant over death, to save me from
sin and death.
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And, | am a child of God, adopted into God’s family, filled with the Spirit, called to live a holy
life, and nothing can separate me from Christ’s love.
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So, | focus on the Gospel and God’s love for the world, and | focus on God and who | am in
him.
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Holding onto these two truths, | can remain alert to false teaching.

HEESFEEN(EEH > Bt n] LA sE i V28 R E D -

At the same time, Peter still issues a warning.
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If we’re not on our guard, it is possible we will be trapped by error and lose our eternal
security.

WRFATA OrFFEN - Tt A FTREHEE AT - REFMHE K AR AR -



Some years ago, the congregation of the church | pastored in Penticton spent an afternoon at
a local amusement park.
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One of the attractions was the bumper boats.
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Like bumper cars, except, of course, these were in a pool.
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Each boat’s propeller was powered by a small gas engine.
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| joined a group of the youth for the bumper boats.
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At one point, | tried to manoeuvre to hit another boat.
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| was too high up in the boat.
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A younger youth saw his opportunity — he was on a mission.
—(EEEFRARSHY APUE T s — s TE A -

Sure enough, he hit my boat and | was catapulted into the murky water.
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It was only after | managed to get out of the water that | realized just how dangerous this was.

et BRI - A EEEINIA A Z 20k o
| could have been seriously injured as | fell into the water.
P 7Kt BEI A i RE~Z E 5 -
All around me were gas powered propellers spinning under water.
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What’s more, | had forgotten the clear warning sign: do not sit up in the boats.
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We can be confident of God’s grace and our salvation.
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Our trust is in Jesus and the cross.

BB FEHTEHL SRR 528

We are saved by grace, not by our own ability, merit, goodness, or power.
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Yet, the Scriptures are clear — we must never take this for granted, assuming we can pursue a
sinful life and God will save us.
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Toying with false teaching is spiritually dangerous.
BLSESANACES T EA T B BN g _F el Efmy -

It’s like sitting up in a bumper boat, instantly risking a “fall from our secure position” as 2 Peter
3:17 says.

EPLGATHINERG FASEERR - K T IEIRMHV R ERE ) AVERR - EARERE 3
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How can we prevent a fall from our secure position?

ABEA T AT 1 EAEZEAB AL B BR TSI 7

Look at verse 18: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
A 18 8 ¢ T RFIEIZEAE T AR E B AR AV B S BRI RIS LA R -
Remember, verses 17-18 are Peter’s final words — the last recorded words of this great
Apostle.
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He’s told us to “guard”.
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Well, here he tells us how to guard —we grow.
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In fact, Bible scholars say that this verse, verse 18, is the key verse for all of 2 Peter.
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To remain strong in the face of false teaching, to prevent a fall from our secure position,
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grow — grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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Now, we already know how to do this.
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Peter has told us to add to our faith goodness, to goodness, knowledge; to knowledge, self-
control; to self-control, perseverance; to perseverance, godliness; to godliness, mutual
affection; and to mutual affection, love. 2 Peter 1:5-7.

MARC&EE TRMES TEL - XNEIMERET 7 7ET  NENER 75 TR
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Peter has already shown us the importance of Scripture.
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Scripture is inspired; Scripture tells us of Christ’s glory, of God’s judgement, of Christ’s second
coming; and Scripture demands careful and thoughtful study.
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How do we grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus?
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By following the character of Christ and by greater understanding of the Scriptures.
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It's sobering to ask this question when we pray, in our devotions, with our small groups, at our
fellowship gatherings, with Christian friends when we meet:
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How is the character of Christ growing in you?

B A IEAMAE R E R ?

What have you discovered in the Scriptures today?
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At the end of this day, what will give you reason to praise the Lord?
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Ask these questions of each other and we help each other from falling from our secure
position.
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We grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus.

BAPT AL BB AT HL SR A a8 T =AY -

So, as we look back at this letter, what has Peter told us?
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The truth of the Gospel does not change:

B ER R s

it’s rooted in Scripture, it’s evident in lives, it’s seen in Jesus

EFURREEL - fEAE/ER R - FHkE FBME R -

— we stand on guard.

— WMEERFFED -

We stand on guard, not to protect or preserve the truth of the Gospel (God’s truth will always
prevail);

BMRFrED - AR T iEEFRETVERE (MVEERKESE) |

we stand on guard so we remain faithful to the truth of the Gospel.

B EY - 25 TERfERmE i EE -

The truth of the Gospel does not change.

TSR g -

But, Peter has also told us this: the character of the Christian must be ever-changing — we
want to grow.

B > et &Tr 73 - BBt A A B — M E N -



There is nowhere in this letter that says we can sit back, presume we’ve reached maturity,
think there’s nothing more to understand, discover, and celebrate about the Gospel and the
Christian life.
EEREIH ST USRS - 30E B L& RSN - LIRS FIAEEAE
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There’s always room for growth.
Mg eg A o] DA RAY 22/ -
As Peter has said several times: “make every effort”.
IERAS R E - T e, -
This is your life’s calling: grow as a Christian.
EEREmE A - R RN
These are his final words:
B MHIAERE |
the truth of the Gospel does not change but the character of the Christian must be ever
changing.
A VEE A S HAEEN IS RN -
Remember these final words.
sUfRiE SRR HYEhR -
But they are not Peter’s very Iast words.
B IS LA R R AT R AR HYE

If you ever want to be cheered and encouraged, look up the last recorded words of Christians
just moments before they died.
SRS = T R N G el NP & 8 SR W T Tl N (S M |
Frances Ridley Havergal, the hymn-writer who penned hymns such as “l am trusting Thee, Lord
Jesus” and “Take my life and let it be”, asked her friend to read Isaiah 42.
B EAPEHT- B TEH M HE 0 (Frances Ridley Havergal ) /& —f7i#S5a71IFEE » M5 73840
"HREOKRET N TERCRR T ) FEEST o (FHERSG SR A A BHRE D R e 42
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The first part of verse 6 was read:
& 6 BNV —E B TR
“I, the Lord have called you in righteousness; | will take your hand. | will keep you...”
"I — AR ARER » BRI T (Re&IR...
At that moment, Frances said, “called-held-kept! | can go home on that!” And she died.
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A century earlier, Susanna Wesley, the mother of John Wesley, the great evangelist, and
Charles Wesley, the great hymn writer, said to both her sons, “Children, when | am gone, sing
a song of praise to God.”
—{EHACHT - R E S S E A\ G- T E A E RV S F o S B - e BT B Y R
SR BT B W S5 ¢ T T EIRERRAEE o (R(FEEIE—E R SEAVER -
Adoniram Judson, the nineteenth-century missionary to Burma, last words were,
TN LC R AT A A E B 2 JEf - EH A& (Adoniram Judson) HYES /2 °
“I go with the gladness of a boy bounding away from school. | feel so strong in Christ.”

P P BB R IR L A A R E I B -
John Newton, the slave-trader turned pastor, the man who wrote “Amazing Grace”, as he died
on December 21, 1807, said,
DGR B AVENZYE -4+ (John Newton) » M5 17 (A2 EH) HYA - {F 1807
12 H 21 HAEFRRER
“My memory is nearly gone. But | remember two things, that | am a great sinner and that
Christ is a great Saviour.”

" IRAVECIEE T REHR T o HEAECEMESE - IE—ERFEA - AEE—{EERHY
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And Peter’s very last words?

RAFHYEFIE ?

The very last thing Peter says — the very last recorded statement of Peter.
R fFER AR (% —mlah — SRR ECERHIBRIL -

It’s not about Peter.

JEREI R VS SR

It’s not about warnings against false teaching or calls to holy living for Christians.
BN RN R R AE N E S N E T A A EE LB IR AT -

It’s not about the church he’s served.

2 B AT AR P e R -

It’s not about miracles he saw or sermons he preached.

B TER TG B RS E R E -

The very last recorded statement of Peter in all history gives glory to Jesus.
AR S FECE AR R H EE i oe B B4 R Bk -

And it’s remarkable!

EHEER TAGE |

Bible teachers call statements that give glory to God or Jesus “doxologies”.
AT R B B 4G (B SR E SR T BESS0H o

The ancient Greek word for glory is “doxa”.

A REE T AR E " doxa ) -
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A doxology is a “doxa logos” — a word of glory.

s —{E " doxa logos ; — SEAYEA A -

There are many doxologies in the Bible.

P HEEMN -

The vast majority are directed to God the Father.

SEYNEZ tonk R

There are only three to Jesus: 2 Timothy 4:18, Revelation 1:5-6, and this passage — 2 Peter
3:18.

FEEERER HA = : FEEEREE 4 1 18 BUREE 11 5-6 > DINIBERET — 1151&E
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But also, did you know that only two other letters in the Bible end with doxology?

B2 » IRHIEEELS T A Y M EE(E LB HAE RS ?

Romans and Jude.

EEERENAE -

And neither of those doxologies are to Jesus.

75 S RREAEL A B AR R R -

There’s something very special happening here in 2 Peter 3:18.

TER %S 3 1 18 FEEHEFEIFE Rl -

The last recorded word Peter says is a word of glory — doxology;

S mieEisk N oRAVEE B YR ) — SESE0E;

and the last recorded doxology Peter gives is to Jesus Christ.

1 B S mc & sC sk AR e 4a B R /Y -

Catch the power of this!

A E Y SN |

The man who was a rough fisherman, who in Luke 5 told Jesus to depart from him because he
was sinful;

EEAHFRA AT » EEErS RS 5 PSR ek S IR ARYA

the man who in Matthew 14 got out of a boat at Jesus’ invitation only to take his eyes off Jesus
and start to sink;

EEERCHES 14 B FH0ERAVEEE N MRS E - AR e RS F 56
ke NI

the man who in Matthew 16 said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of God” only moments
later to tell Jesus he cannot go to the cross;

EEEEAEE 16 FEHHERE - “IRERE - RV - |7 Zla &I R A %
RN

the man who in Mark 14 said he’d never deny Jesus only to do so three times the same night;
AMEAE S AT fE e 14 a2 N G aRERER - MR E R — XK E=ZAEEAIA

and the man who was called by Jesus to love the church in John 21,

A AMEEEES 21 EP R A REHEA
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who proclaimed the resurrection at Pentecost in Acts 2,

TEMEAE T 2 EHREAM 1 TUAERYAE

told a Roman centurion in Acts 10 that Jesus has come for Gentiles as well as Jews,
TECEETTE 10 B ER—{EEE RS 5 R R - HEER I K AR [E] Ry AR —15%
and who was miraculously delivered from prison in Acts 12

WAEFEFES T 12 E o ay Bttt e Bafak th s 2R -

— this man, with his last recorded word in all history, looks in the only direction that all of us
should:

—iEfE A - S ERRRIES o fal T IRITA AL E Ry T
to Jesus Christ, our Lord and SaV|our, be glory both now and forever!

& A 7 HREREE - PR EARE - BRSSO A - (ESIFEEKE |
That’s how you live!

TR R AETE !

That’s how | live!

Pt Z LA |

That’s how the church lives!

gt A A TE |

Jesus will return and all glory is to him — now and forever! Amen!
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