CELEBRATING WOMEN WHO LIVE WITHOUT COMPROMISE
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MATTHEW SBXiES 6:19-24

Pastor Alvin
*Theme: | want my listeners to celebrate women who lived without compromise and, in turn, live with conviction and passion for God.
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For the kids here and the young-at-heart, | have an activity for you.
BRAE £ 7T AN O REAR B ARSI NAM, IRA IR TRA T — (V).
You’'ll need a pen and paper.
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The game is for you to listen for a key word during the sermon.
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Once you hear the word, you need to take note of it, perhaps with a little tick.
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Let’s see if you can get how many times | say the key word.
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See me at the front afterwards with your tally and you will get a prize.
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The key word today is, of course, “mother” or “mom.”

SR B s B AR TRERL) B Ta545 ] .

A hunter raised his rifle and took careful aim at a large black bear.
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When he was about to pull the trigger, the bear spoke in a soft, soothing voice.
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This is where it gets interesting.
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So the bear says, “Isn’t it better to talk than to shoot? What do you want? Let us try to negotiate this
matter.”
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Lowering his rifle, the hunter replied, “| want a fur coat.”
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“Good,” said the bear, “That is a negotiable question. | only want a full stomach, so let us negotiate a
compromise.”
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They sat down to negotiate, and after a time, the bear walked away alone.
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The negotiations had been successful.
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The bear had a full stomach, and the hunter had his fur coat!
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Compromise can be a tricky word.

A R — BT 07

It has some merit, for example, in a marriage there’s sharing and compromise.
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But when it comes to our faith, compromise is not necessarily a good thing.
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Today is “Mother’'s Day”—a day to celebrate women who live without compromise!
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Go ahead and wave to a woman of significance around you, and kids, if you’re near your moms, give
them a pat on the back.
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Now think of a mother figure or someone who characterizes a great mom.
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What is one word to describe this person? Think of that one word.
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I’'m sure there’s lots of words to describe mom.
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Take a look at this “Word Cloud” of words describing mom.
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Apparently there’s lots of words that describe mom!
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Our Scripture, Matthew 6:19-24, tells us that we are to be faithful, not compromising our values and
beliefs.
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We celebrate women for their faithfulness!
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Verse 19: Our Scripture states that it's not about these earthly things.
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You want to evade compromising your faith?
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Invest in the eternal, things that have lasting value!
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“Treasures in heaven” is our eternal investments.
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It's not about savings—don't fixate on financial gain rather invest in things that are eternal—The
Bible and Prayer.
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Invest in people, with the salvation message. Invest in non-Christians, with fellow Christians, with
the church.
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Verse 21: “Where is your heart and desires?”...If your treasures are in heaven, your interests will be
centered there.

B0 H: [ARAVOAIRAEAENRAL? | | dSRARAOA T AE R b, AR BRLERE £ T 7R AR

Verse 22: Next Jesus uses an analogy of the human eye to teach a lesson on spiritual sight...
228 TR, HEARA IR 2 LU 05— I B A R AR DIER. ...
“The eye is the lamp of the body”.
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It is through the eye that the body receives illumination and can see.
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If your eye is good (person with right motives), the whole body will be flooded with light.
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And if your eye is bad, we will live in darkness.
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Verse 24: So what'’s it going to be?
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Which master will you choose?
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Here, God and money are stated in terms of masters and slaves.
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This Scripture passage is talking about evading compromise, and situations of compromise.
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And it's focusing on our treasures in heaven.
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There are many examples where Christians are challenged to compromise their faith.
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This IS NOT letting God take full reign of your life.
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I'd like to look at 3 remarkable women.
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These women of history have been marked with conviction not compromise, and they have invested in
treasures in heaven.

MEHE LB BB LA, MR B TR b, FEE A EAEA 22 0 A i 1 S AR

When you think of women of the Bible, particularly the Old Testament, you may think of Esther.
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Esther is a young Jewish woman living in Persia and is chosen as the new queen in a beauty pageant.
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Esther's cousin, Mordecai, discovers a plot to kill all of the Jews in the empire.
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Mordecai urges Esther to use her position as queen to intervene and save their people.
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But she is afraid to present herself to the King unsummoned, an offense punishable by death (4:6-12).
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Instead, she directs her cousin to have all Jews fast for three days for her, and vows to fast as well
(4:15-16.).
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At a banquet, Esther reveals her Jewish identity to the king and begs for mercy for her people.
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She exposes the plot and convinces the king to spare the Jews.
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Queen Esther is a hero, saving her people.
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Esther teaches us to not compromise our values.
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Esther risked endangerment and invested in the treasure of her people.
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The second woman of the Bible is Mary, mother of Jesus.
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The angel Gabriel announced to her that she was to be the mother of the promised Messiah by
conceiving him through the Holy Spirit,
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and, after initially hesitating at the announcement, she responded,
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"l am the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be done unto me according to your word.”
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Mary’s life is marked by faithfulness.
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Mary brought up Jesus and was present at Jesus’ first miracle during the wedding at Cana.
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During Jesus’ death, Mary is present standing near the disciple whom Jesus loved.
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Herbert Lockyer wrote a short poem:
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“At the cross her station keeping [FETZE0T, ffEXSy

Stood the mournful mother weeping AR BERR ik 2 D8 hE
Close to Jesus to the last. SEi HR R 2 5 4%
Through her heart His sorrow sharing, @& )0 - AR RS,
All this bitter anguish bearing. At IR T R

Now at length the sword is passed.” Wang) g FE B,

Mary teaches us to obey God and be used by God.
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She was vessel for the Son of God, the Messiah.
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What if she retorted back to the angel Gabriel,
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“You know what, I'm good Gabe, you go ahead!”
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Instead Mary took the calling of carrying and caring for the Messiah.
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The third remarkable woman I'd like to highlight is Mother Theresa.
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Mother Teresa founded Missionaries of Charity, a religious congregation.
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The congregation manages homes for people who are dying of HIV/AIDS, leprosy, and tuberculosis.
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The congregation also runs soup kitchens, dispensaries, mobile clinics, children's and family counselling
programs, as well as orphanages and schools.
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For over 45 years, she ministered to the poor, sick, and dying.
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Mother Teresa lived among the poorest of the poor, in the slums of Calcutta, India.
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She won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979.
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Mother Teresa’s teaches us selflessness.
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She had a conviction to help people, and her investment in the treasures of heaven with people is
obvious.
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As we look at investing in things of eternal value, I'd like us to look at a popular phrase:
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“It takes a village to raise a child>—appropriate quote as moms raise up kids.
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This widely-known proverb has been attributed to African cultures, embodying the spirit of several
African cultures.

18 ) A NN HIRE AR ISR RN ST AL, SR BRI 1 AR ST RS

This phrase means it will take an entire community of people to influence, strengthen, and nourish the
life of a young person.
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We are all encouraged to contribute to those under us, or to those we have influence with.
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It doesn’t have to be “children” but to teenagers or young adults.
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If you’re a teen or young adult, how about having influence with a fellow teen or young adult?
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For all of us, how are we going to live our lives without compromise (and contribute to the village of
people before us)?
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One of the worst train disasters in history occurred in the El Toro Tunnel in Leon, Spain, on January 3,
1944.
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Over five hundred people died.
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The train was one of those long passenger trains with an engine on both ends.
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On this particular day, when the train went into the El Toro Tunnel, the engine on the front stalled.
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When the front engine stopped, the engineer on the back engine started up his engine to back the train
out of the tunnel.
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At the same time, however, the front engineer managed to get the front engine started again and
attempted to continue the journey.
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Neither engineer had any way of communicating with the other.
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Both engineers thought they simply needed more power.
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They continued to pull in both directions for several minutes.
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Hundreds of passengers on the train in the tunnel died of carbon monoxide poisoning because the train
could not make up its mind which was to go.
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Which way are we going in life?
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Come to Jesus or remain in our sin?
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We can’t serve God and also the devil—
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“No one can serve two masters” in Matthew 6:24.
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As Christians, we cannot be prone to worldliness, compromising our faith.
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Esther, Mary, and Mother Theresa have shown us that we could live exemplary lives, with treasures in
heaven.
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Unfortunately, worldliness teaches us to compromise our views on lying, stealing, and cheating, for
example—
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not just cheating on an exam, but cheating on one’s spouse, cheating on a future spouse, and cheating
God.
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Our world sugar-coats sin.
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Our world sugar-coats lust and greed, and our world sugar-coats idleness and complacency.
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Worldliness not only compromises our thoughts, worldliness affects our actions.
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And we know that worldliness and compromise is all around us.
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Remember: We were bought at a price, you are not your own, we now live by faith.
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R 1 Corinthians 6: ** Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is
in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; ?°you were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
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Stand by your convictions, and your commitment you made to God!
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And continue living like this place is not our home.
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Our eternal home is in heaven!
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Consider all of this temporary, and what really matters is our lives in heaven.
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If you are a newcomer or fairly new to our church, you can kickstart your commitment to God.
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Today, if you do not have relationship with Jesus, today is the day to put your faith and trust in our God.
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Today is the day to leave your old life and start something anew with our God.
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A businessman owned a big warehouse, but the warehouse sat empty for months and needed repairs.
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Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, and trash was everywhere inside the building.
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The businessman showed a prospective buyer the property and took great pains to say that he would
replace the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any structural damage and clean out all the
garbage.
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“Forget about the repairs,” the buyer said.
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“When | buy this place, I'm going to build something completely different, something entirely new. | don’t
want the building. | just want the site!”
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You can’t keep your “old building” when you come to Jesus.
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The “Old is passed away; the new has come” in 2 Corinthians 5:
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The old building—with its dark rooms and bad habits—is demolished.
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What is preventing you from putting away of your old self?
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It's time to make that commitment to follow God, our one true heavenly Master.
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And that commitment needs to turn into convictions, leaving our old selves and starting a new
relationship.
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You see, it's not so much a religion, it’s a relationship with Jesus that flourishes and grows and
strengthens.
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Remember at the beginning, | asked you to think of one word to describe a great mom or mother figure?
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You could be that word towards others.
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You are that word to others!
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We now live with the conviction of following Christ!
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We have convictions, as in moral convictions, but we also have overall conviction to follow God
faithfully.
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We have a single focus:
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We store up treasures in heaven, just like women of significance lived their lives in the past.
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And we live by our convictions, living our lives without compromise.
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We follow God and worship God wholeheartedly.
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I's about conviction not compomise!
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