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April PTUH 9, 2023
Matthew B KfE 28:1-10
“Greetings!” " 221 |

I’'ve told you the story of Ron, a friend of mine who is a pastor and a funeral director.
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Because he is a pastor and a funeral director, he not only officiates graveside services, he is
responsible for overseeing the preparation of the gravesite.
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One time, Ron couldn’t find his cell phone.
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He used the location software on his computer to pinpoint where his phone was.
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It so happened that earlier that day he had officiated a graveside service.
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The location software detected the last known position of the phone at the cemetery!
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Ron realized what had happened.
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While he was overseeing the preparation of the gravesite, his phone had fallen into the grave.
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Now it was buried under the casket and several hundred pounds of soil.
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At this point, when he told a group of us pastors the story, he smiled and said,
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“No wonder nobody answered when | tried to call the phone!”
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At dawn on that first Easter morning, Matthew tells us, Mary Magdalene and another Mary
went to look at the tomb where Jesus had been buried.
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No doubt, their hearts would be heavy; their minds filled with uncertainty; their steps slow
and cautious.
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The last they expect to ever know of Jesus was him nailed to a cross in agony, his cry to
heaven, “Father, into your hands | commit my spirit,” and his dying breath.
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Now, there was nothing to hope for.
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Now, like Ron’s buried cell phone, there would be no answer.
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Jesus had lost.
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Jesus was dead.
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God’s promises were empty.
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Last year was difficult for me.
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My father-in-law died.
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My father died.
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My mom had died the previous year.
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Shortly after my father died, | conducted the short service of internment for both my parents.
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| placed the urn with their ashes into the ground.
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And around me, close family and friends gathered to honour mom and dad.
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Others of us have been through the same, some years ago, some very recently.
By HAM At &SRB EIR YRS - 2R - A ARSI -
But today, | stand here not like the two Marys on their way to the tomb of Jesus.
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| am sad at my parents’ deaths, but | do not grieve without hope.
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Instead, | have hope because | know something that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary are
about to discover.
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As they approach the tomb, the ground shakes, an angel appears, the tomb is opened, and
they are told news that will shake the rest of history like no earthquake can:
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“He is not here! He has risen from the dead!”
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And as they hurry away to announce this Good News — this Gospel — suddenly, suddenly Jesus
meets them.
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And what does he say? “Greetings!”
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Better translated as “Rejoice! Be glad! Celebrate!”
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| do not grieve because Jesus is alive! Resurrected — bodily resurrected.
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And he says to me — as he said to me over 40 years ago when | became a Christian, as he has
said in the lives of those baptized this morning, as he has said in many of your lives, and as he
says to those of you who doubt
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— he says, “Greetings! Rejoice! Be glad! Celebrate! | am alive.”
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This announcement by Jesus makes all the difference for you, for me, for all humanity, for all
human history, for eternity.
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You see, the Resurrection tells us that Christ’s death on the cross was not in vain.
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In fact, if all we had was the cross, then God is not the living God, nor is he the God of the
living, as Jesus said in Mark 12:27.
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If all we had was the cross, then death is stronger than God and death is stronger than God’s
Word.
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If all we had was the cross, then God’s acts of grace are empty and weak in the face of our
greatest enemy — death.
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If all we had was the cross, there is no redemption, and we have nothing.
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As the Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:14, 17-18:
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“...if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. ...if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”
What’s more, he adds, Christians who have already died are lost. If all we have is the cross and
Christ is not raised, we have nothing.
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But Jesus is risen. And because he is risen, death is defeated.
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Romans 8:37-39 say, “...we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For ...
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Because Jesus is risen, Jesus’ death on the cross has removed my sin.
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He has brought me into his family and will declare me righteous in his sight when he appears.
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Romans 4:25 says, “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification.”
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Because he is risen, there is no charge that can be brought against me, my sin is forgiven.
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Romans 8:33-34 say, “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”
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And because Jesus is risen history itself will be redeemed and life itself has purpose.
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We’re not locked into an endless cycle of birth and death, as many religions believe with
reincarnation.

PPN A B 2 5 OB E AV e AR 1Y AR SEHm 2 -

We’re not destined for an eventual implosion of the universe, as many humanistic scientists
believe.
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We’re not snuffed out when we breathe our last, left to rot in the ground, as many atheists
believe.
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History itself moves to its conclusion in Jesus Christ because he is risen.
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So, we know he will return.
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And, as 1 Corinthians 15:24 says, “Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom
to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.”
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And after this end, eternity in the New Heavens and the New Earth awaits those who believe.
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Today, Easter Sunday, we conclude our Lent Prayer Project.

SR AEEH - FMEER TRV REF G ST E] -

From his Transfigured glory in Matthew 17 to his Kingly entrance in Matthew 21, we’ve met
Jesus.
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And today, in Matthew 28, we meet him in his Resurrection triumph.
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Today, we see him as he is, the Risen Lord.
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And he says, “Rejoice! Be glad! Celebrate!”
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For as Philippians 2:9-11 declare:

“Therefore, God has highly exalted him and given him the name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
TEAIPEIIEEE 2 - 9- 11 FRESHY ¢ TARDL  mifrt R Zs - Gt a2 BRY
%o E—UIHER EAY ~ H ERYRIHER NEY > RERERAYS - GORRERSEHE T -
AR E Y - HUARAVE R £ - BRonisa s e



For as Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
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So, let us join with the church across history and across geography and in eternity,
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and announce the confession of Biblical faith: “Christ is Risen.”
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Ron’s cell phone was lost.
R FEE T -
The dead cannot answer.
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But Jesus is alive.
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He answers us by his resurrection.
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Now, we have absolute and certain hope.
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There is no fear.

SRR -

There is no hopeless grief.
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There is celebration.
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“Greetings,” says Jesus.
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