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Let’s pray: Gracious God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we ask that You would now speak to
us by your word; we ask that You would enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, and we ask that we
would live in the eager expectation of Jesus returning soon. Amen.
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If you’ve ever gone on a long road trip with young children,

WRAR G AR 2 4N IR % T 2 R IR RAT I,

you’ll know that even when you’ve barely left home,
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you will start to hear the questions:
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“Are we there yet?”;
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or “when we will we be there?”
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It’s very difficult to explain to young children how to measure the time ahead.
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Imagine this scenario:
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you’re driving from Vancouver to Banff National Park
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—and you’ve told the children in the back seat that before we get to Banff,
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there’s a wonderful attraction for children called “The Enchanted Forest”.
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Maybe you’ve been there
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— | remember going there when | was a child, and we’ve taken our own children there.
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But once you promise such an exciting stop, the kids will keep asking “how long until we get
to the Enchanted Forest”.
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They will ask several times an hour, for several hours.

FESR D ARIZEME/INRE I, AP RE /NG BRI 20K



You left early in the morning, so you encourage the kids to have a nap on the drive,
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but they are so excited that they wiII not sIeep.
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But what often happens is that by the time you are approaching the Enchanted Forest, the
kids have succumbed to exhaustion, and have finally fallen asleep.
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You pull over at the driveway to the attraction, but the kids are now in such a deep sleep
that they can’t be wakened.
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So you get back on the hlghway and finish the trip to Banff in silence.
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The next morning, the kids realize that they’ve missed the Enchanted Forest.
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In the book of Second Peter, Peter is addressing the false teaching that questions whether
Christ will return.
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You can imagine the young Christians asking
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“how long until Jesus returns”,
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and “when will He be here?”
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They ask this repeatedly, until they grow tired of the question.
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At that point, these false teachers suggest that Christ will never return.
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But indeed, Jesus will return.
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However, those who have given up their faith in Him will not awaken to a glorious eternity.
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So Peter reminds these Christians that God'’s view of time is very different from ours.

Fr DA AT S i iE e R Bk, 3 IR ] ) vk B R R AN A [

Peter reminds them of Psalm 90:4, which tells us that a thousand years of our time is like a
single day to God.

WA PRIRAR FTRERG90: 4, oA, BT — TR B AGR AR — K.



Compared to God, we are like young children for whom waiting even an hour feels like an
eternity.
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But it isn’t only that God’s view of time is different from ours.
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The important point is that God is also sovereign over time.
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“Sovereign” means having supreme rule and authority.
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God created time, and so He rules over it.
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He can do whatever He wants, in whatever time He chooses.
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That’s why, when you read carefully, you'll see that Peter actually flips Psalm 90:4 around,
to say it both backward and forward.
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Not only is a thousand years of our time like a day to God, the reverse is also true:
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a day of our time is like a thousand years to God.
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That is because God can accomplish more in a single day than all of humanity can
accomplish in a millennium.
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You see, Peter is not giving us a mathematical formula
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— he is simply saying that our view of time is different than God’s, and that God is sovereign
over time.
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If we remember this, it can help us be aware of false teaching and harmful extremes.
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Many people have taken this statement that a thousand years is like a day to God, and tried
to reduce it to a formula.
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Some have developed systems and calendars to predict when Christ will return.
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One of the many problems with this is that it puts God on a schedule.
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Instead of remembering that God is sovereign over time, people have devised a sort of
calendar book in which God’s appointments are entered in for him.
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I’'ve never had a secretary like this, but I've heard of secretaries who keep charge of their
boss’s calendar,
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and begin each day by telling their boss what their appointments should be.
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God doesn’t need a secretary to remind him of his appointments.
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And He doesn’t share his calendar with us.
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He is sovereign over time, and He alone knows when Jesus will return.
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Any attempt to develop a system to predict when Jesus will return ignores the sovereignty
of God.
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We need to remember that in God’s sovereign view of time, it has been like a just few short
days since Jesus ascended from earth to Heaven.
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He will return soon.
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We just need to stay awake so that we don’t miss out!
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However, God’s sovereignty over time does not mean that He is unconcerned with us,
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or that He is heartless with how He guides history.
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Quite the opposite!
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In verse 9 Peter explains that God’s apparent slowness is due to his love and patience for us.
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Peter explains that God’s purpose in this apparent delay is to grant us more time to come to
repentance, so that we can all enter into the joy of Christ when He does return.
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Jesus himself indicated that God’s timing would allow for people around the entire globe to
hear the message of salvation before Jesus returns (Acts 1:8).
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However, Peter is not thinking primarily of non-Christians in today’s passage.
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He is writing to churches, and he says in verse 9 that God “is patient with you”.
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These Christians were in danger of drifting away from God'’s truth and missing out on
Christ’s kingdom.
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So God gave them time to repent of their sins and get back on the right track.

BT CAsAe 1AM R ] el B SRR, mIRIER.

And this is true for all of us, even if we have already put our faith in Jesus.
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Repentance is not a one-time event.
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Each of us needs to continually pursue growth in repentance, as the Holy Spirit shows each
of us how to better align with his word in our behavior, our attitudes, and our beliefs.
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| don’t know about you, but | need to repent daily!
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In verse 10, Peter warns us that the day Jesus returns will “come like a thief”.
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Jesus also warned us that He would come like a thief in the night, and He followed up this
warning with a short parable.
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In Matthew 24:45-51, Jesus tells of a master of an estate who goes away for a time, and
who leaves his servants in charge of his household.
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The servants do not know when the master will return.
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But when the master returns, he wants to find his servants busy, caring for the estate and
for the other servants.
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It is the same with us.
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When Jesus warns us that He will return suddenly, like a thief in the night, He does not want
us to start speculating about his timing.
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Rather, He is warning us to always be busy serving God, by caring for his affairs on earth,
and by caring for the people He has entrusted to us.
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This entails showing the love of Christ to everyone in our life, and sharing the message of
Christ in both word and deed.
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Jesus will indeed return, suddenly and without clear warning, at a time that only God the
Father knows.
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His return will not be merely metaphoric.
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His return will not be only “spiritual”.
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He will return physically, in his resurrected body.
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His return will be visible to all the world.
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Jesus makes it clear that He “will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” (Matt.
24:44).
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So let’s not waste our time trying to predict the timing of his return.
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Let’s just be busy serving Him.
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One event | like watching on TV is the National Hockey League playoffs.
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There may be no more exciting sports event than an overtime period in hockey playoffs.
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In many sports, when the game is tied at the end of a prescribed time, they may revert to
free shots or some other device.

E%%ﬁ@¢ B PR W 5 IR ) A ORIRR 4T 1 HOAS, MM AT sE e A &k, BEBROK
Bk, BU— LB .

| presume that this is intended to prevent the game from going on too long.
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But in hockey playoffs, both teams continue playing in a normal fashion until one team
finally scores.
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It doesn’t matter if it takes all night.
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The longest hockey game in NHL history took place in 1936, between the Detroit Red Wings
and the Montreal Maroons.
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It took 6 overtime periods settle it — that’s almost 3 normal hockey games packed into one
very long night.
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When Sandra and | were on vacation a couple of weeks ago, we stopped for dinner in
Squamish.
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As we entered the restaurant, | noticed that the playoff game between the Florida Panthers
and the Carolina Hurricanes was on live TV.
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As we left the restaurant, | noticed that the game was almost over.
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There were just a few minutes left, but — the score was tied.
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When we got home to Vancouver, | was surprised to find that the game was still going on.
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It was in overtime.
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So | thought | would watch the end of the game -- surely it should end very soon.
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It turned out to be the 6"-longest game in NHL history!
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The Panthers won with just a few seconds left in the 4™ overtime period, at around 2am in
their time zone.
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| was very happy that | tuned in, and that | did not miss the game-winning goal around 11pm
our time.
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The next week, another game between went into overtime, and | thought to myself —
there’s no need to watch the entire overtime.
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| can first eat dinner, relax, and then watch the game.
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I’ll still catch the end.
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But this was a bad calculation.
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It turned out to be one of the shortest overtime games — the winning goal came within 2
minutes of the beginning of overtime.
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But | missed it.
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Why am | telling you these hockey stories?
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The point is this: In overtime, you never know when the game will end.
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However, at any given moment you know that the end of the game is near.
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You aren’t waiting for anything else to happen first— all that remains is for the winning goal
to be scored.
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All activities are focused on this final event occurring.
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If you are a player in the game, every time it is your turn to be on the ice, you must play like
this is your last turn.
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You must give your all, you must play your very best, you must give 100%, every time you
are on the ice.
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For the end is near.
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There is no point in saving your energy for the next turn.
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That’s what makes the game so exciting.
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In every minute of overtime, no matter how long it goes on, the end is near!
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And that makes the Christian life exciting too.
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We're not lounging around because Jesus will return in some distant time.
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He could return today.
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So each day we give Him our 100%, serving Him 24/7.
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We seek to make the most of each and every day, because this day could be our last day
before we see Him return in glory.
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Peter continues to warn us in verse 10 that when Christ returns, “everything done [on earth]
will be laid bare” before the judgment of God.
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We’'ll hear more about this from Pastor Callum next Sunday.
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But in the meantime we know that Jesus could return at any moment, and that our hearts
and deeds will be open to his gaze.
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In light of this, let’s examine our own hearts daily, and let’s ask the Spirit’s help to
continually grow in repentance.

AER I, FRMERREEHCK G, ERMREERED, SRR Seh A
B

Jesus could return on any given day, so each day, let’s aim to be found by Him as faithful
servants.
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Let’s take each day as an opportunity and as a gift.
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Let’s serve our God eagerly, 100%, trying to do our very best for his affairs here on earth,
and caring for those He has placed in our lives.
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Let’s take every opportunity to share his good news of salvation in word and in deed.
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Instead of asking “when will we get there?”,
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let’s stay alert and awake, and serve our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength
(Mark 12:30). Amen.
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