Sermon i iE{= E-May 7. H 28, 2023
It’s Sure and Certain T 7E 5%
2 Peter {11512 E 3:3-7

When | was about 12 years old, | would ride the bus to and from school.

TEROREY 12 YR - P E G AHIRE ENEE,

The journey was about 10 kilometres.

AbE—EE R4 10 N HAYRSEE -

Today, buses have GPS, and arrival and departure times are posted digitally.

SR NHREFHENZS - BB AYRFE LI T3 -

You can even track buses on your cellphone.

E 2 A DIE T FIBHEASCH -

When | was 12 years old, none of that existed.

TEF 12 pRAVAMERF - 25 LA FAE -

Many times, | had to wait in the pouring rain not sure when the bus might come.

REHHE » AT ANEHEBARR LR - AHE A SE R EE K -

There were days when | thought, “I’'m giving up; I'll start walking.”

AWF - FeEiEfl o TR TR AERSE

Sometimes, when | started walking, the bus arrived, saw no one at the bus-stop, and drove past me.

HEF » EFGIGERS T ARENE T  BEIAHEIDIA A HE IR S5 -

So, | knew it was better to wait.

WIEEK » FERFERAr -

“The bus will come. It may not come when | expect it to. But it will come. I'll wait.”
"k - ERTRE R SRR R - (BT R - HEE -

Sure enough, the bus eventually arrived.

RN NACHLREIK -

One of the bedrocks of Christian faith is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
EERENNEALZ — R AR E I I -

Shortly before his crucifixion, Jesus tells his disciples in John 14:1-3,

FERET TR > HRERAESVEfRS 14 ¢ 1-3 RESTFE CHIFIHE -

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place for you. And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where | am.”

"IRPILEAEER RFE o WEEKR - BRI EFFSLRE 5298 » Tt
FESTMRM T - IREFE B IRMITEFH T A - AR RIRFTTERA 70T - SRR IR
FIRAESL - FATWE - DHIRFIHAEE - |
In Matthew 25:31, Jesus says that the Son of Man




R RtEE 25 ¢ 31 - HRfRESAL AT

— a special term that refers to Jesus

— —{ERHEHE ARAYfiTEE

— will come in all glory to judge the world.

— SR AR A B TR

As the disciples watched him ascend to his Father, they are told in Acts 1:11,

EFMEES I EISC A AR - EEEITE 1 0 11 o > A PIHeEA -

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven.”

BB RIS RAVERER - IR RAERTT ERE - Mt BB

Jesus knows he will die for the sin of the world;

HBfRAIE H O A AYSEMAE;

Jesus knows he will be raised from the dead;

HRERKI7E H O g e sba =S,

Jesus knows he will return to his Father in heaven;

ARtk H O IR R EAYSCANE,

and Jesus knows he will come again.

HRERAIIE B C g -

But why is the Second Coming of Jesus so important?

ARIEE - Ry(HPEEHBERAY S — XL L B 7

Well, we know this world is still trapped in rebellion against God.

B R 25 & T STy 2R R S g v o

Christ’s death and resurrection guarantee victory, but final victory still awaits.

AEHVERIE SRS T A » (B AN E AR e -

The day will come when there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain (Revelation 21:4).
A—K » FAFAESET ~ R - SSFEE®s (BURgk21:4)

1 Corinthians 15:23-24 teach that when Christ returns, believers who have died will be resurrected.
SR RIE 15 ¢ 23-24 ZUEER - EREEEANT  SERNEEREE

Then the end will come.

e RHBEEIK -

Jesus will destroy all dominion, authority, and power.

HRERRHER P A R4 A ~ FERRAIRET -

Everything will be placed under God.

—VIE R ER T -

And there will be a new heaven and a new earth.

FIZH Y EHT A -
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The Second Coming of Jesus is so important because it is the conclusion, the completion, the
consummation of all of history.
HRERAVEE R L EE S - R Ryt Bl R S Ay &%k > &fim ~ MISERK -
History began when God said, “Let there be light” in Genesis 1
FESEPERITEED 1 B ey " 2558 ) Bth
and it concludes in Revelation 22 where we are told
TERUT SR 22 SR - FEARE R i R
“They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.
And they [believers in Jesus] will reign for ever and ever.”
TP A TR EE L ECH Y AT fHEDERMT o ] (FEEIREREI AN ) ZEE » BEF
TKIKIBIE °
The injustices we see now will finally be made right by Jesus.
HFBREB A D IE LR AR iR IE -
The unfulfilled hopes we experience now will finally be realized in Jesus.
PR AT SRR R B R AV 2 S SR HR SR L E 3 -
The brokenness we feel now will finally be healed in Jesus.
BeAMIERAE B2 IR R SRR SR S 2506 -
The cross and the resurrection of Jesus guarantee these;
T ZRFIHN SRAE S PReg T iE— VI
but it is the Second Coming that completes salvation.
B8 RIS BOBIIHIR SR -
Hebrews 9:28 says,
HEAE 9 285K ¢
“...so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not
to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.”
P EEBIAA R HEE TR ARYSE o ROREESS A » BATRARRE o 2R T IRBEL
I3 =N
But this raises a question. A& ° Bitfed I —{E[HRE -
It’s the question that lies at the heart of the false teaching Peter exposes.
S IE ST R RE R sE R BB RTRERAL L ©
Listen to what the false teachers say in 2 Peter 3:4:
A Ae B ET TGRS 3 ¢ 4 FATERAYES |
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since
the beginning of creation.”
" E AR A FEE AR EEE 7 RS FERARDAZKE » BB g RIS R & — 6] |
The false teachers scoff.
(BT HEES -
They say there is no Second Coming. {525 5
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There is no promise. ;G5 JEZF -

Nothing has changed. —1JJ& A & P4 o

It’s as if they say, “How foolish to wait at the bus-stop. The bus won’t come; it never does. Get on
with your life as you want to.”

5 AR AT - FT*/\/\EEﬁﬁéﬁEEngyﬂ* g ANIIREAGN . KEEAGK - FIUAE
ELERE LT AR -

And this is the first point. i%_‘%%~£ °

Where there is no belief in the Second Coming of Christ, there is no constraint on our morality or
ethics.

WIRAAREEE S KRR - P InvErEsmERr AL -

God’s not coming, so who cares what we do?

A o SR TP HAM B e ?

And what happens then?

I A TR ©

It’s not long before humanity pursues its ”own evil desires”, as verse 4 says.

AAZ1% - IEAEE 4 Gifmel - ASEREEK T e H CAVRARE , -

As some say, “As long as | don’t get caught, | can do what | like.”

TEAE AGRAY > T HEAHINE] > P o] A S EHVEE -

The irony is that by rejecting belief in the Second Coming, that there is a final account to be given
before God, we reject objective truth.

EABRRBEWRNE @ BEEeaEs R EE - BRI ATA —(ERkise A - BMEE
R A

Truth becomes what we make it.

E R R AMRIEHYERPY -

So, we live in a world of competing truths because we don’t know truth.

FRLL > FAM AT — (I E A A s Py IS (R PP S A B -

So, try talking about abortion, euthanasia, gender identity, climate change, aboriginal rights, social
welfare, policing, legal systems

FTRL - sE Bk EmEERG ~ 22850 ~ MERIREE] ~ RlEEb ~ JRERMER] ~ thaEr] ~ B8 -~ A
e

—it’s not long before the labels are out:

— PR AW AG T 2K

right wing, transphobic, pro-choice, climate change denier, “woke”, religious nut, and so on.

AR~ BSERIZVEE ~ SR - RSB LEE - TEEE, SRR TES -

Remove a sense of ultimate justice that the Second Coming means, and we rapidly lose touch with
reality.

{7 S o KRR R RS AR A5, - B Bt e R ERR e -



| read the story of a US Navy sailor on a ship bound for Japan.
P —RIE - 2R — (8BS K — MR H AR
He broke a rule and was busted down one rank, fined, and given extra duty for three weeks.
REER T — R > MR SRR » PEAh - (i FESEERS N L IF = R -
Because he was looking forward to his 21st birthday on July 22, he consoled himself by thinking,
e - WA 7 H 22 HEMHARFHY 21 BAEH -
“They can bust me, they can fine me — but they can’t take away my birthday.”
"M T AR R - AT ] DASTEGR- BN -
As July 22 approached, his excitement increased.
fEE 7 H 22 HAVERIT - i R SGROR R g -
There will be a party and a celebration.
A — (BRI OUEE) -
When he went to bed on July 21, he happily said to himself,
7 5 21 H ERIEER - B E Ol
“They can bust me, they can fine me — but they can’t take away my birthday.”
" AT R AR - AP T DAST G- (B PI R BE BB IRAVAEH - |
The next morning, he found out that overnight the ship had crossed the international date line —and
it was July 23.
FORF o MRS - — IR 2R SRS TEIPEH B — I EAE 7 H 23
H7T -
This sailor assumed that no matter what he’d done, nothing could interrupt his 21° birthday.
K FERRL Ry - fEsm it 7 DA HTER DI Z MY 21 pRAEH -
Instead, he lost touch with reality.
BRI o B ENRET T
During this sermon series, we’ve learned again and again that when our culture, our society, our
world thinks the Second Coming is untrue and there is no such thing as judgement,
TEEEEEE R FM—RX—TSFEE] » E3UE ~ HEAEMIay i FLERel A5 R F R
EANEEN - IR EHERSEFR
soon it doesn’t matter what we do or how we behave.
TREATE 3R » I TR R IR A B SR T -
Without the accountability of the Second Coming, everything is up for grabs.
A F R EENEE - — U R DLELEK -
And guess what, we lose touch with reality.
TRIEEEEE - 45 R R0 P MR B B E R A -

But where there is belief in the Second Coming,
B2 » RERFIEIEFEES REE -
our lives are ordered wisely,

MR AT SR E A Y



our hopes are held faithfully,

WMV E =GB

and our trust in Christ is secured confidently.

WP EENE R S LY -

We can, with the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:18,

PeImiaes » WEEIREEIE IR ZE12E 4 © 18 HRFTERAY -

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, for what is seen is temporary but what is
unseen is eternal.

WA ZESEREN - MEBSENRL  FACERENZESRE - BARNTZ
Hy -

And when our eyes are fixed on the eternal, we do not lose touch with reality.
BRIV EIR E B RS - TN EHEERE -

On Monday, | spoke with a dear friend in England.

BEH— » BRI—DHZHVEESEE AV A STER -

He’s the pastor of a culturally diverse congregation

AL ST RO N E RIS S DR E =5

— perhaps even more diverse than Trinity.

— b =—%gE %otk -

He was telling me how recently he saw an Arab Christian and an African Christian talking together
after the service

PR BT R RS R % - BB R A A B A — TN EE i — A5 -
Both were new to the church and had only just met.

W BB Aoy A o 7 M L

When their conversation ended what did they do?

B IS BREE SRR - AP (B ?

They held each other and embraced — Jesus brought them together.

P AR — S BRI A M 2 —EE -

My friend cried with joy.

P AR A Z R IfAL

Those two Christians, from such diverse cultural, ethnic, and language backgrounds, displayed the
reality of eternity

AR EE S B ~ FEIEAIEE S 5 e QA - R ZIAIE R T — B AR B
— life with Jesus at the centre.

— DAHBR Rt Loy A

This is what excites me about Trinity.

B = AR E AR T -

We get to display eternal reality here

HeffE e 2 HUK AR E
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— for the Holy Spirit brings us together and our diverse cultures and languages are celebrated but
celebrated under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
—- RN B EEI M REAT i  (EHREREVEAYERE T - A EIRVSACHIEE S HA BRI E L -
Philippians 2:10-11 declare that one day every knee will bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord.
WETZERE 2 0 10-11 57 - GRRER G - ROEEER - I AEEE T -
But we get to do this now!
RIS > FRAPIERAERL AT LAE R T
We are the advance party, the vanguard, the announcement, the preview of what is to come.
HM2IER - BalttE  BESHE @ THERIREEERER -
We get to show by our lives and say by our lips,
PRl IR AT E 2K e » BRIk E &
“Jesus is Lord and he’s coming again! This is reality!”

"HRERE T MR | EREHE |
And this changes everything.
BT —1) -
Now, by the power of the Spirit, we say to the world,
BAE - #EEEEEERYRE ST - FRFTEHEFER
“Do you want to know what forgiveness looks like?

R REHTE B AR TR A 2
It looks like this. EiSEEHY ©
Do you want to know what generosity looks like?
IRAR R R (TR A HE 2
It looks like this. EiSEEHY ©
Do you want to know what truth looks like?
{RAR R B A2 (B T AyHE 2
It looks like this.
BB -
Do you want to know what God’s amazing grace looks like?
TRAEHTE FAr ar ey B R (PR - H S 2
It looks like this.
BB
Do you want to know what Jesus is like?
IRABKIZEHB R (TR 7
Look at us!”
BERME! |
Wow! And all because we believe in the death, resurrection, ascension, and second coming of Jesus.
| E—VIEER R EMTHEIRERIYIE T ~ 187& ~ FHRFIHEZK -

We are not just in touch with reality — we, by God’s grace, display reality!



BefMA R E B E R — M - SEE iy Et » ErIRE |

In a world that’s lost touch with reality, we are called humbly and graciously to display reality.
FE—{E EER E AR ERAV T S - PRI A AsR R = A R R E -

The second thing Peter says is that these false teachers have lost touch with God’s Word.
FFATER e —FEE - E e RAE B EERE R S TS -

Verse 5 says they deliberately forget that God created by his word,

& 5 st MECE S st DAt AYEERIAEHY

that God judged the world at the Flood,

A A KR AR

and that God will bring judgement on this world by his word.

G By it 5 CHYEE S HE (@ 5L -

Now, Peter has already emphasized God’s Word in the second half of chapter 1,

BT » S TEEAESE 1 BEAVIRFER 58 1 fHAYES -

with examples of God’s judgement in chapter 2,

1255 2 ZErp DAt A R B

and, as we saw last week, in the first two verses of chapter 3.

Rt > R3] EEEFRYE 3 EHIRTRETLESL -

The point here is that God has said what he did (creation) and what he will do (final judgement at
the Second Coming of Jesus).

EENEELE - M ARG (BIE ) AR Ry CHEERSE RIS Y A (% 48
)

His Word — his truth — stands at the beginning of everything and at the end of everything.

AV EE — Y B — I — DA BAAGR1454S -

God is before time and after time — he is eternal.

TR R BRI ] 2 1 — 2 7k (R HY -

Therefore, everything is from him and for him and is held by him.

RIEE - —VUIERIRE L > Rtk - AL EriiErs -

Two years ago, Oxford University professor of astrophysics, Pedro Ferreira, expressed how puzzled
scientists are about basic truths about the universe.

WA > AR R RSV BEfEsE 2L (Pedro Ferreira) FRiE [ RPEZFEFTHANR
HEHAYAIR -

He said, “We are at a complete loss at how to explain some of the most fundamental but baffling
observations about how our Universe behaves. ... We're no closer to answering the big questions
than when | started out.”

fiE © T BRAITE N HIE R Ao AR — e A B AR E S ARV AE R B TMIHIF 2
ERRELTHY o . BRAMND LA L I BHAARY I i R MR A -

Now, we must avoid what is sometimes called the “god of the gaps” theory.

HAE > TR R f T 228 20 AEEs -
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This is when we say, “What science cannot explain must be God — God fills the gaps in our
knowledge.”

ERFERMTER - TR R AR — 2 B T — ] DR MRS 22 e

Nice idea, just not biblical.
R FRE R AR -
When Peter says God’s Word stands at the beginning of everything and at the end of everything,
B A Y BN — VRV BRAGRISS 45 AV -
he reminds us that every part of existence, the parts we understand and the parts we don’t,
e e - FAENE 7y - BRI RN E Y -
is because God faithfully holds us.
BN R fiE B FEE TR -
So, it’s not that science can explain away God;
Fir L A SR ER A AR A] DR BRI AE;
it’s that science, or mountains, or beauty, or music, or plant life, or steak sandwiches, or colourful
Chinese celebrations, or Filipino rice, or love exist because God’s Word is at the beginning and at the
end.

BRI~ 55~ T *ﬁ% ﬁFEF ED%/D : 7F;Z§'Z’\EI@ PR OLEE) - JEEREECRERECE
FAE El%ﬁﬂéﬁ*ﬁ;
The irony is that by d|sm|ssmg the Second Coming, these false teachers —and many today
BAMRERAE @ WE G ES KGR - S5 - LS RIEFS A
—scramble in darkness to understand creation from beginning to end.

— (£ R PR AR RIS A FRAG SR 4T

They have no certainty and no promise.
2 AEENE - I HERE -
But God’s Word is sure and the Second Coming assures us that life is secure in Jesus.

BV EEEE EERY - B RIFEREMIREE - Lafe iR E R a1y -

But there’s still a question to ask

B — B AR R 2K

— a question we all have and the question that gave the false teachers a reason to say nothing
changes:

— —(EFIE RV » — 4G TR AR — VA A e ay
“Why hasn’t Christ returned?”

P EE R TIEEEAEEK ?
Or, “When will he return?”
B TR 2

Jesus said he would return.

HRfRER e oK

Even in the second last verse of the Bible, Revelation 22:20, Jesus says,
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R EIREE 6 > Bomgk 22 ¢ 20 » HBERER
“Yes, | am coming soon.”
TEHY O BBk
But soon was 2,000 years ago.
SRR Tl 2000 A ©
How is that “soon”?
s EIEReR TR UE Y
We know that some in the early church believed Jesus would return in their lifetime.
BefMr1E - FEIBE Fay— S EEE A RS e YA & 2 ALK -
Christians in Thessalonica, for example, were disturbed when other believers died before Christ came
again.
B - iR E AV E B ER RN % » R R E — S ESE A E A Al -
Paul answers them in 1 Thessalonians 4-5.
CREEATISHZR EATE 4-5 Z (a1 T4 -
He says the Lord will come like a thief in the night, when least expected.
fhEi - EEIERAERGIR— 0K - (E a8 A FIHIIRHE -
This is a sobering reminder to us not to pin down Christ’s return to certain events in our world.
sl NBFENVETR - IREEH M B A E A A T 5 E AR B R R -
For 2,000 years some in the church have gone on record to say Christ will return on this date, at this
time, in this season.
2000 F2K » g hay—i NRGEREVERHEEE HIN - EE R - EE{EREEsKimwaEd
| remember when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1991,
HELFE 1991 FFH e AR -
several well-known Bible teachers said this was a sign of Christ’s return
B FE LAV EE RSN - B R AV RS
because they claimed that in the last days Babylon would rise to challenge God
R R FTER R H 5 » EEb e sk
—and the ancient city of Babylon is in Iraq.
—E b E s e e -
But of course, all attempts to fix the date have been wrong.
B2 - &8 FrAEArEE H I E SRR -
In today’s passage Peter says scoffers will come in the last days.
TES RIVEESCH » FASERAT R IR R A 5 20 a8 2 KEE -
When are the last days?
B & i H 2 e s 2
It’s tempting to think the “last days” are a fixed time in the future.

MNIREZZE Ry " RKH § BARAATFAEE E R -
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Peter could not mean this because he’s describing scoffers who were already active in the church in
his time.
Al ge R ERE R - R AR AR ER RSS2 F RS A -
So for him, “the last days” had already begun.
FrRAEHRER - ORIV H T ) C&RHAT -
Pentecost — today — tells us the same.
AR - ELES K - S M EEE S -
At the first Pentecost, Peter quotes the prophet Joel in Acts 2:17-21.
TES BRI > BAEGHEITI 2 © 17-20 55 [ T SLAILIBIATEE -
The prophecy — which refers to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost — begins “In the last
days...”
AMETES — e fs A AT DB g EE — ive T ERENH T
In other words, the “last days” are not a time in the future;
MabgEhE - T ORH N BRIV,
the “last days” describe the time from Pentecost to when Christ returns.
" RIBHIH T T A A E R RV AR R o
In other words, the last 2,000 years have been the last days.
Ham)Ehs - #ARY 2000 FEFLERBRYH F -
We live in the last days as the church last century did, 500 years ago did, 1,000 years ago did, and
2,000 years ago did.
Bl ARJEAERIE - grge BEEAC > 500 FHi > 1000 FF-Hij - 12000 FHiHYZE —F -
The challenge for us is not to try to define the time or season of Christ’s return.
Bl I ER A PRERA 2 el B e R A B B AR A e 2R -
Jesus told us that only the Father knows this.
HRfk & » RARCRIEE—HE -
As | shared with staff a couple of weeks ago:
TEA0FR R AT ] T SZAVAREE
for the Second Coming, we’re not on the organizing committee;
RS AR - FRATIEAAEAMEGH 2
we’re on the welcoming committee.
B2 EilZ 2 g -
It’s not the wait that is important
HENANEEFRF
—it’s knowing that Christ might return at any moment and therefore we must be ready.
— RS R EFER AT RE A A DA M R M 21 -
What does it mean to be ready?
M B R T 2
We will discover in the rest of this chapter.

AP TEA SRR B S AR -
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Christ is returning.
R -
The Second Coming is not some bizarre, irrelevant, primitive doctrine of Christianity.

R SR E B E T FEAY  SERHEEEAY  BRAAAYEGER -

The Second Coming is the inevitable conclusion to God’s work of salvation.

o R R RO TAFAY LRSS -

It is the final consummation of God’s victory;

Xtz O} et i

the ultimate declaration that Jesus is Lord.

Bl fif i EHISRE &

On that day, every knee will bow, and every tongue confess

ﬁl_g 9& ’ /II;KHJ\%B%EF‘F ’ Kr/\[:[%lggamu

— willingly or unwillingly — that Jesus is Lord.

— [BREEA B — HRFRE L -

Those who do not know Jesus will face the eternal consequence of their decision.

AP EEA SRR HB ERAY AR R AL e E Y AR IR -

But those who believe in Jesus will be raised to everlasting life

{EAPELAR S HRERHY A RHE IS 2K &

— the final resurrection.

— B RHIEE

And we will worship our Lord and enjoy eternal life in the new heaven and new earth.
PR BOFEAM  » AEH Rrith ph =E2k AE -

In the meantime, we pray with the early church and with Christians in every generation since:

BAIE[EN - FRMEL R IAZE R B H AR T — RH A B —Ea &

“Maranatha” “Come O Lord.” Amen.

"Maranatha ; " I > {RARIE o FAf{f



