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Judgement: It’s Real and It Matters
A TR H A R
2 Peter {1512 & 2:4-10a

An Irish pastor was preaching one Sunday about the Day of Judgement.

S B IR, — 7 B T B SO A L R i A H AR

The pastor was a fiery, outspoken preacher— not one to mince his words or soften the message.
BT —ArEUE kK, WHESARMEEN - 2 —HBSHME SN, Agastbird
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As he reached the climax of his sermon, echoing the words of Jesus in Matthew 13:41-42,
A EIE B IRy, IEAFRE T HRERAE RS AR 180 41-42 HUET,

he said, “On the Day of Judgment there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.

fihast, [EFAWHT, FHERYEGEN. |

An old woman near the back of the sanctuary put up her hand.

BN, oA A2 i NE T

“Pastor,” she said, “I have no teeth.” The fiery pastor shot back, “Madam, tecth will be
provided.”

i,  [HCED, BIRA A EE, | ISR ARAEIEETE: [ ORN, FEEaN. |

Now, I’m not sure about the availability of dental clinics on the Day of Judgement,

BIH AT AL, FAEE B A0 H 7 AR ERIR: 25 BF2 g AL

but I do know this: there is a Day of Judgement.

(EIFEE & FARH T2 TRERR.

And as we continue our series on Peter’s second letter,

PSR SR E

we see that justice and judgement are part of God’s work now and, ultimately, when Jesus
returns.

WATE R, AFMBFHFRA TR &0, &E Wt B IR AR R .

The biblical picture at Christ’s return is this:

SRR T AR A B P AR IR Y [ 5% -

Jesus, the Lord of all creation, of history, of the heavens and the earth, comes.

HRfk, BV E, Bz ¥, Rz T, .

He sits on his throne. And those who have put their faith in his death and resurrection,
MARAE B R b IRESAEAE R ZE AR TE N

who love him as Lord of their lives, who are his disciples,

AL A A A E a2 ERIN, B R PIAERT N

who have said “yes” to his grace and love, are on one side.
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On the other are those who have rejected Christ, who have preferred their own way,

I 7B R R LR A E B N, RSB 2 sdiE A,

who have turned their back on him by their own free choice.

AR LLEIE [ L E R E T A

There, at Christ’s judgement seat, God’s holiness, purity, justice, and love are displayed.
FETRAE, FEHCE ) HI SR, MEVEEER. SR, ARMEBER R,

Evil is ended, sin is eradicated, the Devil is exterminated.

T T, SRR, BRI

Those who know Christ will, as 2 Peter 1:11 says,

AL ER R B N e BARE, IR E 1. 11 Prat,

“receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

" S8 E TG DUE AT E— R AR E B -

Those who rejected Christ in this life, will face eternal separation from God’s love — what we
call hell. IREEAE A A FEAREL B (N, o T bl B ot ) 52 7K o ) il ——— AP A 2 2 iR
It’s judgement. And grace and justice are given.

TS Ao [F)IRe BN 2 S A 7

| understand that judgement is not a popular topic.

ISR o] 7 2 ) i e T R AN 2

If I am caught doing something wrong, | want mercy, not justice.

— HEE R E O AR, REIRBER RN, A AR,

But if God is not just and does not bring judgement, then God is not holy, he is not loving, he is
not sovereign.

B2, WRMAZAZN, AfmREH, BEMPAREERER, AL s, s
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If God is not just and does not bring judgement,

INRARAE AR, AT AR E H,

then the injustices in this world are left unresolved and the cry for justice falls on deaf ears.
IEfE A ERIA DA RSB, [ERAPE 0 E A .

If God is not just and does not bring judgement,

WRAHAS R AT, AN A H,

then the universe is just one big accident with no moral foundation or purpose.

HRPEE T Wt A R — 5B AFAE, WA H IR A EERE,

A Day of Judgement matters if sin and evil are to be confronted and finally defeated.
A R TR A B R AN AT, A A H 702 2 R L .

So, the Day of Judgement is connected to the cross and resurrection.

A el L, AR H 7 B JONRTE A T



3

The cross and resurrection announce God’s love to all who turn from their sin and receive Jesus
as Lord.

MR 7] AT W R R R MR A B R N T R A2

But the cross and resurrection also announce the defeat of sin, evil, the devil, and death.

[FRF 2RISR E S T3, M. B RMIE T RUR KR

In this way, the Day of Judgement is the inevitable conclusion of all that the cross and
resurrection declare.

EERE AR, AR H 72 T ZENARE BT E & B — VI AR o

2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 say, “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from
the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified
in his holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed.”

b AR B imig & 1. 8-10
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But what has this to do with 2 Peter 2:4-10a?

{HIE M 515 & 2. 4-10a BT EEB1RNE ?

Remember, the concern is false teaching given by false teachers.
EECAFNG, 2 FFAM £ 3 G n] 73 B A PR B R U
Peter is very clear, teaching heresy is damnable, and following false teaching is dangerous.
WAFHoiE R, BOS SR n MG, RS R A0 0 ek,
Our eternal future is at risk. The challenge Peter faced is this:
7KL A AR B AP 111 5 Fe T L . AR A5 T R ) R R -
the false teachers did not believe in Christ’s second coming and the day of judgement.
BB AN RS 2B B 5 — O B AR AT I H
2 Peter 3:4 tells us what they really thought:
BAFRE 3. 4 AR B T ARA
“They will say, ‘Where is this “coming” he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.’”
[ ARG A B A il ) SR AE MR e 2 PRI A e SR IR DA, ) B 4] B )
Rpfie 413 e — kM | ]
This is like saying,
B IR AERR,
“I"11 go speeding along Granville Street. I’ll never be caught. I can go as fast as I like. The
police are never there.”

[ & Granville HHEMRH . PIRKIZAFHINE. FAT LU BT 2 R 241
BRI |
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The false teachers don’t believe in judgement, so they think they are free to do what they please.

A 2 H1, B MR MEE 2 B 2] BABE-O Bk B i B 2 S8 3

We’ll pick up on this in a later sermon,

A AEAR THI A I T ik B — A

but it’s worth pointing out that this attitude is the inevitable by-product of a world that does not
believe in God and does not believe in God’s judgement.

EAEIEME T EIR A, BRI —(EA A R A AR E M RAREM . B AMEH
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People believe they are free to do what they like, without any eternal consequence.

MNAMARAE P CA & i B 2 S BRI FE, A g E R R .

And the result: just look around, and, sometimes, look within.

SERAT: IRERVUR, A0S E SR OR B .

So, in today’s verses, Peter tells us three very important points:
FITLAER, AEA REVAESCH, A5 75 AR AP = Ml B A A
we don’t know history if we think God’s judgement is not real.

INRIAIANTR A 3 H S LA, AT A o B 52 .
We don’t know God’s sovereignty if we think judgement is not real.
IR AR R FE BN, FAMHAS & FE ) EHE
And we don’t know God’s grace if we think judgement is not real.

RPN Ry A LRI, BAPT A & B o ) Bl

Peter uses three examples from the Bible to prove that history shows us that God judges.

1845 FH B r 11 =081 91 88 P e ) 3 ) T e 2 JER S i) AP 2 B

The first is the angels who sinned.

EFw Xt PR

It’s tempting to think this is the fall of Satan and the angels who rebelled against God that Isaiah
14 and Ezekiel 28 may refer to.

MR 5 @8 Rda vl RERU 248 LA R & 14 T A LLPG &S & 28 75 & 2 /5 Horf il 5L AN
WP RAL

More likely, Peter refers to a well-known Jewish document from the first century.
EAHARERIAT, AFHTTR I — a0 44 B R STk

This is called 1 Enoch.

IS A A LAk —

1 Enoch refers to Genesis 6:2.

LLaE — S 2 AIHEC 6: 2.

This is the story of angels who sin when they distort the order of creation and leave heaven to
marry women on earth.

BRI R, EAR PR T ANERI R, BRI R B ELIMER K L NS, At
BIET -



The Letter of Jude, just before Revelation in our Bibles, refers to the same event;
WRE, AR I HORER AT, $28) 1 FEAR ST,

and Jude quotes 1 Enoch.

MRS LGEE—& .

What’s more, 1 Enoch describes these angels just as Peter and Jude do:
HHEERE, Plak— SRR IE LR AR an [R5 AR K BITEf ) — 1k«

they are sent to hell, held in chains of darkness, awaiting the day of judgement.
AP g i MK, A FR IS I SHEHAREH, Srr A H T

1 Enoch also says it was these angels who introduced magic and superstition to the earth
DARE— a0, 1EA2iE Lo R A0 AR AT R 15 7 2 b |

— the basis of false teaching.

— Jl A B R BOE B FR

The second and third examples Peter uses are more familiar to us
ABATASE FH AR 5 AR B =l 8] 1~ S A 2l e o BE ol — 48
— and they are also from Genesis.

A AP AR B AT AC .

In Genesis 6 — again — God sees the wickedness of humanity.

FERIHEC 6 B, FHEIRE R T AERATE.

Genesis 6:5 says “the inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.”
BIHEC 6: 53

[HRANHE B NAEM F R R AR, A HOE R FESEH, |

And so God sends the flood over all the earth.

PRI, f Rt K P e

Then, in Genesis 18:20, we read that the “outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and
their sin so grievous” that God will judge the two cities.

%, TERMHEC 18: 20, FRAMGEZR] [ fr 2 IAE BE f 5F e FL i o, R AR
RK. | DA R 23 38 o PR T

Their sin is symbolized by their disregard for human sexuality and the horror of attempted
homosexual rape.

AR A B TRVE ,  BEAR AN [RIPE SR 28 S5 AT 29 RABE A M O SR S

And so God destroys Sodom and Gomorrah by burning both cities with sulphur.

DRI, o B R BT 22 BRI BE i

All three examples — sin by angels, sin across the world, or sin in the human heart — tell us one
thing:

ER =G ——RAER AR At AR SRR O A B SR AR A R

history shows us that God’s judgement is real.

JRE L AR M, A R B AN E

God will judge. This is exactly what verse 7 says:
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these examples become “an example of what will happen to the ungodly.”

BT A TR R AR N BEA ]

In a book published in 1975, entitled Down to Earth, the author, John Lawrence tells this tragic
story.

(PIEsEHh) BAE R 1975 F R, 1FH WS Mg | — WIS a0 .
At the beginning of the 20" century, the city of Messina, Sicily, was home to many wicked,
irreligious people.
£ 20 tHEACH], DU P HL S5 A 8 G 5 T A 35 T 2 AR B AANE B N
On Christmas Day, 1908, a Messina newspaper printed an article against God, daring him to
make himself known by sending an earthquake.
1908 BEFEHI AR R, SPU M — WAV S | — /6 SCE A SCE, PR I = B ER, LA
AR A AR AE -
Three days later, on December 28, the city and its surrounding district was destroyed by an
earthquake.
=RJE, BV12 F 28 H, 57 S I i a5 b 5 SR A Hh R R R
I’m not God so we must be cautious about saying this earthquake was God’s judgement because
of the newspaper article.
AR, PR FRAM A e Pl {5 b 35008 35 1 2 A2 R AR E 8 T R P S 7 AR 8 1) 2
Hl,

But, at the same time, we must be humble enough to realize that taunting God with our sin, or
teaching what is false, does not mean God will not send judgement.

H2, BRUb[FRg, FRAMDZH AR HE B, DRI SRt 2 e v, B F R B3
RN, WA HEE AR
History tells us that to ignore God’s judgement is dangerous.

JEE S R EAP AR R R o ek

Judgement also shows us that God is sovereign — he is in control.
A AR, MR ERER— Y,
He has the final word. Look at the end of verse 9:
A RBRIIREWE. BES s E:
“if this is so, then the Lord knows how to...hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of
judgement.”
[REE, FHiE, EARINBEERLESZ T EHEFEARHT. |
In other words, for those who reject God, there’s no escape.
B EEGE, B BLEAE AR ) N ARE, 7 A e IR PR

We can’t live in rebellion against God and think we can bypass God’s judgement.
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While | was preparing this sermon, | read about Andy Fastow.

EFIEMIE R amiE Ry, FEEED] [ il -V A e (Andy Fastow) FHEE

Andy was a brilliant kid. He was respected and liked by everyone at his High School.

A IR %1 A = TR E R BT A AR A E

He achieved a Masters in Business Administration from one of the leading universities in the
country and landed one of the best jobs in a world-class company.

LS T RZ B — Fr— R BRI LR BRAE 220, BREA —FMA R ARHE T
BRI AR

He rapidly climbed the corporate ladder until he became Chief Financial Officer of the
company and one of the most powerful businessmen in America.

fih 2620 T, IR A m e M5 E MR Bl s A SN AZ —.

However, to climb the corporate ladder he had to cheat.

SR, A TR Bl HRERS, i R ANER T B

He didn’t start his career thinking he’d cheat his way to the top,

FEAM I SE AR JE Bl In 2 15, Al A AR R B O g DUIRBR 77 X B & T

but at some point he made the decision to let his sin take priority.

(BER ORISR Z, MiBEEREE T H .,

Eventually, he spun a web of corporate sin such as has never been seen in America,

B, AhEmAR | —IoRICAR AR SEAAR, B RBE s ERTIT R .

executing online trades worth about $2.5 billion each day but hiding massive losses in
suspicious accounting entries.

fih B R AT (B AY 25 (RS TUHITEARAE 5y, [RIIRRAE TS & R H rPomlie 1 AR A
o

You may not have heard of Andy Fastow,

PR BHESR AT RETR A HE R 221l VR,

but you will have heard of the company he committed fraud for:

B/R AT BE e HEER A B HEE 2 7] -

Andy was CFO of Enron.

Andy #& Enron {15 & 4 75 5

And in 2006, he was indicted on 78 counts of fraud, money laundering, and obstruction of
justice.

2006 7F, fihbgidai=IlA 78 THARA, R AEIGEE. VRREAIBE A A IESFEEAR 4
Here was a kid who was brilliant and respected at school,

18 A —EAE S AR YRR A 52 N B £ 1

but who let sin rule and who thought he could get away with it.

R ARAD BRI AL SR AR, I BB R E DA B CRT DABE R .

Numbers 32:23 says, “and you may be sure your sin will find you out.”

UG 32: 235%: [ & FEMRM BSR4 EARM. |



God is sovereign — he is in control. For those who reject God, there’s no escape.
MR ERER)——h ZE V). BRI IE A ARG, FAR R, B AR .
If this were all we had to say, this would be a solemn and harsh sermon.
U IRIE WU A B A 4 E, IR I8 A — R B I s O e
But weaved through these verses — and in many passages about judgement
AJ e B 5 IE SR A 0 — DU 2 T i i U Y B T
— there is always grace.
— B R
God’s grace abounds even when all we hear is judgement.
WIRAR AT 2 ) R A, (B A A R AT SR A
We see God’s grace in the story of the flood.
A B K Bt R B 200 B
We see God’s grace in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.
TRAMAE B 22 3 AR BE R 1 e i v o 31 ) B
And we see God’s grace in the application of these stories to our lives.
117 L5 A IE Ll g A 2 H W AR s TP R 0E 2 R B
In verse 5, we’re reminded that God protected Noah and seven others, to say nothing of all
living creatures on the ark.
FEEE 5 i, FRAMBAREE, MR A A BE AN, R ERIrE Y.
And in verse 7, we’re reminded that God rescued Lot
FESS T8, FRAMIRME, #HiRF T A1
—and, when you read Genesis 19, his two daughters.
BRI RS 19 TR g 51, bR HEAT I E 25
You see, judgement is final.
&, HIRE BB,
Before Christ’s throne, when Christ comes again, there won’t be a second chance.
LR RN, SRR REET, AEEE K.
But God provides a way for us to be saved.
B RS | — RSB B
Don’t you just love the first part of verse 9?
PR B 9 BT 2R —EB MG 2
“If this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials...”
[ AR, F2R0TE #5 BT B N R B ]
This is why Christ came 2,000 years ago. He came so we can confess our sin;
BRI AT B R BAE 2000 FEFTAR 1o AR Ay 1 s IR A AR EAM H 5
we can repent; we can call upon him for mercy;
AT AT A, BAPT T LA g R A
and we can discover his love and grace in his death upon the cross,
A W] CALE A AEAE 7 2% F IRy SR 3 A ) 22 00 LB,

and his assurance of victory in his resurrection from the dead.
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This is the wonder of God’s love — God knows how to save us.

12 A A o B2 ) T A 2 B R T A AR R R A

Everything we need to be saved has been done for us.

BAM A TRB T 75 Z 0 — VR DA IR AM R T

Now, we can call on the name of Jesus and say “yes” to him as Lord of our lives.
BAAE, AR ARESRERER )44, BHAtEr [ ] , sHfERMAar e 32,
This is God’s heart for you and me. It’s not his desire to see anyone judged.

EARAPAMRAMIE A O AT A BUEM A BAR

Look at 2 Peter 3:9b:

an A AR E 3: 9b:

“Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.”

[t sk, AR ANT0m, MR AN, ]

There is a day of judgement. It will come.

FHRHTRAEAR. B8RS,

There is no escape for those who turn away from God.

AR LT BERH )N 206 Ji m 2k

There is no escape for those who give false teaching, leading people astray.
TR 6 FH SEMb S R ) OSSN AM FINBGR N, 2 R R A

There is no escape because God is holy, loving, just, and true

MRk, AR IR, B2, ARMEEN

— to not judge would mean he’s not God.

— WERRAEEH], HUEEREA A

But for those who have put their trust in Jesus, the judgement of our sin has already occurred.
(BRI LL A5 SE AR AR A N ARES,  FRAM AR A HIR A A A

Jesus took it when he died for you and me on the cross.

HRERAE 720 AR AE, $EE 7 RMPrA R RE.

As Romans 3:26 says, on the cross God demonstrated his justice.

IEWEESE 3. 26 Prait, MPE+ SR BEENT A A 2R

And now I am declared righteous in God’s sight. | have no fear.

BAEFRAEM IR PSR A5 1 RIAZHYE.

As Charles Wesley wrote, echoing Romans 8:1:

B AR AT A s, WEAENSE 8 1.

“No condemnation now | dread. Jesus and all in him is mine. Alive in him, my living head. And
clothed in righteousness divine. Bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown through
Christ my own.”
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[AFER, OHBrEEr A RWMmpra . ENATEEMEE, FEEEEEREK
Ya: HIRMEARD)E AT, #EEHE, BeEs. |
Justice prevails. Grace is offered.
NER, BT
Gaylord Kambarami, was General Secretary of the Bible Society in Zimbabwe.
BB ERK (Gaylord Kambarami) 2 3 BB AN S R E R .
One time, he tried to give a New Testament to a very belligerent man.
Ak, ARG RS — A 4 B AL AR — MR AR H A BN .
The man rejected God. He was someone destined for judgement.
B NfREEA . B bR e EEZFEAM A
When Gaylord Kambarami offered the New Testament,
(8 RE YRR, N W s b P X (IS DN
the man insisted he would roll the pages and use them to make cigarettes.
fih B RF 2 & BB AR, He M AR A A
Mr. Kambarami said, “But at least promise to read the page of the New Testament before you
smoke it.”
REhAe AN [EER, EEeHE EEHE PN, RIEEE. |
The man agreed, and the two went their separate ways.
BNEET, MANERTFT .
Fifteen years later, the two men happened to meet again.
T TAFER, BN A AR .
The Scripture-smoking pagan had been saved. He was now a full-time evangelist.
JEAAR VIR RS & FOREB I SR 2R R 7. BAER b E 2 — 2 2 EE A
He told Gaylord Kambarami,
i 75 B 2RISR IR SRR,
“I smoked Matthew; | smoked Mark; I smoked Luke. But when I got to John 3:16, I couldn’t
smoke anymore. My life was changed from that moment.”

[ BTG RFE A, T RS AT B6 0 1y, S et . (HO B IRE B R AR 5 3:16 I,
WL H N5 7. W —Z0k, R EmMAEEE 78, |

God knows how to save us from judgement.

HURITE G0 ATk R A e A

Come, be rescued from your sin by Jesus.

RN, EEARERIEVRAE TR PR RO 2R

Come, receive forgiveness of sin from Jesus.

AR, A2 HRERSUR TR AR



