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For six weeks, we’ve been on a journey.

N ZHIRK > FAFHERRFE T -

There’s one more week to go.

B —EERARIRZ -

But for these six weeks our Lent Prayer Project has, | pray, changed us.
BEfEE AN EERE - B KIEFIHY R A S T E SR i -
We've been going through Matthew’s Gospel from chapter 17.
PelMie i KBTS 17 EHBE -

Each week we’ve met Jesus.

T REFATE AR R AR -

In fact, reading Matthew’s Gospel like this is how Matthew’s Gospel is meant to be read.
HE L REFEEKETIERRKIVAE -

It’s a journey of growth in discipleship.

sl EF R pHRAVIREE -

We began on the Mount of Transfiguration.
P B LB ERLa -
Jesus is glorified before the disciples’ eyes.
HRERAEFIEIR A S 2R 1R -
Peter, James, and John are taken backstage, as it were, to see who Jesus is.
115 ~ MR FLEfm ER e - BEINEHE -
And the importance of the Transfiguration is this:
SLISBG A ETEAER
they and we must ask ourselves:
M AH E C
“Do | declare ‘Jesus is Lord?’
"HREAERM THEREE 7
Do I live with Jesus as Lord?”
P BOEHDARRER Ry EAYATELS 2
To answer this, the second week confronted our pride.
Ry TR EERRE - 5 ARV ES L -
Jesus placed a child among the disciples and said,

HB ok — (il 2 T BCEFIHE TR > 81
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“Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name, welcomes me.
" NI — [ GE N HY > BB -
Jesus confronts our ego.
HRERPREF MY B P
Our ego cannot stand in the way of knowing Jesus.
P8y B $eA BERHFE R T AR ik -
And so, we live in open, honest relationship with one another.
RIS > SRR LA TELERARY ~ s EWIRAfR T -
We forgive — from the heart, our third week’s theme.
Helf38 B N Ot s BeMsE = Ay 13E -
When we forgive from the heart, we echo the forgiveness Jesus displayed at the cross.
ERfEE B N Ot o BeMBIERR AR 2 FRER Ve -
Sacrifice, our fourth theme, is the cost we pay to follow Jesus.
BB (E FRE - BerE > SR MeREEHL SRAT (S Ay UE -
The cost might be high now, but Jesus has given us infinitely more than we can imagine, as
eternal life will prove.
HAEERAE A TRER S - (HEN RG4S TAMIBVELIR RN 2152 - kARG ISR -
So, it is worth it to follow him because of his lavish grace.
FrlL o RZ ALY B - pREE M R EEY -
Remember our fifth week.
SR -
The landowner blesses workers with work and gives with unbelievable generosity to those
who deserve only a portion of a day’s wage.
R ELVBEE T AL TIEROUE T » WA AERLUE SRS T— RV L& L H
(& NIF Y TN
This is the grace of Jesus.
5 e AP ERHY L -
Is in any surprise our sixth theme calls us to live with Jesus as Lord
Bl 55 7 {18 AN B M DL R R F A A T — BB A ay
—to be servants, free to put others before ourselves because we know the one who came not
to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom.

- AN - BERIMABER M E 28T > RRHEMIHEAMIARA Ry T Hk G -
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Each week, we meet Jesus.
A - FRATED e A R -
And when we meet Jesus, we are changed.

AR AR - TRMTREaE T

And that brings us to today — Palm Sunday.
EFRMTEE TS R—1IEEEH -



We meet Jesus and he asks us, “Will you welcome me?”
e AR SR - MRAEAMT « T IRBEE R 2
Perhaps you have stood on the Mount of Olives.
E PRI ERHELL | -
More a hill than a mountain, it sits immediately east of Jerusalem.
BLEER T — L A USRS — (L T - SEARHL L2 DA -
From the summit, you look down to the Kidron Valley.
TELLTH » fm DlA MRS fEELA -
In the Valley is an olive grove, the Garden of Gethsemane, where in a few days, Jesus will
sweat blood, pray,
LA — R SR - ZFPEERE - &K% O TUR MR S5
“Yet not my will but yours be done”, and be betrayed with a kiss.
ORI N IEFRFTERAY ﬁﬁ%ﬁ”ﬁ”ﬁﬁf?ﬁ Y o A —EV)E R -
As you raise your eyes up from the Garden you see the walls of Jerusalem, the holy city.
EREE IS EEIGIEERT » (RS 5 T EE AP B AIIRS -
And you see the Eastern Gate, the Sheep Gate, so-called because through this gate lambs
intended for sacrifice in the Temple were led.

REEIRFT > BT » ZPLUSIERENY - B Rl FarT - A r B R EREARS
FT i -

And now, on Palm Sunday, Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John
1:29),

BAE - AEAEE £ - BREK - YRS - BrATEARYIRRY (SUEtEE 11 29)

the Lord who from before creation was set apart as the lamb who would be sacrificed for us (1
Peter 1:20), arrives.

S E AR LAFT PR AR B R R F Rk _EAYARE (SRS 1 20) » [RER T -
Will you welcome him?

IRE RIS 2
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Next Sunday, we will celebrate as several people are baptized.
NREH - BT OUSE AN SZE -
They will share their stories of how they welcomed Jesus.

HAPSRE o S AP TRO T 2 A HL BR AR E -

Many of us have similar stories.

B At A R BATEHEE -

One of the most dramatic | experienced was early in the 1990s when | pastored in the UK.
PAE R R A SR T — TUZAE 1990 FFH)) » EHFPAT LB S -

Catherine and | were at home one evening, watching TV.

— R L > FUEHFIEAEREEEN -



There was a knock on the door.
A AT o
A young woman stood there.

— (R L FBEAE T -

| did not recognize her.

HeATdE -

She said, “I need to know Jesus.”

dhEi " PR EERIARARER

We invited her in and led her in a prayer to receive Jesus as Lord.

P EE AR - MRS R i R Ry -

She is now a board member of the church | pastored in England.

MR R AT PR BT I EE A -

Another time, in Penticton, a man asked to see me.

AR ARSI 0 — (B AFDR R -

He wrestled with what it meant to take that step of faith and receive Jesus.
LN B E LAVAL— 2 R Z B R R EE -

| remember telling him that faith is like standing on the edge of a precipice.
HEorF Sl - (EEtBus rERE L -

Jesus is there ready to catch you, but you must step and let him do so.
HRSRAE AR (R TR - AEIREES 75 > SRS iR -

This man and | spent weeks talking about what it means to trust Jesus:
A AMIFRAE T 2% B HI 3G (S SERN AR R (T EE

you can know everything there is to know about Jesus, but ultimately, you have to take that
step.

{RATDAHIEE R P HBERY—V) > (H54% » ROVEE A —F
You have to trust him and welcome him.

TRNE(E AL RE4AA, -

Have you welcomed Jesus as Lord?

IRFEZ HR AR R £ 2

Will you receive him as King?

IRErBE At R 0% 2

This is the invitation today and as we enter this Holy Week.

B KA A IS (# 22 FERVHGES -

But to welcome him, we must welcome him on his terms.

B2 - B 7 RERH - PRI IR A (R IR AR RERF -

We cannot say to Jesus, “I’'m happy to welcome you into this part of my life, but not that part.”

HFTARELTARERER " AR BB AR a i —8 0 (HAZH 0



We cannot say to Jesus, “I'll let you deal with these sins, but not those.”

MR R AR ERER © | FERIREEIIELETE - (HA kL -

We cannot say to Jesus, “I'll sing worship songs on Sunday, but don’t expect me to stop being
impatient on my way to work on Monday.”

MR ERER © | BeEAE ERIREHOFIHh - BN IR AT 2 B — EIIATER B
PR -

I’'ve never gone skydiving — sometimes | think I'd like to.

BAesRIL AP A — AR R -

Receiving Jesus is like skydiving.

PEZH R G —A5% -

You jump out of the plane and trust the parachute.

TRk MR - M ER S -

But you trust that the parachute is a parachute.

BRI EE R A2 %A -

It’s no good jumping out of a plane with a tablecloth or a bathroom towel or a large coat
instead of a parachute.

s AN BON E B MBS MNEN A BIEZARIETE EE RS -

Only a parachute will make sure you land safely.

HAEWESARA R e E -

Telling Jesus you’ll only welcome him into part of your life, only let him deal with some sin, is
like jumping out of a plane and relying on a tablecloth, a towel, or a coat.

SRR S Bl i AIRAER—E0 ) - H B R E TR - BLGEk DR - fRSE
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You won’t land safely.

IRR G20 -

To welcome Jesus, we must welcome him on his terms.

FREANHRER > P IR IR AR AR 2 At -

And this is the point of Palm Sunday.

B EliEE HIE R -

Jesus has said he must go to Jerusalem.

HS BRaS b H R HR S HL2 -

He has said he will be put on trial.

iS5 R 2 2R A -

He has said he will be handed over to the Gentiles (Romans).

faR RSN EA T (BN -

He has said he will be beaten.

filE5e i oS T -



And he has said he will be crucified.

R R T T3 L -

As we’ve seen in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ way is so different from what everyone expected.
TR R IES HEEIRY - HREREY T =CELSHE A PR 2 A LA [E] -
So, as the crowds gather on the Mount of Olives, Jesus comes, riding on a donkey.
Frll o & NBFER SRR By B ARGk T -

As he does so, the crowds place their cloaks and palm leaves on his path.
EMEAE T - NBRRM IR MR AR HE SR R A RS -

And they sing an ancient song of salvation.

i fEE —E T EHROE 2 K -

None of this is accidental.

E— VAN AR

All of it is deliberate.

E—VJHVEROERY -

God is revealing who Jesus is.

HIEAEFE RS R 25t -

And it’s a Bible study in action.

s E DT TEN A EE AL 5T -

Imagine you were there.

TG — NMRAEAME -

You’d frantically be searching your cell-phone Bible apps to help you understand what was
going on.

IRERIEHAE R IRA A EE S TE FIAE=C - DU IR T8 4 17 (178 -

Here’s what the search results would say.

DT RS BRI -

Riding on a donkey was an ancient mode of transport for rulers and their families (Judges 10:4;
12:14).

iR EGUaE MHF ANWHEAGETH (LEiEC 10 : 4,12 2 14) -

In 2 Samuel 15:30-16:2, King David re-entered Jerusalem with a string of donkeys to reclaim
the throne after his son Absalom tried to overthrow him.

FREHEC T 15 ¢ 30-16 © 2 AEARAY 5 DrE s E HERIM 2 R T B A7 - KR EmE—
ERBE - ERT A AHBER LS -

Back in Genesis 49:10-11, when Jacob blessed his son Judah, from whose tribe Jesus’ father,
Joseph, traced his origin,

FAERITHED 49 © 10-11 » EFESVUtRMAY SRRy - HRERAY SORZ R RLIE AT AR 7% B
W T A ERET -



Jacob declared that one of Judah’s descendants would hold a ruler’s sceptre and tether his
donkey to a vine, his robes washed in “the blood of grapes”.

HESEM - WA — (B S EES SRR - IEMaVEE Tt amfil - - fAvHE+
W T mATHRE AT A -

Your Bible app would highlight 2 Kings 9:12-13.

IREYER S E PR g se RS 40 N 9 & 12-13 -

There, people lay their cloaks on the ground to receive Jehu, after the prophet Elisha anointed
him king.

AR - AFRRIDIFDDEM R EZ % - AR, AR -

Just sitting on a donkey tells us that Jesus is King, worthy of adoration, ready to redeem his
people.

HRAAERR T Btk - IR E T (EE5FF  EHERBETATR -

As Jesus enters Jerusalem the people are singing, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest heaven.”

EHERAE AR RS RULNS - APIERNE © T RIS | B EXAKHZEEREN > mRZ T
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Quickly you switch to an app that can detect a song just from the words and melody.

PR ) A E]—(E B HAE - 5% 8 HAZ 0 AT DUE L B Ea R e A ey -

The app tells you the song is Psalm 118.

ZIEFREASHTEEIE 57/ 118 -

This psalm speaks of entering the gates of righteousness with joy, of looking to God to work
his salvation.

iR e BB B AANFRIVRPT o (I R gt YRR, -

It’s a song full of overtones about God as King.

B snamlEa Y BT Ry EAVEREE o

And it would become one of the top-10 favourite worship songs in the early church:
TRFRC R TR e TR i 2 B 10 R 2 — ¢

in verses 22-23 it tells of how the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,

1F 22-23 i > Bkl T A AR AEHY A BE T ARy S5 A RV BE SR O

a symbolic reference to a Messiah-like figure,

SR —(E G e — AP -

and words which Jesus will use about himself just the next day when challenging the Jewish
religious leaders (Matthew 21:42).

DARHB RS — RATPREN K= BEa iy oy RN B CvEE (RRfEE 210 42) -
Psalm 118 even pictures people spreading branches before God (118:27).

o 118 HE R f4E A ME A AR R (118 2 27) -



See, already, we are being asked, “Who is it we are welcoming?”
E o E&F AR - T IERMTAEEEE 2
Will we welcome Jesus on his terms?

AP et B HP SR PR 2 B2 At g 2

But there is more.

HEAFFEZ -

As you watch Jesus enter the city, seated on a donkey, the top of the search results on your
Bible app will be the ancient prophecy of Zechariah.

EIRE S ERAATRR T FiElT - B R S 4G R AV TR S RS R e Y F & TR
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Zechariah prophesied in about 520 BC.

SR AEPE AT 520 FAEATHS -

He was called by God to call the people of Israel to remain faithful to God after God brought
them out of exile in Babylon.

FHEA A A DLESI A - iyt e Db i S 50E - S M e 1 -
His was a message of discipleship —a Lent Prayer Project if you will.

it — B IEN SRV E R — SRR R A » B K e EaTE -

And, in Zechariah 9:9, his prophecy speaks of Israel’s King coming, riding on a donkey.
MH - EREHEEE 9 9 H » MVTES SR LAY AR FE5Z 882K T -

It’s a provocative passage — very relevant for today.

BB NN B R —BlS RIFEAHR -

Zechariah challenges all concepts of military might.

oA e 2 PkE T A R TR AURER -

The prophecy goes on to talk of how, in this King’s kingdom, military hardware will be
abolished, and peace will reign.

THE AT (aE IR » EEREHE R - FERgE -

No need for drones, anti-missile batteries, nuclear submarines, large cyber-defence
computers, or fighter jets patrolling the skies in God’s Kingdom.

A AR - FCESE M ~ BB - RAVAERE [ T R SR A e R K
W o

On Palm Sunday, this is the message Jesus wants us to remember.

TEFfE T H - B IR R ER -

Palms and cloaks are laid before him

PR A AR HR AR A A T A

— like a red carpet before a VIP

- LB EERIHVA L

—and we see that the stage is set: the rightful King is coming home.

—KMEFISREC&EREY 7« HIEAVEREREFT -



He is Saviour, he is Messiah, he is God.
2L > 25 Ead - i -
Will you welcome him on his terms?

IR T A PRI RE A 2

On Saturday, May 6, King Charles Il will be coronated.

5 H 6 HEW/N » &+ =K% -

He will be crowned King over Commonwealth, including coronated as King of Canada.
it AR B Ry BB OB . - EFE & R IR E -

The setting will be Westminster Abbey, London.

B sl M BB BT R R -

The ceremony is a symbolic ceremony, it is a religious ceremony, it is a constitutional
ceremony, it is a historic ceremony.

B EREENVER - EE—EFEER - B —EEEE > e —ERE S
= -

There is anointing by oil.

HHRHE -

There is an oath.

HES -

There is the Imperial State Crown, orb, and sceptre — traditionally, symbols of authority,
justice, and mercy.

A 25 - BREGHIMERL — {4 D RMERL ~ R AIRIMAY AL -

Perhaps you will watch this.

EFREEEEN -

During my life, | have stood in royal castles.
TERRHY—AE > TG U E E R -

| have visited corridors of government.

et SEIBUTHYZERR -

| have set eyes on crowns of gold bejewelled with diamonds, embroidered in purple and
ermine.

WEBFEEE AN S - FEGHEEONIER -
| have walked streets where royalty have trod.
P il 5= pl S8 MY E

| have heard sounds of pageantry and majesty.
PR TR AR & = -

| have held symbols of state.

WF BRI -
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And perhaps you have too, from the cultures and countries you are from.
WEFHRA » KEIRE CSU BB ZR Y51 -

But none of these — not one — comes close to the sight, sound, sense, and celebration of Palm
Sunday.

HIEEN A — 9 A —E—pe Bt fE T HVGE ~ By BENEOUSEIMH I -
For the King has come.

REEKT o

The Saviour has come.

BEKT -

The Messiah has come.

SRR T o

God has come.

HECT

And this week, he will go to the cross, suffer in your place and mine.
KR AE AR AR IRz -

And he will take on himself the sin of the world as the Lamb of God.

i ZRIETE ANAYTE - TEMIRYREE -

And then, he will prove all of this by rising from the dead.

Iz fiRFE AT SRR S ARSI E—T) -

This is Jesus.

PV bl | YR

He says to you and me, “Will you welcome me?”

SRR © T IRFIERERRIE 7
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