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| love my two children.

EREHEMARDZTF,

They are caring, funny, quirky, and insightful.

1 RAME A, REBR, Bt ANERE LM,

They have many talents.

i B REZARE,

One talent they have is asking me and Catherine to do things for them.
HoZz —m2EREMILZEMMN A5,

“Dad, while you're in the kitchen, get me some food, please.”
‘B, EMERE, SEERZIEE,”

“Dad, | need you to take me to this store now.”

‘B, IRMEEL LT HREXREE,”

“Dad, you can load the dishwasher, can’t you?”

‘B, REETREIE AT B EMEF B E 27

OK, so this is normal territory for a parent.

B, XMERREBHIANE,

But, sometimes, | call out, “Yeah, and what did your last slave die of?”
BAERBEEXER: T, A{RART—MIREELE 27
Funny, eh?

RiFk, BE~

Until that is, they reply, “Don’t know, you’re not dead yet!”
Eit, A TBEIER ‘TS ELIERN, A{REEFEEF !

We enter the final two weeks of our Lent Prayer Project;

REHNNEAT KFHSS U HNRERE;

we move closer to the cross and the empty tomb.

BAMRBEE+FEMENET,

And today, we come face-to-face with one of the most profound statements about the cross.

SX, HNEZEEMRR T FREEERFZINESEZ—,

Jesus says, “...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

FERERGL:“.. AFE, TEREZ ARG DRERGFAN, FEESH, /2 ABWBEMN,

But what makes it stand out is the conversation that led Jesus to say these words.

M5 AEB M5 R ERER 0L T 1B — B X iE,

This conversation is about what it means to be a servant, and, at the same time, a leader.

XX EE X VE(M AR RIEFHERE T 2 0

What we understand this week is that servanthood and leadership are not separate but connected.
BMNABRHAEZ, (MBS GMIHMEHERT S, 2RE XKW,

A Christian leader is not primarily defined by training, experience, personality, education, even wisdom or
ability to cast vision;

o REE/RIM? TETERAZIEEMIEL, FEFNZLE., MHnf, FZEFNEE, X
Lk ot

REREFREZE;



to be a Christian leader is defined primarily by our servant heart — by how we follow the way of Jesus.
BESRNEEXWOHMEZRRTHRNEEEHEIMMLD, BEEZIRERAERR,

Oswald Sanders wrote a magnificent book titled, “Spiritual Leadership”.

HHRRE ZREHEL —ATANREZNH, PELE(BRIMZE).

He was the General Director of Overseas Missionary Fellowship, formally known as China Inland Mission,
ZEHHETENEHAZ (EXNEA N PERNMERE" ) 5FF,

What he says is precisely the point this passage in Matthew shows us:
tEBFRMER(SREENXEEIEAHINWES:

“True leadership,” he says, “is achieved not by reducing people to one’s service but in giving oneself in selfless
service to them.”

‘EEMTNSEHAFRE—AIMRANEZE, MEELARGRAREINMN,

We lead not by using people to serve our purpose; we lead by selflessly serving them.
BAFANEEXRANXIBCHBRENS MEEXTIARGFRANEINS,

Jesus says, “...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

FERERGE . AFEK, TEREZ ARG DRERGFA, FEESH, /2 ABNBEMN,”

That’s this week’s Lent Prayer Project theme: serving like Jesus.

XEARBKRFRESE RN EE —F T ERERABEARIF A

So, let’s look at this conversation in Matthew 20:20-28?

ML ENBF D KRET20:20-28 R HIIX EEXT iFME,

The mother of James and John — the two sons of Zebedee, two fisherman among the first disciples called by
Jesus — asks Jesus for a favour.

?Ei%ué’ﬁﬁﬂ@%ﬁ%ﬁiiﬂﬂﬁo HEABRARERNUANILTF, SHRERTEDME—#EPHHED
= o

In Mark’s Gospel, James and John ask Jesus.

AL REEERME . AR EEKERR,

Here, in Matthew, the mom asks Jesus, but James and John are with her.

Mt ZESRETERMATHEERR, BHS. AGthiE.

Most likely, Mark summarizes the conversation, while Matthew gives more detail.

RMIATRER, Dalfld T X, MBS KIRETESHHAT,

But the point remains the same.

BRLLREBFDEANZ—T,

The mom’s request completely misunderstands Jesus, his mission, and the way of discipleship.

XA EERIE R R W) EIRAR T EERER., #badfSEdn LURAEFIREZ B,

Listen to her request: “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left
in your kingdom.”

BT KM ERAEE, FEEEMERF—EALEREGE —ELEMREE,”

That’s like asking: “Jesus, please give my boys the best seats, the highest privilege, and the closest connection
with you — forever!”

RXEFZEY  BER, RIFGRILFREMEL. REMFEN,. SMEREMXR, BEEIXKEZ 7

We're left to wonder why the mom makes the request.

BANFERMNE, XMAFEN AR INLEEX,

Is she the mouthpiece for the two sons?

R AR ILFRIBIERED ?

Have they said to her, “Mom, please ask Jesus this because we’re too embarrassed”?

IR EXFEXN G, 55, ERRERBEXGEE, HMNKXETIFERUR?



Or maybe she’s like the “hockey parent”, on the edge of the ice, shouting obscenities at the coach for not
selecting her child: “Pick my child because my child’s the best.”

sk, iR KERRK B, EHLKEEBCHRFLIMREZEINBERIMRE, L5 EHOEFIE
, BT RS

Or maybe she’s the kind of person who needs to have control over her children’s future?

sk, thEEFFRIMRREEEBSFHFAAHIANIE?

She makes the mistake some Christian parents make:

LT FLEEBREXBRIFMER:

she lets her ambition for her children become confused with God’s purpose for her children.
MIEEDFECN FRMERMLEFEN M FRXMEE,

But whatever the motives, the request fails to understand the way of Jesus.

B ICEBIHLINME, hATRER AR ZH A B EERERAERR

Remember what’s been happening.

BREREATRETHLEL?

Since Peter’s declaration that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God in Matthew 16,
EMEBESARS16EEMNRHKIEE, BHMILT,

and Jesus’ glory was seen at the Transfiguration in Matthew 17,
BEMEXREF17TEREEZILEBGPEALERGRAIRE,

Jesus has three times specifically said that he is on the way to Jerusalem to be crucified.

tbfE, BRER=R4FHIRA T thIE X ERREUSHRET TR L.

But the disciples do not understand.

BITEMNFBHE,

either a disciple argues with Jesus, or the disciples are overcome with grief, or, in Matthew 20, they argue.
FERHIESBTRER, E2MITERMOTE, £ KET20FTH 1KLL AAR,

They think in terms of ambition, success, notoriety.

Bz, tNBrIECHERXE. BEHYIRE M.

Mention of the cross confronts them with their own brokenness; and their misunderstanding of Jesus’ way of
leadership and servanthood is completely exposed.

BRI +FE 2 E L MATEX B DR ; M 4IX BRI A\ Z B IRETLERE LK,
They cannot see how a great leader only becomes great when that leader becomes a servant.

e IFEAE, FHANFIRBARAIPAT EEERL,

“You don’t know what you are asking? Can you drink the cup | am going to drink?”
BRER - “RATI A FEFTR R 4 o BAFEGRIFF, FRIIGERS 27

What Jesus is asking is: “Do you understand the link between the privilege you have as disciples and the call
you have as disciples?”

BRER (R 0 2 - “YRBAE B AR AR FASRFNRIE N FERIPE B ZE Y)AEX D 27

This is what the “cup” refers to.

TR M R X

In the Old Testament, it often signified affliction or suffering.

ZRAR, ‘M EREHERZENER,

Perhaps the most shocking description is in Jeremiah 25:15-16.

IR AIAZIRFIRF25: 15-16 R B &R

Jeremiah was sent to proclaim God’s judgement on the sin of all nations:

RBFAXRZEZEEZEE BN SIE AT,



“Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath,” the Lord says, “and make all the nations to whom | send
you drink it.. .They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword which | am sending among
them.”

%W‘"“WM&$¢A“WﬁMMﬁ LEMEEMENEENEHRE, TS THRERETEE, HE
KIE, REFEDSIGE tATHE,

The cup is the affliction God will pour out on this sinful world.

B =2 ERTEAREAS LHEE,

But, in God’s mercy, this cup is poured out on Jesus instead.

BEEZELFHSN, XAHEERRS L,

This is why Jesus prays in Gethsemane,

XN L BBREREADEEXFEFS:

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.”
“HA, AMEATRE, RIREX M EF B, R, FRBRAVRN, T2 BIRFEN,

Jesus tells James and John that to lead, to serve, is to walk the path of suffering.

FRRESFES N, FIH. RIFAMBEREESTE,

It is to suffer misunderstanding, accusation, indifference, being taken for granted, doing the lowly tasks,
fulfilling responsibilities that others do not want,

MEREZRE. IERNE, SHEEHERIER, CEMEMMIE BITAIATBERBRITHNS,
and in so doing, displaying the grace and mercy of God.

BEXEMINEE LFHRAETEN.

It is to be seen as foolish, and yet, in God’s eyes, to be seen as faithful.

RXEANEBXRBARAR; AIELFHRES, XEEREBD,

That is the call of discipleship.

XM EMIER,

It is servant leadership.

X PAKXHIT S 1,

And James and John don’t get it — yet.

MmESFNBETRHAL,

Over the years of being a pastor, I've had several people come to me and say,
BRI LEER, EREANFENH R :

“That person has so many skills and abilities; they’ll make a great leader.”
‘REZY 27, RERN, SHANRFHTMAY, "

And, you know what, they probably would.

fREDES, fhi]89HEa]RER N T8RRI T,

But, one of the thoughts that crosses my mind is this:
BEROEEFNHMEER:

“Ok, but how willing are they to clean toilets?

Al E L BERITHNFRE ?

How willing are they to serve without being noticed?

B L EE AT E AR fFIE ?

How willing are they to be taken advantage of?
BFLLHBBRALGERE?

How willing are they to put the glory of God ahead of their personal gain?”
BLEEN MHRERED AFIZRTEE ?”

And these are questions | must constantly ask myself.

Xt 2HEBESAEND BB,

Do | do what | do because | want to be noticed;



KRB Z ARERD ?

to have some distorted need in me met?

ENHEBHEADRBIAFRE ?

Or can | serve others because my own identity is not found in what | do but in who | follow.

HRFAFTBAEEREEFNEANERZE, RALEANARERERB—AL?

That’s the way of Jesus.

My 2 X ERERA A,

Remember the evening before his crucifixion. Jesus and his disciples celebrate the Passover Feast.
RG] +FEMAT— &R, TERERFNAEAfE— RL &I,

Everything is set: the lamb, the unleavened bread, the wine.

—UER . XR¥. B, BHREAT.

In those days, roads were dusty,

EBNTER, B LEL T,

there were no poop bags to clean up camel or sheep poo, and sandals were not exactly water-tight boots.
BREEKWEREMFIE, EEtixIEfKE,

Feet were dirty.

TAHIBR LSS TIE,

In a private home at a dinner gathering, a servant would clean guests’ feet.

HERANEEEHMBREL, (PASRE ANGER

Can you picture the disciples looking at each other?

REERERITFEMNEEMLEHE G ?

“Where’s the servant? Who's going to clean our feet?”

A TR Y ATERRE 2 SRy BA SR 2

And then, John 13:4 says, Jesus got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, wrapped a towel around his
waist, poured water into a basin, and did what only a servant should do.

NEMEE 1341, XATERERBEREUEEESE, B TR, E—FFHRE, IEKERZE, MTREIIMANZM
H"]%O

He, the Lord of glory, the eternal Son of God, the Word become flesh, the Saviour of the world, the King of
kings, began to wash his disciples’ feet.

MIXGIRIEME, MKEMILT, ANASHIE, HAMKRE BEZE, ZIFFHIIGEERH !

To put it bluntly, Jesus wipes the excrement, dirt, and muck from their feet

WIRER—L, BRERERMZ MMM ErEEE, 2T 5,

— just as he’s soon to take the excrement, dirt, and muck of our sin on the cross.

- F R ET AN BRI FEMLEE, LERFEFI+FELEE—F,

It is astonishing.

XKD —F !

The nearest I've come is probably caring for my dad,

B 5 R EAHSITRRHERE,

when for a few weeks after mom had her stroke, he needed help to the washroom, or needed poop cleaned
up because he misjudged where the toilet was, he needed help to wipe his bottom.
ARFEREHILEER, KEFEHEMEXFE, NBFRIREENANHEE, EEHMIRER.
| did this because | loved my dad.

BEXEMEREEZERFE,

Jesus serves because he loves you and me.

ERER{EIZE B CRIARSF, RE#ZRANEK,

The staggering thing is: for Jesus there is no shame in cleaning filthy feet.



MZ IR 2 - BRER A LA T 4E SR A B0 9 Bt o
It comes naturally because of what he knows.
HTFREATAIE RIS, MIXEFM T BAMAKE,
Listen to the verses before Jesus washes the disciples’ feet:
BT ERER L T fERIB Z AT & X 2 EH R :
“Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end... Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God”

“ERERALE B 2 BB RXMEHRR T, tt—RZHEEESHMA, MEMMBE, ... ERERE1E R BB
EXAEMFE, HAEBCEM BHEN, XERT #HBEE, 7

so he got up from the meal and washed the disciples’ feet.

ATLL, R UEEESR, FRIa st 14ERIR,

You see, this is Jesus’ servant leadership in action.

BFE, XIERHELITHRE, {PARXBAHZ SR,

It’s the way of the cross in action.

tHhBMHELITIRE+FEMER,

So can we live like this?

ML, BAIRE hEEXEIER ?

Let’s look at this conversation in Matthew 20.

UEBNEEDIRET20EMXERNE,

First, Jesus tells James and John that they will drink this cup, but their place with Jesus in eternity is for the
Father to decide.

B, BBEEIFEESAE, i1t ES, tiEkIER SRR ERRRTE,
In other words, James and John must accept that their lives are prepared by the Father.

WEZ HE. AYLITEZ, tIIMWAERNAERRXFRE,

We can mirror the servant leadership of Jesus when we submit to the sovereign choice of the Father for our
lives.

%’l-’ﬁéﬂ‘]l"ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ&ﬁ-’}ﬁﬁ]Eﬁﬁ‘]i%iﬁ#ﬁi TABEYT ST ERER{ P AKX B S H R

“Lord, I am yours. | am not my own.”

BTG W, EE2EETIRN, EFRETEBEZS,”

Remember, two weeks ago, we said, “We died before we came here.”
BERBAMEMARREEER THRE “BMNERXBEZAIMEET,”

When we realize we're dead, it’s much easier to live for Jesus and serve like Jesus.

REZMELBHEE, NBHME. GFRABERGERESEELES

James and John will Iearn this, through suffering.

BENNHEBEBRZEERE—E,

James will lose his Ilfe in Acts 12:2, executed by King Herod Antipas for his faith in Jesus.

FEREITE12: 2188 T HEERMNAIEA, tEREBAMEFEIRIRBERE,

John will lose his freedom, exiled on the island of Patmos for the final years of his life because he followed
Jesus and the way of the cross (Revelation 1:9).

ABNRKEBH, EaMREILE, tERERTKIN+FEMERERBENES £ (BRF1:9),
Yes, you will drink this cup —and that’s as it should be.

ERER 1 A2, (RATH EGIX AT M2 HEHZE,

And your life will shine with servant leadership as you do!

{RATINE T IX 4%, i NEH (b AKX FHHAI AT |

We submit to the sovereign choice of the Father for our lives.

BN EIRRR RN EAMN LR ETIEE.




Second, Jesus tells his disciples that his way of servanthood is not the world’s way.

EZ, RS IRITHE, P ZEFZERH ZE.

“The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be your slave.” (Matthew 20:25b-27).

“NARAFEIEEZAEMN, AREENER M, BREMMBE, FalXEE, fAIREEREIX,
MEEMIIBAAN”

| read an article in Forbes magazine recently entitled, “The Seven Characteristics of Great Leaders.”
REEE(ERAINZASE LRI —BXE, BN AHASEUNELDHLE

Here are the characteristics:

LU L R IX L AR -

great leaders are learners, constantly pursuing knowledge;

ARHHNSEZMAR, FEKED;

great leaders create and articulate clear vision;

AHMASEEEIR T HERBEWNESR;

great leaders surround themselves with smart people;

AHMOSELECRAERZEBAA;

great leaders focus on outcome, goals;

AHMASEZT ETERMBE R,

great leaders do not compromise their principles;

AHHMFNSET T E RN EZ;

great leaders can admit mistakes;

AREHAS BT RIAEIR;

and great leaders mentor emerging leaders.

RHEHASGERTAREZS,

These are good characteristics.

IXLETTERER T SR o

But you see what’s missing!

BIRBRIEERD T 4. !

Servanthood — the way of Jesus.

B HEIA, L2 EERRZE,

And to embrace this servanthood is to know meekness.

mE, HEE{MEERERRE,

Meekness is not weakness; it’s not being timid.

BERBEFAZNEE, WL ZEE/NEE,

Meekness is “humble strength controlled by gentleness”.

XEERAEAERRETRENHE

It’s Jesus, free to wash his disciples’ feet because he knows his Heavenly Father is in command of his life and
his mission.

FEREREZ ML, HHBAMELER, EAMEE, ERREEESFEMLMNERIFER.

Are you, am | free to serve because we are controlled by gentleness,
MRERERESRMIERMET F H IO RSFE ?

because our strength is found in humility before they are found in the leadership characteristics of this world?

BINMAOERETREZH, ERETREE IR 2 HIE 2

Finally, Jesus shows servant leadership by his death:



&, BEHEZELHZIERE T A AKX BIGH

“The Son of Man did not come into the world to be served, but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many.’
i NFE, FREZANMRG DEERFA, FEESH, EFZ AMEM,”

This is one of the clearest statements in the Gospels about the cross.
XEREEPPRTFRERERFETIN—RES.,

Jesus came to redeem us, to set us free.

BRef k2R FFEA], EHIFEB,

He paid the price for our forgiveness.

A FHANERETHERN,

As someone once said, “To create, God had but to utter a word; to redeem he had to bleed.”
EMAANGEIE AT eE EFRF—AFE A THE, wAERREM,”

That’s what ransom means.

¥ 2 BB Lo

Oh, and by the way, do not ask to whom the ransom is paid — that’s not the point Jesus is making.
I{ER— A, RA B ERMT4a T ——X S 2R EIRBAME S,

And certainly don’t suggest the ransom is paid to Satan, as if God has to pay Satan off.
MERTEUNBSMAFETHRIE, & LHEHEFBEMR—#,

That would make the cross a kind of barter between God and Satan.
Ret+FEFLERLFERBZEIMERKZ S,

God owes Satan nothing.

LA LB RBREIE,

4

Rather, Jesus reminds us that it is the way of lowliness, even the way that looks like defeat, that is the way of

greatness.

MR, BRERZEEHA] . REZE, EERALMABMZEF REEMFRZE,
Why?

Nt ?

Because, like Jesus, we believe in resurrection.

RABEAVGERER— £ 4B1E &35,

Our small tasks, our servant attitude, when given to the Lord, allow him to do the miracle of resurrection.
B NE, BIMANASE, —BEXEEXFE, FEELLbALATH 8 5F M55,

His miracle, not ours.

A= E 5, RE2HEAIM,

And that is the mark of servant leadership.

B B2 1b AKX FHHAIFRIC,

A woman named Nancy put an ad in her local newspaper:

— I AUREARNXTESMBRLEET N E, H:

“If you are lonely or have a problem, call me. I am in a wheelchair and seldom get out. Just call. I'd love to
talk.”

“BRANIRREIIMIRSBE| T BIF, LHITHIEE, TLEHE, BROET. REITEESHK, BEREAX
‘ﬂi ”

Ko

The response was amazing. More than 30 calls every week.

MSEIMRBET NIRRT, BRASABY30ERFITE,

Why did Nancy do this?

R AL EXEM 2

Before her paralysis, Nancy was in perfect health but deep in despair.



TR A, A SRR ARBLE,

She tried to commit suicide by jumping from her apartment window.

it B MAEE P BHE B R,

Instead, she was paralyzed from the waist down.

BEERKZE, MEHLUTERT,

In the hospital, utterly frustrated, Jesus spoke to her:

HEERE, ELthARERZE, B8R hiET

“Nancy, you’ve had a healthy body but a crippled soul. From now on you will have a crippled body but a
healthy soul.”

‘AW, MRUBIEREMSE, RAFNET . MIIERE, (REEHEMEER, ERRANSTHFEE.”
Nancy surrendered her life to Christ.

mATREERRETEEE,

When she returned home, she prayed for a way to share God’s grace with others.

BRE, ESHTREI—TEEANZE LT RRMEE,

The newspaper ad is what she thought of.

B LRI SES B,

No matter our age, our abilities or struggles, our circumstances, our situation, each follower of Jesus can
demonstrate servant leadership like Nancy.

TRBAMNELK/, geHINfE], HEFMIRIL. REMMAL, SERMIBERA AT EGRESBERIL(L
AKX FE S,

We can be living witnesses of the one who wrapped a towel round his waist, washed his disciples’ feet, and,
just a few hours later, paid the ransom for our sin.

AT RN AT F MEERE L RIIEERR, FELDN/DERNEMNOFEABENHOEFTEEMRIL,
We submit to the Father’s sovereign will;

BINEBRRRESELHEE;

we embrace meekness — humble strength controlled by gentleness;
BNEFHIMEZ—AaREETRENNE;

we walk the way of lowliness because we believe in the Lord’s miracle of resurrection.

BMNEFHRR2E, RAHATEEE £EMT,

Colossians 3:23-24 say:

MEFEF3:23-241% :

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
“URIIEIRMAT 2, BBEMDEM, B2 EME, TN ANEE; BRMRIEE, MEBELGEERELE
NEG. RNERFHZ2ERE,”



