Sermon FEEEE
May ﬂﬂ 21, 2023

So Remember Fif DAZEEE
2 Peter f{15:12E 3:1-2

Do you remember learning to ride a bicycle?

IRiEEC 0 5 TEAYIFING 2

| have a vague recollection.

P —(EFRECIE.

| remember the bicycle — it had a red frame, blue mudguards, and white handles, saddle, and
tires.

W HF M ETE——EA —HiL i ESE - BEEEENR - Oy ~ Bl
fg -

| remember who helped me — my dad, holding on to the back of the saddle, running alongside
me, and then letting go.

LT e B B — — TRV A B R YT 1] - FOFR—HERE - AARIT

But | don’t remember exactly where he helped me.

{EFA I MEA AR -

Was it in the street where we lived?

EAE AR L 2

Was it in our back yard?

B REE ?

Was it in a park?

AT BN 7

But | am confident that | learned to ride a bicycle.

FEER  RABLREE TRETH -

| know | learned to ride a bicycle.

WHRIERE T TR ETTH -

| have no doubt that | learned to ride a bicycle.

WEN RO TRETET -

Do you know why | am confident, sure, without any doubt?

HEEF R (TS » T - Z2MEefing ?

Because | can ride a bicycle.

NRHRERHETH T -

And here’s the wonderful thing:

s TFERIDHVEE -
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even if | don’t ride a bicycle for weeks or even months, if | get the bike out, | don’t have to pause
and try to remember how to ride a bicycle;
RO RS A& 2 % H A ETHE - HERIEEENR  WATEE M AREASEEE
SSEATHE,
| don’t need someone to hold the saddle, run beside me, and then let go.
WAFTEA NFKE R - R BB RMERT -
Riding a bicycle is instinctive.
B A T B CLAS Ry AN RE
It’s automatic.
EEBHY -
It’s muscle memory!
VY INAER =S
The movement, the sensation, the ability to balance have been repeated over and over.
gh{E > BVE - SFEHIRE N B —E N —iRE
My brain has consolidated these so that riding a bicycle is second nature, literally “thoughtless”
WHYRISEE 72—V » FrbBs BT &R AN - it i DL T A EEE
— without the need for thought or concentration.

- P B SRR -

Today we begin the final chapter of our message series on 2 Peter.
SR TABHGREN S8 E R E BN R —F -

Just 18 verses to go.

HIRIT 18 BT -

And what verses these are!

FE T B — ERLE S |

They’re not just the climax of this letter,
EfMEEEEEENE

they give us a glorious and rich summary of humanity’s destiny,

T BB T A e AR SRS HVARES -

the believer’s responsibility, and God’s sovereignty.

BIENERE » DUk EAra TR

Peter will remind us of the hope we have, the way we should live, and, most of all, the glorious
grace and victory of our God.

et E R - FefMavin s - FRIMIEZ I A0E » A EREAYE - T brmseidny B it
FORA] -

But that’s the point — Peter is going to remind us.

(B iE RLE EER — — G R AR T -

He’s developing what we already know;

it IEAE R M EAE TN,



he’s developing our spiritual muscle memory.

i IEAE IR FAMBEAVALAECTE

And this, | hope, excites us, puts us on the edge of our seats, causes our hearts to quicken and
our eyes to widen.

WA EEEERMEE - FRMABITAZ  BRMOPINZE - B RFATAVIRE -

You see, Peter may not tell us anything new, but he’s going to deepen our love for God and our
delight in the Gospel.

TE - A A ST EAERD ARG - B g IR BT tE =
=2

So, today, Peter tells us to remember:

FTRA - SR RG-S HdMEE R

remember why he’s writing,

SUEML R (R EEHE

remember what we’ve got,

sCEFRFIFT A -

and remember who we are!

sCiERMTEHE |

Why is Peter writing?

G R (T TEBE R B EHE 7

2 Peter 3:1 says this is Peter’s second letter.

f3%E 3 1 1 SiEE e —EHE -

Both, he says, are “reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.”

frs » WEMEHENE " FRERIRMT » BEH R ESRAYL -

Before we go further, allow me to clarify one interpretive detail.

TERTE—D 5w 2 7 - 55 e EOEE — (5 5y s ED -

It’s tempting to think that because we call this letter 2 Peter,

BB E L - N RRMIEEEEAHSES -

the implication is that the first letter he wrote to these Christians is 1 Peter.

B NZE B BG IS E NS —HEREHSAE -

That’s by no means certain and it doesn’t logically follow.

WA REER T BT

Just because Peter says this is his second letter does not mean the first letter is 1 Peter.
R R EsR S i E —EE A ESRE E—H E e eRIE

It’s worth remembering that when Peter or Paul wrote multiple letters,

ERUECHE - BRI ERES TIRZENE -

they didn’t put 1 Peter, 1 Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy in the title.
DL AR ~ B AIE - MR EARTE - KRS R EAEF -



They just wrote a letter.

iR BRAi s T —EHEME -

When “first” or “second” was placed in the title by the church years later,

% BRER RIS ) 2 1RE ) BUEAEETE

it was a chronological indicator.

ia e — B IR HEY IS RE -

The church is just indicating which one came earlier.

Ha R —EE 2 E R R -

For example, Paul wrote at least 4 letters to the Corinthians:

pian - freg 2/ DEEERE AE T 4 £1E

1 Corinthians was the second of the four, and 2 Corinthians was the last of the four.

SR ZRTER B UENE FHYE —E . SR E R NENE ARG —E -

The reason why 1 Peter may not be what Peter refers to in 2 Peter 3:1 is because 1 Peter was
written to Christians spread across a large geographical area,

SR AR N SRR REEE 3 + 1 FHEREINE—EME - IR ARSI E EAEE
EM R R E KA E -

whereas 2 Peter seems much more specifically located.

Mk e e BRES— T -

What’s more, the content of 1 Peter doesn’t sync with the theme of false teaching in 2 Peter.
TREEAE » RIS NS B S %E PR SEER SN Ew il £ A —2 -

Now, so what?

HAE - FEZ EJEE ?

| tell us this as a reminder to read Scripture “deeply”.

A AKHHER R 7RI MIR RS A -

We want to honour God’s Word, so gaining understanding of a passage of Scripture’s context
and content is an act of godly devotion and a sign of good discipleship.

Pl % B VEheE - R T RIS SN A S =TT R 2 — e
TEAVISES -

So, with that stated, let’s ask why Peter writes his letter.

ARPE - SREEM - FBERMEEE /HTTEEEEEE -

He says he writes in order to stimulate us to wholesome thinking.

fhEffth s E My T B B -

It’s interesting, isn’t it?

EIREEE - HEAZ?

Peter has spent a whole chapter exposing false teachers and false teaching

RASAE T BB —F0 S B B A e (R BOE



—and he still has some more to say in verses 3-5.
— fthAE 3-5 B A —LLIEERAYES -
But, as important and necessary as this is, his central purpose is not to expose false teaching.
FEE T EENIFE LR - (HE SR E WA M LI L HAY -
Remember Jesus’ words to Peter at the Last Supper, just before Peter says he’ll never betray
Jesus.
SUISHBERTE R e I FIIASERAYEE » BUE NG H R ERNE ALK 2 /T -
Jesus know Peter is vulnerable; his characteristic brashness likely to lead him into trouble.
HR kR (R A2 Mg g ey, R A B E I rl sE g et B e iE =~ -
In Luke 22:32, Jesus says to Peter, also called Simon:
FEFSAIET 22 ¢ 32 o > HEAREIS (R RPEFT) 35
“But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.”
FEIRCE R IR o (EIRAZERE TS0 o RIOPEME » ZEEERAVEIL |
Peter must remember this because his purpose in this letter is to strengthen believers.
SRR E—R  RAEREEEA St EEEEHEA -
He’s fulfilling what Jesus’ words to him at that Last Supper.
HRERAEAD S 2 AU E S PR AYEE (E AR S R E -
So, Peter wants us to have “wholesome thinking” — to be strong.
FTEA > RS EIfA " By, — ZEEGE -
Wholesome thinking is attitude instinctively informed by the Gospel:
Y LR A RE At S TR AYRGE
it’s the muscle memory of our thought
s B EAINLAETE
—when injured, our first thought is forgiveness;
- B2 R GER - WMTERERINE A
when stressed, our first thought is trust;
BRI - T E S EER R E
when suffering, our first thought is learning the way of Jesus;
BT - BT E SRR 2 R S HRERAIER
when opposed, our first thought is worship;
EREEIERS - WM E SRR ERTFESE;
when in doubt, our first thought is to persevere.
BRI RN T - BMEREEINEER N X -
It’s the list of glorious characteristics in 2 Peter 1:5-7, being formed in us as we submit to Christ’s
way in us.
EEREEE 157 FoREIVREURE - BERMBCAEE IR - AE R E
R T -



Think of it like this:

A DLEAAR

it’s so easy, isn’t it, to fixate on what’s wrong, on what we don’t like, on what is false.
BIRES) - A2 BUENMTERZSERY ~ T S -V TE 2 R -

And as Christians, it’s important, of course, to recognize false teaching.

TEREVESE - BE O YIE RV BEEE N REE -

But if all Peter did was identify false teachers and false teaching,

B2 » RS FTEHY S 28 R B AR (B & -

we’d just have a long list of heresies — that’s helpful, but not life-changing.

R ERMEER —RENRIE G E——EHNRMREEE  EAgXEE L -
Only telling someone never to eat mouldy bread, won’t help them enjoy the taste of fresh bread.
HEFAIRBENZEIZZ BV - 1A g =2 m e n kA -

So, Peter focuses on what is good

FirPL o RSB T 4 HY

— wholesome thinking, thinking that harmonizes more and more with the way of Jesus.
— EFKHYL > BAE SRAY s A ik i7h FHy FEUAE

Let me illustrate why he does this.

R AR S (TP IE B

Some years ago, the American Banking Association sponsored a two-week training program to
help tellers detect counterfeit bills.

SAFR > EEER TR ER) T —(E S BN FEAERIETE] - DUE B AN SRR RED -

The program was unique.

s B E A

Not once during the program, did the tellers even look at a counterfeit bill;

TEEE B EAE T - A E — X2 A Rk,

not once did they listen to lectures revealing the characteristics of counterfeit bills.

2 AEE B — XA~ R YR -

All they did for two weeks, hour after hour and day after day, was handle authentic currency.
TEF EHARVERE S - —/ N X —/ N » —HE—H > T EHEEEEY -

The goal was for them to become so familiar with the genuine that they could never be fooled
by the false.

AR EERY - LB BN SR ERATESE - B % AT -

This is what Peter is doing!

e R IEAE Y 15 |

He wants us not to become fixated on false teaching but to become so in love with Jesus that
we know the truth and can therefore spot the false.

it 7 B AT EEE TR Y2 E - B SR - W RIS B - SRR AR (B P
E °



This is what he means by “stimulate” in 2 Peter 3:1.
AR EERE 3 0 1 FATERAY TS BUEE -

In fact, this is the word used to describe the disciples waking Jesus when the storm almost sinks
the boat in Mark 4:38-39.
HE L EEFEESAES 4 0 38-39 I PIEAVNEEUR 281 02 it M N BE H 6K
FyzEe -
“Wake up, Jesus!”
" EERET - HSEK
There’s nothing restrained or passive here.
EEANFAE RS BB R -
Don’t treat your discipleship like a long snooze.
AN EHEIRAVF I E MF RAFHEAIIRIE -
Want to know how to spot the false, the counterfeit.
TERE S IHBERR - SRSy -
“Get serious! Wake up!”
TRUEER | EERE
Be passionately devoted to Jesus in how you live and think.
FLENFHOEA S R ERER - AR H R AREME S -
Remember why Peter is writing.

SLERHT RTTEER(E -

Second, remember what we’ve got.

B FEoERfo&smady -

2 Peter 3:2 says, “l want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the
command given by our Lord and Saviour through your apostles.”

M 30 280 ¢ T ERMECHEESRRITH AR AVEEA £ — B EH e < - BLEEERTE
PRI =

Peter sends us back to the Scriptures.

(RS [ BE AL

You’ll remember that in 2 Peter 1:20-21, he has told us that Scripture is divinely inspired, God’s
unique word.

(RS RS 102021 o s PTERGUR B R B EEE -
Here, Peter shows us something more:

TEEM RS AIRFIER TEZIINE

Peter connects the words of the prophets in the Old Testament, with the words of Jesus in the
Gospels, with the message of Christ announced by the Apostles.

R EE QY TR e RV EE AT 4V tE & & P HL R AVEE AR (ERE M E S A BRI E B =&Y



As one well-known Bible teacher, William Barclay, said,
TR AV EE RS BN -2 sk (William Barclay ) FIraft
“The Old Testament foretells Christ; the Gospels tell of Christ; the Apostles bring the message
of Christ.”

ENTHEAE EE S T AR AR TAENER -
So, we need the Old Testament and we need the New Testament.
FrlL - P74y - tFREHmEY -
Clearly implied, therefore, is the importance of reading and studying the whole Bible, not just
parts or pieces.
Rl - ERUE SR T RIREAIT TR ARV E N » MTMEEEESREE -
To have a biblical understanding of God, creation, salvation, humanity, discipleship, eternity,
hope, truth, the church, faith, grace, wisdom, Jesus, requires the study of the whole of Scripture.
HKEHR M - Al - BB - AME - FIERINSE - k- A/ BEE - Fg - E0 B
#i ~ FEE  WPEREEAEE S 4 SE RRRER AR AR > TP FE TSR R A EE A o
It is the whole of Scripture that shows us Jesus and therefore keeps us from error.
BN M THRER - RsRy S e MEnEdiu -
In the words of the head of the Church of Scotland, uttered at the Coronation of our King or
Queen, as a Bible is placed before the new monarch:

FHERAS B 20 A EE KGR - AR E B /G RV INE IS b B & L
A -

“to keep you ever mindful of the law and the Gospel of God as the Rule for the whole life and
government of Christian Princes, receive this Book, the most valuable thing that this world
affords. Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God [the living
Word of God].”

"R T BRI EERCE AN HIE S o (F R EEE EMIARVE(E AR JE FIBURT AR AL -
sREZEATE  EeEETFREENREAEEENVEE - EEREERERAEELEE
AR B [FH SR Y] -

Peter wants us to remember why he’s writing:

e E R MEC M R R

to wake us up to full devotion of Jesus

MARE T HR AR e e B

— for then we know the truth and can spot the false.
- R R iE e MR E B - WRE SR -
Peter wants us to remember what we’ve got:

et R MEC eI ARy

the Scriptures — the living Word of God,;

HRAK — S A 2,
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the Scriptures that are a whole that foretell Christ, tell of Christ, and bring us the message of
Christ.

R —EEERS » THEAE @ s8Il E - Wik IMAENER -

For as we grow in understanding of the Scriptures, we know the truth and can spot the false.
RS E P M R A A B RIS R > FRMIRIZE BB > U RESE R AR -

Finally, Peter wants us to know who we are.

Bet% A TERRE R MR IE M2k -

As we read chapter 2, it’s heavy stuff, isn’t it?

BRI 2 = - N R R - EEE N2 7

Warnings of judgement, evil, darkness, deception.

B HRANER A~ FOE - B - BRERAVER -

In chapter 2, his target is the false teachers and their false teaching.
1556 2 B fhAY H AR E A PR SR S

But as chapter 3 begins, there’s a wonderful change of tone.
EFEES 3 =B » sERSEE T UHVE L -

You may have heard the word “agape”

{RATREREER 8 " agape | ZE &l

—the New Testament Greek word that describes God’s amazing love;
— WréUA IREE - G

the love that the Father has for the Son;

SCEFHVE,

the love that we are to have for one another;

P =R LA

the love that Paul rejoices in when he says,

PREEENEME » EfE

“The life | live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20);

"HIEEENA R REEERERSE - MEEE > hIkEC -
the love of God that sent Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10);
YA B AN AR R P MIH SR ISR S (U —F 4 10) ;
the love that is the love of John 3:16.

PESEItES 3 16 HYE -

Well, here in 2 Peter 3:1, for the first time in this letter
B HEEE 3 1 1 EEEE - REEEEEET
—and for four more times in this chapter

— FEAREE HEE IR T U2

— Peter addresses us by this love.

— et A aE AR 3 A -
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He calls us “Dear Friends” as the New International Version translates it.
i FE M Ry TIREAVAIA o o IR EPRAR P BT ARE -
But the word is “agapetoi” — “beloved”.
{BiE{E5EE agapetoi y —— THEHY, o
This word is used 79 times in the New Testament.
i EFE T P EE T 79 2K -
In the Gospels it is used nine times, and it always and only refers to Jesus.
R EF - B T i HEREE TS R R -
So, at Jesus’ baptism or at the Transfiguration, when the Father speaks about Jesus, he says,
“This is my ‘agapetos’, my beloved Son.”
RILL - HRERAESZRAG B LIS G - 8 RACBRENARER - T ER -
BRI Tagapetos | FRAVET o |
But when we come to the rest of the New Testament, for the remaining seventy times,
something amazing happens.
B ERTREGH AT EERE T - R Py E+X P — S 0HSEEREE T -
How the Father describes Jesus, is how we are now addressed.
KA AR R - 0 R F P LA R Y T = -
We are “agapetoi”.
A2 " agapetoi ; FHEHY -
All the darkness of chapter 2 suddenly shifts as Peter speaks to us — believers —and calls us what
we really are: “beloved”, the objects of Jesus’ sacrifice.
25 2 FiEE - FrANYRREEAVMAEL > B E R ME S EENES - —— IR
BEWNEM - THERN ), ——HCEREERE S -
Just as Jesus is beloved of the Father, so we are beloved of God.
IEAER R R AR ERY » B2 T Edy -
And this is what this means: you are the object of God’s special affection.
EeiEEER L IRE MR RIEAVEH SR -

See, this is what we are to remember:

E 0 Eie MR

if you have given your life to Christ,

WERIRIEIRAY A afrés T AEVE -

if you’ve come to the cross of Jesus and confessed your sin and received him as Lord and Saviour,
WERAT AR B AR ERAY A28 A1 > AREEIRAYIE » BEz it By B SERIRCE

if you trust in his death and resurrection and rejoice in the forgiveness of sin and the hope of
eternity, this is who you are: “beloved”.

WRARARE HHITERIIEE » OF R RSB AR I AV MBI EL 58 - ERlElr © THRE
HY e

In the s
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wirl of our distorted culture, in the face of teaching that deceives and teachers that trick, in the
combat with the powers of darkness, remember this: you are “beloved”.

TEFAH AR S L - S R 2SI B R Y E Al - {F BN S 2RV T#HITEF - 55
sULfEE—E  RE B

You are the object of God’s love.

IREHFTE RS -

And this chapter, where Peter will call us “agapetoi” five times, is for you and me.
B A EEE T RO " agapetoi ;0 iEEAGIRFIFHY o
“Wake up” beloved! It’s all for Jesus.
"EERE | HREHY | E—UJENE R T HBER -
You’ve got the Scriptures, beloved!
HEHY » fRAEELK
They are the living Word of God.
B UERIVE o
Receive the truth of you who are, beloved!
SR BEZRESEAVEHE |
There’s nothing that can separate you from this love.
A TTEREIE RIS () Z IR -

Many of you know that | have an interest in videography.

TR R EVEF 26 N ERR1ZE Pt (5 B LR -

You’'ve heard of photography — that’s where you take pictures of moments.

IriEast s — — AL IR TR IR I T e 2 3 7 -

Videography is where you film a scene.

GRS SR T -

Last week, | got up at 4.30 to film sunrise.

R P4 BEREER AR H O -

| sent the drone up in the dark to capture the dawn breaking over the eastern mountains.
P i A SR IR AP SR EP LUARARZ BRI ER A -

The city was in darkness, building ever-so-slightly silhouetted against the gradually warming sky.
o — R RR o SR AT T SRR Y R ZE A N it R R A 2K -

And as the light grew brighter, the city gradually became clearer.

P R BGR » B T Az B A 2K -

Peter reminds us to look not at the darkness — as dark as it can be at times
HERERMAEERE ——EE T T AR

— but to see the Risen Son, Jesus.

——(HEE FHEIEAY 5 - HO AR -



So, beloved, do not fear the false teachers or their false teaching:
FTRA - RERY » AEF IR ERAETE MIASE RS

keep your eyes on Jesus.

N HEBEL -

Remember!

ARTEEULE
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