Sermon E (= 2. April IO H 30, 2023
By their fruit.../SZ MRV &1

2 Peter 1f715:12= 2:10b-16
The Sateré-Mawé, an indigenous Amazonian tribe, have a very powerful way of discerning who is a
true warrior and who is not.
Sateré-Mawe & —{lf -+ Z an AR - A — I EE s KAV A RS B ERYER L
ENIE ©
They sedate bullet ants and weave them into gloves made of leaves.
e RiRsERE] - IR e MRt S BER A F& -
Now, you need to know that the sting of a bullet ant is like being shot.
AT IRFEERIE N R R Rl G B —1% -
The young warriors wear the gloves for several minutes.
FERSHYEL - MRE B8 8E -
They must withstand the stings of hundreds of these ants as the ants emerge from their sedation.
B ISR IESARF I P RS - MRS B BB IRV -
One sting causes unimaginable pain, and yet the young men must withstand the pain with restrained
dignity (they cannot cry out).
— R i i LU G R EFE VA R S R o (PR RESS ) -
Facing this ordeal once would be sufficient to test anyone’s toughness.
A E AR 0 e LA B ARV EER) -
The young warriors must endure this test twenty times.
SRR LRSS OB RS B
Those who complete it become true warriors.
SERHY A B R B YRR A
As tough as the tribe’s process is, it has an advantage:
B bR PR AR IREREE - (HE A —EiFRE
identifying those who are true and those who are false is easy
sl R AN » SR RIVEBRES)
—the true persevere, the false cry out or give up.
— BRI G B » RHY & SR ERE -
However, discerning who false teachers are is not easy. Pastors don’t carry a collection of bullet
ants. ZR11 > WEREERR AL A S S - AETA T -
Spotting false teachers and false teaching is often harder and usually takes longer.
S BRBET I ERAE R B # - BE FREE RAVIFE -
But it’s not impossible, as today’s passage shows us.
HIENIEARATRE » RS RAVE S IRV -
Let’s quickly remind ourselves of what Peter has been saying.

s MER R H C IS — EAERAYEE -



He’s told us that false teachers exist.

it 5 SRR FAERY -
He’s told us that false teachers infiltrate congregations
& - BB E2IE S R
(perhaps in-person, but today often through books, teaching on YouTube, websites, even some
popular preachers on TV).
(HEFEmEmEmEY - S5 KREEEEEFE > 7F YouTube EHE2 > 40k » HEfFEG Lz
ECAREZ ) -
And he’s told us that false teachers face God’s judgement.
i BT BB A =R A -
But we’ve also learned that judgement is a call to repentance and salvation.
ERAIHIE - FHEEREORIRERYRA -
Time and again in the Bible, God offers grace when he threatens judgement.
TEEELE R BEAE S AT - (i — R — IO A R -
We can confess our sin, turn from our wicked ways, and trust in God’s love and justice shown at the
cross and resurrection of Jesus.
Bl m] URERFAMAIZE - SEEE R MIAVAREAT B - AAR(E A E B ERAY - 28R & R A=
RN -
The tragedy, however, is some will not repent.
ZAI > ARBE A AN SR -
The false teachers are among these.
BAETEE EPZ— -
So, the challenge is how to recognize them.
Rt > BRERAE 0 fer s A AT -
Peter has started to answer this.
M ARG A E A T -
We recognize them by examining their teaching about who Jesus is and what Jesus has done.
P A 2 2 A A At P R IS IS R 2 Bt DA R D SR A T (PR B A A LA -
But sometimes, the error in their teaching doesn’t immediately show itself.
BAEE » S FaYEER A G BB K -
So, are there other signs? Yes.
ARIEE - 27 HAMPRGE 2 HHY -
Today’s passage tells us to watch for attitude and behaviour.
SRV TS R ERRENT T R -
In the words of verse 10a: false teachers are “those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful
nature and despise authority.”
55 10 EApTEL YRS ¢ REETE T BEE RS - IHE TRRAVIERE ~ ST EAVRERIRYA ¢ |

Their rejection of authority is their bad attitude.



PR R TR S 2 MR RRRRE -

Their corrupt desire is their bad behaviour.

RS E R IR BT R -

Peter exposes both.

f5tass THI# -

This is a complicated passage.

iae—EHE RS -

Some details are strange and confusing.

HLEHEIREFE - S AR -

So, we must keep the main themes in focus.

R > PP R F R -

This passage splits into two.

BRI R

Verses 10-12 are about the false teachers’ attitude.

&5 10-12 B2 RANERAETHYREE -

Verses 13-16 are about their behaviour.

%5 13-16 EiERa M T M o

Keep this in mind.

FRaL(TiE R

We may not understand all the details, but we can understand the focus:

Pl mT sE AR REFTA AED - BRI AT DIER AR EE RS -

attitude and behaviour.

REFERITT Ay

So, what is the attitude?

ARPEE > BERER A ?

The false teachers show contempt for authority.

(ERBEMR IR ey B -

Verse 10 says the false teachers “are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial beings.”
5 10 Ba - R T iR LAY |

Before we explore this more, we need to ask who these “celestial beings” are?
TR EEE A > FMFZEM—TEE T EEAR ) 2
They are not angels because the next verse says angels will not heap abuse on such beings.
IR » A N8R R A & s YRS -

They are distinct from angels.

fPIELRAEAE] -

So, who are they?

i S A P

Last week | mentioned a strange first-century Jewish book called 1 Enoch.



FREPIRE] T — ARV — A KSR I RARE—
Peter is referring to 1 Enoch and another first-century JeW|sh book called the Testament of Moses.

MR E e — NS — A S — AR KSR > MUEEPE Y LA -
In the Letter of Jude, this is even more explicit.
TERGREF 15— R AN -

Jude quotes 1 Enoch and the Testament of Moses.

RS T DL — S NIEEPEHY RS -

Jude explains how the archangel Michael dare not slander the devil.

JERAERER (E RoR MBI AR EESRE A -

So, the “celestial beings” are with the devil

Al TESr# | SRR

— they are demons, evil spirits.

— PSR - HPEE -

But what makes it even more complicated is that the false teachers slander demons:
B EFENYE - BTSSR
if they are as evil as the devil, why slander evil spirits?

A PHSRER—RETDE  B Sk E

What's wrong W|th heaping abuse on the devil and demons?
HR A R A TR A (R 7

The clueis a contempt for authority.

T IR REAR

The false teachers despise all spiritual authority and position.

BT Sn f — V) B B A FE BRI AL. -

In fact, the language is even stronger.

HEL SEEEEMR -

Verse 10 literally means there is no sense of terror in their blasphemy.
55 10 IV F I EEE » MM -

These false teachers are blatant in their arrogance.

8 S ERBET 2 AR -

But here’s the point: it matters not what the source of authority is

{HERE © FERHY A A B2

—angelic or demonic, God or the devil — these false teachers don’t care!
— R{EERE - R — 1S LB AT A A |

They have absolutely no moral sense of right and wrong, good and evil.

firffse /e HEfRE EVEIR - SEEH -

They reject any authority that might impose a moral foundation.

fiPITE S8 (Al AT RESR NN B AR AR, -



How does this apply?
AN ER ?
| was brought up not to be rude towards a police officer, a schoolteacher, a parent, or anyone older
than myself.
BAE/ NI EA Y B ~ SR - SCRFE T R RAVASELRS -
Sadly, for some, that’s not always the case.
HIARHYE » BIRREE AER - (B AR AL -
Catherine and | were leaders of a Friday evening youth ministry in the late 1980s.
FLE I E 1980 AL 2 M Tt B 75 F 55 THY<HMH -
We were part of a church in an area known for its social needs.
T B AT B — (&5 B EZ R ARHIHIE -
The aim was to reach local youth with the Gospel.
HA R ta S (S e & HE o
Many of the youth were great.
T 2R NERAR AR -
But even though the church was trying to help youth, some only came because they wanted to
cause trouble.
B2 @ BIEBEsEEPFRA > Fb A 2R R T8RS ROE 2K -
Catherine and | were spat at, the church building was damaged, and church property was stolen.
FLIEMAIRCHE (K BEERAE » BEMENE -
There was no respect for authority.
WD RIS E -
But what about the false teachers?
B2 B ERE ?
Why is heaping abuse on demons and the devil wrong?
Ry (T AR Y B 5 2 P aR Y ?
Their arrogance leads them to distort spiritual realities
M e E S = B =R E
— whether the goodness of God or the evil of the devil; their arrogance
— fiEam e (Y B 2 R AR Ry e
— their disrespect for authority
— MF T RN B
— brings them to the place where they don’t care about spiritual reality.
— MR EI AR LB AR E -
God doesn’t matter; the devil doesn’t matter.
FHNIG A B PR SR AR T -
They don’t respect the truth of the Gospel and the reality of God’s judgement,
i AM A B Y E B A AR E

nor do they recognize the reality of evil.



A KPS EAVELE -

There’s no accountability, there’s no consequence, there’s no moral boundary.
RAERM AR LHEEFRR -

That’s a very dangerous place for them to be.

HKER - Bl —EIRE bRy -

| suggest to you that this way of thinking is rampant today.

FemfrEs# - EEET = TES KIRIEK -

Just talk about sin.

Sk ak IR ©

Many today do not believe in personal sin.

SKFZAAEEEAETE -

They are quick to blame others, but any concept of personal sin is rarely considered.
M FRIEEERIA - ABR D EEME A A FERRER -

What does this lead to?

B W

This: there’s no such thing as the devil and God is irrelevant.

B OERRIEREAVERYE o SRR

Instead, all that matters is me.

TN > EFEAEFL

| become my own god

Pl Ry B Cayf

— | define what is good and what isn’t.

- WERMTTEZTFH » (TN -

It is the fundamental sin of the Adam and Eve in Genesis 3: autonomy.
EEAlED 3 P EMEENI MR - HE -

There’s no objective truth to guide us.

A F BNV E A EE A -

So, moral boundaries, accountability, and consequence are lost.

AL » ERESRIR ~ BEEARREHA T -

There’s an important lesson here: God is good; evil exists.

A —EEENEGE - g RS, IEEFAER -

But if, like the false teachers, we trivialise the reality of evil or the reality of sin,
B2 > ARG T - R A E IR E

it’s not long before we become servants of evil and the spreaders of false teaching.
AR Z 1% » BAM e il R AN B AR B A E iR -

And at that point, we lose understanding of the world as God created it.

fEiE B IR T ERlE R F Sy R -

We lose touch with reality.



PR E R ER -

And anything goes — we can do as we like.

AT EAFEL AT DUETT - FfFT ] DAFE Lok -

This is what happens to the false teachers.

E e A RBET S ERYEE

Peter says they “blaspheme in matters they do not understand.”

e " B O A RIERE ) -

They are, he says, no different from the animal world.

fthsie - Bl AR S E TR -

| love my dog Mikey.

RERATR -

But Mikey doesn’t reason, he’s driven by instinct.

EokE A EaEHE - 2 ARE -

And | can prove it.

Pen] DLEgIHE—Bh

Put a plate of food in front of him and he’ll eat it.

TERE AT — B a8y » fgizidy -

Put another, and he’ll eat that.

i fit g -

Put another, and he’ll eat that too.

H—i - fitEizgy -

Eventually, he’ll throw up.

&% fhrEngEnt: -

But after he’s thrown up, he becomes biblical.

BB IR 2 1% - G B PP AT -

Read 2 Peter 2:22.

PR ERE 222

He returns to his vomit and attempts to eat that too!
" EEE ARz H O 5

Animals act on instinct not reason.

VI T Rie AR RE T A 2 3R 4 -

When we forget God and dismiss evil, we are just as irrational.

BRSO R T - FRPIERR IR -

So, here’s how attitude exposes false teachers:

FrLL > DT BB EMHY AR S Ao e 85

what is their attitude towards sin?

P SERVRRE 2 (/2 2

Do they treat it with contempt?



(1A TN

Will they speak about the holiness of God and the reality of evil,
AP S Em Y BB A AR AR

or will they avoid these in their teaching?

B TE BRIt ?

Now let’s look at verses 13-16.

P EIME 13-16 £ -

Peter focuses on the false teachers’ behaviour.

A B BRI T By

These false teachers “carouse in broad daylight.”

B ERAT T EEOEITEE -

They “revel in their pleasures.”

ftif T DLE RV RS, o

Their eyes are “full of adultery.”

i IEIEREE TR -

They “seduce the unstable” —the prey upon easy victims.
i T SEROAEEN A, —SPRESHAAIZHY -
They are “experts in greed.”

e TLEE raE, -

They love “the wages of wickedness.”

firf " ARV LSS -

These verses basically explain just one idea:

B SRROER B R T — (%

the pursuit of sensual pleasure.

EKEVERE -

In fact, the word “pleasure” in the language of the New Testament is the word we today call
“hedonism”.

B L WgEEE T T ER ) EEFETEIRMS KRN T 2R TR S -
Hedonism is the belief that pleasure and happiness are the chief purpose of life.
SR N RENEE SR EEHAY
It is the indulgence of carnal appetite or the gratification of animal instinct.
EIE e EEN ) AR BE N 2
At its root, it is totally selfish and utterly shameless.

TEMRA B3R - BT e BN » B AHIZERNHY -
It reminds me of the president of a very well-known Christian university in the United States who
was forced to resign a couple of years ago.

B TR RTER —PTIEE E RV A B BRI & - 0 -

It’s said he let his wife sleep with a younger man.



R e S N Gt O

He was caught on camera with his pant zipper down, his arm around a younger woman, at a private
party on a yacht.

AR BERE A —(EAA A e B sRuEtaE] - s~ - LA -

And here’s his excuse: he said it was “all in good fun.”

EEMAEECT : AhEiE T —UIEMR G B

That’s shameless.
Al RIZEHD -
Not only are these teachers shameless, they also don’t care how they pollute worship.

S LT ERED - 10 EAE T 5 2560 -
Verse 13 refers to a feast.
% 13 B s —E=E -
This was the meal the congregation shared before the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, known as
the “love feast”.
EEGEEOTEZ AT ENRE R T BT, -
It was a time of feIIowshlp, eating, sharing, teaching, and worship
s EEE ~ 178~ 0 E ~ BEERIORHIFE
— much like our New Beginnings end-of-month celebrations.

— RGP BRIGEI L H REHUEE) -

You can read about the love feast in 1 Corinthians 11 and Jude 12.

IRAAEEFR S RIS 11 FIRE R 12 FRaE RN B EHV &SR

The false teachers went with one intention: who can we have sex with?
ERBEM MV EE R A —E - B n] DIRIEESS A MR R 2

Their eyes are full of adultery, says Peter.

s w2 -

They were sexual predators.

S ER -

And Peter will expose them.

fSEiEEEr -

He’s the ancient equivalent of today’s #MeToo movement

it & i AAHE RS KAY#MeToo )

—a movement against sexual harassment of women;

- ROET S 2 P R A A ),

a movement that has exposed the sin of sexual harassment of women by male church leaders and
the cover-up of sexual predators in the church by some denominations.

ERETHETE T BB EE R LAV IRE . DU RIS E G P E R RIRE -

Ultimately, Peter says, the false teachers are like Balaam.

AeS o ffeER > (BT R E R — 13
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In the Book of Numbers in our Old Testament, Balaam was hired by the King of Moab to curse the
Israelites.

FERMENNREBECT - EReEN TR A PIESIA -

He was willing to take a bribe to curse God’s people.

fFRE WU Z AR AGH FE Y TR

Even though he failed, the point is his motive was not God’s glory, but his own gain.

WEMARMT o (BRI A SRR - e E CHIF RS -

Ironically, it was an unreasoning animal, a creature of instinct — a donkey — who proved to have
more spiritual insight than Balaam.

HARRERNE - B AEEENEY) » — AN EY)—
tEEE R A B EERZL T -

Such was the depth of Balaam’s spiritual blindness.

e BEEIRARE -

So it is with the behaviour of the false teachers:

ERZETTT Bt 2 2t -

they do not teach what is right because they are not interested in leading you into truth;

PSR ZEE R - R IS5 SR A E A R

they are interested in satisfying their own lusts, egos, and desires.

A B e H TR B - BRI -

Heel] o

In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus warns us of false prophets, and he tells us how to spot them.
EELRMES 7 15-20 - HRERE ST MRS RH » i3 P M T a2 e -
He says, in verses 16 and 20, “by their fruit you will recognize them.”
firfE 16 A1 20 &3 » " /REMAFIHIE T BT DAL AR
False teaching and false teachers may not be immediately obwous.
RE AR ACE AT AT s A & L BRI 2K
But at some point, the truth of who they are will surface.
EAEHRELIH i - P R EAH I -
Peter tells us to watch for attitude and behaviour.
e M EERREN TR -
He warns us to be on the alert when there is a disregard for authority, a lack of respect for God, and
a denial of personal sin.
=g - B R - NS EMNGRME AT » BORFFED -
And he has told us to be aware of selfish behaviour, especially the pursuit of pleasure and the
shameless desire for sexual fulfilment.
i S STERMTELE R EALAYIT By FiAlE B K EEE NI M e IV AL AR -
It s a sobering warning.
= N REIES -

And | know it’s not easy listening.
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HFNEE EHEA LS -

Let me finish with a story of someone who left behind her own false teaching to follow Jesus.

PR DA —(EEUERAER  —(EEE T B CHYSESRBEEAERBE AR ARAT A -

In 2014, author and speaker Doreen Virtue was the world’s top-selling New Age author.

2014 4 - {EZ LK Doreen Virtue 2 5T EEAG SRR TaC T iER -

She had become astonishingly wealthy, living on a 50-acre ranch in Hawaii.

WEREIRE A - (TAEE RER—{# 50 FEAyHes k-

Her publisher treated her like a rock star, flying her and her husband first-class to give New Age
workshops across the globe.

A R P R R R B — BRIt SR Ay SIS AL TR R - (R St BRI 40T
ETEr -

Celebrities sought her presence.

A NEFRAAY R

Doreen described her life like this:

BRI AL E C YA E

“I promoted ‘positive affirmation’, believing and teaching that our words create our reality. Yet
despite success, my life was marred by divorces and addictions. My ego was swollen. | believed my
every thought was a message or a sign from God or his angels.”

" EARETESRAEE  BEWBERMREEERE TIRMRERE - A - BEHE T
By AR BRI EES I CRE TS - IREVEE LR T - FAREERAVE—EIEEERE 2K B fHE
AR {ER(E BB -

In January 2015, she happened to listen to a sermon by a pastor.

20154 1 H - 4kl ¥E 7 — (i EmavEEE -

The sermon was from 2 Timothy 4.

B HIEE N GE 4 % -

In verses 3-4, the Apostle Paul writes:

£ 3-4 i1 - [EEIRAERIE ¢

“For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”

"R EHEARRE] - HREE AN S RREE B AYEE - HARERE - WU L P A AN SR G HL
MREATEEH » RAMENVE - |
As she listened, Doreen felt ashamed of her false teachings.

ZIMPEE > Ry H CHYSEERBERIREEM -
She was broken, deeply ashamed, and humbled.
HCME T 0 PRIEZEDR - HrPRERE -

She dropped to her knees, and cried out, “I’'m so sorry, God

|II
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S EIER - REE - T R !

On that day, she gave her life to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

ABK - it E VA dpkgs T HBEREES - REZ B AR Rty ERIRE -

She and her husband left their Hawaiian mansion;

SIS SRR T LT E R,

she told everyone of her faith in Jesus.

5 ST RHE A S AR SR E D -

Instantly, her publisher terminated the contract and New Age believers treated her like dirt.
A ARG 1L EER I T & [E] - Frac eV S TE B B — Rt S

She says, “After seeking but never finding peace in New Age, | have finally found it in Christ.”

e TR TTIR B L 1% P EAE RS TP -

We must be alert for false teaching — Peter tells us to.

M A E G A BE—— G S A -

But we’re not to be consumed by the search for false teaching.

B A B R (B S PTE I -

We challenge it when we see it.

EWRMESICE » FRFTEkEE -

But above all, we fix our eyes on Jesus.

B EENE » FFTERECER -

Like Doreen Virtue, let’s fall to our knees, give our lives to Jesus as Lord and Saviour, and declare
that only in Jesus is there peace. Amen.

G20k SR —FE - FERIE T - FERMIRVA anRRGG HR SR E BRI E - WE i A EHR ik
A2 o [ -



