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Today, we return to 2 Peter.
SR, AR E .
Remember, this is a letter written just before the Apostle Peter was crucified by the Roman emperor Nero.
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It’s Peter’s last word — his final testimony.
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And as we’ve seen in the opening chapter, Peter’s passion, desire, and urgency are to fulfill Christ’s call on his life
in John 21 to care for the church right up to his last breath.
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In this letter, he urges us to stand firm in our Christian faith, stand firm against false teaching, and stand firm in
our hope of Christ’s coming.
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Today, we begin chapter 2.
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And as we do, we come to the topic that will dominate the rest of this letter:
BRI RIS, JRAMDRE st sm (s Hh R B8R &R 7 iR O T RE
the condemnation of false teachers.
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“False” is a word we hear a lot of in our world.
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I’'m sure all of us have fallen for false advertising.
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Extravagant promises are made by manufactures and marketing departments.
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This toothpaste guarantees white teeth.
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This washing powder guarantees cleaner clothes.
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This kitchen cleaner guarantees quick removal of all stains.
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On our bathroom countertops are several hair products.
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These make some staggering claims.
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One says, “Intense repair.”
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Another says, “Volumizing Shampoo.”
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And another, “Grow Long.”
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To someone like me, it’s false advertising
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—I've tried them and no, they don’t repair, don’t give more volume, and don’t grow long.
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False advertising.
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When | came to faith in Jesus in the early 1980s, | remember a joke printed in a bulletin.
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It said, “If you find the perfect church, don’t join it — you’ll only make it imperfect.”
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All of us are sinners.
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But throughout church history, there are those who not only make the church imperfect because of sin,
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they distort the church and the Gospel by their false teaching.
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We might laugh at some false advertising but let us never forget that there is a grave danger of following false
teaching, especially when it concerns our faith and beliefs.
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We put our eternal destiny in danger.
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This is why Peter tells us to “make every effort to confirm your calling and election” (2 Peter 1:10).
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It’s why he spends the rest of his letter exposing false teachers and warning against false teaching.

TE A A A ) T () 5 4 BR A AT, W0 AN AT R R 2%

Today, in the first three verses of 2 Peter 2, Peter will remind us that false teachers exist, what false teachers do,
and what false teachers will face.
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2 Peter 2:1 says, “There were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among
you.”
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The existence of false teachers is a fact of life.
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It was so in the Old Testament:
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Jeremiah 23:13-14 describes prophets leading Israel astray, living adulterous and wicked lives.
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It was so in the early church.
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In Galatians 1:7, Paul says, “Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the
gospel of Christ.”
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John reminds us that “many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
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Jude warns: “certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among
you.”

MAREESR C R AE AmMFER MEATHREZMEAHN > B2 FREFHDB
These people “pervert the grace of our God.” (Jude 4).
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This should not surprise us.
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Jesus warned us about false teachers.
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In Matthew 7:15, he says, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ferocious wolves.”
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This side of eternity, there is no such thing as a congregation completely free of the possibility of false teaching.
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Jesus told the story in Matthew 13 of a farmer sowing wheat only to discover an enemy later sowed weeds among
the wheat.
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We need only think of Jehovah’s Witnesses or Mormons or other heretical groups.
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They start when someone has a vision or claims to have discovered new spiritual insight or believes they are
specially chosen by God.
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Each time it’s a distortion of the truth.
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And it can happen today, here.
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We cannot prevent false teachers and false teaching, but we can learn to spot false teachers and false teaching.
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How? Let’s answer that question with our second point.
e 3 W 2 FRAMAT DARH 55— B A e A i
What do false teachers do?
ARl 2 AT P ) 2
Peter says, “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies...”
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Their false teaching is not instantly detected.
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Some years ago, Japanese zoologists attempted to encourage endangered albatrosses to breed.
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So, they set up one hundred decoys
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—wooden mimics of albatrosses to force real albatrosses to find a partner.
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For more than two years, a 5-year-old albatross named Deko tried to woo a wooden decoy.
MEZ A, —E N Deko ) 5 A5 RSyl 51 — 8 A B iR A5 RS .
He built fancy nests and fought off rival suitors.
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He spent his days faithfully standing beside a wooden copy of a female albatross.
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One Japanese researcher said, “He seems to have no desire to date real birds.”
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False teaching is like the wooden decoys.
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It seems so credible.
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But the teaching slowly infects and eventually destroys
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—there’s no desire to seek the real truth.
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Take, for example, the prosperity gospel.
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Preachers of the prosperity gospel say that if you trust God, you will receive financial blessing.
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They highlight verses such as Luke 6:38:
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“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be
poured into our lap.”
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And it sounds good.
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What’s more, this teaching appeals to our desire for wealth and health.
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The problem, of course, is that these verses are taken out of context
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—they don’t say what the prosperity teachers say they say!
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The context of Luke 6:38 is Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness, not wealth.
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In fact, a few verses earlier, in Luke 6:24, Jesus condemns those who pursue riches.
HE L, ERTIARERCh [BintEE 6: 24] , HUfRGEEBL HIERITE A . Now, the Bible is clear
God does bless.
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But there’s no guarantee in this life that being a Christian means we will be wealthy and healthy.
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Only when Christ comes again will the fullness of God’s blessing be known.
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The reality is the prosperity gospel destroys us
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— it takes our eyes off following Jesus and puts them on becoming wealthy instead.
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It leads to greed — a sin the false teachers are known for, as 2 Peter 2:3 says.
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No wonder, Peter says false teachers teach “destructive heresies”.
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Let’s be clear what heresy is and what it isn’t.
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Heresy is not honest error — an honest mistake that, once we realize it is wrong, we can correct.
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An honest error might be saying that just because the Apostle Paul only mentions the Lord’s Supper once in all his
letters (1 Corinthians 11),
— R E S ER V] RSB AR ), AR AEAML PTG F S R42 8 — IR ER (B ZHTE 1D
therefore other churches Paul planted didn’t celebrate it.
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This is a mistake of understanding.
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It's not a heresy.
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Or saying that only the King James Bible is truly inspired.



B R A SO MR BEAE A R EOE BRI

This is an error of historical understanding and how the Scriptures are translated.
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But it’s not heresy.
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In 1 Corinthians 8-10, Paul talks about whether it’s right to eat food offered to idols.
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Some Christians will, some won’t.
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But he doesn’t say one group is orthodox and the other heretical.
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So, what is heresy?
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Heresy is a perversion of God’s truth.
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The word is used in the New Testament to mean, “making your own choice.”
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So, rather than listening to what God says, heresy promotes opinion above God’s truth.
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Heresy takes a biblical truth and then makes it say more than it does.
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Take God’s love.
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Many say God is love.
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And he is — 1 John 4:8 says so!
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But dig deeper and what they mean is because God is love, he accepts every belief
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— it doesn’t matter what religion you follow;
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God will accept you because God is love.

PSR SZ AR, IR 5.

This is not Biblical truth; it’s not orthodox Christianity.
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Once again, context matters.
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In context, 1 John 4:8 is very clear that God’s love is God sending his Son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sin.
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Do you see the distortion that is happening?
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One verse is taken out of context and other verses are conveniently forgotten.
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So, only Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour;
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only Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection means sin is judged and forgiven;
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only Jesus is the way to know God
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—as John 14:6 and Acts 4:12 make absolutely clear.
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This reveals another detail about the false teachers:
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they deny “the sovereign Lord who bought them,” who saved them.
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They deny who Jesus is and what he’s done.
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Here is the chief error of all heresy.
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At some point, the message of genuine repentance and submission to the Lordship of Jesus is diluted, even lost.
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| watched a short YouTube sermon two weeks ago.
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The preacher spoke on John 3:16, the most famous verse in the Bible:
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”
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The preacher then said, “We only need the first part of this verse:
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‘For God so loved the world’, we don’t need the rest.”
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And his was a church that wanted to affirm anybody’s beliefs.
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It reminds me of the Unitarian Church.
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The motto of the Unitarian Church is:
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“Diverse beliefs, shared values.”
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The problem is the truth of who Jesus is and what he’s done is perverted.
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Jesus becomes a great example to follow, but not Lord.
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Jesus becomes a teacher of love and acceptance, but not the revelation of God’s grace and truth.
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Jesus becomes someone to meet our needs, but not the sacrifice for our sins before a holy God.
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Jesus becomes someone who welcomes sinners, but not the judge of all creation at the end of time.
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At Trinity we preach Jesus and the Gospel of God’s salvation.
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We can give sermons on other topics — they are important
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— but fundamentally, we fix our eyes on Jesus.
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Jesus is the centre of our worship,
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the name in whom we pray,
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the heartbeat of our fellowship,
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the joy of our devotion,
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the hope that compels us,
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the guide for our discipleship,
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the theme of our mission,
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the core of our faith.
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The moment we step away from who Jesus is and what Jesus has done,
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we open the door to less savoury things that will, over time, lead us astray.
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Finally, Peter is clear that the false teachers will face consequences:
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“Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.”
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| did some stupid things when | was a child.
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| was not always honest.
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| was not always sensible.
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But | figured | could get away with some things because my dad, who was a professional cellist, often had concerts

to perform late into the evening in London.
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By the time he got home, | was fast asleep and my mum
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— usually the more lenient of my parents
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— might tell my dad what | had done, but downplay it.
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| got a good night’s sleep and | expected my parents to do so too.
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But one time, | messed up badly.
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| had taken something belonging to someone else.
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Mum was upset.
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Dad was at work.
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| thought if | went to bed, there’d be no real consequences.
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But when dad arrived home after a concert, he did not go to bed.
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He woke me up and | discovered just how upset he was with me.
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In the same way, 2 Peter 2:3 says God has not nodded off.
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His judgement will come.
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He has not forgotten the false teachers or their false teaching.
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He will not compromise his holiness, his truth, his love, his justice, his Gospel.
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Many find the idea of judgement difficult,
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but as we’ll see next week, God’s judgement is because he takes his truth and his love very, very seriously.
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And, in the same way, we too must take seriously the reality of false teaching and the existence of false teachers.
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But we do not need to fear them.
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We do not need to fall into the trap of being deluded by decoys.
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We keep our eyes on Jesus.
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My cousin and her husband live in Alberta.
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But when Catherine and | first visited Western Canada, in 1996, they lived on Capitol Hill, Burnaby.
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On warm nights, they invited us to climb onto the roof of their home and look west at the stunning views of
downtown Vancouver, the airport in Richmond, and the spectacular coastal mountains on the North Shore.
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But next door to them, their neighbours had done something very odd.
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In their backyard, they had created a mountain scene with waterfalls, small pools mimicking lakes, and rocky
outcrops — all out of fiberglass.
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It was the strangest sight.
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The neighbours could look at their backyard to see fabricated mountain scene rather than turning 180 degrees and
seeing the real thing!
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As we continue through 2 Peter, beneath everything that is said is this single truth:
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don’t fall for what is false, a counterfeit, a mimic.
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Look at the real — Jesus. Amen.
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