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So what...now? FT DL IRIFELEAR ?
2 Peter (71512 3:11-16

Yesterday, | conducted a wedding.

WER » BeEF 7T —515S -

It was a lovely occasion.

A8 S S S & -

Have you noticed how each wedding usually has its own style and its own colour?
TRASEET TS EEEEHAH CHYERSFIEEE ?

I’'ve conducted weddings with groomsmen wearing bright blue jackets,

B EFr B e R AR EEE 2 B B e AR 1S -

bridesmaids in bright orange summer dresses,

tFIRZFE 2 E HIGHRIVIES -

groomsmen in stiff dark suits with red ties,

HEEREEE Bt PE AT S YIRS

bridesmaids in matching red ballroom gowns,

IR ZEERCENAL B SR EGARATEE -

brides carrying yellow bouquets,

Wi E = O CRAVIETS

the bride’s father and groomsmen sporting purple boutonnieres.

2 BTV AR BB & R EHY 4SS -

As | do with all the weddings | officiate, | ask the couple if they have any colours they will
highlight.

TEFTE IR RS L A GRS N e A IR A E BB -

If | know the colour, | can make sure that any colour | wear —a tie for example — will complement,
not clash.

AR FFIAE M M EE B - Heah o] DAEPRPCEF EUIVBRE - BINSET - RSB EERE 4
1/ o A2 fEZE -

Let’s face it, the last thing a newly married couple want when they review the wedding photos
is the picture of them exchanging vows and the bald pastor in the background wearing a tie that
makes them nauseous.

M E » B KRB DR R NEERN - BEHEM B ESHY
iR YR s A (B ST AT T & st M FIE Y SH R -

A big event like a wedding deserves practical attention to such details.

FUE R SR A A S EE) AV S e E ST AR -
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As we come toward the end of 2 Peter, Peter wants us to be just as attentive to the practical
details.

ERMBEIMHS R ENGERR - e IR T & SR E A HEr -

Of course, the big event that demands such attention is more than a summer wedding,
BN EEFRTENHE IR SHEILEREERES

it’s the end of history, the final judgement, the Second Coming of Christ.

EFEERAT IR SEAVA ST » eVERA] » AVEAYES TR -

Since we know everything will be destroyed,

BEAAFAIHIE — VR R B

since we know Christ will return,

REAAFFIHIE A E K

since we know God will judge the earth and there will be a new heaven and a new earth,
BEAATAM R B e 2 H it g A R At

“what kind of people ought you to be?” he asks.

e - TIRFIEZE R ERERIAN Y

What now?

HAEE S 7

What details should we be attentive to?

PRz T =P LA e 2

What difference should Christ’s return and God’s final judgement make in our lives?

B Y ARt (& Y 8 F HERZ AL B APy A0 TP AR B AR YA [E] 2

Whenever the New Testament tells us about the Second Coming of Jesus,

T E AR PSR fR Y 58 2Ry

the emphasis is always about how we are to live now.
BRGSO S AR T e AR A0

Last week, Pastor Lee used the illustration of overtime in a hockey game.
PR AR T UKBREEERAY I A 511 -

Overtime can last minutes or hours.

IIFFEE A BEfF A 2% o S B8/ N

But at any moment, a team could put the puck in the net and the game is over.
EEAT (AR - —SCBRIRER ] UREZKERBE A M P24 R ELEE -

Pastor Lee said that each player must give their full effort to win.

ZREER - BExR EE A T LU BEIE R -

For the hockey player, there a link between determination and achievement.
B UKBREE) SAGR - F IS B RS -

Peter says the same.

A B R -



We are to “make every effort...” (verse 14).
Heff22 T 2E ). (B 1467) -
For the Christian, there’s a link between our conviction and our conduct.
HRNEEEAGER » IV E SRIEAII T o Z [ & ZEE R
Christ will return — this is our conviction —the game will come to an end.
BB g —Ee R MeE S —tEEEE 45 R -
So, how shall we live?
HRFEE > FAMIERZ AN A& e 2
This is our conduct — we will make very effort.
Bl Hy2E RIS — — P28 T3t A0 -
Put more theologically:
1€ SEARER AN A R 2GRN
the ethics of the New Testament directly reflect the hope of eternity in the New Testament.
e R RS TR R K A & -
How we live now is to match who we shall be and what we shall be like when Christ comes again.
BAIBRAE IV ATE TGS Ay T Re UCEC R FIRF R I > DURCE AVE AR B PR & il
HIEE T -
Titus 2:12-13 reminds us to say
25 2 ¢ 12-13 FEEE R ¢
“No to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in
this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”
ISR ERATER AR A ORI RVIERE - SO ~ RE ~ SRS - FiEE
LENINE » W EERAY  HRIEMIH B E S SR E SR B -
Our lives now are a preview of what we will be like when Christ returns.

HAIRAER LTSRS & A B A BB SR A TR

Think of it like this: do we think we’ll run stop signs in eternity?

A DlEfE - M e S G H O] DA K TR A el B EE ?

So why run stop signs now?

TP Fo {1 PEE B TR A [R5 HEAZEEEIE 2

Do we think we’ll be careless with our words in eternity?

BeMe @58 O DK MRS EE 2

So why be careless with them now?

HSVEE R (TR SR AT 15 R EFIE 2

Do we think we’ll compromise our generosity, worship, love in eternity?
HMEESE T DIE AR - S0 E S FAIRTE E2 05 2
So why compromise now?

FRVEE Ry TE3RAE 221 E 2



Oh, Peter is not saying we will be perfect now;

- A A SR AR AT B RE B0 55,

but he is urging us to be intentional in our behaviour because that Day is coming.
e e T » 1T 5 EEAEERS - RAH—REGRIFEK -

By the power of the Holy Spirit, under the grace of our Lord Jesus, because of his sacrifice for
sin at the cross and his defeat of death at the resurrection, we take on now the character of
what we shall be in eternity.

SEEEEEAVAE ST AR EHBERAV LT - [RHAE 728 R 3Ryt - /e ENFEN: 7
SETC » FRAFTERAERE o] AR FRAFTRAE 7 A 2 e Ry RS -

This moral and ethical emphasis lies throughout the New Testament
EEEREmEERE T TR

— it is the impetus for our discipleship.

— B AMPIE I SRAVEN ST

We live now what we shall be like then.

Bl G AR — A A0 -

But how?

1B 25 T ETEE ?

In today’s passage, Peter provides practical guidance.

TES RV - SR EE T EEEE -

He emphasises a right perspective and a right posture.

il SR IEREAY REFERT I HERZERE -

What is the right perspective?

(2 EREAYREE ©

Did you notice the phrase “looking forward” in verses 12, 13, and 14?
RESAEET 12 ~ 13 114 §ip T AR | 225 2

We all look forward to things, don’t we?

PeME & S B - A2 2

Seeing a family member, you’ve not seen for a long time.
FRARCEIRAZH RIBHZR A -

A delicious meal with friends.

B —AE S FH S5 (R -

A longed-for vacation.

— B v v B R -

Finishing a project or college course.

e i —{[EH H BOREEERAR -

Not a day goes by, and we do not look forward to something — even if it’s just sleep.

12— KRB BAEIARFE (TR — SRR RSt —1x% -



But when it’s something very special, we are even more excited.

B E S EHARIRE Rl - B e e -

On July 9, Catherine and | celebrate our 35 anniversary.

7 59 H - LRI BT IGE IS 35 A4 -

Now | can’t remember exactly what was going through my mind on this day, June 11, 35 years
ago.

B CAREOAE 35 ATV S K > 6 H 11 H » Bl AEEEE T -

| take couples through pre-marriage classes and most of them, just 4 weeks before their
wedding, are panicking about many different things.

B B B B IS IERTERE - MRy RZ B AAE G RTHI Y E F FHG 2% 515
EEIRT -

| think we were probably the same

BABEAM AT RE B — 1R HY

— have we paid the booking fee for the reception hall, will the bridesmaids be OK with their
dresses, where are the rings, and would Catherine’s paternal grandmother tell rude jokes at the
reception (which she did)?

- WM& THHRENTEETE » (FIRINEIRE G EHEE T BRI - Sl
FHE S N S EF R S s (S EERT ) ?

But | was so excited, “looking forward” to saying, “l do” to Catherine.

ERMEEIFTEE - I T IR FHEEmE T BREE -

But even that excitement is dwarfed by the excitement Peter tells us of.

{EEN(E RS - BTSSRIV EE ALt AETE RLATL -

He says we are looking forward to the coming of Jesus.

faR P M BHFFE RRERAYEZK -

We look forward to the coming of Jesus, the arrival of eternity.

PP IHAFFZ B ERAVETAR - KRV EIER -

2 Peter 3:11 calls this is the “day of God”.

s 3 11 fHEE T WiHF, -

The “Day of God” is another way of saying “the Day of the Lord”. |
"HHHT 2 T EWNHT ) S —REERE -

it’s a phrase found in many parts of the Bible.

B A BB IR 1 T H BRI Y IERE

Romans 2:5 says it is the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgement will be revealed.

T 2 S HEEMRRIH T - AR AZA R -

2 Peter 2:9 simply calls it the “day of judgement”.

Mieted 2 1 9 B Ry T EHRIH

It is the day when all evil and opposition to God will be judged and destroyed.

i > FTA TSR SR 2 S HI RIS, -



Isn’t that a day to look forward to?

BN ERMERRAIRAR Y —RIE 2

But it is also the day when our salvation is complete.

EHERME SR H T -

1 Corinthians 1:8 says God “will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

SMZETE 108 S T WA ERERFIEE - SRR F R AR AT 8V H F i n] f5
=

Philippians 1:6 says it is the day when the good work God began in us will be brought to
completion.

WETZERE 10 6 50 - B MU E M EFALG Y= LB 52 H - -

In 2 Timothy 4:8, it is the day when Jesus will award us the crown of righteousness.

TERE KRGS 4 © 8 - iSRG R AT EZAH T -

What a day!

ZHIFEIFN—K |

No reunion, vacation, meal, graduation, or success can ever begin to compare!

(LT B ~ B~ e ~ SRS EN AR 2 AHE |

But even more intriguing is how in verse 12 Peter says we can speed its coming.
B E i NZFRAYE - ASAESS 12 Bisi M T LU e Ry EIzKR -
We can speed the coming of Jesus.

BT aT LI ERAB R EZK

In video, | can create a time lapse.
TERARE » Fer] DAL E LR e

This is when the camera is set to take a sequence of photographs,
B TE R HE IR — RS

but the photos are separated by a seconds, minutes, or even a an hour.
BN R AR —FD ~ g (/N

Then | combine the sequence into a movie of just a few seconds.
P& FE — 2SIV IR R dH AR —80 HA S s A -
Everything speeds up.

—VIEAINEE T -

But this is artificial manipulation of time.

(B2 HE I R A A R Pede -

Here, we can speed up the timing of Christ’s coming.

fEiEf » FFT AT DU A R ER AV -

There’s nothing artificial.

J2H TR ORI R ST -



Can you imagine?
TRAETEGNS ?
It’s our holy and godly lives that do this.
B2 2 P B BRI R A2V A RE i E e — 8 -
We've said there’s a connection between our conviction that Christ is coming and the conduct
of our lives;
TEATZ FIATEEEIRY - FelMTE AV E AR (S TR MRV A E R ST 2 A IR T BT
here there’s a connection between the closeness of Christ’s coming and the quality of our
discipleship.
friEf - AVEREAVEE ISR IES I E & 2 S Y -
How we live —the holiness we display, the witness we give, the worship we offer
Heffanfar 408 — FeMprRniyEDR - FeMPrsa TRV RES - TPz ftavid:
— hastens the Second Coming of Jesus.
— e IR ER RN 25 — R FERE -
Each time | share Christ,
/éf—r—q:jz INET ﬁ-py ,
each time | follow God’s ways,
EHREE AR -
each time | pray,
FEE
each time | sacrifice myself for the sake of the Gospel,
ERAEETNGEEREC
each time | act responsibly and honestly,
FERABENGRE I TEE
each time | forgive,
FE R
each time | am generous,
FE N
each time | love someone with God’s grace,
RS Ry R g —{E A
somehow in some way, God’s end-time calendar scrolls toward the end just a little faster.
SRR T AR B ORIy HE EAYEF RS g i R
We pray, “Come, O Lord”,
Heffgds - " 1m o sk, o
and he says, “I am coming, and you have a part to play to hasten that day.”
a0 T EAFEA - IRTT DI AR— KAV ARER - |
Doesn’t this change our perspective day-by-day, moment-by-moment?

BEIE N EENER MO E—K » HE—ZIRVRRENE 7 ?



This is how we “look forward” to the coming of Jesus.

ERRBA T ) ARERREERA TR,

But we not only look forward to the coming of Jesus

BRI E AR ERAYE 2K

—the coming of eternity

— K IRHYE R -

we also look forward to the condition of eternity

B IR AR IE

— what eternity will be like.

— KRR A AR -

Here we need to unpack some of Peter’s language.

fiEf - MR EME R FHEEE] -

In this chapter, he speaks of the earth laid bare and the heavens destroyed by fire;
friE—EH o MBEIREEA S DAL A ERVE YA S 5,

at the same time, he says we look forward to a new heaven and new earth.

[ElHF > s PP THAREE o AR it -

We often hear Christians say that our eternal hope is going to heaven when we die.
P E FERAEERR - TP PERAY KNI E R AR E -

At death our physical body rots in the ground but our spirit or soul goes to heaven for eternity.
TSR » B AEG e N - EIRIRVE S g ki AKE -

Yes, when we die, we are with the Lord.

1 ERAERT - IS BT -

Jesus told the thief on the cross, “Today, you'll be with me in paradise.”
HRERSE 728 BRYIREER © " SR REMEAELEREME - |

But this is only half the story.

Hig LR —F -

The Christian hope is not heaven when we die

EREEILRR - IR EA HERE

—it’s resurrection to eternal life in a new heaven and new earth.

— M AT AR R RS - #EA KA -

The glorious picture at the end of the Bible is not our souls going to heaven but,
ELOREA SR SRR ER FRIRE

in Revelation 21, the New Jerusalem — the city of God — coming down from heaven.,
MERURER 21 EHRTEAERY - FribEgiue — HHry - feXimkE -

where we will gather in worship.

FEARHER > BT — [FEIaOF -

This is what Romans 8:19 means:

EeSE 8 19AYERE ¢
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creation waits in eager expectation — looking forward — for the children of God to be revealed
(for the day of the Lord when we will be brought to completion).
AT RIGH— IR E BV 2 — HIRFE — ey 5 cidam (RBEERIH
o FMREEGEE) -
When that happens, Romans 8:21 says, creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
BV - ERE 8 21 5 B — VIR RHEEA R R P AR oK A
i AL SREN E HE A -
You see, “new heaven and new earth” does not mean new, like trading in an old car and getting
a completely new one;
TR » DRI M R R - G W B EE A B T
“new heaven and new earth” mean new like a newly renovated house

U RIS B BT
—it’s the same house, but it's been completely restored.
—EEE—FE T [HE&E a1 e
It’s the renewal of creation, not the abolition and replacement of creation.
s VB A E 2SRRI -
Acts 3:21 says, “He [Jesus] must wait in heaven until the time comes for God to restore
everything...”
FEREfTEE 3 20 8% « Tt CHRER) DEBETER B EHEEEEYIHIRHE - ... J
The biblical picture is you and me, resurrected with a renewed body, like Jesus” with flesh and
blood
LS REIRAE - DL S E61E0E - BLEHl SRAYIT A 2 fE—15
(a imperishable spiritual body as 1 Corinthians 15 says), living eternally in a renewed creation.

(IEAIERZ I 15 Freidy » —EAFIINEESE) - KEASEWRE AT -
It’s the resurrection Paul longed for in Philippians 3:11;
EIEERGEIEBIIIEEE 3 ¢ 11 FUEEMEE;
it’s the promise of Jesus to raise us up on the last day in John 6:40.
B IEE AR ELERIE T 6 40 FESFIRFIRHE 12— RIETENLIE -
This earth will be renewed — more beautiful and more glorious than we can imagine.
(BRI B — — PR MIRE IR R SRy E S5 ~ MR -
It will be “the home of righteousness” says 2 Peter 3:13;
TR EEE 3 T 1350W T |ANEAT
a world without sin, without pain, without death, where work is a joy, where food never decays,
where celebration is eternal, where love — God’s love — reigns.
—ERAIE - AR - AU AIES S FEIME - TIEE RS - Bk AR
EEAAILE - B — HNE — RAGUA -
We look forward to the coming of Jesus and we look forward to the new heaven and new earth.

HAIIARFE AL ARATEIZE > FePIRARF s Rt -



10

This is to be our perspective.
B RAMHVRRRL -
But what about our posture — the way we live?

EERAMTZ A ERHERE — EARAVAIE H2UE ?

In 2 Peter 2:13, the false teachers are blots and blemishes, revelling in their pleasures.
TEREERE 2 0 13 J1 o ([RERETRE ) 5RFIEE - AlFEER A E IR =4 -

But where they are blots, we are spotless;

Rl - B NAEMAFTA VS BEATHTT - (EFRA WL Y,

where they are blemishes, we are blameless;

B NAEAA 2 A BRI - EF M2 n 5 EHY;

where they revel in their pleasures, we have peace with Christ.

FE MR AR s A EHE A P2 BN

This is what 2 Peter 3:11 says.

ERENERE 3 1 11 FERAY -

We are the direct opposite of the false teachers.

S e GRS S RVATIIE

Our posture, how we look forward to Christ’s coming, is by remaining distinct from the false
teaching of our world.

PeMIHIZERE - BT EARARF A S SRV = - #RR IR S (E T SR AV R B B IR
PERE ©

What does this look like?

EE TSR ?

| watched a YouTube debate from Oxford University.

HEAE You Tube &M —{EA4-R REEAY R m (AR

The main speaker was a theologian named Calvin Robinson.

FEHE R T — AN S SR R (HER 5K -

The Anglican Church in England — the Church of England — recently “cancelled” Mr. Robinson.
PRI NG — ISR E AT — T T UM THEE -

He had trained to become a pastor.

iR ~Z i Ry BT R S -

They refused to let him be a pastor because he spoke out against liberal “woke” views and
“identity politics”.

fir MR E YA - R AR B E TR " &R, BN " BHBrEa ) -
In the debate at Oxford University, Calvin Robinson, said,

TR RBEHES R - RESCEE R

“Stop teaching about diversity, inclusion, and equality; start teaching about salvation and
redemption.”

"EIEFEEZIUE - BEMREE; B EREAIRE -
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False teachers divert us from what really matters

BT B M mEE A EE R EE

—they want us to focus on issues but forget the Gospel.

— AR EIRMIE N EF 2 M - i SEl e -

Peter won't let us be diverted.

R R E B RS -

He knows that when the church loses touch with the truth of the Second Coming, the church
loses touch with the call to witness.

R8I EERE R FERAEERY - g aiEnE T RSN -
He commands us to “bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation...”
(LA 15 (3 5 [ e I ESS (W M S = L5 = P

We long for Christ’s return but at the same time we share Christ with non-believers.
B EEEE R EZK » HERERMBETMEE T ZAE -

Christ may come tonight, but he may not.

EHSW TS BHTEERE -

The delay in Christ’s return offers us this window of opportunity.

B ERAVIESE P FHE T e ik e 2 % -

It’s God’s patience — he gives time for people to come to him.
= A L — #héa T AP R LS S AT -

The Second Coming motivates us towards outreach, mission, and evangelism.
o R MRS - BRI EES

This is our posture: holiness that keeps us focused on the Gospel.
EFERAMAVEERE © R RMETREE -

But our posture is also the diligent study of Scripture.
HERMOVZRTE S EEREHELK -

Peter emphasizes Scripture.

(e fgoma 7 EEAK -

In chapter 1, the Scriptures are not “cleverly devised stories”, they are written by eyewitnesses,
by prophets, by those inspired by God.

25 1 B BEAE TIURGETEE ) - EMEHmEERE - bR - AIPrEURIA
HEHY -

In chapter 2, the Scriptures report how God judged fallen angels, sent the flood to destroy a
depraved world, and burned the ungodly cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

1555 2 Erp o BRAKECHEL R HE S HY R o Al ALK B — (R B R Ay 5 -
SRR P 26 RN EE F1 S A B R IR -
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In chapter 3, the Scriptures declare that God created by his word, and he will bring history to its
conclusion by his word.

£ 3 = BAEREME N 7 HiryEEsE KNS &Y - Hith AR B CRYEESE KRGS R IE
EE 0

Peter has emphasized Scripture throughout this letter.

AR EEENE AR sR I B -

This fact alone is telling.

E—HEEAREFCL RN T -

Living for Jesus cannot be separated from the Bible.

Ry T BRI SRV AE e A BERERHEEAK -

The Scriptures are foundational for our faith.

LS RIS IAVESE -

But in today’s passage, Peter reminds us of something else about Scripture:

EAES KAV - (SRR PR B A Y HAt B 1

Scripture — in this case Paul’s letters — contains things that are hard to understand.

K — SHRHEIRENEE — B THDIEREAYRP -

So, Scripture requires careful, detailed study.

ALl BEEEFREE A4 ~ sRalisthbA T -

We need trained, skilled, and wise people to help:

Bl Z 2 el 4R ~ Feifaiizh ~ 1 HA R E0 AKEB#HA

people who correctly handle the word of truth, as Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:15.

B TEREA R BLFRAY A IEAD(RERTERRIE KIS 2 1 15 (P -

And without careful study, these Scriptures can be distorted by ignorant and shallow
discipleship.

WA LB AT > 128 R A RE S RIS SRS TE AT = -

You know, it’s OK to say, “l don’t understand this passage.”

TRAETEN > P52 PIER - T A ERES S -

It’s when we have the courage to say this and ask for help that we grow most.
tEEEERMABR RS E A SOREB - A S8BT EIINE -

But if we read Scripture thinking, “I don’t need to know any more”,

B » MRFAMTEEERA T T IR TRV T,

that’s when we’re in greatest danger.

B & B Ry Eba 2 5 e

We’ve closed our minds and, ironically, we become more susceptible to false teaching.
B &R E CHVERR - i BRI E - R A5 2 S5 BE 2 -
Here is the posture as we wait for Christ to come again:

UMMM AR B R Y RE
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read Scripture, ask questions of Scripture, and we’ll grow in our understanding of Scripture —
and avoid false teaching.

A e HHEOSCER - Ml g eSOV HEEE B — DI 2 PR R -

Christ is coming!

BRI |

So what now?

ABTRAT SR 2

Peter tells us.

e 253 7 HedM -

He tells us what our perspective is to be: we look forward, we anticipate.

i 5 ST IE B THIREE 2 (8 P2 r - FRFIZEHALT -

But we also hasten Christ’s coming

BRI AR TAEREIZK

— our faithful commitment to Jesus day-by-day brings Christ’s coming closer.
— Bl H 18— H SR RE LAVAR S > RHEEVE AV A IREAT -

And we also look forward to a renewed creation.

B AR = Y S Y Al

Our ultimate hope is not heaven when we die, but resurrection to a new heaven and earth with
Jesus at centre.

PRSI EAEIERAVRE - 128 0E E DAHB R Ry L Rt -
So, Peter also tells us what our posture is to be:

FTRA - et S e M B Ay ZBRE 2 (B

we live differently now.

PP ERAE BB A [F] Y 420 -

We celebrate our salvation and redemption.

Pl 2B BB AV REANIROE -

We seize the opportunity to share Christ.

BTt Lo Z A -

And we devote ourselves to Scripture. Amen.

P EE RS B - [P -



