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I’m sure we’ve heard of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

PAR (S FAMTHERGE A8 K i S ] - P 315 e - F

He was the brilliant musical genius who lived in the 18" century.
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He composed over 800 pieces of music, many of these recognized among the greatest classical
pieces ever written.
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H|s musical brilliance allowed him, however, to hold grudges.
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Mozart particularly disliked one singer.
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Her name: Adrlana Ferrarese del Bene.
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When she sang, she dropped her chin on low notes and threw her head back on high ones.
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So, Mozart wrote a song for her with constant leaps from low to high notes — making her look
like a chicken repeatedly bobbing its head.
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I’m sure Adriana hated that song as much as Mozart hated her.
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And there seems to have been little forgiveness between the two of them.
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Today we enter the third week of our Lent Prayer Project.
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This week’s theme from Matthew s Gospel is “forgiveness”.
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C.S. Lewis, the famous Christian professor and writer from the 20" century, once said,
“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until there is something to forgive.”
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We probably all know someone — maybe even ourselves — who finds it hard to forgive.
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Maybe it’s hard to forgive a parent who left when we were young;
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or a friend who betrayed us;
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or a spouse who abused us;
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or an employer who fired us;
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or a colleague who lied to us;
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or a salesman who tricked us.
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As Christians we know forgiveness is at the heart of the Gospel and should be at the centre of
our lives.
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But forgiveness is not easy.
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It is a lovely idea, until there is something to forgive.
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Matthew 18:21-35 begins with Peter’s question: “How many times should | forgive?”
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It’s a question all too real for many today.
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Why should | forgive?
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How can | forgive?
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How do | know when I've forgiven?
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When should | forgive, because I’'m not ready to do so right now?
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To understand Jesus’ answer to Peter’s question, let’s go back to the previous verses.
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In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus describes what to do if someone sins against us.
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He tells us to go to the person privately.
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If that doesn’t work, take one or two others so there’s accountability.
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If that doesn’t work, the church is asked to help bring reconciliation.
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And if that doesn’t work, “tough love” is necessary.
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The offender is put outside the congregation, forced to experience life without fellowship.
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This is not done vindictively or gladly — it is done with hope and prayer that the offender will
repent and be welcomed back.
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The process in these verses is demanding
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It isn’t easy, but it is necessary.
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Jesus takes the holiness of God and the holiness of God’s people very seriously.
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And therefore, Jesus takes forgiveness and reconciliation very seriously.
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None of us likes awkward conversations.
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We prefer to avoid confrontation, and sometimes it is wise to let something go, as long as we
truly let it go.
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But sometimes, to avoid confrontation some people prefer to hide behind anonymity — what is
called “anonymous criticism”.
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Anonymous criticism is when someone tells you that there are “some people” who don’t like
what you say or do.
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Anonymous criticism is not the way of Matthew 18.
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Anonymous criticism bypasses forgiveness and reconciliation because there’s no way of
knowing who to seek forgiveness from and who to be reconciled with.
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The anonymous critic can lob a “criticism grenade” and avoid responsibility for any clean-up.
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Anonymous criticism, like gossip, is wrong because there’s no commitment to restoration of
relationship.
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It’s not the Gospel.
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God never judges sin anonymously.
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Instead, he steps into our brokenness, makes himself known in the person of Jesus, and,
amazingly, takes our sin himself on the cross.
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Going to someone we are at odds with is not easy.
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It costs us.
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It demands of us maturity that sometimes we struggle to find.
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But it is what Jesus tells us to do.
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So, if  am to pursue the way of forgiveness, what next?
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How many times should | forgive?
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Jesus tells a parable — a story with a profound meaning.
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A king is completing his end of year accounts.
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A debtor, one of the king’s servants, owes 10,000 talents.
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This servant has maxed out the credit card, thousands of times over.
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It’s a debt beyond imagination —amounting to thousands of lifetimes of wages.
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The servant can’t pay.
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The king does what many pagan kings did with debt defaulters — the servant and his family are
to be sold.
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The servant is devastated.
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He cries for mercy — he’ll do all he can to pay his debt, even though it’s beyond him.
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In an act of unbelievable mercy, the king erases the debt.
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He sets the man free.
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But then the story is repeated.
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This time the man who has been released from his massive debt sees another servant who
owes him a few hundred dollars.
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The man demands repayment.
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The second servant also falls to his knees.
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He also cries for mercy.
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But there is no mercy.
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This debtor is thrown in jail until the debt is paid.
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None of this has gone unnoticed.
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Other servants, dismayed at the man’s actions, inform the king.
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The first servant is brought before the king, but this time his true attitude is seen.
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He had been shown unbelievable mercy, so shouldn’t he have shown mercy to others?
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Now he’ll face the same consequences: imprisonment until all is paid back —which in his case
will be “never”.
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But the real shock — the point of the story — comes in Jesus’ closing words:
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“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”
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Strong words, aren’t they?
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But they need to be strong.
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Just saying “I forgive you” is not enough.
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Forgiveness must be “from your heart.”
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What does this mean?
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Forgiveness is not a math problem.
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Remember Peter’s answer to his own question about how many times to forgive;
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he says, “Up to seven times?”
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Jewish Rabbis taught that if you forgive three times this was more than expected.
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So, Peter’s doing well with “seven times.”
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Except heisn’t.
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Peter and the rabbis completely miss the point.
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Not seven times, but seventy-seven times;
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or as some translations say, “Seventy times seven.”
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What’s this mean?
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It’s not a math problem.
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Jesus is saying forgiveness is not optional; it is without limit.
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When we make forgiveness a calculation, we make it a quantity.
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We say there’s a point when | will no Ionger forgive.
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At that point, we’re doing math, not forglveness.
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We’re waiting for the next mistake, even watching for it.
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The question becomes this:
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Is grace something | give freely or is it only given under certain conditions?
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Do | forgive, or do | calculate?
BoEFE  BEEET?

Forgiveness is not a math problem.
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Nor is forglveness easy.
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Let’s go back to the phrase “forgive from your heart.”
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If | have been sinned against, how can | forgive from the heart?
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To forgive from the heart is costly.
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Think about God s act of forgiveness through Christ’s death on the cross.
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God forgave from the heart, but nothing about that was easy.
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To forgive from the heart brings sin into the open.
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This is what the cross is about.
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The cross is horrific because our sin is shown to be hideous, and disgusting.
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And then a cost is paid.
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And it is not paid by the sinner.
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It’s paid by the Saviour.
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To forgive cost Jesus his blood.
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To forgive from the heart means sin is named, revealed.
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But then the person sinned against carries the cost of forgiveness.
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Catherine’s father hurt her when she was younger.
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When she became a Christian, she knew she had to forgive.
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It took time.
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But eventually, she looked her father in the eye, named the sin, and said, “I forgive you.”
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But she knew there’s a cost to pay in her own heart to let her father’s sin go.
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Forgiveness is not avoiding sin.
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Forgiveness can only happen when sin is named and the person sinned against counts the
cost.
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This is forgiveness from the heart.
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Perhaps you’ve been sinned against and you still carry pain and hurt.
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Let no-one tell you it is easy to forgive —it isn’t.

NEERE NESTHRFERRE S EilFEAILE -

But | invite you to come to the cross and see that Jesus understands how hard it is to forgive,
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because it cost him his life.
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And then at the cross, you can discover the grace to forgive.
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Forgiveness is not a math problem.
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Forgiveness is not easy.
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Finally, forgiveness brings new responsibility.
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The first servant in is forgiven in ways beyond imagination.
S {EBE A LU ARG 7 s -

He receives infinite mercy.
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But now he must also show mercy.
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He can'’t.
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He’s tasted forgiveness but he’s not been transformed by grace.
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This can be true for us too.
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We prevent grace from taking root in our lives.

FAPIPE LB S BRI AT AR

There is an epitaph in an Atlanta cemetery that a woman had inscribed on the tomb of her
adulterous husband.
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It said, “Gone, but not forgiven.”
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Grace will never take root in our lives if we live always remembering the wrongs.
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Saying, “I'll never forget” will cripple us —the anger and resentment will bury themselves in
our lives and ultimately destroy us.
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It’s why 1 Corinthians 13:5 says love keeps no record of wrongs.
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We also prevent grace taking root in our lives when we say, “I’'m going to get even.”
%Wﬂ[fﬂjbu AR P RIR S — =02 » B - "I AZE » HEHA
5 e
Revenge' I’'ve told the story before of the man who was bitten by a rabid dog.
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He went to the doctor and the doctor said, “This is very serious, you’ve been bitten by a rabid
dog and it’s very possible you will not survive.”
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The man took out a notebook and started to write furiously.
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Are you making your will?” the doctor said.
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”No,” the man replied, “I’'m making a list of people | want to bite.”
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Getting even is not the way of Jesus.
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John 3:17 says, “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.”
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We enter the third week of our Lent Prayer Project.
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We come one step nearer to the cross.
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Our sin is horrific, never forget that.
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But Jesus willingly died for you and me so that we could place our trust in him and find
forgiveness from God and eternal life with God.
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Forgiveness is at the heart of Christian faith.
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This week, follow the way of forgiveness.
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It’s the glory of God’s love for you, to be seen in you, and for you to give to those who have
sinned against you.
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Forgive from the heart.
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