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The Emptiness of The False and The Fulness of The Truth
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2 Peter {1312 & 2:17-22
When | was a kid, one of my favourite chocolates came carefully wrapped in folded foil with a
paper band around it.
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| could unwrap the chocolate, eat the chocolate, and then fold back the wrapper to look as if
I’d not eaten the chocolate.
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Of course, this provided any number of opportunities to deceive my sister.
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I’d get the chocolate and she’d get an empty wrapper. It was trickery and deception.
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In 2 Peter 2, Peter is angry with the false teachers and their false teaching.
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He doesn’t mince his words — he’s blunt, to the point. He sees the damage these false teachers do.
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They are like young boys who deceive their sisters with the promise of chocolate, but only give
them an empty wrapper.
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Of course, the false teachers are much worse. They are playing with people’s lives.
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They deceive people into believing what is ultimately empty.
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In today’s passage, it looks like Peter repeats what he’s said already.
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But Peter knows that false teaching is so dangerous that he must make his point very, very
clearly.
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So, having said that false teachers exist, having explained that they face judgement,
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and having shown how arrogant they are, now, he exposes their spiritual emptiness.
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They have empty lives. MM H A= 7E 780 1 =
They are “springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for
them.”
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Friends of ours in Penticton bought land outside city limits to build their home.
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It was in the forested hills overlooking Okanagan Lake.
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Because they built outside city limits, there was no city water supply.
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A well had to be drilled and a pump fitted to provide the home with fresh water.
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Land surveyors identify where best to drill.
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But sometimes you drill and drill and drill before you find water.
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It can be nerve-wracking. No water, no home.
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Peter says these false teachers are spiritually dry.
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They offer spiritual truth, but the more you drill into their teaching, the more you realize they
have nothing.
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I’'m reminded of Jeremiah 2:11. ;B{H AN [ HEFPKE 2: 11,

Jeremiah condemns the people of Jerusalem because they “have exchanged their glorious God
for worthless idols.”
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They’ve gone after what looks good, sounds good, even seems good— but cannot bring life.
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Remember the YouTube video | told you about:
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the pastor who preached on John 3:16 but said we only need the opening words:
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“For God so loved the world” [ #fi& it A |

—we don’t need to know that this love is shown by God sending his Son to die for us.
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But without the rest of the verse, saying “For God so loved the world” is empty.
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Jeremiah’s words in 2:13 describe the tragic consequences:
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“My people have committed two sins: they have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and
have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”
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False teachers cannot point us to the living God. They are empty.
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Such emptiness means these false teachers are spiritually impotent.
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They are mists driven by a storm. ‘& /"] /& %% JE /Y 5] 2 1 7 75 -
Jude 12 says, “They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind.”
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| think of summers in the Okanagan — weeks of scorching weather.
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Lake levels drop. Ground dries as hard as rock. Lawns turn brown.
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And everyone longs for rain to replenish city reservoirs.
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The point is this: seeing a cloud or a mist fills you with hope. Rain is on the way.
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But what if the cloud is blown away or the mist disappears?
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It’s the same with false teachers. Perhaps this TV preacher can nourish us.
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Perhaps that YouTube video or “self-help” book can show us the truth.
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Perhaps religion or philosophy can answer our needs.
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But reality hits: these are impotent, powerless to bring change.
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Why? 2t ?
Because each is swept along by our culture; each echoes our culture’s values and beliefs.
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Just think about “tolerance”. #8—HHB A [EE | .
We're taught to be tolerant of different beliefs, values, expressions.
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But this tolerance ceases to be tolerant when faced with anything that challenges it.
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Just look at the comment sections of media reports to see this.

W 2R PRI B ST am s aniE 1 .




We seem unable to have rational debate.
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It’s not long the accusations come: right wing, leftist, uneducated, homophobic, out-of-touch,
intolerant.
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Such a culture cannot meet our deepest spiritual need.
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It’s a cloud without rain, a mist without permanence. It’s impotent.
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Blackest darkness is all it can offer.
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How different is the living God! Listen to Jesus in John 4:14. He says,
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“...whoever gives the water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
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The false teachers have nothing because they are nothing. They have empty lives.
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But Jesus is the very source of life, the very answer to our spiritual thirst.
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So don’t look to empty song lyrics, shallow TV shows, self-help books, social media influencers,
celebrity, and so on. They are empty.
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Look instead to what lifts you eyes to Jesus. Only Jesus can fill the void.
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What else does Peter say? Verses 18 says false teachers mouth empty, boastful words.
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The false teachers speak empty words. What does this mean? Look verses 18 and 19.
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They entice people by appealing to lustful desires.
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They promise freedom but are themselves slaves.
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Now, let’s be clear, freedom lies at the heart of the Gospel.
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We are free from the law of sin and death, as Romans 8:2 says.
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Christ’s death and resurrection have won this.
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But false teaching promises a different freedom.
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Take the famous Disney song, “Let It Go”, from the movie “Frozen”.
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It’s a song about being free to express who you are.
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It says: “No right, no wrong, no rules for me. I'm free.”
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But don’t these words make a fundamental mistake?
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The only obligation | have, this says, is to myself.
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Freedom is the freedom to find your true self, to be authentic, to follow your heart.
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As we said last week, this is the sin of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3.
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It’s called “autonomy” — | become my own god!
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But this forgets what Jesus says in John 8:34
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— “everyone who sins is a slave to sin” —and what Paul says in Romans 6:16
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— “you are slaves to the one you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or
to obedience, which leads to righteousness.”
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Peter puts it simply: “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them”.
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The irony is, autonomy will imprison us!
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When we search for being true to ourselves, being authentic, following our heart
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— not matter how attractive this sounds — we become slaves to our brokenness;
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all we do is pursue our lustful desires, says Peter.
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And that leads to a world where sin doesn’t matter and where constraints don’t exist.
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Promises of this kind of freedom are empty. So where do we turn?
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Not to a philosophy or a cultural value or an inward journey of self-discovery.
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We turn to a person — Jesus. Listen to Jesus in John 8:31-32:
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“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.”
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What’s more, he is this truth.
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In John 14:6, he says, “l am the way, the truth, and the life.”
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Jesus is the relationship that answers our longing for freedom.
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But the false teachers of our culture speak empty words.
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They cannot bring us to Jesus. False teachers have empty lives. False teachers speak empty
words.
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Finally, false teachers follow an empty faith — they don’t know Jesus.
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Verses 20-21 say that if they ever knew Jesus, they have turned away from him and are now
worse off than ever.
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Now, we need to be careful with these verses.
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They can raise questions about the eternal state of those who gave their lives to Christ but no
longer follow him.
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Let’s remember that Jesus said, “I shall lose none of all those he [the Father] has given me.”
(John 6:39).
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Let’s remember that our good deeds cannot save us; we are only saved by grace (Ephesians
2:9).
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So, we trust daily the power of the cross and we look daily to the love of Jesus shown on the
Cross.

PRI, FAMEERAAE T 2R R K AE, IR R BB AR+ 28 L R2 BRI 5% .
This is goldy perseverance.
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And, we have full confidence: nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:39).
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But there is such a thing as apostasy—the conscious rejection of Jesus by those who knew Jesus.
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Hebrews 6:4-6 makes this clear. H{H K& 6: 4-6 j5 e IR HIE —Bh.

It’s a warning —and warnings are not warnings if they are not real.
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The point in these verses is that these false teachers have made their choice:
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they are entangled in the corruption of the world.
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Their own faith is empty, a chocolate wrapper with nothing in it.
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They don’t know Jesus so they can’t lead people to Jesus.
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This becomes important for us to recognize the truth:
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if teaching draws us to Jesus Christ, as Lord and Saviour, fully God, fully human;
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if teaching proclaims the cross and bodily resurrection of Jesus;
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if teaching speaks candidly about the sinfulness of humanity;
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if teaching tells us that we are saved only by the grace of God in Christ;
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if teaching honours the Scriptures as the Word of God;
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if teaching calls us to obedience and discipleship; then we have a solid foundation.
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If it compromises on these, be warned.
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Tina Kolniak was devoted to “free thinking”.
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She wanted inner peace and thought it was found in beliefs that told her to live life as she
pleased.
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One night she was overcome with fear.
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Her body froze. She could not move. She was in agony — spiritual agony.
W) YRR 1. MBS . WA P ——B R
She called out to Jesus. Suddenly, the fear and agony left.
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Jesus had rescued her from spiritual darkness.
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Over the next three years she discovered who Jesus really was.
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She learned that we’re sinners and that redemption comes through Jesus alone.
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This is what she said: il /& 18 BE 5 ) -
“I have shared the gospel despite ridicule by self-professed ‘free thinkers’ and educated
intellectuals who believe they are beyond faith. | was once there, and my empathy runs deep
for those who are lost in the same worldly delusions. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit would
help them realize that New Age spirituality, with its egoistic focus and false promises of peace,
is a dangerous replacement for our true Saviour, Jesus Christ.”
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False teachers — whether New Age or so-called “free thinkers”
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— have empty lives; they speak empty words; they have empty faith.
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Only Jesus quenches our thirst, is the truth, and meets our desperate need for fullness. Amen.
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